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MODERATOR:  . . . Welcome.  What I’d like to do is go around the table and have 
each of you introduce yourselves.  Give me your first name, first name is fine.  Tell me 
what you do, if you work or if you’re a homemaker.  Tell me if you have kids in the 
house under 18, just tell me how old your kids are.  We’ll start with Jackie.  Welcome. 
 
JACKIE:  Thank you.  I’m Jackie.  I work part time as a registered nurse and I’m a full-
time mom to a 3-½-year-old son. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations. 
 
DEB:  My name is Deb.  I’m a vice president in mortgage banking.  I have a 15-year-old 
son at home. 
 
MODERATOR:  More challenging. 
 
HEATHER:  I’m Heather and I’m a part-time accounts receivable clerk.  I have two 
sons, 4 and 6 years old. 
 
NANCY:  Hi.  I’m Nancy.  I’m a part-time gardener.  I have a 13-year-old at home. 
 
TRICIA:  I’m Tricia.  I’m a homemaker.  I have a 4-year-old daughter and a 13-year-old 
son at home. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you’re going to have to speak up a little or I’ll never hear you. 
 
TRICIA:  I got you. 
 
MELISSA:  Hi.  I’m Melissa.  I’m a vocational rehabilitation counselor.  I have two boys 
at home, ages 12 and 14. 
 
MARIA:  I’m Maria.  I am a pre-college coordinator.  I help kids get into college.  I have 
no children. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So these are future clients all around you. 
 
MONICA:  I’m Monica.  I’m a full-time nursing student.  I have a 3-year-old daughter. 
 
JILL:  I’m Jill.  I’m a homemaker.  I have four children.   I have a 10-year-old girl, an 8-
year-old boy, a 6-year-old girl, and a 3-year-old girl. 
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ALISCIA:  My name is Aliscia.  I’m a student at UW-M.  I work at Sticks & Stones.  I 
have a 4-year-old daughter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Just for the other people, UW-M means . . . 
 
ALISCIA:  University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 
 

MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Okay.  Good. 
 
REBECCA:  I’m Rebecca.  I am a homemaker.  I have three daughters, a 5 year old, a 
3-½ year old, and a 2 year old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hands full. 
 
CARRIE:  I am Carrie.  I’m a homemaker.  I have a 5-year-old daughter and a 3-year-
old son. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Marvelous.  Let me start off with this.  The presidential 
candidates, we’re going to talk a lot about them.  What are two things in your lives that 
you wish presidential candidates understood?  Nancy, what do you wish the 
presidential candidates understood about your life that they probably don’t? 
 
NANCY:  A specific issue? 
 
MODERATOR:  No.  Just here’s my life and, boy, I wish they could understand this. 
 
NANCY:  The cost of college.  I have two in college. 
 
MODERATOR:  The cost of college, that’s a lot to think about.  How about it, Melissa, 
what do you wish that the presidential candidates understood that they don’t about your 
life? 
 
MELISSA:  Well, about my life is that I’m a single woman.  I’m not able to make it in 
terms of paying all of my bills and trying to stay on top, things like that.  I wish that they 
would understand that.  I don’t know . . . something, give single women in my situation 
more tax breaks or do something.  I’m just not making it.  My paycheck when I get 
home is so tiny after taxes are taken out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jill, what do you wish the candidates understood about your life? 
 
JILL:  That many of us who are working who are homemakers, I mean, we choose that, 
but we’re looking to be back out in the workforce.  That’s where we’re moving.  I like the 
idea of having something, you know, to catch you up and to have those higher wages. 
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MODERATOR:  Deb, what do you wish they understood about your life? 
 
DEB:  That’s tough.  I’m doing very well.  I am an employer.  I think I’m more concerned 
about my time during the day at work and my employees that work for me.  I think that 
they do struggle a lot.  I have got single parents.  In the mortgage business, people 
being able to buy homes, that is very important.  I think we’re doing really good actually 
on it as a nation.  I’d like to see that better.  But I know a lot of people are buying 
homes, living, are just making it.  I wish the wages made it a little bit better, that they 
would be able to live a little easier. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jackie, you are a . . . nurse.  What do you wish that the presidential 
candidates understood about you? 
 
JACKIE:  I guess just kind of going on what Deb was saying, to be able to have more 
abilities for the stay-at-home moms, like some of us in here, to be more free to stay at 
home, to raise their children, and to provide better values, and a system of being at 
home, rather than having the stressors of where is the next paycheck coming from and 
paying the bills with only of the spouses working. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me sort of switch things around, Carrie, and ask you to give me a 
word or a phrase to describe your life.  What is your life like? 
 
CARRIE:  Happy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Happy.  Word or phrase, Rebecca? 
 
REBECCA:  I was thinking happy too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you have, Tricia? 
 
TRICIA:  Very happy. 
 
MODERATOR:  A very content crowd.  Monica, what is a word or phrase to describe 
your life and the way things are going? 
 
MONICA:  Very busy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Busy.  Heather would say . . .  
 
HEATHER:  Chaotic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Chaotic.  Aliscia would say . . .  
 
ALISCIA:  I’m in the same boat as busy and chaotic. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Jill is . . . 
 

JILL:  Hectic. 
 
MARIA:  Busy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Busy.  Melissa is . . .  
 
MELISSA:  My life is like a soap opera.  I mean, I never know what’s going to happen 
the next day.  I just take it in stride.  Whatever happens, happens. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Nancy’s life is . . .  
 
NANCY:  Busy, happy, running to a lot of soccer games. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What is your greatest concern about family in the future, Nancy, 
looking ahead? 
 
NANCY:  Well, when I look very far in the future, environmental issues are important for 
me, clean water, air, and the gobbling up of land that I’d like there for my kids to enjoy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Tricia, looking ahead, challenges in the future are . . . 
 
TRICIA:  We have constant challenges with my husband’s job.  He hears a rumor every 
week about how he is going to lose it.  So that does cause quite a bit of stress 
considering he’s the only one working right now and I still have two years to get through 
school.  So that is . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And why is he going to lose his job? 
 
TRICIA:  Well, it’s gotten a lot better in the past few months.  He’s a pilot and post-9/11, 
he was actually transferred all over the country.  He was actually commuting to go to 
work in Miami, which from here is quite a trek.  And then he heard that that part of the 
company was going to be sold off and he was going to be stuck in Miami.  So we were 
faced with possibly having to move there and just being grateful that he still had a job. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rebecca, challenge toward the future? 
 
REBECCA:  I think that the biggest challenge for our children is the fact that so many of 
them aren’t being taught like values and things that they need to make it in the future.  I 
think a lot of them are being raised in a childcare situation where they don’t have 
anybody that is really teaching them from day to day what’s right and what’s wrong and 
how to make it, you know, when they grow up. 
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MODERATOR:  And what about it, Aliscia, challenges as you look ahead? 
 
ALISCIA:  I think what my daughter is going to have in the future.  I know when I get to 
be like a grandparent, Social Security and things like that, I don’t know how much is 
going to be there for my child.  It’s probably going to be depleted.  I don’t know if there’s 
going to be too much funding for her.  I see my grandmother already, you know, 
struggling with making it.  She’s in her 70’s.  When I get that old, what’s going to be 
left? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Let me switch and say this.  What gives you the greatest 
reason for optimism as you look ahead, Jackie?  What makes you optimistic? 
 
JACKIE:  Well, I really like the fact that school, education is a big concern for me in the 
future.  So I look at schooling that they have put into play, higher and tougher standards 
for graduating kids before they can actually go out and enter high school.  They need to 
know how to add, and subtract, and read, and write.  There are so many schools right 
now, especially with the public system, where that isn’t happening.  So to toughen some 
of those standards . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Deb, how about yourself?  What gives you optimism and hope? 
 
DEB:  I absolutely agree with her.  It’s education.  I think that some of the laws that 
have been passed are very positive.  I think that education is a key to our future. 
 
MODERATOR:  Maria, what gives you optimism? 
 

MARIA:  I think just watching the news and seeing so many people engaged in this 
election process.  It’s divided, yes.  But to see Americans again very much concerned 
about who’s going to be the next president means that they are actually caring about 
issues. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why . . . so engaged in this election? 
 
MARIA:  That is a difficult question.  I think there are a lot of different reasons why.  I 
think the chasm between the haves and the have-nots have grown immensely.  Those 
people who are on the have-not side are really noticing and saying, wait a minute.  I 
can’t afford any much more to lose.  So I need to be involved. 
 
MODERATOR:  Monica, are you involved in the election?  Are you engaged, as we 
say? 
 
MONICA:  I watched one debate.  I’m kind of, I know my stand and viewpoints.  I’m 
doing research to find out who, but I guess I’m not as into it as I should be.  I know I’m 
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going to vote.  I’m a little undecided now.  But before the election, I will do a little bit 
more research and hear what people have to say.  I think I should be a little more 
involved.  I mean, I watched TV the last couple weeks and all I see are ad campaigns, 
even incorporated in the television shows.  Like 7

th
 Heaven last week . . . like the 

message of the whole show was that everybody went to vote.  I think it’s good that 
everybody is getting involved. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who represents the positive can-do spirit in America?  Is there 
anybody you can think of, Tricia?  Anybody, not necessarily in public light, I mean, in 
politics, but anybody who you say, yeah, here’s somebody who represents a can-do 
spirit?  Does anybody have one? 
 
MARIA:  Single moms. 
 
TRICIA:  I think Bill Cosby. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bill Cosby.  Okay.  I got it.  And single moms.  Who else? 
 
WOMAN:  Oprah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oprah.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  Christopher Reeve.  I saw a thing on him . . . passed away. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Christopher Reeve.  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else?  That is a 
pretty good list of people.  Okay.  Let me ask a question.   Sort of switching and taking a 
look at where we are as a nation, give me a word or a phrase to describe how things 
are going in America today.  Melissa, what is a word or phrase to describe how things in 
America are going today? 
 
MELISSA:  Chaotic. 
 
NANCY:  Underlying little fear. 
 
HEATHER:  I actually see things more optimistically.  I see a positive upswing.  I feel 
like we’re recovering from something still. 
 

REBECCA:  I think that we’re a little off track. 
 
MODERATOR:  A little off track.  And when you say a little off track, in what way? 
 
REBECCA:  I think with our government, it’s gotten too large.  I think that the original 
plan for our government, we are no longer on that same track.  We originally thought 
that’s what we wanted. 
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MODERATOR:  Carrie, word or phrase? 
 
CARRIE:  I think things are pretty rocky. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rocky.  Why? 
 

CARRIE:  Well, I see some things improving, but I see a lot of room where we need to 
improve more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Word or phrase, Maria? 
 

MARIA:  Uncertain. 
 
JILL:  Divided. 
 
DEB:  I was going to say divided.  I agree with the divided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Do you feel this is a more certain time or a less certain time in 
America?  I mean, you obviously all are different ages, but as you look at this period, do 
you think it seems like a more certain time or a less certain time? 
 
WOMAN:  Less. 
 
WOMAN:  Less. 
 
MODERATOR:  A less certain time.  Why less certain? 
 
WOMAN:  There are so many unknowns out there.  I don’t think we’re prepared.  I don’t 
think we’re ready. 
 

MODERATOR:  Jackie, you said less certain.  Why? 
 
JACKIE:  I think because of the whole threat of the terrorists.  We’ve got people right 
within our own country that we’re not even able to put our finger on to capture or to 
stop.  We just can’t find them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  How do they feel about these times?  Are you more 
certain or less certain, Tricia? 
 
TRICIA:  Less certain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
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TRICIA:  Well, I actually watched CSPAN the other night. 
 
MODERATOR:  They will be so grateful. 
 
TRICIA:  The whole Clinton, one of their debates, I kind of watched it.  They were 
talking about campaign finance reform.  I mean, right now if you talk about campaign 
finance reform, it’s pretty insignificant in comparison to the issues that we’re seeing 
today. 
 
MARIA:  I don't think so.  I disagree.  I think that if you just look at healthcare as an 
issue, I think campaign finance reform is very important to it.  Who’s lining the pockets 
of these politicians and how does it affect us as consumers?  I think we’re paying the 
highest health bills that we’ve ever had to pay as Americans.  I mean, my college just 
raised our premiums on a monthly basis.  Somebody is making money off of it.  It isn’t 
me.  I don’t think that our current administration is working hard enough to make sure 
that I don’t have to pay those higher premiums.  I disagree.  I think campaign finance 
reform is very important.  They are the people who make the largest contributions to 
politicians. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Other people, more or less certain times?  Let me switch it just 
slightly.  Let’s suppose I’d been out of the country for the last nine months or a year or 
two years.  I said, give me an event or something from the last several months where 
you said this underscores the kind of period we’re in.  Can anybody think of an event or 
something that has happened?  I’m saying, don’t go back to 9/11.  We’re not talking 
about that.  I’m talking about the last couple of months where you say, yeah, this is the 
kind of thing that underscores why I feel uncertain.  Does anybody have one? 
 
JILL:  I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Jill? 
 
JILL:  I think this whole stem-cell research thing.  Our technology has grown so much 
and, you know, it’s wonderful what we can do.  But there are costs to that.  It’s going to 
be passed on, drug costs, things like that.  There are moral issues associated with 
some of these technologies, advancements, and discoveries.  It’s like so many people, 
what’s right?  You have these core values.  Is it right to use that?  Yet, so many people 
could be helped by it too. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else?  Anything that’s happened over the last 
few months where you said, this is something that makes me nervous or this is 
something that gives me confidence? 
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REBECCA:  I felt nervous when I heard John Kerry talk about his healthcare plan.  
What I understand about medicine and my connections in that field, I think that just 
scares me to death to think that is something that people could actually want.  To me, I 
mean, my husband, he’s a resident, so I’ve seen the medical field up close.  I’ve seen it 
day to day.  I see that and I think that they don’t have any idea what they are talking 
about.  They are using this basically to try to get elected.  He doesn’t realize what he’s 
going to do. 

I mean, I know that we’ve spent the last ten years in school.  We have almost 
three more to go.  Nobody in their right mind would do that, you know, to be working the 
hours they work to be paid through a government system.  It’s too much sacrifice.  
Nobody would do it.  I think if we lean that way, our healthcare is just going to 
evaporate. 
 
WOMAN:  I have to agree to with the healthcare issue.  It bothers me.  We made 
sacrifices moneywise, so that my husband has a job where he has really good benefits.  
He’s losing a little bit of money, but we have better benefits.  To see them turn around 
and say, well, we don’t have to offer this anymore because now you have this 
government plan.  If you have see how Medicare and the VA are run, you know that you 
don’t want the government running your healthcare. 
 
WOMAN:  Right. 
 
WOMAN:  The VA is just horribly run.  It can be horribly run. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody see a different point of view? 
 

WOMAN:  I heard some 8,000 doctors had singed a petition for national healthcare. 
 
WOMAN:  Can I say something else? 
 

MODERATOR:  That’s what makes it a good focus group. 
 
WOMAN:  I was going to say that I definitely think changes need to be made in the 
healthcare system.  I think that doctors, I know they are, I know they’re practicing 
defensive medicine.  Somebody comes into the ER and they get everything under the 
sun because, you know, they’re going to get sued if they miss something.  If some 
crazy thing happens, they’re going to get sued. 

I think that one of the things that they’re talking about is the tort reform.  I think 
that’s something that absolutely has to be passed.  If they want healthcare premiums to 
go down, you have to make it possible for your doctor to say, I’m the doctor.  I know 
what’s right.  Then we won’t have all these millions of dollars being spent on tests that 
aren’t needed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Monica, what are you thinking? 
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MONICA:  I just definitely think there are way too many children without insurance.  
There are too many blue-collar workers, either their work offers insurance that is too 
expensive for them to afford or they just don’t have any.  I know Medicaid provides for 
people who don’t make enough money, but there are a lot of people who make barely 
above enough money, but nowhere near enough to pay for it.  Something definitely 
needs to be done.  Other countries, with the research that has been done, who have a 
national program, I’d say it’s a lot better.  Countries where everybody can get insurance, 
a lot less people die of diseases that they shouldn’t be dying from. 
 
JILL:  I’m thinking about the drug costs.  I hear how my parents are buying drugs from 
Canada.  Knowing the situation they’re in and saying, you know, the expense is 
obscene.  But then there is the other side of it, if we don’t pay those prices, then we’re 
not going to have the research and things like that taking place either.  It’s hard to 
balance. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Aliscia, what do you think? 
 
ALISCIA:  I have to agree with Monica. There are a lot of children that don’t have 
insurance.  Parents, if they can’t afford it, they can’t afford it.  What can you do?  You 
can’t be in debt thousands and thousands of dollars.  You’re never going to be able to 
catch up on it.  Even other people who just avoid going to the doctor as long as they 
can, and then all of a sudden, they are so sick that they’re forced to go.  Then there’s 
this humongous bill that they can’t afford to pay.  It all comes back out of the taxpayer’s, 
you know, pocket. 

I think that Canada, Sweden, they are just examples of national healthcare.  
Everyone has insurance.  I mean, people can go to the doctor.  They have that option.  
It’s not going to be costing the country millions of extra dollars that aren’t necessary 
because people don’t have insurance. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Does anyone want to make a final quick point?  Nancy, you get 
the final point. 
 
NANCY:  There is another side to that.  I’ve read articles where people are coming from 
Canada here to get heart surgery because the line is so long and the system doesn’t 
handle it.  They’re coming here to get the healthcare they want in a timely manner. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . Specialties. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tricia . . .  
 
TRICIA:  But we’re trying to get flu vaccinations from Canada right now.  So I really 
don’t think our system is any better.  You know, do they not get it from Europe like we 
did?  I don’t know where that goes. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me hand out a piece of paper in front of you.  It is 
essentially about ten different issues.  What I’ve done is I’ve tried to figure out a way 
that you can say this.  As far as I’m looking at the election, here is the single most 
important issue.  Here’s another issue that is important to me.  Here are three other 
issues that are pretty important.  These are issues that are least important.  Now what 
I’d like you to essentially do is put a letter in each of the boxes.  So you can choose 
anything that you want, but essentially you use all ten letters. 

So what is the most important issue as far as you’re concerned?  What are the 
ones that are least important?  It doesn’t mean that they don’t count at all.  It just 
means that in comparison, these are the issues that I count and care most about.  Here 
are the issues that are also important in other ways.  Okay.  Why don’t we just quickly 
see what the most important issues are?  Your choice was . . .  
 
CARRIE:  Jobs and unemployment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Number B, how many put down B as their most important 
issue?  We have two people.   Okay.  Rebecca, what was your choice? 
 
REBECCA:  I put down F, the war in Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Iraq, how many put down Iraq as the most important issue?  
One person.  Okay.  What did you put down, Aliscia? 
 
ALISCIA:  I have terrorism and homeland security. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Which letter? 
 
ALISCIA:  H. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many put down terrorism and homeland security?  One, two, 
three, four, five.  Okay.  Anybody else?  Who haven’t we gotten?  Melissa, what did you 
put down? 
 
MELISSA:  I put down G. 
 
MODERATOR:  G, which is education.  Anybody else put down education?  One there.  
Who else?  Jackie, we’ve got you.  What do you have? 
 
DEB:  Healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  Healthcare.  Anybody else with Deb on healthcare?  Two.  Okay.  Am I 
missing anybody? 
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WOMAN:  I have E. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  E, which is moral issues.  Great.  Okay.  Now I’m going to do 
something.  Instead of you saying to me, I had healthcare and then making a statement 
about healthcare, I’m interested in this.  I gave you ten issues out there.  I want you to 
look at your crystallization of ten issues.  Here’s what I put down.  Just tell me in one or 
two sentences, this is what I’m trying to say.  Okay.  So it’s not, I want more 
unemployment insurance, I want such and such.  It is more of a broad statement.  
Here’s where I’m coming from and here’s what I’m thinking about. 

Let me just go around the room.  I’m going to start with Jackie.  We’ll go right 
around clockwise.  What are you trying to say?  You put down terrorism at the top 
followed by healthcare.  Then you have some other issues.  Here’s what I’m trying to 
say. 
 
JACKIE:  Well, if we don’t have safety within our own community with our loved ones, 
there really isn’t going to be a world to even worry about healthcare and all the other 
issues beyond that.  So if we do have homeland security, then I think healthcare is the 
next largest hurtle to get over.  Obviously, our health and our well-being is what’s going 
to help us live on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well-stated.  Deb, what are you trying to say? 
 
DEB:  I think healthcare is the most important issue.  I mean, I understand that we don’t 
want to be in a terrorized place here at home.  That is still a smaller portion.  The health 
insurance affects everybody.  The terrorists and everything else, the war might affect a 
group of people.  Healthcare affects everybody. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Heather, what are you trying to say? 
 
HEATHER:  Well, I put down moral issues.  However, to me, it’s more of somewhat 
what Rebecca said earlier about a smaller government and also how we raise our 
children.  I think we’re on a slippery slope in a lot of places.  It’s just very important to 
me that my children take responsibility, and the people around me take responsibility 
for their own actions, and that we keep the Pledge of Allegiance, and keep things kind 
of the way that our forefathers actually intended it to be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Nancy? 
 
NANCY:  I had said terrorism and homeland security.  I just feel like having an 
underlying fear of what’s happening next holds people back in all aspects of their lives. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what did you have down below? 
 
NANCY:  The war in Iraq. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  So both the elements, here and abroad.  Tricia? 
 
TRICIA:  I’m also concerned and I put down the same things, but for different reasons.  
I’m concerned about the homeland security issue.  I’m afraid that our government is 
spending too much time and effort looking at people who they don’t need to be looking 
at and not looking where they need to be looking.  I’m also very concerned about our 
deficit, which just seems to be growing out of control.  Nobody seems to be paying 
attention to it.  I think that our children will be paying for that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Melissa? 
 
MELISSA:  I put down education.  I feel that is important because I work with so many 
individuals who are uneducated.  A lot of times they only attend school to the 7

th
 and 8

th
 

grade.  Later on in life, they’re trying to get their GED.  They’re attempting to get back 
on track in their life and by then, it’s kind of late.  I think that education is the most 
important because those are the people we are carrying right now. 

Those are the people who rely on Supplemental Security Income or S.S.I.  They 
also rely on public aid from the state money or the federal government.  So if those 
people would become educated, then they would not be relying on government 
assistance to help them along. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Maria, what are you thinking?  What are you trying to say in 
your issues? 
 
MARIA:  Well, I believe that the American worker is the heartbeat of this nation.  If the 
American worker is feeling as if there is no longer a place for them, there is no longer 
an opportunity for them that can provide for their family adequately, then we’re going 
into cardiac arrest as a nation.  So I strongly believe that we have to look at educating 
our workforce, so they can compete globally.  We’re not going backwards.  We’re only 
going forwards.  We have to make sure that the average American worker has a livable 
wage and an opportunity to have advancement. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Monica? 
 
MONICA:  I believe that healthcare is the most important thing because children can’t 
control whether or not they have healthcare.  It’s ultimately the adults in the country who 
decide whether or not they can have it.  Definitely the jobs, unemployment is the 
biggest thing.  Raising minimum wage and making sure that everybody can make an 
adequate living . . .  
 

JILL:  I put terrorism and homeland security as my top, but it was really difficult for me 
to decide between the moral issues.  That was my second one.  I put terrorism first 
because if we don’t have that safety and that feeling like you can go on with life in a 
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normal way, you know, nothing else really matters.  I know so many people who after 
9/11 just kind of stopped living, stopped taking their trips, stopped doing those kinds of 
things.  But also as a Christian, I see these issues with gay marriage and things like 
that. I struggle with that a lot.  Everything is about the me generation and, you know, 
what I want, not looking at the whole. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Aliscia? 
 
ALISCIA:  I did terrorism and homeland security too.  I have to agree that you have to, 
you know, feel safe in your country.  It’s an underlying factor in the way that you live.  If 
you go to, you know, the mall or something and fear someone’s going to bomb the mall, 
that is just awful.  I think, you know, our children, they don't quite understand what’s 
going on.  If we don’t get control of what’s happening now, what is ahead for them in 
the future?  What is going to happen in ten years from now? 

If we’re starting right now feeling in fear and uncomfortable of certain things and 
it doesn’t get under control and get taken care of, in ten years, it could be three times 
worse.  We could lose our grounds as America being a strong country and in control of 
things, if we don’t have the right leaders to lead us. 
 
REBECCA:  I picked the war in Iraq actually for a lot of the reasons I’ve heard people 
talking about.  It’s because of the homeland security.  I believe that in order to actually 
protect us and to provide that homeland security, we have to, you know, find the 
terrorists and take care of it.  I think that if we, you know, stick to our guns and we stay 
and we win in Iraq, then we can actually make a difference for our lives here. 

I feel like if we just kind of slowly pull out, it sends this open message to every 
terrorist in the world.  Go ahead.  Do your worst.  As long as our people are complaining 
about it, then we’re not going to stand up for what’s right for them. 
 
CARRIE:  I put jobs and unemployment as the first one.  I kind of did it from a selfish 
point of view.  My husband was a dependable worker for over 25 years at the same 
company, a manufacturing company.  He lost his job.  Those jobs are being shipped 
overseas.  He is now on his third job within three years.  He got another manufacturing 
job that wasn’t stable or secure.  So now he is driving a bus for the city.  That offers 
security.  That offers some stability. 

But for over 25 years, he was a machinist and now he’s a bus driver.  My second 
issue was healthcare because we had it and then we didn’t.  Then we had it and then 
we didn’t.  It’s been a real struggle.  So, like I said, it’s kind of a selfish issue.  But I 
know that I’m not the only one.  There are a lot of people going through the same thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  This is America.  I mean, you touch upon each of the issues 
that we hear, not only in the debates, but in the lives that you’re leading.  You look at 
them from different points of view.  This is exactly what makes it so fascinating and 
what makes this election so interesting.  I asked you to write down on a card who you 
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would be voting for.  I know some of you were a little undecided, so maybe you wrote 
undecided, but leaning one way or another. 

Let me go around.  We’ll go in reverse order.  Just very quickly, much quicker 
than we just did . . . well, that was fascinating.  No apologies there.  But let’s go around 
and here’s my choice.  Hold it up.  Why?  It sort of feels like a tribal council.  Who did 
you choose and why are you voting for that person?  Start it out. 
 
CARRIE:  I’m leaning towards John Kerry.  It’s not a definite, but I am leaning that way.  
Basically, I’m tired of the tax cuts for the wealthy.  I’m just not seeing anything coming 
my way. 
 
REBECCA:  I’m voting for George Bush.  I think that when he speaks, I feel that the 
issues that he talks about that are important to me. I feel he has a better grasp on them 
than John Kerry. 
 
ALISCIA:  Definitely John Kerry.  I think that he’s a lot more educated.  He’s a lot better 
speaker of getting the things out that he’s going to do.  Bush does not offer a lot. 
 
JILL:  I’m undecided, but I think I’m leaning towards Bush.  The fear that Kerry has 
been so undecided on this Iraq issue, you know, these other countries, these terrorist 
countries see that uncertainty in America.  They’re going to take advantage of it. 
 
MONICA:  I’m undecided.  I’m kind of leaning towards Kerry, though.  I like the fact that 
he wants to do more for the working class than the rich and also . . . daycare and 
childcare. 
 
MARIA:  John Kerry.  Simply put, I think he has better judgment than George Bush. 
 
MELISSA:  I’m voting for John Kerry.  He looks honest.  I don’t know.  He just looks 
honest. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Hey, that counts. 
 
TRICIA:  I am voting for John Kerry.  He looks honest.  I believe that Bush has lied to 
me time and time again.  I think that he’s going to drive the country downhill even 
further if he has another four years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I have a feeling we’re going to see a switch. 
 
NANCY:  I said undecided, leaning towards Bush.  At this point, I really am undecided.  
I have to say that I’m, in general, a Republican.  That’s why, I guess, I’m leaning 
towards him.  I’m still definitely undecided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And here’s what makes me undecided . . . 
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NANCY:  It goes back to the war.  I just don’t know that we should have gotten in there 
like we did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And that is what keeps you from . . . 
 
NANCY:  Yes. 
 
HEATHER:  I put down George W. Bush.  That will be who I’m voting for.  I believe that 
he’s a man that does what he says he’s going to do follows through on it.  I believe we 
are just getting started with him.  I don’t think it’s a good idea to switch gears in the 
middle of a war.   So that is why I am voting for him.  I think his values are more in line 
with mine and my family’s. 
 
DEB:  Well, I’m still undecided.  I am kind of a statistical person.  I look at all the issues.  
I kind of just look on the surface and do a tally of, well, I like this about Kerry.  I like this 
about Bush.  I’m definitely leaning towards Bush.  But on my little hot buttons, I want to 
do more research on the things that are really important to me and make sure that . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Hot buttons. 
 
DEB:  Health insurance is a hot button.  The war in Iraq is my second one.  So with 
those things, I want to make sure that I’m making the right decision. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Jackie? 
 
JACKIE:  I am voting for Bush.  I think that the country is in an upward swing.  I think 
we are slowly and gradually getting better.  I don’t think it’s something that happens like 
boom and within a year we are all fixed.  As far as my values and priorities, he has got 
more of them in mind than Kerry does. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Okay.  Before we move on, you’ve listened to one another.  
Does anyone want to comment, like to say this or that?  I mean, this is exactly what we 
hear going on in living rooms across this country.  You seem . . . articulate and informed 
about all of this.  You really do have great points of view.  You’re struggling, but some of 
you are very decided.  We see a lot of that.  I would love to know if anybody here says, 
yeah, I would love to just say this or that.  Does anybody have something? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  I think this discussion tonight is really going to make a difference on how I 
vote.  I am leaning towards Kerry, but there is a chance I could vote for Bush.  I voted 
for Bush in the first time around.  The thing that worries me about Kerry is his 
indecisiveness.  But the thing that worries me about Bush is whether he’s been truthful. 
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JILL:  I was going to comment on Maria saying that Kerry has better judgment.  What 
are you basing that on?  I mean, the votes that he’s made go back and forth so much.  
He might have good judgment at that time.  How do you know? 
 
MARIA:  Well, here’s the thing.  I don’t know how many of you watched all three 
debates or have gone beyond just the debates and have actually seen some of the 
other footage that shows both candidates in an unbiased format.  Kerry did say when 
he made the vote to allow Bush to go into Iraq, he stated all the things that he’s saying 
right now.  It’s in the record. 

He’s saying, look, I’m going to give you this vote.  But I’m going to give it to you 
based on this.  I want you to think of all other alternatives before you go in.  I want you 
to work with other nations before you to go in.  I want you to have a plan.  He said that 
before he cast the vote for that.  Now the propaganda doesn’t want you to actually hear 
that or see that.  We just go back to, well, he’s a flip-flopper. 

He gave him the vote, but he said all those tings.  It’s like a prophecy because 
it’s come true.  What I’m saying to you is this.  I think that one should not take going to 
war lightly.  I don’t think one should risk lives of American families lightly or for profit or 
for revenge. 
 
WOMAN:  How long do you let it continue and keep getting stomped on before you 
finally have one strong person who says, we’re going to take care of the problem? 
 
MARIA:  But you know what?  Here’s the thing.  We had a problem.  It wasn’t Iraq.  It 
was Afghanistan.  It was the Taliban.  We had a problem.  We had a target.  We had 
somebody who stood up and said, I did this.  Come and get me.  We did for two 
minutes. 
 
MODERATOR:  You’re nodding your head, Tricia.  What are you thinking? 
 
TRICIA:  I agree with her absolutely and 100%. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deb, you nodded with Jackie.  What are you thinking? 
 
DEB:  Well, you know, one man did not say I’m going to war and I’m going to fight 
these people.  Everybody, including me, was in back of this.  You know, I’m a mother.  
When I tell my son, I expect this from you and you don’t give it to me, how many lines in 
the sand do you draw?  At what point do you have to stand up for yourself and say, 
look? 
 
MARIA:  The other thing is this.  Okay.  Let’s say, for example, you want to tell your 
son, look, you’ve been laying around the house.  I’ve been telling you to get busy and 
either get a job or go get educated.  Okay.  And your son says, okay, fine.  Now do you 
want him to just show . . . well, I’m going to go to medical school when he flunked 
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biology?  Or do you want him to come and say, I’m actually thinking about doing this.  I 
want to sit down with you first and I want to have something, a plan. 
 
WOMAN:  But we did do that. 
 
MARIA:  No, we didn’t. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  . . . Rich and the greed and the profit.  They opposed us going.  It’s just now 
that we’re finding out that they had a bias towards that. 
 
WOMAN:  What about this?  Kerry’s not saying, yes, we can go to war under these 
conditions.  But then we do it and he pulls back on the funding. 
 
WOMAN:  But they didn’t go to war under those conditions. 
 
WOMAN:  So, okay, if your child makes a mistake, are you going to stop loving them or 
not give them help when they . . . 
 

WOMAN:  What does that have to do with President Bush trying to make a tie between 
the terrorists when there wasn’t one? 
 
WOMAN:  Because we have our kids over there. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  And now we’re not going to give them the money? 
 
WOMAN:  Didn’t Bush tell us and imply that there was a connection between the 
terrorists of 9/11 and Iraq?  Do you remember that? 
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
WOMAN:  Did you watch the debate when Dick Cheney said that they never said that? 
 
WOMAN:  I just want to say that it’s, I mean, everyone loves to forget that they had this 
report on what they thought.  They thought there were weapons of mass destruction. 
 
WOMAN:  Hans Blix was saying there was no . . . 
 
WOMAN:  But Bush was not the only one that said like, I’m going.  They had Congress.  
They voted on it.  John Kerry himself . . . 



ANNENBERG FOCUS GROUP TRANSCRIPT 

WOMEN UNDER 50 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, OCTOBER 18, 2004, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 19 

 
 

WOMAN:  But . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  We don’t know what went on there. 
 
MARIA:  They put the senators and the congressmen in a box to vote.  Either you vote 
with us and you have to pay for this mess as well or you vote against us and you are 
not an American.  You’re not patriotic. 
 
WOMAN:  That doesn’t matter. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  They’re supposed to be there for us.  They’re supposed to be looking out for 
us, doing what’s best for us.  If we can’t count of them to do it, who are we to blame, but 
ourselves?  We put them there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Aliscia, what are you thinking as you listen to all of this? 
 
ALISCIA:  I think that Kerry was backed in a corner to vote.  I think that he was forced 
to make that choice.  Right when he voted, he did say that we had to go in there slowly.  
We have to do it, you know, with a plan.  We have to do this the right way.  Don’t just 
jump into this.  They didn’t follow by it.  I think that he was backed in corner.  He was 
forced to do that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Go ahead, Rebecca. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
REBECCA:   All I got to say is this.  If John Kerry was forced into voting for the war, do 
we really want that man as our president? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MARIA:  We don’t want to keep a president who forced him to do that. 
 
REBECCA:  I don’t think the President has that ability to force anybody to do anything 
in Congress.  I don’t think the President was standing over John Kerry’s shoulder 
saying, oh, you better vote right here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I want to go back a half a step.  Great discussion. 
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REBECCA:  I’m sorry. 
 
MODERATOR:  This is exactly what’s going on.  What I’m interested in is this.  Is this 
the central question to you in the election?  In other words, when you say in the end, 
when I go to that voting booth, it really in one way or another comes back to Iraq and 
the decision on what I’m feeling about the war in Iraq.  How many of you people say, 
yeah, it really is about Iraq because it gives me a lot of insights as to how this person is 
going to be as president for the next four years?  How many would raise their hand and 
say, it’s central to me?  So we have two and a half, Deb with a very short arm.  People 
seem very passionate about this.  Am I correct? 
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you’re passionate because . . . why are you passionate about it? 
 
WOMAN:  I am, but it’s just one of many things that really irritate me when I listened to 
John Kerry’s debate issues.  Just one of the other things also with John Kerry and 
George Bush is the women behind them.  I think women are a huge controlling factor in 
their spouse’s lives.  I think that his wife is awful. 
 
MODERATOR:  His meaning . . .  
 
WOMAN:  John Kerry’s. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  I think she’s a loud mouth and I think she is disrespectful.  That just speaks 
volumes to me.  I’ve seen both of them at different occasions where inappropriate 
comments were made.  That speaks a lot.  That’s another issue, why I would not vote 
for him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melissa is looking . . . what do you think? 
 
MELISSA:  See, I was thinking the opposite.  I like his wife.  She speaks her mind.  
That is what I admire about his wife.  She just says what is on her mind.  If someone 
with a camera gets in her face, she will tell them, get out of my face now.  She’s strong.  
You don't find many women who are strong like that.  I think that is a plus for him.  I 
think he needs that. 
 
WOMAN:  I think it says a lot about the type of man he is.  He can be with a strong 
woman and still keep himself separate. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
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WOMAN:  I think that says a lot.  Whether you like her or not, I don’t really think that 
she’s the issue. 
 
WOMAN:  Hey, I’d stay with her with the amount of money she has. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . Positive things to say about her the other night during the debate, 
though.  I mean, pretty much her money and that was about it. 
 
WOMAN:  I heard her children talk about him.  I think if anyone had heard her children 
talk about him, they would . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Moving on, does anybody else want to say anything in terms of 
Iraq as it relates to the discussion, which we were just having?  I’m trying to figure out 
how I’m going to vote.  At that stage, we got into Iraq very much as a central part of . . .  
 
WOMAN:  I think one of the things we haven’t really talked about is that we have 
helped to free a country.  They’re finding more and more mass graves.  They just found 
a mass grave of 300 Kurdish women and children.  They had been shot in the head.  
Some of them had up to 11 years of clothing on.  So they must have been brought out 
for whatever reason, shot, buried for no good reason, just because of who they were. 

I mean, we’re just finding out what this man was capable of.  I mean, should we 
have not stopped Hitler because, you know, France said we shouldn’t have?  I mean, 
the man is evil.  He is evil regardless. 
 
WOMAN:  You know, I have difficulty with that, when people bring that up, the morality 
issue of war.  We didn’t do anything in Rwanda.  We didn’t do anything in Bosnia.  Oh, 
but I don’t think those countries had oil.  So, you know, the morality issue, we bring it up 
when it suits us, but we dismiss it when it has nothing to do with what our agenda is. 
 
JILL:  One of my undecided points is that in many ways Bush is like, this is what I say 
and this is what you’ll get.  I like that, but then I also want to know that somebody can 
change their mind too if they see something that’s wrong, that they won’t just keep 
forging ahead because they have to save face. 
 
MODERATOR:  Explain that to me a little more.  Tell me exactly about that.  I mean, if I 
were President Bush, you said, I’m undecided, but I think the President is going to get 
my vote.  You said, here’s one of these points I’m a little undecided on.  What are you 
trying to say to me as President of the United States? 
 
JILL:  I’m sorry? 
 

MODERATOR:  You made a really interesting and telling remark.  What I’m trying to do 
is to understand it a little bit more.  Here you are, an undecided voter, leaning towards 
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Bush.  But at the same time, you said, let me tell you one of my undecided points.  Just 
sort of tease that out a little bit. 
 
JILL:  That little kernel of doubt.  Who’s being honest in this stuff?  I hear so many 
people that say, you know, I think he’s lying to us.  But then I hear other people say, 
well, he acted on the best information that he had at the time.  But, you know, now 
looking back, he says, gee, we really made a mistake.  We have to do what we can to 
repair this mistake. 
 
MODERATOR:  Would that make you think more of him or less of him? 
 
JILL:  I think more of him.  If he said, you know, I thought I did what was right for the 
country, but in light of recent events, I think we have to change our plan. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rebecca, you nodded to what Jill was saying.  Why? 
 
REBECCA:  I think that nobody’s perfect.  Everybody makes mistakes.  When you 
discover that you made a mistake, you need to make it right, whether it makes you look 
good or bad.  You need to do it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you feel the President does or doesn’t in that area? 
 
REBECCA:  That is one of the things that worries me about the President.  I think that 
he comes across very much like, I know what’s right and this is what we’re going to do.  
What comforts me is that I know that he has, you know, he has the Congress, and the 
Senate, and the Vice President.  He has a wife.  He’s not alone.  He can’t just say, this 
is what it is.  He’s not a dictator.  It’s a democracy and he has to work with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Nancy, do you have any point of view?  As you said, 
you’re a little undecided, but you’re also a Republican who votes. 
 
NANCY:  When I think of this whole episode, actually, it started with 9/11.  Then going 
into a war.  I guess I would just like to know in my heart that this was not about oil.  It 
really is one of my big issues.  If it was another country that had, you know, a nuclear 
supply, would we still have gone in there or was it because that country was an oil-
producing country? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Deb, I’m going to try and avoid getting into that debate.  But 
what I was trying to play off of with Jill and Rebecca was the sense of sort of certainty 
and strong leadership versus the ability to admit a mistake, which I thought was your 
point about it and Rebecca saying, that’s something that I like versus don’t like.  Jackie, 
do you want to say anything on that? 
 
JACKIE:  No. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  Let me ask one other quick thing.  We’re going 
long because you guys are so interesting.  Is there a moment in which you knew that 
you were going to vote for Kerry or for Bush?  Was there a moment where you said, 
yep, that was it.  You know, I always love to ask people this.  Is there a moment that 
you knew that you were going to marry your spouse.  People will say, oh, yes.  Is there 
a moment where you knew, where you said, that’s it?  I mean, it’s different from saying I 
voted for him four years ago or I voted against him four years ago.  Is there a moment 
where you said, yep, it’s Kerry or, yep, it’s Bush?  Anybody? 
 
ALISCIA:  I think Kerry has a lot better plan set out.  He offers a lot more things, what 
he’s going to do, how he’s going to fix things, where the money is going to come from. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But was there a moment where that crystallized for you and you 
could say, yeah, I can point to that? 
 
ALISCIA:  Probably the last debate. 
 
TRICIA:  My husband is a Republican.  Together we saw some footage of what some 
of our bombs had done to children in Iraq.  We made a decision not to vote for Bush at 
that moment. 
 
REBECCA:  It was during the third debate.  Bush was talking about healthcare.  He 
was talking about tort reform.  At that moment, I realized he has a clear picture of what 
our country needs as far as that is concerned.  My situation, that is a huge issue to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  I completely agree with Rebecca and what she was saying with the 
healthcare.  When I heard Bush’s discussion about that, I agreed.  When I heard Kerry 
with just the diminished amount of choices as well as the just less variety of physicians 
and specialties, that was my deciding factor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I have one other quick thing.  What did you think of the 
debates?  Let’s play Siskel & Ebert, thumbs up or thumbs down or neutral, just as a 
process.  You may have watched one.  You may have watched all three.  What did you 
think of the debates?  Anybody?  Thumbs up or thumbs down, we’ll do it on three.  
One, two, three.  Let’s see what they look like.  Neutral, up, up, up, neutral, neutral, up, 
up, up, neutral, neutral, sorry, down, and up.  Okay.  So we only have one down.  Most 
of the rest are either neutral or up.  Those people who said positive, why? 
 
WOMAN:  I liked watching the facial expressions while watching the other opponent. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  What made the debates up for people?  Monica, did you have 
an up?  Neutral.  Okay.  Who had an up? 
 
MELISSA:   I just felt like Bush was being caught and trapped into a lot of issues that 
he just didn’t know how to answer.  It gave us an opportunity to see that.  He was 
tongue-tied a couple of times. 
 
ALISCIA:  It showed that Kerry was a stronger person there. 
 
REBECCA:  I just enjoyed hearing, you know, them talk about things that we don’t 
always get to hear about.  When I saw Zell Miller . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
REBECCA:  When I saw Zell Miller, that’s his name right, the Democrat? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
REBECCA:  Who spoke for the Republican . . . that one was something for me as well, 
to think that he changed his political party at this point and supports Bush.  I’ve read 
that there have been 200 other Democrats that have changed parties since Bush has 
come into office.  That makes me wonder.  You know?  What do they see on a different 
level? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else?  Anybody have an individual impression 
that came from the debates, something where if I said close your eyes and give me one 
impression that came from the debates, something that you saw, anything that you 
thought of? 
 
WOMAN:  I did not care for Kerry’s snide comment about Cheney’s daughter being a 
lesbian.  Him saying her name was totally wrong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Does anybody else feel that way? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  I totally agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Several people, mainly, I think, the Republicans.  Anybody else, 
an impression? 
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WOMAN:  In the last debate, I had the strong impression as I was listening to Kerry that 
he was intentionally throwing out every group of voters there were.  He was trying to 
appeal to every group of voters.  You can’t do that.  You can’t appeal to everybody on 
everybody’s individual issue and yet do what’s right.  I really got that impression that 
was going on.  It was like he just waited a minute, but he seemed . . .  
 
WOMAN:  He’ll get around to you. 
 
WOMAN:  Yep. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else?  Those wearing red sweaters . . .  
 
MARIA:  I thought that the impression that George Bush left in all three debates was 
Iraq, Iraq, Iraq.  That is the answer for unemployment.  That is the answer for 
healthcare.  That is the answer for all of these.  He can’t get beyond that because he 
feels that is his only shining star, which I don't think is a shining star at all. 
 
WOMAN:  I thought he talked about education, though.  In the last debate, all I heard 
him say was education, education, education. 
 
MARIA:  Yeah, even when he was answering questions about unemployment, I 
remember that Kerry said, now was he asking about unemployment?  That wasn’t what 
he replied about.  So he doesn’t like to discuss things that obviously are an issue to 
most Americans and are a problem in this country. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . Protecting us. 
 
MARIA:  Again, I have problems with a president who hasn’t enough integrity to say, 
look, I know we’ve got some areas to fix here.  Here they are.  These numbers don’t 
look good, but this is what we’re going to do.  He can’t even do that.  He can’t even 
admit that there is an issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me move on. Thank you.  Good insights.  Write down if 
there’s any woman in America you particularly admire.  It doesn’t have to be in political 
life, anything, a woman you admire.  Don’t put down mom.  Okay.  Write down a woman 
that makes you say, yeah, that’s somebody I admire.  Does anybody have one? 
 
NANCY:  Oprah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Did anybody put down Oprah?  I got four people who put down Oprah, 
five.  Anybody else? 
 
MELISSA:  Hillary Clinton. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody put down Hillary Clinton?  Two people.  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  Sister Theresa. 
 
MODERATOR:  I don’t think we have her.  Do we?  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  
Good.  This is a lightening round.  I’m going to give you the name of various people and 
I want you to give me a word or phrase.  Heather, are you particularly good on the 
lightening rounds? 
 
HEATHER:  No. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, I think you’ll do great.  I want a word or phrase to describe your 
feelings about that person.  Now if I were to say Nancy Reagan, don’t say former First 
Lady.  I know she was the former First Lady.  You would give me a feeling, an attitude.  
We’ll try it just as a practice.  Donald Trump, a word or phrase . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Hair. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  Wealthy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Give me a word or phrase to describe your feelings. 
 
WOMAN:  Fired. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes.  Give me a word or phrase to describe your feelings. 
 

WOMAN:  Powerful. 
 
WOMAN:  Pompous. 
 
NANCY:  Powerful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Let’s start with George W. Bush.  Tricia, a word or 
phrase . . .  
 
TRICIA:  Incompetent. 
 
NANCY:  Strong leader. 
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REBECCA:  Steadfast. 
 
CARRIE:  International politics. 
 
ALISCIA:  Lost. 
 
JACKIE:  Strong leader. 
 
DEB:  Incompetent. 
 
MARIA:  Stubborn. 
 
MONICA:  Indecisive. 
 
JILL:  Committed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  John Edwards. 
 
REBECCA:  I only saw him in one debate.  I thought he was a promoter. 
 
HEATHER:  I think he’s an eloquent speaker. 
 
MELISSA:  I’d say promoter. 
 
TRICIA:  He’s a family man. 
 
NANCY:  Pass. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Pass is okay. 
 
ALISCIA:  I’d go with what Nancy said. 
 
JILL:  I don't have a strong feeling about him either. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  He looks like Jack Tripper. 
 
WOMAN:  The first thing that came to my mind was the common man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Bill Clinton. 
 
HEATHER:  Weak. 
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MELISSA:  I liked Bill Clinton. 
 
MARIA:  Honorable. 
 
ALISCIA:  A good leader. 
 
DEB:  Dishonorable. 
 
CARRIE:  Scoundrel. 
 
REBECCA:  That is what I was thinking, scoundrel. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John McCain. 
 
ALISCIA:  He’s fine. 
 
MARIA:  Honest. 
 
MELISSA:  Hard working. 
 
JACKIE:  Looking for more money. 
 
HEATHER:  I don’t have a strong opinion. 
 
NANCY:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
MONICA:  He’s opinionated. 
 
WOMAN:  I’m actually originally from Arizona.  I think that he’s been a good leader. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dick Cheney. 
 
MARIA:  Disgusting. 
 
JILL:  Smart. 
 
ALISCIA:  Confused. 
 
DEB:  I thought he was very poised. 
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JACKIE:  A good speaker. 
 
NANCY:  Supportive. 
 
CARRIE:  Out to make a buck for himself. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John Kerry. 
 
REBECCA:  I think that he’s a career politician. 
 
ALISCIA:  The next president. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But what do you feel about him? 
 
ALISCIA:  I like him.  I think he’s a good speaker. 
 
JILL:  Uncertain. 
 
MONICA:  I think strong and competent. 
 
MARIA:  Thoughtful. 
 
MELISSA:  I think he’s highly intelligent. 
 
JACKIE:  A leaker. 
 
DEB:  Indecisive. 
 
HEATHER:  Slippery. 
 
NANCY:  More than a phrase?  I’m sorry.  I just lot my train of thought. 
 
MODERATOR:  That’s okay.  Anybody else got one?  Carrie, did I ask you? 
 
CARRIE:  No.  Uncertain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I need your help.  I’m casting a Hollywood movie.  It’s going to 
be called The George W. Bush Story.  What actor should we get to play George W. 
Bush? 
 
MARIA:  Chevy Chase. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who should we get to play George W. Bush? 
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WOMAN:  I liked Chevy Chase. 
 
MODERATOR:  You liked Chevy Chase also. 
 
WOMAN:  What’s the guy on Saturday Night Live now?  I think he does a pretty good 
impersonation. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  . . . Was pretty good at it too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody? 
 

WOMAN:  Harrison Ford.  He’s good in everything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  How about The John Kerry Story? 
 
WOMAN:  Make him handsome.  Robert Redford. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robert Redford. 
 

WOMAN:  Actually, did somebody suggest Gomer Pyle?  I think it applies to both. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  We’re not going to take you on the 
casting crew here.  Okay.  Onward and upward.  That is, where does George Bush 
excel as President?  Where does he excel?  What makes him good? 
 
WOMAN:  I like his view on abortion.  He’s against it, especially the full-term abortion, 
things like that.  He’s very strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Where does George Bush excel?  You may not love him Maria, 
but where does he excel? 
 
MARIA:  I actually do believe that he had good intentions in making sure that most 
Americans can buy homes.  So I do applaud him on that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Where does he excel, Melissa? 
 
MELISSA:  I think as far as education goes.  I learned recently that he, as well as other 
Republicans, are for school choice.  Some Democrats may not be.  I recently found that 
out. 
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REBECCA:  In taxes.  He’s able to give everybody a tax break.  That’s not something 
that has happened for a long time. 
 
JACKIE:  I think just, as I stated before, have the increased testing before kids can go 
onto high school to further their education. 
 
DEB:  I also agree with education.  I think it’s the strongest thing he’s done so far. 
 
HEATHER:  I think just in his resolve.  He does what he says he’s going to do. 
 
NANCY:  No Child Left Behind. 
 
JILL:  It’s education for me also. 
 

MONICA:  I’d say education definitely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What is the most important lesson that George Bush needs to 
learn?  What is the most important lesson that he needs to learn? 
 
WOMAN:  That it’s okay to make a mistake and to know that you can admit to it.  I think 
it looks worse when you’re hiding behind someone or other people rather than admitting 
the truth. 
 
WOMAN: I’d like to see him be a little more humble. 
 

WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  What else?  Deb, I mean, you can be . . . for someone, even your 
husband, you may say, yeah, great person.  But what does he need to learn? 
 
DEB:  I think he needs to be a little more humble. 
 
MODERATOR:  And how does that bother you?  Why does it bother you?  How does it 
manifest itself? 
 
DEB:  I think it gives the rest of the world an impression that we’re arrogant. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
DEB:  Obviously, we don’t need that. 
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HEATHER:  I would say that he needed to speak more in the beginning and give more 
reasons why he felt it was important to go to war in Iraq and make people more clear on 
things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nancy, you’re an undecided person. 
 
NANCY:  Yeah.  In the campaign, and I actually feel they’re both guilty of it, let’s just 
stick with the facts.  Tell us what you’re going to do.  Don’t tell us what this other guy 
might do or put fear in us.  Just tell us what you’re going to do, so we know what 
direction you’re going. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Monica, what does he need to learn? 
 
MONICA:  Basically, just to be straightforward.  I think he answers questions in a 
roundabout way.  I don’t feel like I get an adequate answer.  I don’t feel like I know, I 
understand what his plan is.  Instead of talking about other issues and referring to the 
war all the time . . . not really pertinent. 
 
JILL:  He does talk about the war, you know, like that is his shining star.  I think he 
needs to expand on his other accomplishments. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is that his shining star as far as you’re concerned? 
 
JILL:  I’m not sure.  I think, you know, he said what he was going to do and he did it.  
To me, I like that in a president.  You know?  That is a strong trait. 
 
MODERATOR:  Carrie, what does he need to learn? 
 

CARRIE:  I think he is very headstrong, but I think it would be nice if maybe he took a 
step back and took a look at what’s going on . . . charge forward or change the plan of 
attack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  There are two things I’d like to do just very quickly.  Number 
one, he’s going to give a final pre-election speech in eight days from now or ten days 
from now.  He asked me to ask you all here to write this pre-election speech.  You knew 
you were here for a reason, didn’t you, Jackie?  Great writer.  Okay.  What should he 
say in his pre-election speech?  What would you like to hear from him? 
 
WOMAN:  I’d like to hear about more domestic issues.  I mean, we’ve heard all about 
Iraq.  We’ve heard everything that you can hear about it.  I want to hear more 
domestically what he has in mind. 
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HEATHER:  When he says something, just like he has been doing, I want to hear him 
more say what it means and just stick with that.  Say it bluntly and what he believes 
without spinning it around.  Just say it. 
 
DEB:  More meat on the bones of the issues, not just . . . I know a lot about the 
statements.  In the debate, you’re going back and forth and this kind of stuff.  I’m going 
to even pass certain laws.  Well, what are they?  Give me more specifics about what 
exactly is going to be done. 
 
JACKIE:  I guess a little bit more expansion on his plan and how we’re going to solve 
the healthcare problem.  I guess I feel like I’ve heard a lot on Kerry’s and I’m just not 
sure what George Bush’s plan is to solve it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tricia, you’re not going to be voting for him, unless I missed my guess.  
Is there anything you’d like to hear him say? 
 
TRICIA:  What would really relieve me is if I didn’t hear any attacks.  I want to hear a 
positive speech.  That is what I would like to hear. 
 
MODERATOR:  One other thing, the day after election, CSPAN has decided to replay 
this marvelous group.  The question that they’ll be replaying is this.  George Bush lost 
the election.  Why did he lose the election?  I’m not saying that you’re voting against 
him.  All I’m saying is everybody turns back and says, boy, Jackie just had it nailed 
when she said . . . why did he lose the election?  Don’t say he got fewer votes. 
 
JACKIE:  I was going to say something about the votes.  I hear a lot about the 
corruption of the people who are putting in invalid ballots. 
 
MODERATOR:  So he lost the election only because there were . . . 
 

JACKIE:  I think that is a great possibility. 
 
DEB:  Because he didn’t have the confidence of the American people.  I mean, it 
comes right down to the votes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why didn’t he the confidence?  Where did he fail to have the 
confidence? 
 
DEB:  Well, on the issues. 
 
HEATHER:  I think he would lose simply because we are such a divided nation.  It’s so 
close. 
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NANCY:  War is not popular.  Every day you hear about somebody’s kid dying.  That’s 
not popular by any means. 
 

REBECCA:  I think if he loses, it will be because Kerry presents a feeling of hope for a 
lot of people. 
 
JILL:  I want to say that I don’t think he’s given enough hope to the seniors in our 
country.  They’re in fear of their healthcare and their Social Security, those kind of 
benefits. 
 
MODERATOR:  How has your opinion of John Kerry changed over the course of this 
campaign, Nancy? 
 
NANCY:  Back to my war issue, I’m definitely undecided on that.  It’s just a new 
direction, I’m assuming, from what he’s said and what Bush is saying at the moment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How has your opinion of John Kerry changed over the course of 
the campaign, Monica? 
 
MONICA:  I don't necessarily agree with the healthcare issue.  I like . . . extent.  I would 
say that is my most undecided factor right now.  Other than that, it is still going up and 
down.  I hear good things and bad things from both sides.  That’s what makes me 
undecided. 
 
NANCY:  Can I go back?  One thing that I have been concerned about when I listen to 
him is that I hear some good things from him, but I just think big tax, big tax.  Where is 
the money coming from to go and do all these things that he wants to do? 
 
MODERATOR:  Maria, how has your opinion of John Kerry changed over the course of 
this campaign?  You may be anti-Bush, but how has your opinion of him changed? 
 
MARIA:  Well, he was not my choice for the Democratic ticket. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. Who did you want? 
 
MARIA:  I thought that Mr. Yeller, his name escapes me. 
 
MODERATOR:  He will be pleased to know that he’s described that way. 
 
MARIA:  Yes.  I just forgot his name for five minutes.  I thought Howard Dean probably 
would have made a better candidate.  But he’s done a better job of not looking so much 
as a 20-year politician and actually giving you substance on the issues. 
 
CARRIE:  John Kerry wasn’t my choice for the Democratic ticket either. 
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MODERATOR:  Who was your choice? 
 
CARRIE:  Edwards.  The fact that he chose Edwards as his running mate is primarily 
what has gotten my support. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Aliscia, have you changed your opinion of John 
Kerry over the course of the campaign? 
 
ALISCIA:  I actually voted for George Bush originally.  I think that through the debates 
Kerry showed to be a lot stronger speaker.  He had a lot more issues versus Bush who 
doesn’t really elaborate very much on things.  He repeats himself a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  And did you vote for Gore or for Bush in 2000? 
 
ALISCIA:  Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  But you’re a Democrat, right? 
 

ALISCIA:  Leaning. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Leaning Democrat.  So you switched from Bush to Kerry and 
what was it that said, okay, I’m going to cross the line?  Why? 
 
ALISCIA:  I agree more with Kerry, what his plans are.  Other than abortion issues, I 
really like what Kerry has to offer.  I trust him more than I do with Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I don’t trust Bush where? 
 
ALISCIA:  He doesn’t have a lot to offer me.  He has never elaborated too much in my 
eyes in what I want to hear.  His plans just . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How did he win you in 2000? 
 
ALISCIA:  I personally think, I don't think he won.  I don’t think he should have won. 
 
MODERATOR:  But you voted for him. 
 
ALISCIA:  I did.  I did, but . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How did he . . .  
 
ALISCIA:  I think I was kind of hoaxed in a way. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what makes you feel comfortable?  Jackie, you may not be 
voting for him, but he may be your next president.  What area do you feel comfortable 
in thinking that he would be a good president?  You say, he may not be my choice, but I 
think he would be a good president here. 
 
JACKIE:  I’ll get back to you on that. 
 
DEB:  When I was going through some of the issues, I was scoring what I felt he was 
stronger in than Bush.  Actually, his homeland security plan was not bad.  I thought that 
was actually very good. 
 
HEATHER:  I would say probably social programs.  He’s probably better at creating 
those types of things. 
 
NANCY:  Social programs also. 
 
JILL:  I like his position on gun control. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Turn it around.  What nagging doubts do you have about John 
Kerry?  He may be the next president of the United States.  You may be voting for him.  
What is your nagging doubt?  What is the uncertainty that you have about him? 
 
WOMAN:  Well, the propaganda about his indecisiveness and flip-flopping. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So you worry that he would be . . .  
 

WOMAN:  I don’t know if that is propaganda or truly him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Aliscia, where do you have nagging doubts or uncertainties? 
 
ALISCIA:  I think . . . whether he’s really telling the truth and where the money is going 
to come from, whether he’s really going to tax the wealthy, people making $200,000 or 
more are going to get a higher tax.  I don’t know whether it’s completely true.  I want it 
to be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rebecca, what are your nagging doubts about John Kerry as 
president? 
 
REBECCA:  I think he’s going to create too many socialist programs. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So he’s going to be spendy. 
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JILL:  The taxes.  I fear that it could be one of those things where he’s not going to 
raise taxes, but he’s going to change his opinion on it because he sees the condition 
we’re in and we have to pay for this. 
 
MONICA:  Definitely the taxes.  I don’t know . . . one thing and then he does another.  
When he realizes we have no money or we don’t have enough to do this and we need 
more money, what is he going to do? 
 
MODERATOR:  You weren’t for John Kerry in the primaries, Maria.  You’re now 100% 
behind him because you’re not for George Bush.  What is your doubt or uncertainty 
about John Kerry? 
 
MARIA:  That he’s playing the politician’s game and that he is promising too much. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Melissa? 
 
MELISSA:  Well, what I didn’t like was how he allowed John Edwards to take the front 
lead after it was announced that he would be his running mate.  I felt that he needed to 
stay more in the foreground than allow John Edwards to.  I wonder if he’s going to 
present that if he were elected.  I wonder about that. 
 
MODERATOR:  So would he be strong enough to hold . . .  
 
MELISSA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tricia? 
 

TRICIA:  I wonder how effective he would be.  I suppose it depends. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what makes you uncertain about his effectiveness? 
 
TRICIA:  Well, it depends on what the balance is.  It’s just unknown how everything is 
going to fall. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Nancy? 
 
NANCY:  Definitely taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
NANCY:  Too much spending and all his programs sound like money. 
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MODERATOR:  Yeah.  This may redundant, but it just may be interesting.  I mean, one 
of the things I noticed in the third debate as well as in the speeches of President Bush 
recently is that he says John Kerry is the biggest liberal in the United States Senate.  
How important and how much does it bother you? 
 
WOMAN:  It doesn’t bother me too much for the fact that the same reason people are 
supporting Bush is because he has Congress, and Senate, and the Vice President, and 
all these people who had to go with him or not.  Kerry would be in the same position.  
He cannot do it by himself.  It’s not a dictatorship.  It’s a democracy.  There are going to 
be some balances there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Monica, are you worried about it? 
 
MONICA:  I’m actually not.  I think that change is good.  Some happens for the worse, 
some for the better.  But I don’t think the way things are run 50 or 100 years ago were 
right either. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Jill, does the liberal label bother you? 
 
JILL:  It does in the case of the moral issues.  I mean, that really makes me feel 
uncomfortable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   And the moral issues being . . .  
 
JILL:  Abortion and gay marriage.  I’m not sure about the marriage issue.  I’m kind of 
leaning towards, you know, civil union kind of thing.  Do they have to take it too far?  
You know?  I don’t want him to just be the popular, you know, make the popular choice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Just anybody on gay marriage, is it an important issue to you?  
Heather, you talked about the moral values as an important element.  Is that an 
important issue to you, gay marriage? 
 
 
HEATHER:  Probably not one of my top, it’s not something I’m going to vote for 
somebody or vote against somebody because of.  Yeah, I mean, the same thing 
marriage certificate that my husband and I have, I feel that should be between a man 
and a woman.  That’s just a personal belief. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else on gay marriage as an issue that has resonance, 
either positive or negatively one way or another? 
 
WOMAN:  I agree with Heather.  I think, you know, as a Christian, I believe that 
marriage is between a man and a woman. 
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WOMAN:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  But do you believe there should be an amendment to our Constitution over 
something that’s, what I consider, religious? 
 
WOMAN:  That was something that was done somewhat offensively.  Otherwise it was 
going to be up to the states.  You can’t have one state that recognizes marriage and not 
all of them.  I think that was more . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I think as a society, we have a right to decide what we think marriage is.  If 
we decide that marriage is between a man and a woman, then that should be the way it 
is. 
 
WOMAN:  I thought someone was just saying something about not wanting the popular 
opinion.  Who just said something about that? 
 
WOMAN:  I did. 
 
WOMAN:  And you were actually saying it on the other side.  I just find that interesting. 
 
WOMAN:  I don't know, you know, there is a lot of Hollywood kind of stuff involved in 
this politics too.  I think that has a big influence on people.  I worry about that.  The 
popular I was referring to was kind of that.  What is hip? 
 
WOMAN:  And I think also that, you know, I’m tolerant to all different types.  I don’t want 
to be labeled as somebody that’s, you know, gay bashing just because I have a 
personal belief. 
 
WOMAN:  Right. 
 

WOMAN:  Based on my religion. 
 
MARIA:  A personal belief shouldn’t be made into a law. 
 
WOMAN:  I didn’t say that necessarily.  It was something that I think was done 
offensively, done to protect.  As I said, you can’t have one state making that okay and 
then the rest are going to have to acknowledge that as a marriage as well. 
 
MARIA:  No.  It’s up to each state.  I think you’re right.  Representation by the people, 
but the Constitution doesn’t need to be amended as a result of that.  I think each state 
is capable of doing that.  They do that on all different levels with all different things. 
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WOMAN:  It is true.  I mean, you live in Illinois and you’re allowed to be married.  Then 
you move.  I mean, people move.  Then you’re not recognized anymore. 
 
WOMAN:  Every state doesn’t have to recognize anybody else’s marriage. 
 

MARIA:  Right. 
 
WOMAN:  I suppose.  I think eventually, though . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  I think there are other issues involved in that marriage.  There is, you 
know . . .  
 
MARIA:  . . . The Constitution should be amended for that. 
 
WOMAN:  I don’t really actually know enough about that to answer honestly.  I just 
know my personal belief is that marriage should be between a man and a woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I have another question.  We brought up stem-cell research.  
Anybody have a point of view here and does it count?  Is it important in this election? 
 
WOMAN:  I think it’s very important along with the moral issues.  Technology only 
brings further advancement, obviously.  It’s already being done, not government 
funded.  It’s really scary some of the things that they’re doing, in my opinion, as a health 
provider.  No, I don’t think that it should be further in one respect because you’re 
making babies.  I mean, it’s out of nothing.  On some other respect, you can also save 
human lives by making organs and that too.  It’s a tough subject to look at.  It’s not a 
cut-and-dry issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  But on ballots, you would say no. 
 
WOMAN:  Right. 
 
REBECCA:  I think that with stem-cell research, we’re like out there grasping at straws.  
From what I understand of medicine and from what I hear from my husband and from 
other doctors is that we’re hoping for something that’s so far down the road.  It’s not 
something that we can even make happen at this point.  You have to judge the 
sacrifice.  I think that Bush made a big decision to go ahead and continue research on 
the lines that are available, but not to create new lines. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody here disagree with that point of view?  Anybody have a 
different point of view? 
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WOMAN:  I do.  I think for one that we’re not educated enough on exactly what is 
entailed.  Actually, I don’t really think I know enough to have an opinion.  I realize I don’t 
know enough.  From what I’m hearing, though, the lines that are there aren’t as high of 
quality as they should be.   You’re saying things are so far down in the future, but, I 
mean, isn’t that how America has always worked? 
 
REBECCA:  Yeah.  But the money and the research, all the time that’s spent on this, 
the possibility that sometime in the future we could solve something . . . 
 
WOMAN:  What if someone had said that about . . .  
 
MARIA:  NASA. 
 
WOMAN:  Right. 
 
REBECCA:  It could be used to research breast cancer, I mean, something that people 
are dying from today.  I mean, so many people are dying from so many disease that we 
could do something about.  You know?  Being able to try to fuse a spinal cord in 100 
years from now, think of all the people who are going to die in the meantime.  Why are 
we focused on something that is so far away, so out of reach? 
 

MODERATOR:  Maria, any point of view here? 
 
MARIA:  I feel like you, I mean, I don’t feel like I’m very well-educated on the topic.  I 
think that our government should take an interest in new technologies.  If we had felt 
like that, we would never have sent a man to the moon and discovered some of the 
things that we discovered.  It’s in our nature to want to fix things and make things better.  
I think our government needs to take an interest in that. 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s Saturday before the election.  John Kerry has just bought half an 
hour.  You can have anybody interview him and talk about anything that would help you 
as a voter for Kerry, that may allay your fears or as a voter against Kerry that may allow 
you to understand this new president.  Do you have anybody that you would like to 
have interview him?  Would you say, yeah, I think this is a person who would really get 
in some questions I’d like to hear from him? 
 
WOMAN:  I’m not a huge Oprah fan, but I think she has a pretty good grasp on what is 
going on in women’s lives.  I think that she would, you know, ask him the questions that 
affect most of us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So we’ve got a vote for Oprah.  Anybody else? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
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MODERATOR:  Jay Leno. 
 
WOMAN:  I think he’s very educated.  I think he could really get to him. 
 
WOMAN:  I like Katie Couric. 
 
MODERATOR:  Katie Couric.  Okay.  Why? 
 
WOMAN:  I think she gets to issues.  I think she’s a very strong female.  She stays on 
target. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  Barbara Walters. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  Same reason. 
 
WOMAN:  I want to see if she can make him cry. 
 
WOMAN:  I’d like to see Rush Limbaugh. 
 
WOMAN:  The crack addict. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Nancy? 
 
NANCY:  I almost don’t want to see anybody in media doing it.  I just think there is so 
much bias. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Forget who’s interviewing.  Tell me what you would like them to 
find out from John Kerry.  What would be helpful to know, just as when we said, what’s 
the question you want answered about George Bush?  What do you want to find out 
about John Kerry, Melissa? 
 
MELISSA:  I’d like to find out what his stance would be about taxes, and what type of 
social programs he may have ideas about, and how much money he plans to spend. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else?  Here’s what I want to find out. 
 
JILL:  How much he thinks he can realistically, what he can put in four years and get 
done? 
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MODERATOR:  You mean, what can he accomplish? 
 

JILL:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s realistic versus what’s gloss? 
 
JILL:  Exactly.  What do you think you can really do and what’s going to change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Heather, we’ll come to you in a second.  Nancy? 
 
NANCY:  I guess . . . tax on the manufacturing jobs.  The fact that some are leaving 
and I have two in my family that have lost jobs because of the manufacturing . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Why did they lose jobs? 
 
NANCY:  Pardon me? 
 
MODERATOR:  Why did they lose jobs? 
 
NANCY:  Different businesses have left Wisconsin, not necessarily overseas or 
something, but just a local issue actually. 
 
HEATHER:  Mine would also be the issue of taxes.  With rolling back the tax credits 
and the tax breaks we already have received, that is going to be a tax increase.  My 
main concern is on small businesses.  Small businesses, I work for one.  They make 
over $200,000 a year, but they’re considered a small business.  It’s under one person’s 
name.  We’re talking about people that aren’t rich.  We’re talking about companies. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carrie? 
 

CARRIE:  Nothing that hasn’t been said. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me try a couple things.  We’ll change the pace for a quick second.  
By the way, thank you all for bearing with the heat.  This is a special thing.  We decided 
to give you a sauna and a focus group.  You’ve been great and I thank you.  We’ve got 
some water over there if anybody needs this.  Let me try a couple things.  This is just 
sort of fun.  Maybe we could flip the . . . up. 

That is, let me give you a situation.  Tell me who do you want to handle this 
situation.  These are things that could come up.  I give you a choice of Bush, Kerry, 
Cheney, and Edwards.  If you want somebody else, please, just throw in the name.  
You just got ripped off by the local utility company on a new oil heater.  Who do you 
want to get your money back? 
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WOMAN:  Bush. 
 
WOMAN:  Cheney. 
 
WOMAN:  Edwards. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do we have?  Who do you want? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  Cheney. 
 
MARIA:  Cheney. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why do you want Cheney, Maria? 
 

MARIA:  Oh, because he’s like a rat.  He won’t let go. 
 

MODERATOR:  Who else said Cheney? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  I said Cheney. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Same reason? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah.  I think he’s ruthless.  I think he would get that money back for me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Deb? 
 
DEB:  What about the trial lawyer? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
JACKIE:  I’m with Edwards too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edwards, and the reason is, Jackie? 
 
JACKIE:  Same reason.  He’s an attorney. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me try another.  You’re lost in a forest, I mean, really lost, 
Nancy.  You don’t have any compass.  You’re guide has just run away. You lost that 
guide.  Who do you want to be your guide to get you back to civilization? 
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NANCY:  Me? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
NANCY:  Kerry.  I guess he was out in that Vietnam environment.  I’m hoping he 
learned a few things about survival. 
 
DEB:  I agree.  He’s a veteran.  I’ll take him. 
 
MELISSA:  I would say Kerry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody have another choice?  Who do you want, Monica? 
 
MONICA:  Kerry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Everybody wants Kerry. 
 
WOMAN:  I’ll take my chances.  I don’t want any of them. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay . . . is going to get back by herself.  Good.  Carrie? 
 
CARRIE:  I chose Kerry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let’s try this.  This is a person who is going to organize and 
direct your community watch programs in your neighborhood where there’s been a 
tremendous amount of assaults.  Who are you going to want, Jackie? 
 
JACKIE:  Bush, George Bush. 
 
MODERATOR: Okay.  You want George Bush.  Who else wants George Bush?  Jill 
does.  Heather does.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Deb and Nancy . . . want? 
 
WOMAN:  I like who he’s got for his Secretary of Defense. 
 
MODERATOR:  No.  So you think you’ll get all the . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Nancy, who do you want? 
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NANCY:  I said Bush.  I just think he’s strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Rebecca, who do you want? 
 

REBECCA:  I think I would take Cheney. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why do you want Cheney? 
 
REBECCA:  Well, I think that he gets things done.  He sits down and I think he would 
be very hard to say no to. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  I agree with Cheney. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  A couple Cheney’s.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Let me try this.  
Here’s the situation.  A terrorist group is holding your child and ten other children in your 
class as hostages.  Who do you want?  Write it down.  Write down your answer.  Who 
do you want?  A terrorist is holding your child and ten other children in your class as 
hostages.  Who do you want?  Okay.  Here we go.  Going directly around the table.  
Jackie? 
 
JACKIE:  Bush. 
 
DEB:  Cheney. 
 
HEATHER:  Bush. 
 
NANCY:  Edwards. 
 
TRICIA:  Kerry. 
 
MELISSA: Kerry. 
 
MARIA:  Kerry. 
 
MONICA:  Bush. 
 
JILL:  Edwards. 
 
ALISCIA:  Kerry. 
 
REBECCA:  Kerry. 
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CARRIE:  Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  Interesting.  Okay.  All the people who say Kerry, tell me why.  
Rebecca, what got you to Kerry? 
 
REBECCA:  Because I’ve seen what Bush has done as far as terrorism.  He says we’re 
not going to negotiate with terrorists.  If my child was in that class, I would hope that 
Kerry would like negotiate.  Actually, I think that’s a weakness, but since we’re talking 
about my child, I’m going to do it selfish. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Aliscia? 
 
ALISCIA:  I would have to agree on that.  I think Kerry would have a better plan.  I think 
that Bush would just jump into what he wants to do and he would be stubborn about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Monica? 
 
MONICA:  I said Bush. 
 
MODERATOR: Okay.  And let me get the Kerry’s first and then I’ll come back around to 
Bush.  Maria? 
 
MARIA:  Because I think he’s more of a diplomat.  I think that he would use every 
resource possible to try to get those children out alive as opposed to just going gung-
ho, John Wayne style. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melissa? 
 

MELISSA:  I think he would take his time and think it through.  He would consult with 
his other cabinet members.  I don't think he would do a John Wayne like Maria was 
saying. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tricia? 
 

TRICIA:  I agree with what Melissa said.  I think he would listen.  He would negotiate.  
He’s more . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Did anybody else put Kerry on this side?  Okay.  Then let’s go to the 
Bush people, the people who said Bush.  Why did you put down Bush? 
 
WOMAN:  Yes.  I did. 
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MODERATOR:  Why did you put down Bush? 
 
WOMAN:  Just with the four years experience that he has, he has some experience.  I 
don't know that Kerry or any of those other necessarily do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Jill, did you put down Bush? 
 
JILL:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who put down Bush, who else?  Heather, you put down Bush. 
 
HEATHER:  Yeah.  Just because I would think that if anybody the terrorists knew who 
they were, I think that they would believe that Bush was going to do whatever he said 
he was going to do to them if they didn’t let go of my kids. 
 
JACKIE:  I agree with that.  I wouldn’t want to be sitting and waiting forever because 
they’re going to be killing of kids sooner or later.  I want mine getting back. 
 
MODERATOR:  And so you’re saying Kerry would be too slow to act.  Okay.  Monica? 
 

MONICA:  Partly because he has experience in dealing with terrorists and things like 
that.  He is not slow to act on it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And so a couple people said Edwards.  Why Edwards? 
 
WOMAN:  He’s a lawyer.  They’re always working deals. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else have Edwards? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
WOMAN:  Same, that he would have some negotiating abilities and intelligence. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Cheney, who had Cheney?  Why? 
 
WOMAN:  I felt he was less threatening, I guess, to a terrorist.  I was looking at it more 
on a big scale, a small scale.  I think that he would be less threatening and could 
be . . . without being threatening. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask one other question.  That is, let’s suppose that this 
country is in a very serious recession, not a depression, but a very serious recession.  A 
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lot of businesses are going out of business.  Things are really rocky in terms of the 
economy.  Who do you want as president, George Bush or John Kerry?  How many 
say, I want John Kerry?  Two, four, okay, six.  How many want Bush?  Okay.  Pretty 
much along voting lines. 

Let me try one other situation.  The United States has gotten itself in a very 
serious international crisis and dispute with China.  A really serious war could break out 
over this.  Obviously, it’s a question of how you deal with it, what do you do, where are 
you at?  How many people would like George Bush as the president?  Hands up. 
 
WOMAN:  I can’t really vote because I don’t know anything about it. 
 
WOMAN:  I don’t understand. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, it’s no different than the previous one.  All I’m saying is this.  Now 
we’re on an international situation.  It’s a very serious crisis with China.  Clearly, for 
some, they could go back to the Cuban Missile Crisis or something.  It’s clear that the 
countries have come to . . . heads.  It’s a very, very serious situation.  You have a 
choice.  You can either have George Bush as president or John Kerry. 
 
WOMAN:  And the U.N. is backing it . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  No.  We don’t know . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  All we know . . .  
 
WOMAN:  . . . Senator . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  All we know is that it is a very serious crisis.  These two countries, I 
mean, a lot of times in the old days, we used to talk about the red telephone as that 
kind of crisis.  It’s clear that it’s escalated up to a presidential level, that element.  I 
would like to just get a quick vote.  How many people would say that they would like 
George Bush as their president in that situation?  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven.  
Okay.  And the reason, Carrie? 
 
CARRIE:  I just think that Bush excels at international policies and stuff.  I lean towards 
Kerry because I’m looking at it domestically. 
 
JILL:  I think he consults with a lot of people to get his information.  He’s kind of got a 
reputation for doing what he says. 
 
NANCY:  He’s strong.  He’s got experience.  I’ve seen him in action. 
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JACKIE:  I agree with what they all said. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  I’ll just let somebody, Maria, on the other side . . . 
 
MARIA:  I get to be the representative. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes, you are. 
 
MARIA:  I think clearly everyone keeps pointing to experience, so I will to.  His 
experience, George Bush’s experience, clearly shows that he has very poor diplomatic 
skills when it comes to the international scene.  I think Kerry would be better. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Monica, anything you want to say? 
 
MONICA:  I just think Kerry consults more, I guess.  He deals better with people.  I 
mean, he tends to think more before he acts. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  There are two subjects I haven’t really talked much about.  One 
is about terrorism.  Obviously, 9/11 was a central event in the history of America.  How 
does that shape or affect your vote in 2004?  Anybody want to throw in a word? 
 
REBECCA:  Well, it’s a real concern.  I want somebody who is going to be strong 
against terrorists.  I don’t want to go back to having attacks happen on our country and 
nothing being done about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do both Bush and Kerry pass the line, the threshold where you say, 
yes, I can feel comfortable with them or does only one of the two? 
 
REBECCA:  I think only Bush does.  With Kerry, I get the impression that as soon as 
he’s president, he’s going to pull out.  I think as soon as that happens, it sends a 
message to the world that, you know, we just don’t really care what happens.  Do what 
you want to us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carrie? 
 
CARRIE:  I don’t know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others?  The issue of terrorism and how it affects your vote or 
shapes your opinion . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 



ANNENBERG FOCUS GROUP TRANSCRIPT 

WOMEN UNDER 50 

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, OCTOBER 18, 2004, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 51 

 
CARRIE:  I just think Bush is going after the wrong person.  He’s going after someone 
who is not responsible for 9/11, per se.  And I guess that is what my hang-up is with 
him. 
 
MARIA:  I think that Iraq has really opened it up to this.  Now this really will be a hotbed 
for terrorism because it wasn’t an area where terrorists were before.  But now because 
we didn’t have enough troops in the beginning, they just have been pouring in, pouring 
in.  It’s like the California and Texas borders over there.  They are just coming and 
coming in.  Now they will have an oil supply.  They will have friends, Iran.  So we cannot 
afford to let this just go.  I think Kerry definitely knows that.  I think any president, from 
here on out, it won’t just be this next president, this will be our problem for the next 20, 
30 years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Two other things I want to do.  I have 
one quick question, the economy.  Carrie mentioned it.  Nancy mentioned it as 
important.  Both of you talked about husbands losing jobs or outsourcing that went on.  
Is there anybody else who has a particular concern or statement they would like to 
make about the economy?  Deb says the economy is basically coming back.  Things 
are better . . . housing area.  I think you said the economy is on the rebound.  Does 
anybody else have a point of view on the economy and how it affects your vote or how 
you’re thinking about the presidential race? 
 
MELISSA:  I think the economy, I don’t know, I think it’s at a low.  I work in a job center 
and so many people, black, white, Hispanic, Asian, so many people are unemployed.  
They’re having to rely upon government agencies for assistance.  Most people that I 
work with, they’ve maintained jobs for 15, 20 years.  Then they’re gone.  That’s it.  The 
jobs are gone.  Their families are stuck.  So I just see it at a low, maybe because I work 
around it all day.  I see it so much.  It doesn’t . . . I feel like I’m a paycheck away from it 
myself.  A lot of us are. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah.  I want to hear Monica. 
 
MONICA:  I think the biggest issue also besides unemployment is education.  
Milwaukee has a 50% non-graduation rate . . . go.  I think a lot of schools are getting 
close to it.  Too many people don’t place the emphasis on education, partly because 
kids have to work.  Kids have to help their parents support their family because they 
don’t have enough money to.  That is the reason to get a job instead of high 
school . . . kids. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Heather, why don’t you say something followed by Jackie? 
 
HEATHER:  Yeah.  I had wanted to say that I think you have to look back and see that 
we were going into the recession when this President actually came into office.  Then 
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we had a devastating attack on our financial world.  Any president cannot be completely 
to blame for the way our economy is right now.  It is on the rebound.  It is coming back. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
JACKIE:  I was going to agree with what Heather said.  We were initially in the 
recession, however, there is another side about the jobs.  We have to look at our 
technological advancements and computers, how many jobs computers are taking 
away.  That is not any president’s fault.  I mean, that has nothing to do with their 
choices and that type of thing.  But just on a day-to-day level, go to the mall.  You see 
millions of people there spending gobs of money.  There obviously is a good economy 
out there because we’re spending quite frivolously. 
 
WOMAN:  But people live in debt too.  They live beyond their means.  It doesn’t mean 
they have the money. 
 

WOMAN:  Right. 
 
WOMAN:  We are accumulating so much personal debt.  People are claiming 
bankruptcy. 
 
WOMAN:  But you can’t blame that on the President. 
 
WOMAN:  No.  I’m not saying that. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . Vice President. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
REBECCA:  I think that one of the hardest things with the economy is the taxes.  I know 
that my husband and I, he’s a resident and doesn’t make any money, but we pay an 
unholy amount of money in property taxes.  I am thinking, how does anybody do it?  I 
don’t work.  We strive to live within our means.  I think, how does anybody make it on 
this kind of money for a long term?  I mean, we’re in a blessed situation.  We can say 
that down the road, it’s going to work out for us.  But I think the tax burden is just way 
too large.  We need to cut all this wasteful government spending and give it back to the 
people. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say they agree with Rebecca? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR: Everybody wants . . . taxes.  I knew we would get . . . here. 
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[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me do one final question, just very, very quickly.  That is this.  You 
can address it either way.  You’ve been marvelous.  I mean, you have come at this from 
lots of different points on the compass as voters do.  You’ve had sharp exchanges on 
various issues.  You look at things differently.  Clearly, you have thought about the 
issues.  If you had the advantage of delivering one message to either George Bush or 
John Kerry, and you don’t have to deliver it to the person you’re voting for, what 
message do you want to deliver to either one? 

I am only going to let you deliver a message to one of the two.  What I think we’ll 
do is this.  We’ll start with Melissa and then we’ll go to Carrie, Maria, and down to 
Jackie.  So we’ll just sort of move it all around, make it hard for the camera people.  
Good.  Melissa, what one message do you want to deliver and to whom? 
 
MELISSA:  I would deliver a message to Kerry to let him know I really would like for him 
to show me an action of what he plans to do about problems such as education and 
unemployment.  I want him to come to my neighborhood for one week.  I want him to 
see the real devastation and the problems that exist in my world and what’s going on 
here.  I think sometimes the politicians are so far away from reality.  They tend to forget 
about just average people.  I would like to see him just hang with me for about one 
week. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  Carrie, we’re going to do it very quickly. 
 
CARRIE:  I’d like to have Bush look me in the eye and ask him, have you been honest? 
 
MARIA:  To John Kerry, I would say, be strong and don’t be afraid, just continue to stay 
on the message strong. 
 
JACKIE:  I would tell George Bush to stay strong. 
 
MONICA:  I would tell Kerry to understand, to live with people, to work a week or a 
month.  Go to the substandard housing and live for $6.50 an hour, 40 hours a week 
with three children to support.  Know what it feels like . . . majority of the country. 
 
DEB:  I’d like to thank President Bush for his leadership for the last four years, through 
9/11.  I think he really brought the country together.  I thought he has done a marvelous 
job with the economy, with education.  I’d like to thank him. 
 
TRICIA:  I’m sorry.  I don't really have anything to say. 
 

REBECCA:  I would like to tell President Bush to make sure that . . . healthcare, he 
talks to people who know . . . tort reform. 
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JILL:  I think I would tell Bush to show his softer side.  Let people see that there is 
empathy and care in there too. 
 
HEATHER:  I would just like to let President Bush know that I support him and that a lot 
of people that I know do support him. 
 
ALISCIA:  I would tell Bush that he needs to give me a little more substance. 
 
NANCY:  To Bush, thank you . . . since 9/11.  Make sure your relationship with God 
helps you make decisions. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You seem truly undecided with this election. 
 
NANCY:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Both candidates would give anything to get your vote.  What do they 
have to do to get your vote? 
 
NANCY:  I guess with Kerry, I just feel like everything he talks about is spending.  Show 
me how you’re going to get it done and not have me spending more money out of my 
income to pay for all of that.  Bush, I guess, I want to know that you’re honest with me 
about why we do what we do as a country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jill, I think you are pretty firm in the Bush camp.  Is there anything that 
John Kerry is going to be able to do that can get your vote? 
 
JILL:  I think if he could address the tax issue and explain his programs a little bit more 
in detail.  I just don’t see it out there.  I’ve looked on the Internet.  What is his plan?  
What is it?  I just don’t get it.  He talks about, you know, bringing in . . . after he gets 
elected, showing his plan then.  That is too late. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jackie, I would put you in the Bush camp.  Is there anything that is 
open or that needs to be still decided in the next 15 days for you? 
 
JACKIE:  No, I guess not. 
 
MODERATOR:  Carrie, you said in a couple of different instances that you thought 
Bush was better, things that you liked.  But I felt overall you seemed like you were 
pretty solid for Kerry.  Are there things Bush can do to win your vote? 
 
CARRIE:  In this point in time, no.  I don’t think so.  I think it’s too late.  There is not 
enough time between now and Election Day to really say anything. 
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MODERATOR:  And unless I misread, everybody else, I feel like you’re fairly locked 
into place.  I can pretty well guess where Monica, Rebecca, etc. 
 
JILL:  You said I was pretty firmly in the Bush camp, but if I could see them take a lie 
detector test, that would influence my decision greatly. 
 
MODERATOR:  And now will be the fourth debate.  You have done an absolutely 
marvelous job.  First of all, I need to say thank you to the Annenberg Republic Policy 
Center at the University of Pennsylvania that sponsored this, and also to Liz Gurloff(?) 
who does all of the work and talked to a lot of you, and Mary Clark(?) who is our field 
director and oversees this.  I can’t tell you how illuminating and how interesting and 
what a great discussion it was.  Each of you really brought an awful lot to it. 

I know that you wondered, how much do I know and where am I coming from?  It 
was impressive to see just how informed, and how much you knew, and the kinds of 
challenges this nation is trying to deal with.  In the end, on Election Day, there are going 
to be a lot of women who are under 50 who are going to turn the ballots one way or 
another, not that all the other voters don't count.  This seems to be one of the most 
interesting voting blocks.  So I thank you all very, very much.  I want you to have a great 
evening and a great week.  Thank you. 
 
    


