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MODERATOR:   What I’d love to do is go around and have each of you introduce 
yourself.  Just give me your name.  Tell me what you do.  And maybe I’ll ask one other 
thing.  On a scale of one to ten, how interested are you in this election?  Ten means I’m 
off the chart interested, following everything.  One means I’ve been casually following it, 
not very, very much, so where you are. 
 And can I have you do one other thing?  While you’re listening to your friends, I 
put down about 19 different stories that, different things that have been covered.  I want 
you to take this and divide it into three piles.  One, the things I really would like to 
discuss today.  Two, the other pile, things I don’t want to discuss, I have no interest in.  
And then the third pile is just the middle pile. 

So if it’s something that you really want to discuss, put it in one pile.  If it’s 
something you really don’t want to discuss, put it in another pile.  And then put paper 
clips on them, and remember which was the one I really wanted to discuss.  Okay.  
Let’s start off, introduce ourselves.  William, welcome. 
 

WILLIAM:  Hi.  My name is William . . . I’m from Madison, Ohio.  I’m a surface mount 
tech at a local factory in Perry, Ohio. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  And on a scale of one to ten, how much interest do you have? 
 
WILLIAM:  I’d say an eight. 
 
MODERATOR:  An eight, fairly interested. 
 
WILLIAM:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup, okay, good. 
 
MARY LOU:  Hi, I’m Mary Lou . . . and I’m from Willoughby Hills and retired 
schoolteacher. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great. 
 
MARY LOU:  Probably about an eight too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.   
 
STEVE:  My name is Steve . . . and I’m a maintenance tech for . . . company in 
Painesville.  And I would say that I’m about an eight with regards to interest in this 
election. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good. 
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ROBIN:  Robin . . . I live in Lake County, Mentor, and I was an accounting analyst for a 
bank for 30 years, until they sold my division, so I’m no longer working there.  And I 
have two college-age kids.  And I rate at about a seven, my interest. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good. 
 
JASON:  My name is Jason . . . I’m a single father.  I work in retail.  And my interest is 
probably about a six. 
 
MICHELLE:  I’m Michelle . . . not working right now, but when I’m working, I’m a Web 
designer and graphic artist.  And I’m very interested so about a nine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good. 
 
PETE:  I’m Pete . . . I’m,  I live in Mentor, Ohio, and I’m a warehouse manager.  And I’m 
about a five or a six in the election. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
GRETCHEN:  I’m Gretchen . . . I also live in Mentor.  I am a single mom, and I work in 
retail as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what number would you give yourself, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Probably about a seven. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great. 
 
RALPH:  I’m Ralph . . . retired firefighter, about a nine or ten. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great. 
 
COOKIE:  Cookie . . . I was a legal secretary for 22 years, up until a month ago.  I am 
now a nanny for a lawyer, and I also work part time at City Hall.  And I rate this a ten. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you rate yourself as a ten, great. 
 
STEVE:  Hi, I’m Steve . . . I live in Mentor, construction worker.  And I rate this about a 
seven also. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good. 
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BRANDIE:  I’m Brandie . . . I live in Eastlake.  I am a mother of two.  I work part time at 
Lake East Hospital doing their billing for their home health department.  I’m also in my 
final semester at Lakeland Community College to get my associates degree in arts.  
And I’m in my final semester in nursing school at the Cleveland Clinic to become a 
registered nurse. 
 
MODERATOR:  And so how do you fill your day?  No, just kidding. 
 
BRANDIE:  On top of that, I have no life. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what number would you . . . 
 
BRANDIE:  My interest, I’m very intrigued by it, so I would say probably a ten.  But time, 
I only have between a seven and eight. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s great.  Okay.  I’m going to . . . out very quickly.  Word or 
phrase that you would use to describe how things are going in America today, a word or 
a phrase, Jason? 
 
JASON:  Poor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Poor.  And, Ralph, word or a phrase? 
 
RALPH:  Down the tubes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Down the tubes.  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Unstable and inconsistent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary? 
 
MARY:  Frustration. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Steve, word or phrase? 
 
STEVE:  I would say unstable also, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what would Steve say? 
 
STEVE:  Caution but hopefully optimism. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  My future is not looking very good. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Peter, Pete? 
 
PETE:  Not as bad as it would seem. 
 
MODERATOR:  Not as bad as it would seem.  And, Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Chaotic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Chaotic, why chaotic? 
 
COOKIE:  You wake up every morning and make the mistake of turning on television, 
and it’s all, it’s just all we talk about.  It just seems like switch from channel to channel 
and read the newspaper, and it’s just sometimes overwhelming.  I’ve never known this 
to be like this. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary, what was your word, unstable, was it? 
 
MARY:  Frustration. 
 
MODERATOR:  Frustration, what’s the frustration? 
 
MARY:  Probably the instability, the, like Cookie was saying, you turn on TV, and you 
hear all bad news.  And you’re looking for something to latch onto to give you some 
hope. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Michelle, you’re sort of nodding along with that. 
 
MICHELLE:  Yeah.  I take to not watching the news anymore because, you know, we 
live in a great country.  But you turn on the news, and it’s nothing but bad stuff.  Where’s 
the positive that’s going on?  Because there is some.  Let’s hear that too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  And, Pete, you said not so, not as bad as we’re being told. 
 
PETE:  I guess I’m just being, trying to be optimistic here.  I think we’re going through 
some things that, probably unprecedented, but I think, you know, I just think it’s just 
something that we’ll get through. 
 
MODERATOR:  Are we going to get through, Gretchen? 
GRETCHEN:  Yeah.  I think we just have to be patient.  We just have to not react to, 
you know, all the stock market, declines so quick, and then it will bounce back.  So if we 
just sit and wait if we have the time, and I’m fortunate to have the time.  I just need to let 
it roll with it and trust that it will rebound and go back to where it was, that a lot of the 
income in there is unearned anyway, so hopefully, it will come back to what it was. 
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MODERATOR:  Raise of hands, how many people have been directly affected by 
what’s going on in terms of the market and everything else, directly affected?  Let’s see 
the hands up. 
 
COOKIE:  You mean losing money or like . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, yeah, but where you say it’s a direct effect, and you can feel it in 
your family.  It’s not something that you’re just reading in the newspaper.  Okay.  I got 
one.  How many hands?  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, okay.  And 
how has it affected you, Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  I guess loss of investments, loss of money, in that sense.  And I did lose my 
job a few years ago to . . . cutbacks. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And how about you, Steven, how have you been affected? 
 
STEVEN:  I have been a teacher in the past, and I have a retirement fund called STRS.  
And part of my plan has been invested in the stock market.  I also have next of kin that 
have lost money in the stock market as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Yeah, Gretchen, what are you thinking? 
 
GRETCHEN:  But to say that, to say that that’s directly affecting, I mean, at this point, 
unless that’s counted as income and it’s going to affect my housing and my, and the 
way that I’m living, I’m not thinking that that’s directly affecting me because I think I can 
wait it out.  And I think once they start pulling it out, then it will be directly affecting me. 

But I, that’s, we can’t think of that directly affecting us because it’s not affecting 
how I’m paying my mortgage.  It’s not affecting how I’m paying my bills.  I can’t stop 
putting in my 15% into my, I mean, that’s, if we do that, then we’re feeding into the 
hoopla that’s happening.  And you got to just, you got to have faith and say, it’s not 
directly affecting me.  It’s got to, I have to keep rolling the dice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ralph, how are you feeling? 
 
RALPH:  Well, I am drawing my fireplace pension.  So it affected me greatly. 
 
WOMAN:  That’s definitely affecting you. 
 
RALPH:  So, yeah, it’s a big, a decrease, what I have now, what I was planning on 
living on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And how is it changing your life? 
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RALPH:  Well, a lot.  I don’t do much anymore like I used to do.  I’m, my spending is 
minimal, try to keep it down to what I need to do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Cookie, effect, not effect? 
 
COOKIE:  None effect. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And no effect because? 
 
COOKIE:  Because when I was 59 ½, I took out my 401k to pay off my house, so my 
house is paid for.  I was raised by my parents, who didn’t have enough money to invest 
in the stock market.  So they were the old-fashioned CDs, and that’s what I’ve always 
believed in.  That’s how my, my aunt and uncle are very close to me.  That’s the same 
way.  And they both ended up comfortable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me ask a different question.  Jason, how did we get here? 
 
JASON:  How did I get here? 
 
MODERATOR:  No.  How did we, as a country, get here? 
 
JASON:  Oh, how did we get here?  I think a big part of it is a lack of education.  I don’t 
think that people take their education seriously enough.  I don’t think that we have the 
adequate amount of money spent for education to teach the younger people and the 
older people what their, what’s good for them is not always good for the next person, 
you know.  Everybody is different.  And you know, she likes CDs, and other people like 
to invest their money.  Me personally, I just like to keep it on me because I just don’t 
have much faith in the system as it is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary, how did we get here with this situation we’re going through now?  
What happened? 
 
MARY:  I think a lot of it has to do with loans and people, you know, living the good life 
and figuring that the money is going to keep coming and keep coming and keep coming.  
And therefore, people keep spending and spending, and they’re spending money that 
they shouldn’t have been spending. 
 
MODERATOR:  How did we get here, Steve? 
 
STEVE:  Well, it would be like, well, with loans, like she was saying, if you’re living 
above your means, you’re living where you, spend the money what you can afford to 
spend, not go above that. 
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MODERATOR:  So it sounds like it’s our fault, what we’ve done to ourselves.  I mean, 
how much is us, and how much are outside forces?  Ralph, go ahead, and then I’ll go to 
Gretchen. 
 
RALPH:  A lot of it is corporate greed, corporate greed and lack of controls by the 
government.  I’m not really for the government controlling everything, but it’s sort of a 
problem when you get, politicians today do not look for our good.  All they want to do is 
Republicans want power.  Now the Democrats want power.  They don’t care about the 
country anymore.  And that’s why both the politicians and corporate greed just destroy 
this country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  I think they allowed people, they stopped . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  They are? 
 
GRETCHEN:  In the banking system, when they’re evaluating credit, I mean, if you 
don’t have a credit, you’re not allowed to buy a house.  And it’s, we’ve gone beyond 
that.  They were figuring ways around the system.  And while everybody had that dream 
of owning their own home, they’ve approved the loans, and then when the market went, 
then all these people can’t pay for their loans. 

And this is where we sit now is watching all the foreclosures happen.  That is 
declining all the cities and all the, where this is all affected.  And it’s, you know, we have 
to have a better credit system in allowing the right people, who’ve earned it, to own the 
homes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle, let me hear from you. 
 
MICHELLE:  Well, part of it’s us.  Part of it is politicians.  We’re all guilty. 
 
MODERATOR:  We’re all guilty.  How many agree with Michelle?  Hands up.  Half of us 
agree that we’re all guilty, okay, yeah, but go ahead. 
MICHELLE:  Well, we’re responsible for our own actions, what we do.  A lot of 
businesses and people have lost sight of what’s important, people.  It’s become all 
about money.  I’m going to use myself as an example.  I’m out of work.  I had two back 
surgeries, have problems with my back.  I can’t go to the doctor.  The doctor won’t let 
me see him because I don’t have insurance, and I have no way to pay him, okay.  So 
how do I pay you?  I can’t get a job because I’m in pain 24/7, and I can only sit up for a 
short period of time.  So what happened to helping man? 
 
MODERATOR:  That’s where we’re at, okay.  Good.  On your piece of paper here, your 
yellow pad in front of you, write down if you agree or disagree with the following 
statement, just either agree or disagree.  I think the next generation will be better off 
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than our generation.  Agree or disagree?  I think the next generation will be better off 
than our generation.  How many people agree?  Just say, we’ve got one, two, three, 
four.  Everybody else disagrees, okay.  You disagree, why, William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Well, the system is not set up as it was.  I mean, I’m only 20 years old.  I 
don’t have a lot of experience.  But I do see the world, you know, the same as you guys 
do.  I don’t think that I have the same opportunities you guys were presented with when 
you guys were younger, per se.  I mean, I have two years of college, and I’m getting 
paid $11 an hour.  You know, I can barely afford to put gas in my truck.  I haven’t been 
to the doctor since I turned 18.   
 And I mean, I have a reason to not have very much faith in the country because I 
haven’t had any opportunities.  I’ve taken strides to try to do opportunities.  I’ve gone to 
school.  You know, I’ve tried to travel.  I’ve tried to broaden my horizons, but it’s been 
pretty hard. 
 
MODERATOR:  You disagree.  You also disagree? 
 
MARY:  Correct. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why, Mary? 
 
MARY:  I think it’s going to take a lot of guts for us to turn it around. 
 
MODERATOR:  How? 
 
MARY:  We’re going to have to tighten our belts.  We’re going to have to get Corporate 
America to get online with us.  It’s just going to take too, it’s going to take long.  It’s not a 
quick fix.  I don’t think that anybody can see a quick fix. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete, you disagree also, right? 
 
PETE:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
PETE:  A lot of what he said . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  William, yup. 
 
PETE:  William, I mean, they don’t have the same opportunities.  I mean, things are just 
so different than when, I mean, I have a high school diploma.  And I had many choices 
on a direction to take when I, you know, when I got out of high school.  And I mean, 
there was several things I could have done.  You know, I had a lot of opportunities.  And 
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I just don’t think they have those.  Even with an education, it’s, it seems like it’s limited, 
you know, and I don’t know what the answer is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Cookie, where are you?  Do you agree or disagree with 
this? 
 
COOKIE:  I disagree, and I . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  That the next generation is not going to be better off, okay. 
 
COOKIE:  No.  They don’t have the opportunities that we had.  We had so many.  And 
even though you will open up the Plain Dealer and the Help Wanted, and it’s filled with 
opportunities, I’ve never had a problem myself getting a job.  But you know, my 
husband has a college education.  He’s 61, and he’s working for $8.50 an hour.  And it’s 
so disappointing.  It just really is.  And our Social Security, and it’s horrible. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie, next generation better off? 
 
BRANDIE:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Why?  
 
BRANDIE:  I want to have optimism, but I don’t think it’s like what it was when like my 
parents got out of high school and they went to the factory, and whether GM or GE took 
care of them for life, and they could depend on that retirement.  And I don’t, and things 
that were different from when my parents, or when I was younger, no one ever heard of 
Web designing or going into all of these different kind of career opportunities. 

I think it’s going to have to be a different mindset.  You’re not going to have, to 
think there’s going to be a job that you might be at forever.  But I have to think that 
there’s going to be, I have to be optimistic that my children will have opportunities.  They 
may not just be the same traditional ones that maybe my parents or I myself went and 
had the path led for us of what we should do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Ralph, are we going to be handing the baton backwards or 
forwards? 
 
RALPH:  Well, I think we’ll be, boy, that’s a good one, backwards, I believe. 
 
MODERATOR:  And we’re going to be handing it backwards because? 
 
RALPH:  Well, we’re so far behind in everything.  And like everybody else was saying 
here, you know, I’m 63.  And when I was coming up, the jobs were all there.  This, the 
market of the ‘90s, we’re into that tech boom and everything else, become a service 
country.  We can’t do this. 
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We have to be a manufacturing country also, and a service country.  We are just 
giving all our work.  You cannot survive.  Where are the jobs coming from?  They look 
down on a person that goes to school to be a plumber or something.  And try to find a 
man that knows what he’s doing anymore.  We need to get back to being also a 
manufacturing company again, not just a service company.  That’s what we are.  We’re 
service people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Jason, tell me what you’re thinking. 
 
JASON:  I would like to think we should have the mindset to try to pass the baton 
forward, you know.  I have a six-year-old daughter that I raise.  And you know, I think it’s 
my responsibility to teach her from my mistakes, or from our mistakes.  And he’s right.  
You know, Ralph is right.  We need to become, maintain our industrial capacity as well 
as our service, increase that. 

And I would just like to think, you know, there’s hope, that we should be able to 
learn from our mistakes and teach the younger generation what we did and how we 
didn’t do, what we did and what we didn’t do correct.  And maybe they should be able to 
learn from it because each generation should improve upon the next generation or . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else, quick remark that they want to make about this? 
 
MARY:  You know, I don’t think that the loyalty in like the manufacturing, even in like 
Progressive, my girlfriend works for Progressive, and she had 54 people last week that 
lost their jobs.  They were handed a box and said, clean out your desks.  You’re out of 
here. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the reason? 
 
MARY:  They said, we’re just closing it down.  There aren’t any more jobs for you here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  How many people know somebody that’s been laid off?  Most 
people, okay.  Okay.  I’m going to switch subjects.  Anybody else want to say anything 
in broad terms about where we are and what’s happening here?  Yeah, Jason. 
 
JASON:  I think it’s our mindset.  I really think it’s our mindset.  If we think we’re going 
to fail, chances are we will.  If we think we can move forward, and we actually make the 
effort to do it, I think we should be able to manage to do that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  Let me, if I do this, I want to talk about the 
choices that you have and where you’re coming from on the Presidential Election.  But 
to begin with, I, you know, I’d love your honest assessment that compared to previous 
campaigns, William, you’re sort of new to it, but I mean for everybody else, do you think 
the debate has been on a higher or a lower plane?  Write it down, either higher or lower, 
about the same as other campaigns. 
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How do you feel about this campaign overall?  What’s your feeling, higher or 
lower plane, it’s been a good campaign, worse, better?  How many said it’s been on a 
higher plane?  I think it’s been on a, we have Brandie, Cookie, and Bill.  How many say 
it’s been on a lower plane?  We have two, four, six, so, in fact, twice as many.  Michelle, 
higher plane, what for, any reason? 
 
MICHELLE:  I just think that there’s more optimism in the campaign, fresher ideas, and 
a lot more attention this time too.  People are really paying attention. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  A lot of attention.  I’ve never seen, I’ve been voting since the 1968 Election, 
and I’ve never seen anything like this. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Brandi? 
 
BRANDIE:  It feels like a different territory, like it’s a higher, it’s a different feel to this 
versus when it was like Bush and Kerry, and it was all about the war, the debates.  And 
then there was healthcare.  It just seems to have like a different tension or a different 
feel.  It’s not so much about the undercutting, you know, though there is that in the 
press.  It’s almost like a stake of like our nation, like which direction do you want it to 
go? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And, Steve, how do you feel about this campaign? 
 
STEVE:  Campaign has been a lot of information out there for everybody now, I think 
doing a pretty good job, trying to tell everybody what they think should be done. 
 
MODERATOR:  And has it been a higher plane or lower plane?  What’s your feeling?  I 
mean, in other words, if you compare it to 2000-2004, going back, do you feel like it’s a 
better discussion, a worse discussion, more involvement, less involvement? 
 
STEVE:  I think it’s a better discussion. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the reason? 
 
STEVE:  Well, just they’re getting the word out, what they, they have everybody talking, 
like we’re doing now.  I don’t remember, you know, back with Kerry and Bush, all the 
discussion that we have now . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen, tell me what you’re thinking. 
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GRETCHEN:  Well, it’s, I have wrote lower because in my opinion, how I was 
interpreting it was yes, there is more exposure, so we were talking about that.  And 
there’s more people into it. 

But the quality of what they’re saying and what they’re answering, like they’re 
more dancing, and they’re not, like if they get asked a question of how are you going to 
bring the respect back to America, and they dance.  Not one of them has really 
answered what are they going to do.  And you don’t find it in their websites.  You don’t 
find it anywhere on how they’re going to address it.  So that’s why I would say lower 
because although people are watching, they’re not, there’s no substance to their 
answers that is really telling me what is going to happen. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Mary? 
 
MARY:  I put about the same for the exact same reasons Gretchen said, that, you 
know, you ask them on healthcare, and they kind of dance around it.  I don’t understand 
McCain’s, philosophy.  And you talk to, or listen to Obama, and he says he wants all the 
children to have medical coverage, but he doesn’t say how it’s going to happen. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else?  Same question, just the quality of 
discussion, the quality of debate.  Has this been a great campaign, not such a good 
campaign, Pete? 
 
PETE:  I think it’s been . . . I mean, it’s so negative, and the mudslinging has been, I 
mean, just ridiculous.  Just like the issues, it’s like who is telling the truth, and who’s 
lying?  I mean, they’re all telling like half truths, half lies.  They’re just putting a, you 
know, the spin on it that they need to get people to vote their way.  But it’s like, you 
know, I mean, I get a headache listening to this stuff.  I really do.  It’s ridiculous. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Just of interest, how many people say I’ve followed this 
campaign a lot more closely than I’ve followed other campaigns?  I’m interested.  One, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight.  So more interest, but as you’re saying, you’re 
getting a headache, Pete.  What’s it doing to you, Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  I think they’re going around and around on the issues.  They’re not also telling 
what they’re going to do to solve the problem.  Where are they going to get the money 
to fund everything they’re talking about?  Both candidates go around and around and 
don’t have a solution. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here’s my question.  Twelve people at a table.  We obviously 
recruited you because you weren’t hard-core partisans on one side or the other.  We 
eliminated those people, and we said, all right, Pete, I want to know.  We are about ten 
days away from the election. 

How many people’s vote can still be won in the next ten days, okay?  If your vote 
can be won in the next ten days, raise your hand.  I am not locked in, and my vote can 
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be won.  Okay.  I’ve got one, two, three, four, five of you.  So seven of you are 
essentially locked in.  Are you locked in, Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  No, I’m not locked in.  I didn’t quite understand. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  In other words, I can, between now and Election Day, when I go 
into the polling booth, I, my mind can be, can go one way or another. 
 
COOKIE:  Yeah . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me just see because it will help me, okay.  We go around.  
We got Brandi.  We’ve got Cookie.  Don’t raise your hand if you don’t feel it.  Jason and 
Mary, so five of you say, I’m open to persuasion, the other seven.  Okay.  So let me just 
start off and ask you, Mary.  Tell me, how are you going to make, what’s going to help 
you make up your mind?  What’s going to help Mary? 
 
MARY:  Probably more research or somebody coming out and telling me the things that 
I need to hear that are going to make my life better. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  And what does Mary need to hear? 
 
MARY:  I need the health issues explained to me.  I’m retired.  I’m not ready for, or I 
can’t qualify for Medicare yet.  I have a 32-year-old son.  How is this going to affect 
him? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cookie, what’s going to help you?  You’ve got about ten days to 
make up a decision.  What’s going to help you? 
 
COOKIE:  I think I’m going to be watching television less and reading the paper a little 
bit more.  I still want to understand the tax plans because that was brought to my 
attention at the end of last week.  And what Obama said, and they’re turning their words 
around to mean something else, and I have to get a clear definition of that, of what they 
mean, because there’s, and there’s so much celebrity involvement.  It’s just kind of 
crazy. 
 But I have to understand a little more because I think when it comes down to it, 
because of my feelings with the lack of experience of two of the candidates, kind of 
tough.  You don’t know where did they, how did they pick these people.  I mean, they 
look great on television, but . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But, finish the sentence, but? 
 
COOKIE:  They may look great on television, but I don’t think they have the experience. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, look great on television but may not have the experience, okay.  
Brandi, you’re still open to persuasion.  And why are you open?  What do you need to 
learn? 
 
BRANDIE:  Need to learn what their specific plan does for a person in my tax bracket, 
what their plan does for me, and the educational component.  I’ve seen what has 
happened to me, the financial assistance I’ve been denied or whatnot, to go to school.  
The healthcare means a lot, and the economy.  I mean, my husband was laid off in 
February.  We’re currently, he got relocated to Maryland.  He’s been living in Maryland, 
and I’ve been living here since June. 
 My mother-in-law can’t afford to live on her own, so now she lives with me, as of 
September.  What is this going to do for her healthcare?  She’s fallen into the doughnut 
hole for Medicare for the, and so she’s paying $800 a month in medications.  Well, that 
can’t all come from her.  So eventually, that burden is going to fall on me.  So what’s 
going to happen?  You know, Bush did some revamping and some reforming of 
Medicare and had the Medicare Advantage Plans.  Well, those are a great start, but 
they’re not the end product. 
 So which candidate wants to take that Medicare, and in which direction do they 
want to?  If one candidate wants to give tax breaks to companies or to each individual 
person for them to go out and buy their own healthcare source, well, then that’s great.  
But what are the pros and cons of that?  And if one person wants to offer universal 
healthcare, well, what’s the pros and cons of that as a whole nation?  And how does 
that affect me with my husband and my mother-in-law, and then looking for my kids for 
the future? 
 
MODERATOR:  Excellent, nice answer.  Okay.  Up for grabs, Jason. 
 
JASON:  Up for grabs? 
 
MODERATOR:  You said that you haven’t made your final decision. 
 
JASON:  Yeah.  I’d like to know more about how they want to improve, I’m really big on 
education.  I’m really big on helping the children.  I’m really big on helping the people, 
as we stand now, to learn more about what we can do.  So I want to know more about 
education.  I want to know more about medical because I think there should be a way to 
do universal, you know, medical benefits. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why do you care about that? 
 
JASON:  I think it’s important for every person, from the highest person, you know, in 
the country to the lowest person in the country, to be, have the same medical coverage.  
I think that would make a lot of people feel better.  And the way people feel is usually 
how our society goes. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And so you find yourself open on those questions to making 
your final decision of how you’re going to vote. 
 
JASON:  Yeah, and the economy, I’d like to know how they’re, you know, they’re just, 
people constantly change.  You know, they use the word change.  Everybody uses the 
word change.  We’re going to do this.  We’re going to do that.  And like a couple of other 
of our guests here have said, they don’t, you know, have a real way of saying how 
they’re going to do it.  You know, they don’t say how they’re going to change this or that.  
They say they have the idea, but they don’t come up with a way to actually articulate it 
out to everybody else. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let’s see, were you open also, or you . . . 
 
RALPH:  I was open, I think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, thanks, Ralph, okay.  Tell me what . . . 
 
RALPH:  Well, the candidates have really answered no questions up to this date.  They 
haven’t even told us what they’re going to do in Iraq.  They haven’t told us what they’re 
going to do, actually what they’re going to do.  When they were debating in the first, for 
Democrats and Republicans by themselves, both Obama and Hillary said, because 
Obama said the troops were going to, take them and throw them out immediately, she 
got on that bandwagon too, okay. 
 Well, now it’s, Obama is 18 months maybe, okay.  They don’t answer that 
question.  They don’t answer it at all.  Why can we, or how can we get out of it without 
losing everything?  Another one, and during the debates, the moderators are terrible.  
They got to get better moderators.  They don’t ask them the right questions.  They don’t 
keep them, they don’t make them talk, answer the questions properly. 
 Obama says a 95% tax break for the middle class.  What does he mean?  If I 
make $50,000, do I save $1, and then I gradually go, what does he consider, where 
does this, that’s such a broad statement.  What does that mean, like other people said 
here.  And Pelosi, but this goes to the Democrat Party.  See, I’m their side because they 
had Pelosi on, and she stated that when they gave the $300 million, billion, to the 
banks, she said that, Charlie Rose asked her, well, did you specify where the money 
should be spent? 
 And she stated, well, they wanted to buy the . . . paper first, and then they 
changed it.  Now they’re going to give the money directly to the banks so they can lend 
the money out.  And when he asked her, did you specify, and she goes, well, no, we 
didn’t.  How is that looking out for our interests?  If you’re going to give somebody $300 
billion, you’re not going to tell them that they have to give this money out for loans?  
They just let it go. 
 And also, Bank of America was given $25 billion, and they did nothing about it.  
But they had to take it.  And the Bank of America president was on.  He said he took 
that $25 billion for, because they wanted it to look like people are getting loans.  Some 
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of these banks are not going to be giving loans out.  And this question is not going to be 
answered. 
 They didn’t answer questions about immigration.  He has said a word about 
immigration while, since this thing, gun control.  They just say the same three things 
over and over again about healthcare and taxes.  And I’m tired of hearing about Joe the 
Plumber. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Agree, disagree, I’m tired of hearing about Joe the Plumber?  
Okay.  Just wait, hands up, I want to see this.  Okay, all the way around.  We have a 
plumber in here. 
 
STEVE:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  You’re a plumber. 
 
STEVE:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  Steve, the plumber. 
 
MODERATOR:  Are you tired of hearing about Joe the Plumber? 
 
STEVE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Okay.  Here’s what I want to do.  I want to go around the room.  
I’m going to start with William here.  I’m going to go right around the room.  I want you to 
tell me who you’re voting for and why, just simply put.  Right now, I’m for so and so.  
Now if you’re truly undecided, you’re on the fence, maybe Mary or Cookie or whoever it 
may be, you can say, I’m undecided, and you just told me what you’re weighing 
through.  So I don’t want, but you have to be really truly undecided.  If you’re leaning 
and sort of headed one direction, let me know.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Okay.  I am voting for Obama because he had the fresher ideas how to get 
this country going, the different direction.  I like things, he’s talked about the 
environment that McCain isn’t putting forth, like I can’t think of the specific things, but 
the environment is a pretty important thing to me right now because, I mean, I’m only 
20.  I have a long way to go.  You know, I don’t really want to live in a country that’s just 
garbage.  And a lot of his healthcare plans I like the idea of, universal healthcare, a little 
bit cheaper, so I can go to the doctor if I get sick. 
 I’ve actually been to Germany.  They have a socialist system over there.  And 
I’ve experienced the almost-free healthcare.  And I understand that they tax a lot.  
That’s what Obama said.  He’s going to increase the taxes to differentiate the 
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healthcare costs.  Right now, at this point in my life, I’m willing to have that implemented 
just because the healthcare system here is so expensive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Let’s go around.  Mary, where are you? 
 
MARY:  Undecided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Undecided, okay.  And you’ve given us what you’re looking for at this 
stage of the game.  Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  I’m leaning towards McCain.  The reason I’m moving towards McCain, a 
couple things.  The religious and faith issues, I can identify more with McCain’s stance 
on those issues.  Then leaning to the specifics, such as gun control, abortion, and 
appointments to the Supreme Court.  The second thing that sways me towards McCain 
is terrorism, Obama’s lack of experience in the White House, dealing with foreign policy 
issues. 
 I think the Iraq War could be winnable, and I think he may get us out prematurely.  
And I’m not sure if he’s going to be tough enough on dealing with terrorism abroad.  
Two, central issues at home, the economic issues, I think the big two in my mind are the 
housing and market . . . issues and dealing with the energy issue.  And from listening to 
the debate, they seem to be on the same page with the energy issue. 

McCain may have a slight edge there because getting more, with our 
dependence on, for our oil, if he’s a better ambassador for our country, that may bring 
the oil eventually down, which would help our economy immensely.  And the housing 
market and foreclosures . . . 

 
MODERATOR:  You don’t have to go through every, I’m impressed with your 
knowledge. 
 
STEVE:  But the housing market and foreclosures, I don’t see a lot of difference there 
either, and that makes it . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you.  And how many people think excellent, total 
distillation? 
 
STEVE:  I used your cards. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  All of the above.  I’m leaning towards John McCain.  I feel like he’s a strong 
military leader.  He has years of experience.  He doesn’t waver as much on the 
positions.  He may not be as good a speaker as Obama, but we shouldn’t look at that, 
you know, how good you are up in front of people, how good you are.  And on the social 
issues, like abortion, I think he’s strong on that. 
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MODERATOR:  Good.  Jason? 
 
JASON:  I would say probably leaning towards Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why? 
 
JASON:  Oh, you don’t want to really know my opinion about the War in Iraq.   
 
MODERATOR:  Sure, we do. 
 
JASON:  No, you really, I think it’s, wow, it’s just  a war over money.  I don’t think we 
need to be there.  The only time a terrorist attack has ever happened here was 9/11.  
And you could suppose, you could look at all the different information you want to look 
at, and you could suppose that the government had a hand in that.  But we don’t want to 
talk about it.  And, yeah, I’m just leaning more towards Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Okay.  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  I’m also Obama.  I just think, and I know you guys don’t like the word 
change, but something needs to change.  The Republicans have been in office for eight 
years, and the country has declined.  The economy has declined.  I think we need fresh 
ideas, and a younger President has fresh ideas, is not in old habits of going with, well, 
we’ve done this, and it worked.  We can’t do that anymore.  We have to try new things 
to move forward. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Peter? 
 
PETE:  I’m going to vote for McCain.  And let me say I don’t really care for either one of 
them, but I think, I feel a little more secure, I think, with John McCain on our national 
security type issues because of his military.  I think Obama is a little bit too liberal and a 
little bit too passive for my tastes.  I would have, you know, I just think of what the 
President, if he had to make a snap decision, a military-type decision to do something, I 
just feel a little more comfortable with John McCain.  Plus, I’m also a, I lean 
conservative on the abortion issue and gun control. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  I’m probably leaning more towards Obama.  I’m with Michelle.  I think it’s 
time for a new, fresh person to get in there and come up with new ideas.  That’s the 
only way we’re going to increase, and I guess, you know, everybody can say 
experience, but I guess with a lack of experience comes a lack of bad habits as well.  
So they can have new ideas and really, you know, does a President ever really act 
alone? 
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Like that’s why he has advisors, and there’s more people that you can get that 
can advise.  That’s how Bush won was from Cheney.  So you just got to make sure that 
the right advisors are in place.  And you watch that from your state elections so that he 
doesn’t have, you know, that can the year that you get two, but I think it’s time to get 
somebody in there that can think outside the box because that’s the only way we’re 
going to go forward. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  I’m leaning towards McCain only because for checks and balances.  You can 
have the same thing you had with the Republicans if you have a Democratic President, 
Democratic House, Democratic Senate, which you’re going to have.  And also, anybody 
who moves up as quick as Obama did, he has to know a lot of people.  That’s just my 
opinion on that.  And that’s about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  Cookie?   
 
COOKIE:  You know, I’ve been Democrat for 40 years.  I’m really totally undecided.  
This may be the year that I change to Republican.  I really believe that it will not be the 
same.  Even though he’s a Republican, I don’t think it will be the same.  I think there will 
be new issues.  But I’m kind of like with Pete.  The scariest part of anything is the war 
and defense, and he’s got the experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Okay.  Good.  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  I’ll probably vote for McCain because of his experience, just like Pete and 
Cookie here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And, Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think I’m leaning towards Obama.  I’m not decided 100%.  You know, I 
watched McCain on Meet the Press Live today from Iowa. 
 
MODERATOR:  This morning? 
 
BRANDIE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many saw McCain this morning on Meet the Press?  Raise your 
hand.  One, two, three, four.  NBC will be very pleased.  Okay.  Go ahead, finish 
your . . . 
 
BRANDIE:  I found myself screaming at the TV I think at least twice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
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BRANDIE:  Just because I’m a woman.  I was a little irritated with his quip answer 
about Palin.  I have a problem with her.  I respect her, to be a woman who has come as 
far as she has and who has handled herself in the enormous spotlight of the press and 
the country.  But if she’s looking to be a political leader and a role model, I, there are 
some things I disagree with. 

But I liked McCain’s quip this morning, something to the effect of her reasoning, 
or the reasoning for the Republic, the Republican, to allow her to spend $150,000 at 
Neiman Marcus to get a various amount of suits.  And I understand that she claims that 
she’s frugal in Alaska.  And he said that was her, and they’re showing, you know, their 
frugal spending with her wardrobe and that she should be a role model to women.  I 
was like if someone could teach me how to spend that much money, I just don’t identify 
with those kind of comments. 

I don’t agree with his statements on, and I can’t think of them at this moment, but 
there were some certain things that I found myself yelling at the TV about.  I worry about 
his health.  He’s 72.  And to look at my views on Palin, then if you’re going to let her 
make a snap decision in the moment of crisis, is she going to be able to do that?  I don’t 
know if she’s going to be able, and I don’t feel that. 

If Obama, I think what I would like is if they had to name who they would choose 
as their Cabinet Members because if you’re going to look to those Cabinet Members to 
make decisions at any point, before you make any decision, you know, who would you 
want to put in those places?  And then I could agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Marvelous.  Great diverse views, marvelous views.  Cookie, I 
got to come back to you.  I’m scratching my head.  Here’s a woman who, for the last 40 
years, has voted for the Democratic Party.  There are probably people out there who 
are saying, oh, good, we lose every time Cookie votes for us.  Maybe this time we’ll win.  
She’ll vote against us.  But what is it that makes you sort of available and open this time 
around? 
 I mean, you know, you talk about the scary ideas, but at the same time, you talk 
about tax plan and etc.  Tell me what gets you to at least be considering John McCain if 
not actually voting? 
 
COOKIE:  Something here makes me frightened of voting for Obama.  Now I was going 
to vote for Hillary Clinton.  She’s really who I wanted because even though her husband 
is not exactly, okay . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But stay with Hillary, okay.  Hillary is who I wanted, yeah. 
 
COOKIE:  Hillary is who I wanted, and I was, I just can’t believe that she didn’t, you 
know, and then I would have voted for her because that’s what I felt.  That’s just the gut 
that I felt.  And that’s what you need to go in that booth with.  You can’t like, oh, well, 
close your eyes and go.  You can’t do that.  You have to really have a feel.  That’s what 
we have to do when we go in there. 
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 And like I said, in a Republican, even though a Democrat, I’ve never had a 
problem getting a job and getting good jobs.  I have never had any problems with the 
economy, the world, whatever.  And maybe, but you have to make wise decisions too, 
growing up.  And you have to, you know, if you’re doing the stock market, to me, it’s 
gambling.  I mean, I know the city, I mean the country runs that way, but, hey, look at it 
now.  Now they’re upping the insurance to $250,000, like, oh, yeah, put your money in 
here and get bonds.  Oh, hello. 
 
MODERATOR:  But I’ve got to bring you back, okay.  I’m sitting here.  I’m saying 40 
years of voting for Democrats.  Clearly, as we’ve talked about where the country is at, 
etc., people are, at this table, you, are not very happy about where we’re at.  Now it’s 
coming up to making a choice, and you’re saying, I got to go with my gut.  I thought 
about Hillary, but I’m actually thinking about John McCain.  What’s bringing you over to 
that side, a person who’s always voted Democratic, and who would vote for Hillary 
Clinton, but there’s something holding you back from Barack Obama.  What’s . . . 
 
COOKIE:  Well, the, I mean, in, we have a Congress that’s Democrat.  So if we bring 
that Republican in who has the defense background, who is a dedicated person, he 
may be 72, but I know 90-year-olds that, you know, are healthy.  I mean, and he . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  But what brings me to voting, thinking about voting for John 
McCain? 
 
COOKIE:  Because it’s him, because it’s him.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what holds me back from voting for Barack Obama? 
 
COOKIE:  I just don’t have, I don’t have any confidence.  Biden, I do.  It should be 
turned around.  If it was Biden, I wouldn’t vote for McCain.  I would vote for Biden.  If 
Biden is up for President and not Obama, and he had Obama as his running mate, that 
might have been a perfect ticket. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what holds me back from Obama is what? 
 
COOKIE:  I don’t have confidence in him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Confidence in him on the basis of? 
 
COOKIE:  I know that as a person, he was, he always was for the people growing up, 
and sometimes I look at it like it’s an act, or I see, you know, my mom, and I don’t know.  
It just seems like an act to me.  I just don’t have the confidence.  He’s a good person.  I 
think his values and many things are wonderful.  But I don’t think he’s Presidential 
material. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Ralph, always been a Democrat or been a Republican? 
 
RALPH:  I’ve voted third party, Democrat, Republican. 
 
MODERATOR:  Did you vote for Perot in ’92? 
 
RALPH:  Yes, I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  And in 2000, Gore and Bush? 
 
RALPH:  I voted for Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  And 2004, Bush, Kerry? 
 
RALPH:  Bush again. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And in ’96, did you vote for Dole or Clinton? 
 
RALPH:  I voted for Dole.  I’ve been Republican, you know, going back.  I also voted for 
George Wallace too, if we’re going back to that point too, but that was another issue 
and a different time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And is there anything that Obama can do to win your vote?  Or 
are you pretty well . . . 
 
RALPH:  No.  I’m leaning towards McCain.  I need to hear, well, actually, both the 
candidates are not telling me anything, like I just said before about immigration, Iraq, 
about healthcare, the manufacturing tax break.  What I want to hear, I want to hear from 
them, their lips, what they’re going to do.  And the only reason I would vote, like I said, 
for McCain, I don’t care for either of them, would be for that checks and balances. 
 Look what the Republicans did when they controlled both the House and Senate 
and the Presidency.  You have to have a check and balance there.  The Democrats are 
no different from Republicans.  When they get that power, they’re going to be power 
mongrels, and they’re going to want to push their agendas through.  So you need some 
kind of balance there.  That would be the reason, unless he comes up with a, and I think 
I agree with . . . he’s a little too even.  He’s almost like he’s rehearsed.  Obama almost 
sounds like he’s rehearsed.  He’s too . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Too perfect? 
 
RALPH:  Too perfect, you’re, that’s a good way to put it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Too perfect, does anybody else feel too perfect?  Pete does also. 
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MARY:  I do too. 
 
MODERATOR:  You do.  Why, Mary? 
 
MARY:  Well, he’s too polished.  I mean, he gets in front of a camera, and it’s like he’s 
feeding you everything you want to hear.  It’s like somebody prompted him to say, okay, 
this is what they want to hear, so this is what you need to tell them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Go ahead . . . 
 
COOKIE:  And as far as the issues, they’ve never told us anything.  In 40 years, it’s 
always been the same.  Why everybody says that, they’ve never told us exactly, when 
have you ever listened to a Presidential election and gone to the Convention, Democrat 
Convention?  They’ve never told us anything. 
 
RALPH:  Can I answer that for you? 
 
COOKIE:  Yeah. 
 
RALPH:  A lot of people might not like this, but if you listened, really, to the last two 
elections, as much as I don’t like George Bush right now, he was the only President, 
since I go back to Truman.  I don’t remember Truman.  I was a little kid, and Kennedy, 
and he was the only one that what he said in that debate, he tried to do.  He’s the only 
President I can remember.  He goofed it all up, but he did.  And I have to give that man 
credit.  He’s the first President I listened to that actually, what he said he was going to 
do he tried. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to bring, Michelle, real quick. 
 
MICHELLE:  Well, I also, the media.  You know, it seems like they get one issue, and 
that’s all they want to talk about.  That’s all they want to focus.  They’re not covering 
everything.  You know, you guys, there’s stuff you want to know about, but they’re not 
asking the right questions. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ohio, key state, what’s the best thing that John McCain can do 
to earn your vote?  I know some of you are already with McCain.  Single best thing he 
can do, anybody want to shout it out? 
 
WOMAN:  Tell what his plan to do for us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  What’s the best thing that Barack Obama could 
do to earn your vote? 
COOKIE:  Switch it over to Biden. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And we’re going to have a problem on that.  Are there any other 
things?  Yeah, go ahead, Steve, Steven. 
 
STEVEN:  I would like to know and understand more about how Obama is going to deal 
with his taxes.  How is he going to tax us, and what’s he going to tax us for, and why his 
rationale for it?  Because I think there’s, could be a major difference between those, the 
two candidates in regards to taxes and what they’re going to do with the taxes once 
they raise them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
BRANDIE:  I appreciate Obama’s honesty when he said in the last debate something to 
the effect of it’s going to be hard times.  It’s going to have to get worse before it gets 
better.  And I think it was in relation to the taxes.  But I want to know like what is his 
definition of worse, a Depression? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Let me ask one other thing, and that is I want to 
have you write down on your pad, just take a new piece of paper, write down four or five 
things that had a real impression on you in this campaign, anything that you remember, 
which you said, boy, that had a real, made a real impression on me.  Just write down 
anything that comes to mind, and it doesn’t have to be in the last few weeks.  It could be 
six months ago. 

It could be whenever you thought about it, just things that had a real impact upon 
you and the decision-making process.  I’ll give you another 30 seconds, anything that 
comes to your mind, anything that you think about.  This had an impression, made an 
impression on me, one way or another, could be either positive or negative.  It could be 
something to do with an event, an issue, a candidate, any element that you think of.  
Okay.  Let me start.  Michelle, give me something.  And raise your hand if you agree, if 
you mentioned the same thing.  Give me something you mentioned. 
 
MICHELLE:  The Vice Presidential selections. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many said the Vice Presidential selection was something 
that made an impact on me, hands up?  Okay.  One, hold it, hands up.  I got to see 
them all.  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, okay.  And what were you saying? 
 
MICHELLE:  Well, in the beginning of course, I considered both candidates.  But once 
McCain had selected Palin and I saw her stand on things and what, some of the things 
she’s done in Alaska, he completely lost me there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robin? 
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ROBIN:  I was a little surprised that McCain picked Sarah Palin.  That was kind of a 
surprise choice . . . the whole United States.  No one really knew her or knew anything 
about her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Did it help consolidate your vote for McCain, or did it make you feel 
less certain? 
 
ROBIN:  Maybe even a little less certain because I don’t know if I can trust her.  I’m a 
little bit worried about that, as far as both of them running together. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  I, mine was Palin for Vice President, and that was, she’s not qualified.  
She’s not . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How do you know she’s not qualified? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Well, just, I guess I don’t appreciate the way she presents herself.  I don’t 
appreciate some of the standings that she has.  And I just, like, I don’t know.  It turned 
me off to McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else said Vice President?  There were a couple of other.  
Mary? 
 
MARY:  I was surprised when Obama picked Biden because Biden came out against 
him in his comments.  And all of a sudden, they’re best buddies now? 
 
MODERATOR:  And did that turn you off?  Did that bother you? 
 
MARY:  Yeah, it bothered me. 
 
MODERATOR:  And how about Palin, any effect?  It doesn’t have to, but I mean . . . 
 
MARY:  I think she’s feisty. 
 
MODERATOR:  Feisty, good.  Qualified? 
 
MARY:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Good.  Okay.  And Steve? 
MARY:  She says some things that make sense. 
 
STEVE:  I said Vice President also. 
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MODERATOR:  And you . . . 
 
STEVE:  With Biden, he wasn’t with Barack at the time, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And who else put Vice President down?  And you did what, 
Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  Well, I like Joe Biden on his foreign affairs issues.  I thought it was great.  But 
he got so he’d run off at the mouth a little bit, and he gets his foot in, what he said about 
there will be a major issue in the next, first six months of, that scares people, you know.  
That really scares people.  I couldn’t understand that statement.  But . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Go ahead.  And Biden was a plus in your mind. 
 
RALPH:  I thought he was a plus, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Sarah Palin, any effect one way or another? 
 
RALPH:  Interesting.  You know, sometimes you almost reach the stage where you say, 
hey, why not try it?  With the politicians we got now, why not give her a try? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John McCain wins the Presidency.  What’s your emotion?  I 
want just a snap emotion that you feel, okay.  You wake up the day after the election.  
John McCain has won the election.  Your feeling is?  Quick. 
 
BRANDIE:  I don’t know, just concern. 
 
STEVE:  Okay.  Here we go again. 
 
COOKIE:  I have a positive.  You just have to go with what you get and . . . 
 
RALPH:  Hope you did the right thing. 
 
GRETCHEN:  Say a prayer, and hope he can make it happen. 
 
PETE:  Cautiously optimistic. 
 
MICHELLE:  When is the next election? 
JASON:  Move to Canada. 
 
MODERATOR:  Move to Canada. 
 
ROBIN:  Hopeful. 
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STEVE:  He says that he’s going to reach out across the aisle, and I think in order to get 
something done, we’re going to need to reach across the aisle.  And he also says he’s 
going to cut government waste, so I cross my fingers and hope he does. 
 
MARY:  Prayerfully optimistic. 
 
WILLIAM:  Worried. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Barack Obama wins the Presidency.  What’s your emotion?  I’m 
going to start with, I’ll start with Gretchen and go clockwise. 
 
GRETCHEN:  Hopefully, there will be change. 
 
RALPH:  I want to see him live up to what he’s talking about. 
 
COOKIE:  Worried. 
 
STEVE:  Yeah, worried. 
 
BRANDIE:  Uncertainty. 
 
WILLIAM:  Hopefully, it will change things. 
 
MARY:  Uncertain. 
 
STEVE:  Hopefully, the world doesn’t become destabilized and we have a major war. 
 
ROBIN:  Nervous. 
 
JASON:  Different. 
 
MICHELLE:  New era. 
 
PETE:  Kind of frightened a little bit. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And the nervousness, frightened, uncertain that people 
are expressing, you’re trying to say what?  Just help me to understand it with another 
half sentence or so.  I mean, I got a lot of tentativeness around the table.  What are you 
trying to tell me? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think depending on which, whoever wins, it’s going to be a new era in and 
of itself, whether it be McCain or Obama.  There are so many things that have to be 
addressed and decisions that  have to be made that will be hard for everybody, I think. 
 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

RESIDENTS OF LAKE COUNTY, OHIO 

CLEVELAND, OHIO, OCTOBER 26, 2008, 1:30 P.M. 

PAGE 28 

 

STEVE:  Yeah, there will be change.  Both candidates will bring change. 
 
MICHELLE:  We’re putting a lot of our hope into the, into our economy and everything 
else changing with this new Presidency.  And if it doesn’t happen, what do we hope for? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Wouldn’t it be that way with either person though? 
 
MICHELLE:  Well, yeah, that’s why the uncertainty, because we’re putting our hope in 
it. 
No matter who gets voted, it’s, there’s always going to be the nervousness, the 
uncertainty, because, yeah, people look good on paper, but actions, that’s where it’s at. 
 
COOKIE:  And if Obama is about theatrics, here’s hoping that he asks Joe Biden for 
some of his opinions instead of, you know, calling William Ayers. 
 
MARY:  Well, both of them said they wanted to reach across the Senate and the 
Congress to make things happen.  And hopefully, that’s the big change that we’re 
talking about, that not everybody is going to be party, you know, voting on party lines 
and that they’re going to look out for our welfare for once instead of the big bucks. 
 
BRANDIE:  I think the morning after, I mean, if Bush looked to Cheney for direction and 
if Obama looks to Biden for direction and McCain looks to Palin, you know, to kind of 
bounce things off, I would feel more certain with Obama looking at Biden, for where do I 
go from here, versus McCain looking to Palin and saying, okay, now what?  We’re both 
mavericks.  Let’s go.  I’m just a little tired of that sentence, along with Joe the Plumber, 
that we’re mavericks, because mavericks doesn’t mean anything but uncertainty and 
where are you going to go from here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me go to the lightning round, okay.  I’m going to throw out 
the name of a person.  I want you to give me a word or a phrase to describe your 
feelings about that person.  So if I were to say Harry Truman, don’t say former 
President.  I know he was the former President of the United States.  I want a feeling, a 
word that describes what you’re feeling.  So we’re going to go very, very quickly.  I’m 
not going to hit everybody.  We’ll just bing, bing, bing, bing.  We’re going to start with 
George W. Bush.  Pete, word or phrase?  Lightning round, here we go, real quick. 
 
PETE:  Disappointing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Disappointing.  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Messed up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve, word or phrase? 
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STEVE:  Likable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Idiot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Ineffectual. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary? 
 
MARY:  Didn’t live up to expectations. 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Same old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  He was misdirected. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  I’m going to have to go with idiot too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Jason? 
 
JASON:  Hee Haw. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here we go, Hillary Clinton.  Ralph? 
RALPH:  Power monger. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Likable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
 
PETE:  Don’t trust her. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  Relatable. 
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MODERATOR:  And, Jason? 
 
JASON:  No, thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Well meaning. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  In the same mode as Bill. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary, Hillary Clinton? 
 
MARY:  I can’t come up with one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  A concern. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandi? 
 
BRANDIE:  I like her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Again, I want to get feelings. 
 
STEVE:  Strong willed. 
 
WOMAN:  Do the job. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Joe Biden, Steve, Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  He’s a veteran. 
 
MODERATOR:  Joe Biden, Steve? 
 
STEVE:  Don’t have anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Joe Biden, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Strong ally. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
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PETE:  I don’t know, no opinion of Joe Biden. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Jason? 
 
JASON:  I’ll go with Steven, veteran. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he has a . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  Loose lips sink ships. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve, Joe Biden? 
 
STEVE:  I don’t have anything for him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  John McCain, Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  Oh, boy, don’t shoot me, crotchety old man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Crotchety old man, okay.  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  Honest patriot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Pete? 
 
PETE:  Very patriotic, well meaning. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary? 
 
MARY:  Patriotic, intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Grandfather. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Dedicated and well meaning. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robin? 
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ROBIN:  Patriotic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think he’s dedicated.  I don’t know about well meaning. 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I feel he’s a hero. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Nancy Pelosi, Pete? 
 
PETE:  Can’t stand her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nancy Pelosi, Steve? 
 
STEVE:  I don’t like her either. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nancy Pelosi, Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Ambitious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nancy Pelosi, Mary? 
 
MARY:  Disgusting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  I would say ambitious, not necessarily positive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Idiot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Loose cannon. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason? 
 
JASON:  Loose cannon. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Barack Obama, Robin? 
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ROBIN:  Wavery. 
 
MODERATOR:  Barack Obama, Jason? 
 
JASON:  Oh, nuts, I forgot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase, what do you think? 
 
JASON:  I hate to use it because he says it all the dang time, but change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  New ideas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
 
PETE:  Too smooth for me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  New hope. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  Too well polished. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Theatrical. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  At a loss, good speaker. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  Surrounded himself by good people. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
BRANDIE:  Surrounded himself by good people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  William? 
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WILLIAM:  Good change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary? 
 
MARY:  Too polished. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  Eloquent but doesn’t have much of a track record. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Jason, Dick Cheney? 
 
JASON:  George W. Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary, Dick Cheney? 
 
MARY:  Patriotic. 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  He’s too corporately sponsored. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Dedicated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  No comment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
 
PETE:  Don’t care for him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  Part of the good old boy network. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  A snake. 
 
MODERATOR:  A snake? 
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BRANDIE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, got it.  Just wanted to get it out there, okay.  Sarah Palin, 
Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Goofy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sarah Palin, Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  No opinion of her. 
 
MODERATOR:  No, you do.  
 
RALPH:  Okay. 
 
GRETCHEN:  Be honest. 
 
RALPH:  I couldn’t think of any right away, so fast, out of her league. 
MODERATOR:  What, out of her league? 
 
RALPH:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  Multi-tasked. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  She’s a hockey mom. 
 
MODERATOR:  She’s a hockey mom, okay.  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  I’m going to have to agree, she’s out of her league. 
 
MODERATOR:  Out of her league.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I feel she’s a redneck. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mary? 
 
MARY:  Great Governor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great Governor, okay.  Steven? 
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STEVEN:  I think he could have, McCain could have done better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Untested. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason? 
 
JASON:  Change again, just because she’s a minority. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  Bad decision maker. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Cindy McCain, Pete? 
 
PETE:  McCain’s wife. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody, who’s got a view of Cindy McCain? 
 
MARY:  Very underestimated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Underestimated, good.  Other view, anybody else?  Nobody else has a 
view of Cindy? 
 
Steve:  She supports her husband. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, supports her husband, good.  Who else, anybody else? 
 
COOKIE:  Good supporter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Okay.  Michelle Obama, anybody got a point of 
view? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think she’s relatable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Relatable, says Brandie. 
 
STEVE:  I’ll go with another R word, radical. 
 
MODERATOR:  Radical, okay.  Anybody else? 
 
PETE:  I don’t trust her. 
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MODERATOR:  Don’t trust her, says Pete. 
 
COOKIE:  No trust. 
 
MODERATOR:  No trust. 
 
MARY:  Scary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Scary. 
 
MARY:  Scary. 
 
WILLIAM:  I think she’s racist. 
 
MODERATOR:  Racist. 
 
WILLIAM:  Yeah. 
 
MARY:  Yeah. 
 
COOKIE:  Very. 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  Okay.  And why the strong feelings about Michelle Obama? 
 
MARY:  Probably because of the paper that she wrote when she was at Princeton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why the strong feelings about Michelle Obama?  I mean, these 
are strong feelings.  These weren’t just sort of namby-pamby words. 
 
COOKIE:  It’s almost like, she’s not real verbal, and it’s almost like she, with the 
theatrics that I feel about Obama, it’s like she’s kind of holding back in some areas 
because she’s told to. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  I just think she’s scary because . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
STEVE:  Oh, just her actions, the way she . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
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STEVE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  But help me.  Help me to understand. 
 
STEVE:  The way she’s putting herself out there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but help me because I don’t understand.  She is scary 
because . . . 
 
STEVE:  Just her actions, like you said . . . 
 
MARY:  It’s a gut feeling, right? 
 
STEVE:  Yeah, something that you, you see her . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Is it the way she talks, walks, relates to people? 
 
STEVE:  I don’t know about the paper she wrote in Princeton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but . . . 
 
WOMAN:  It was scary. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, but what . . . 
 
STEVE:  It’s just something, when you look at people, when you meet somebody, you 
know, you have a gut feeling.  You either like the person, or you don’t like the person, or 
you’re on the fence . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And what was your word? 
 
WILLIAM:  Racist, because a lot of people don’t know about where she came from and 
how she grew up and the things she was involved in.  I mean, I’m not 100% sure about 
what it was, but the things I’ve read, I’m kind of like, you know, this is the United States 
of America.  There’s a lot of people here.  You know, you can’t be having racist views. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And does anybody else, okay, interesting.  Yup, Steven, last 
thing. 
 
STEVE:  I just think it goes, it wouldn’t be much of an issue, but you’ve already got 
Obama issues with William Ayers and Jeremy Wright.  And if she’s even more to the left 
than he is, you start to wonder. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many, by the way, I had you divide up this.  How many 
people in the column I don’t want to talk about had Jeremy Wright and Obama’s, and 
William Ayers and Jeremy Wright?  How many had that in the column I don’t want to 
talk about?  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, I think.  How many had it in the 
column I want to talk about?  One person, two people, okay.  Did you also have it in the 
column you wanted to talk about?  
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Okay.  I won’t make us go through all of this.  Oh, hey, 
you get on a plane, as I did today, Southwest, open seating, and there are four seats 
left on the plane.  One seat is next to Barack Obama.  Second seat is next to John 
McCain.  Third seat is next to Joe Biden.  And the fourth seat is next to Sarah Palin. 

Write down, it’s a four-hour, nonstop flight to San Francisco or L.A.  Write down 
the seat you’re going to sit in, next to, who you’re going to sit next to.  And then let’s say 
the one seat that you don’t want to have to sit next to, okay, so the one I want and the 
one I don’t want, okay.  Let’s do that.  Okay.  Michelle, who do you want to sit next to? 

 
MICHELLE:  Sarah Palin. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to, Jason? 
 
JASON:  I’m a 29-year-old male, so Sarah Palin, but really Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to, Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to, Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to? 
 
MARY:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama, Mary.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama.  Who do you want to sit next to, Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  Probably Obama. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to? 
 
MAN:  Palin. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to? 
 
WOMAN:  Biden. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to? 
RALPH:  McCain.  I’m a Vietnam vet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you want to sit next to? 
 
WOMAN:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama.  And do who you want to sit next to? 
 
MAN:  John McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So poor Joe Biden only got one person sitting next to him, okay.  
People who want to sit next to Palin, why you want to sit next to Palin? 
 
MICHELLE:  I want to ask her what the heck is she thinking with some of her views. 
 
MAN:  And just get to know her better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Jason? 
 
JASON:  Well, I’d rather sit next to Obama, but Palin because, you know, yeah, but 
really Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Palin? 
 
STEVE:  Yeah.  Just to get to know her better, get her insight on some of the views that 
she has. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who said the one person I don’t want to sit next to is Joe 
Biden?  Two people.  Who said I don’t want to sit next to Obama?  One person.  And 
who said I don’t want to sit next to McCain?  Okay.  So we don’t have a consensus.  
And the people who want to sit next to McCain, the reason you want to sit next to 
McCain is, besides Vietnam vet?  What else? 
 
STEVE:  His experience. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  You just want to talk to him. 
 
STEVE:  Sure, just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else?  Robin, do you want to sit next to McCain?  Why? 
 
ROBIN:  From his experiences with the war, from his time in Vietnam, and all the way 
through to his ideas for the future. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s your greatest reservation, as a person, about John 
McCain being President of the United States?  Not in terms of views on issues, I just 
want on the human dimension.  My greatest reservation.  And I’m going to go 
specifically, Mary. 
 
MARY:  Health. 
 
MODERATOR:  His health.  Steven, greatest reservation? 
 
STEVEN:  His age. 
 
MODERATOR:  His age.  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Age. 
 
MODERATOR:  His age.  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  Yeah, also his age. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  It doesn’t bother me, his age. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ralph, greatest reservation? 
 
RALPH:  His temper. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
 
PETE:  His health. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Greatest reservation that you have about Barack Obama being 
President of the United States? 
 
MAN:  Inexperience. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Greatest reservation, Jason? 
 
JASON:  I’m going to have to go with inexperience. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  I actually have no reservations. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  That he won’t follow through on some of the things he’s trying to sell. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  No experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  Who he surrounds himself with. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And okay, and the personal element that most 
impresses you about Barack Obama, the personal element that most impresses you 
about Barack Obama? 
 
STEVE:  The way he speaks, the way he talks, his communication skills.  He’s very, 
he’s not, you can relate to him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Cookie? 
 
COOKIE:  He could have been a very wealthy man, working in law firms, and he chose 
the other way.  So that is, I mean, impressive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  The way he communicates. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Pete? 
 
PETE:  His communication skills are fantastic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Same as everyone else, communication skills. 
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MODERATOR:  And having great communication skills, does that make you a better 
President? 
MAN:  No. 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, is that an important thing? 
 
MAN:  No. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah.  I think it is important. 
 
MAN:  But it’s like he’s trying to sell . . . 
 
STEVE:  Well, it is important, but it doesn’t make you a President. 
 
WOMAN:  It doesn’t make you a better President, but, yeah . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  . . . it does.  You have to sell your thoughts, and you have to sell what you 
want. 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 
MARY:  But you’ve got to have something behind the . . . 
 
GRETCHEN:  But you just have to sell it.  He doesn’t have to have anything behind it.  
That’s what the people are for.  He has to sell what he wants to get out into the country.  
And if he can communicate to you, make you feel like you’re feeling what he’s feeling, 
he wins.  That’s the, the best CEO does that.  They are sales reps.  They’re not CEOs. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MAN:  He’s doing it to a lot of people. 
 
MARY:  I don’t want pretty words.  I want substance. 
 
GRETCHEN:  But you got to sell it in order to get the substance, and he can sell it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think that Barack Obama has got substance? 
 
MARY:  I am getting the feeling no. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And the reason you have the feeling, Mary, that he doesn’t have 
substance is? 
 
MARY:  Because every time I’ve seen him speak, he skirts the answers.  He doesn’t 
give you a straight answer. 
 
MODERATOR:  And did you watch the debates? 
 
MARY:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And were there any things that he did that impressed you, and were 
there any things that turned you off, that, in terms of the debates, or general 
impressions? 
 
MARY:  I guess it’s, I watched the debates, and it just seemed like the same old, same 
old to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And that would be of both sides? 
 
MARY:  Correct. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And in terms of the professional dimension, how will he be a 
good President, Barack Obama?  How will he be a good President?  I mean, I’m making 
the, you know, I’m going to bring you all back three years from now, and he’s done a 
good job, and you’ll say, I told you.  I mean, you may not have voted for him or 
whatever, but here’s how he will be a good President.  Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  You know, I think that he comes from a meager background and kind of 
defines the old notion that in America, you can do anything you want.  He comes from 
that background.  So if he can use his communication skills to be diplomatic and to 
negotiate and compromise, then I think that maybe he can be a good President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How’s he going to be a good President, Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  I think he would be like, he can be like a Jack Kennedy with the way he can 
present himself and get people to do things.  Jack Kennedy was not a great President.  I 
mean, he wasn’t around long enough.  He didn’t do anything.  But he did have the way 
of convincing people, and I think that’s, he could do that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  In what way will he be a good President, Pete? 
 
PETE:  I agree with what Ralph said.  I think he’ll probably be, he’ll be very persuasive 
and get people to agree with him. 
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MODERATOR:  Robin, what way will he be a good President? 
 
ROBIN:  I think he can reach out to all people.  He is the product of a black and white 
race.  And he can try to reach everybody, and he’s concerned with everybody, the rich 
and the poor.  And he still has to improve on his leadership skills, but eventually, I think 
he’s going to get there in the long run. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen, in what way will he be a good President? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Because the good, he’s, it’s like the coach of the team.  Like he’ll be able 
to talk through, the coaches have all their assistants to help them.  All he has to do is 
sell the main point and then be able to speak to it after it’s done.  And I think he’s a 
good speaker.  And as much as we say, you know, we’re going to say that that’s a 
detriment, or the theatrics, but that’s what people see.  That’s what we need. 
 
MODERATOR:  But will he be a good leader? 
 
GRETCHEN:  I think so, yes, because he can carry himself, and he can manage 
himself through it, and he can speak to it.  He’s got himself this far this quickly, and it’s 
because he can talk.  It’s because he can sell himself and sell the product that he wants 
to sell.  And that’s what he’s going to do for America.  If he goes overseas and can sell 
himself the way he is here, who wouldn’t want him to represent you?  He’s very, he 
represents a lot of different things that’s happening in America, and I think that that’s 
good. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with Gretchen, that he will help our image abroad?  
Whether you’re voting for him or not, he will help our image overseas, around the 
world?  Okay.  Basically, the people who are voting for Obama agree, and maybe 
Ralph.  Michelle . . . 
 
MAN:  Ralph. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think you raised your hand. 
 
MICHELLE:  Yeah, I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete, you’re too late. 
 
PETE:  No, you missed it.  I had my hand up. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I would like to extend and revise, Pete had his hand up.  Okay, 
Michelle, how about yourself, in what way will he be a good leader? 
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MICHELLE:  Well, I think he brings, yeah, he doesn’t have a lot of experience, but you 
know, sometimes when we get a lot of experience, we get stuck in old ways and new 
ideas.  I think he’s going to bring fresh ideas and move us forward. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m interested in one other thing.  Mary, Cookie, and the people 
who tend to be for Obama, if John McCain had not, if John McCain had not selected 
Sarah Palin, how many of you would have considered voting for John McCain?  In other 
words, if he had not selected Sarah Palin and made a different choice, you would have 
considered voting for John McCain?  We got one, one and a half, okay. 
 
 COOKIE: Yeah, more towards . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I’m wondering about a couple other things.  On a 
professional dimension, what will make John McCain a good President?  What will 
make John McCain a good President on a professional basis?  It’s not what you admire 
about him personally.  It’s the way, do you have something that you . . .  
 
BRANDIE:  I think people respect him.  They have some history with him, in whatever 
capacity, whether that be directly or indirectly.  He’s laid a foundation on whether it 
being a maverick or being somebody who can be relied upon, and I think in Congress, 
that could help him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Other people?  Gretchen, is there a way in which he 
could be a good President? 
 
GRETCHEN:  I think if he surrounds himself with the right people to bring the change 
about, I just don’t see change coming from him.  I mean, that’s the only thing that scares 
me with him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mary, how can he be a good President? 
 
MARY:  I think he has a good foreign policy.  I think he has more knowledge and more 
experience there.  I think he has more experience on getting people to side with him in 
the Senate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Jason, how could he be a good President? 
 
JASON:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  You can’t think of anything. 
 
JASON:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Michelle? 
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MICHELLE:  Get away from Bush’s ideas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And tell me one thing.  How do you think Barack Obama would 
do if the Congress was opposing one of his important pieces of legislation?  How would 
he deal with Congress?  How would Barack Obama deal with the situation where some 
piece of his legislation was being blocked by Congress, anybody?  Yeah, Pete. 
 
PETE:  I think he would cave quite easily. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So he would cave.  Other people think? 
 
MICHELLE:  I would think they, or I would hope they’d work together to find, you know, 
some common ground.  If it’s for the betterment of the country, okay, let’s figure this out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup, okay.  How do you think he would react, okay.  You know, 
Congress does that.  You know, they often see things differently from a President.  
Obama is the President of the United States.  How do you think they would react? 
 
MAN:  Well, I know how he should react, but how he . . . 
 
STEVEN:  Well, constituents of the Congress are Democrats . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah.  It’s basically all Democrats. 
 
STEVEN:  . . . Democrats.  Now I believe Bush had something similar to that in his first 
term, and some things did not get done.  Some things did.  I think that he’s going to try 
to push in some Legislature, and the Democratic Congress is going to say, well, you 
can only go so far. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  I’m sort of interested when he hits that sticking point, you know, 
how do you think he’ll do, and what do you think he’ll do? 
 
RALPH:  Well, he might strong arm. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  It’s just, you know, everybody . . . 
 
RALPH:  Everybody, all Presidents do it.  They strong arm the people that they, you 
know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m just trying to get a reading on how you would envision 
Obama handling something like this.  Or if you don’t have any idea, that’s perfectly fine 
too. 
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MAN:  I got nothing. 
 
WOMAN:  I could go either way. 
 
MARY:  I would think that maybe he probably would follow the same trends that most 
other Presidents have and add on.  Like if you vote for this, this is what will happen for 
your state. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  I, if he doesn’t get what he wants from the Congress, he may go to the 
people and say, you know, this is what we need, and Congress is dragging its feet.  And 
you need to put pressure on your Representative to get this done.  He may . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason, you’re agreeing with that? 
 
JASON:  Yeah.  Too many people do it the other, you know, change things and say this 
is, like I think Mary was saying . . . 
 
MARY:  . . .  
 
JASON:  Yeah, just as things are . . . a little bit here and there and where, you know, he 
might actually change . . . that trend and change and do it the other way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How do you think you’d handle a domestic crisis, such as 
Katrina or the financial crisis?  Do you have any sense of how he would react in one of 
those situations? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think just from the way he’s gathering the nation, in the press today, they 
were talking about in Georgia alone, there’s almost 75% to 100% voter turnout amongst 
African Americans and population as a whole for early registration.  He has a way of 
talking and making people pay attention. 

And I don’t know if it’s just his communication style or being drawn to him or if it’s 
something other than that.  And I felt like during like Katrina, when President Bush went 
on, it was just like you just became numb to it.  I think he’d have a way of saying, okay, 
this is where we’re at, and this is what we need to do, and this is what we’re doing. 

 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Pete, give me an impression of how you think he would 
do in a situation which is a national crisis, which we all feel.  How do you think he would 
do in that kind of situation? 
 
PETE:  Well, judging by what he did in the, with the bailout, I mean, he was all in right 
away.  And if what I hear is correct about him basically voting along party lines, like 
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90-some% of the time, I don’t know.  I mean, that’s why I said that he would, you know, 
when I said that he would cave.  I just don’t have a lot of faith in him in that area. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Ralph, just give me a quick reaction on how he would deal with a 
domestic situation, Katrina or financial or whatever. 
 
RALPH:  Katrina . . . no President will ever do what happened again.  So I mean, 
just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  I understand that. 
 
RALPH:  Another policy, I really think that he’ll do a lot of talking.  He’ll do just a lot of 
talking with the people and with Senators and Congressman and, behind closed doors. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Is he the kind of President that would galvanize the nation 
together? 
 
RALPH:  I think he can, yes. 
 
WOMAN:  Yes, I think he can. 
 
WOMAN:  Rally the troops. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think he can?  Would you agree, Steve? 
 
STEVE:  Yes.  Yeah, I think he could, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, grudgingly yes. 
 
STEVE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s good. 
 
STEVE:  The way he speaks, the way he presents himself. 
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me, how do you think he’d deal with our adversaries abroad, a 
Russia, a China, or whoever it is?  I mean, we don’t obviously have to be in military 
conflict to have an adversary.  How do you think he would be in negotiating with Russia 
or China? 
 
WOMAN:  Out of his league. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
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WOMAN:  Out of his league. 
 
MODERATOR:  Out of his league. 
 
MARY:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Mary agrees. 
 
MAN:  I hope he’s got some good people surrounding him that can give him advice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  I hope he’s willing to listen to them. 
 
JASON:  I think he would be. He would be because he doesn’t, and he knows he 
doesn’t . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But I don’t hear somebody say, no, no, no, this guy would be able to do 
it.  I feel comfortable.  I feel confident that if he were negotiating with the Putins of the 
world, that he’d be able to handle that. 
 
JASON:  I think he would.  And I say that because every person that has the people 
that they converse with behind closed doors so they always get someone else’s opinion. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How about dealing with our allies, you know, Great Britain, 
Germany, Japan, etc., how would he be dealing with people who are essentially our 
allies, good, bad, or indifferent? 
 
RALPH:  I think that he’ll do better on that with our allies. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Turn it around.  Here’s where I feel confident that John McCain 
would be a good President.  I gave you different situations.  I gave you where the 
Congress was opposed to an idea.  I gave you a domestic situation like Katrina or the 
financial.  I gave you a foreign situation, negotiating with a Russia or a China or allies.  
Where would John McCain stand out?  Where would he be a good President? 
 
BRANDIE:  Foreign affairs. 
 
MAN:  Foreign affairs, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Everybody agrees he’d be good?  And better with our allies or 
adversaries? 
 
MAN:  Probably adversaries. 
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WOMAN:  Adversaries. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  And why do you feel he’ll be good with our adversaries? 
 
MAN:  Because he was a POW. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . his history. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah? 
 
STEVEN:  Well, I think he will be able to determine just who are our allies and who are 
our adversaries. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  One thing I’ve read a lot about in the press is something called 
the Bradley effect.  How many people have heard about the Bradley effect? 
 
WOMAN:  I’ve heard of it. 
 
MODERATOR:  You know it, Bradley effect? 
 
STEVE:  Is that changing your mind in the voting booth, what was that, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Cookie, you know? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
MODERATOR:  Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  No . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Pete? 
 
PETE:  No, not really. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle, yes?  Jason? 
 
JASON:  No. 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
MAN:  No. 
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MAN:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
RALPH:  Yeah.  That’s a, was he a mayor, was in California, who was a black man, and 
he was 14 points ahead in the polls, I think.  And when it came time to actually vote . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Election Day, yeah. 
 
RALPH:  He lost by 3% or something, 4% I think it was. 
 
MAN:  I thought it was more than that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anyway, it was a very, very close race.  And they talk about the 
Bradley effect in terms of people saying I would think about voting for Obama and then 
on Election Day saying you can’t.  And I’m just wondering, how much will the Bradley 
effect be part of this election? 
 
RALPH:  None. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, how much do you, do any of you see, hear, or think that this is 
going to happen?  In other words, you’ll wake up, I mean, I know a lot of the polls show 
that Barack Obama is ahead.  I think he even, Ohio, he may be ahead, and I’m not sure.  
Is this going to be an effect?  Is it going to be here, Mary? 
 
MARY:  I don’t think so. 
MODERATOR:  You don’t think so.  Why not? 
 
MARY:  Because I think most people, unlike me, have their minds made up, and they’re 
just going to go vote, and that’s going to be it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And so it’s not that they’re expressing one view one way and 
doing something . . . 
 
MARY:  And voting a different way, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Anybody think this may be an effect? 
 
MAN:  I think it could be. 
 
WOMAN:  I think it could be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m interested.  Pete, help me out on this. 
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PETE:  I tell you what, there’s, you know, there’s a lot of racist people.  There’s a lot of 
people that are maybe not racist, but they’ll get in that voting booth and just, you know, 
have a hard time . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you know people that you would bet that probably would use race 
as an important . . . 
 
PETE: I have some, I have, probably yes, probably yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  How about you, Robin? 
 
ROBIN:  Well, I think there was a big push to get new voters out, especially the African 
Americans, young and old.  And it has yet to be seen will those people actually go and 
vote.  I know the big push to get them registered. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think there will be a push back in terms of the white 
community? 
 
ROBIN:  Could be, yes, definitely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Could be.  What do you think, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Yeah.  I think some people don’t want to, they’re going to go and say that 
they’re going to vote for Barack, but then when they’re behind closed doors, because 
they don’t want to admit that the race is going to take an effect, but when it comes, push 
comes to shove, when they go to vote, I think they’ll change their mind, and they’re 
going to vote . . . 
 
JASON:  He’s not black though.  He’s mixed. 
 
GRETCHEN:  I understand that. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m sorry, Jason, go ahead? 
 
JASON:  I’m sorry, I’m totally . . . 
 
GRETCHEN:  No, no, I understand that, but I just think some people, I mean, I’ll tell 
you, I have a mixed daughter.  Like I know there’s people that smile to my face and 
people that are behind my back going . . .  
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
GRETCHEN:  Yeah, exactly.  So I just, I think that there are ignorant white people out 
there that are going to say, yup, I’ll vote for him, yup, I’ll vote for him, just because they 
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don’t want to feel, you know, feel the backlash of what’s, you know, what would happen 
if they said, I can’t vote for him because of the race. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason? 
 
JASON:  He’s mixed.  He’s not black.  He’s black and white.  He’s both.  There 
shouldn’t . . . 
 
GRETCHEN:  Older white people do not feel that way, Jason. 
 
JASON:  Right.  And the younger black people don’t feel that way either. 
 
GRETCHEN:  You check the box African American when they don’t give you a choice.  
If they have a little black in them, it’s African American. 
 
JASON:  I know.  I have countless friends that are mixed.  In fact, almost all of my 
friends are mixed.  I know how . . . 
 
GRETCHEN:  I’m just telling you, the older white folks do see the black.  They don’t see 
the white. 
 
JASON:  Because it’s not . . . 
MODERATOR:  Cookie, let me get your viewpoint. 
 
COOKIE:  I think, I had my train of thought, and then I started listening to them. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I told you not to listen to others.  That just messes up the group. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
COOKIE:  I had a good point too.  I had a good point. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let’s hear your good point, in terms of the racial effect, in terms 
of this . . . 
 
COOKIE:  I know a lot of people that, for that only, they are voting for McCain, for that 
reason only.  And but isn’t, in the past, 30% of registered voters vote? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Actually, it’s larger than that, fortunately. 
 
COOKIE:  Really? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.   
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COOKIE:  Of registered.  What about the ones that, you know, interesting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Of registered voters, it’s almost in the 85% level.  And of the 
total population, we’ll have a majority maybe as much as 55% or so.  So that’s the one 
factual thing I can bring to this table, something like that.  Okay.  Let me do one other 
thing if I can, and that is to ask you, we talked earlier, and maybe I’ll have you just take 
your piece of paper and do this.  By the way . . . brought up before, and that is two sets 
of issues. 
 One are sort of the economic issues, and that has everything to do from, 
obviously, jobs in the economy to taxes, etc.  And the other has to do, which I would call 
cultural issues as much as anything, and I’ve heard it here.  It’s abortion.  It’s guns.  It 
can be school prayer, gay rights, etc.  In terms of your own vote, and I’ll do another 
thing.  I’ll do other, which means it’s one of the, anything else that’s not in here. 

In terms of your own vote, if you had to add up to 100, how much of your vote will 
be based on the economy, and just on issues, obviously, abortion, guns, gays, religion, 
all of the cultural issues, which are here, and then, finally, other issues, and I could 
define all of those.  But just put down three numbers.  We’ll make this A, the economy, 
B, social issues, and C, the other issues.  And let’s just do that and see how we go.  I’ll 
give everybody about five seconds to do that, and I’ll be right back. 

Okay, here we go, A, B, and C. 
WOMAN:  Question first. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes? 
 
WOMAN:  Which bracket do you put healthcare? 
 
MODERATOR:  I put it in the other category. 
 
MAN:  Oh. 
 
MARY:  Then I got to change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  A, B, and C, okay.  Okay.  How many put the economy as their 
number one issue?  Okay.  Number one, that they had it more than, a higher 
percentage than anything else?  Mary, what number? 
 
MARY:  I put 45%. 
 
WOMAN:  Fifty. 
 
WOMAN:  I put 60%. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else have, okay, how many had social issues as their 
number one issue.  Okay, how many? 
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WILLIAM:  Seventy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Seventy. 
 
STEVEN:  Fifty. 
 
JASON:  I put 40%. 
 
PETE:  Fifty. 
 
BRANDIE:  Fifty. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And how many had other as their major issue?  Okay. 
 
ROBIN:  Forty. 
 
COOKIE:  Eighty-five. 
STEVE:  Eighty. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let me just break it down.  Okay.  When you put 70% on 
social issues, what are you trying to say? 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m trying to say this country needs to change a lot before we start 
advancing the world because we’re not alone.  You know, I understand it is the pride of 
country, but it’s a big planet, and there’s a lot of people on the planet.  I think we need to 
have more respect for ourselves and have some other changes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And on social, so on social issues, you’re trying to say what? 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m trying to say that, well, in my opinion, that’s the larger percentage.  I’m 
persuaded more about the social . . . issues. 
 
MODERATOR:  And does that put you more on the conservative side or the 
progressive side, or where do you find yourself? 
 
WILLIAM:  Right in the middle. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Who else had B as their number one issue?  Jason, 
what are you trying to say. 
 
JASON:  I agree with, what’s his name, William?  There’s billions of people on this 
planet, and we need to, you know, if we’re supposed to be the leading country in the 
world, we need to actually set that example and quit talking about it. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else had it?  And, Pete, what are you trying to say? 
 
PETE:  I don’t know.  I think how someone’s morals are determine how they are 
regarding other issues also.  I lean to be more conservative.  And I just think that it’s 
very, you know, I think it’s real important . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you had it near the top.  And what are you trying to say? 
 
BRANDIE:  I think it, maybe economy is important too, but depending on your values 
and what you believe in that core will determine how you decide to spend your money 
and how you rank healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And who had C?  I think Steve did, Cookie did, and I think 
Steven . . . Robin. 
 
WOMAN:  And Ralph. 
 
RALPH: I had other too. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
RALPH:  I had C. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, okay.  Good.  Cookie, when you chose C, other issues, you were 
trying to say? 
 
COOKIE:  I think our healthcare is really important.  I think the war is really important, 
these issues.  I mean . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  The war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, the war is.  And what do you want us to do in the war? 
 
RALPH:  Well, I think generally, just real quick, you know, the Sunnis are the minority 
there, and all the rest of the Arabs in the world are Sunnis.  And you’ve got your Shiites 
over there.  And if they, if we get out of Iraq, we shouldn’t be there, but we’re there.  If 
we get out, Iran, which is Persians, they’re not either/or.  They’re going to come down 
with those Shiites, and they’re going to attack the Sunnis, and the rest of the Arab world 
is going to defend the Sunnis.  They’re going to have a world war.  We have to stop 
that. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Cookie, what do you want to do in terms of the war? 
 
COOKIE:  We should, don’t even get me started.  We should have never been there, 
like we should have never been at Vietnam. 
 
RALPH:  But we’re there, so . . . 
 
COOKIE:  I know.  And I . . . 
 
MAN:  We are going to finish it. 
 
COOKIE:  It scares me because now they’re talking 2011.  It’s like . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m going to go around very quick on the war.  The war, William, we 
should be? 
 
WILLIAM:  Not involved. 
 
MODERATOR:  Get out? 
 
WILLIAM:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
MARY: Get out honorably. 
 
STEVEN:  I think the successful resolution of the war is the most critical issue of foreign 
policy. 
 
ROBIN:  Wrap it up as quickly as possible and end it. 
 
JASON:  It’s not a war.  It’s an invasion. 
 
MICHELLE:  Oh, boy, where to start?  The only way we can pull out and have some 
kind of stability is for the Iraqi people to be able to stand on their own two feet and 
defend their country. 
 
PETE:  Finish what we started there. 
 
GRETCHEN:  Finish what we started, and then get out. 
 
RALPH:  I have to say one thing.  I cannot believe, I’m a Vietnam vet, and I said to 
myself, we’ll never do this again, and we did it again.  The only thing is, we did it, and 
now we’re in there, but this war is not the consequences of Vietnam.  This war has 
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worldwide consequences.  We have to finish the war.  We can’t just pack up and leave 
helter-skelter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steve? 
 
STEVE:  We have to finish it.  We’ll get in there and finish it.  Give the guys what they 
need to get it done. 
 
BRANDIE:  We have to make Iraq a stable country, or else we’re going to end up 
having to go back there for different reasons. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, yeah, Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  You know, more, I think it ties in with our economy too in the fact that we are 
dependent on foreign oil, whether we like it or not, for the time being.  And that region 
supplies quite a bit of our imports of oil. 
 
COOKIE:  We didn’t get none of their oil.  I thought we get none of Iraq’s oil. 
 
MAN:  Well, I think he’s saying that the whole region . . . 
 
RALPH:  No.  I’m talking about the war.  If the war, you . . . you’re going to have chaos 
in the world.  You’re not going to have any oil flowing.  You won’t have any oil.  The 
economies will be bust. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So in terms of your decision making process, we haven’t talked 
a lot about the war.  Is the war an important part compared to the economy or to taxes 
or to social issues?  I’m just trying to get a sense from people. 
 
RALPH:  With me, it’s economy. 
 
MAN:  Yeah, the economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say it’s the economy to me?  Okay.  I’ve got about four or 
five hands, six, seven, I don’t know.  And how many say, no, it’s the social issues?  And 
here, just so I can be understood, it is the issues that we hear often raised in the 
political arena of abortion, of guns, of religion, of gay rights, those things that relate to 
that.  How many say that’s the issue that’s driving a lot of my vote or my thought?  One, 
two, three, okay.   
 
MAN:  . . . anywhere. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
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COOKIE:  The United States, every state is different on the B issues.  That’s crazy, first 
of all. 
 
MODERATOR:  But you don’t want to call, but, Cookie, you don’t want to call Steven 
crazy. 
 
COOKIE:  Every state is different.  We’re either all or we’re not.  I mean, every state is 
different.  We’re the United States.  Why is every state different on those issues?  We’re 
the United States. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Final thing, and that is, issues like healthcare, how many say 
that’s the issue that’s driving me as much as anything else, healthcare as an issue?  
Yeah, Robin and maybe Mary.  Taxes, we heard a lot about taxes early.  How many say 
taxes are an important part of the equation to me? 
 
MAN:  It’s important . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who do you trust, just for yourself, write it down, who do you 
trust that will do the best for you on taxes, okay.  I’m talking, I’m bringing it right down to 
you personally.  Who will be the best for you on taxes, that is, have your best interest at 
heart?  Just write it down.  It’s either going to be McCain or Obama.  Who do you trust 
on taxes? 
 
MARY:  How about none of the above? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You can write none of the above.  It’s a special dispensation, 
Mary.  It’s my Sunday dispensation.  How many say I trust McCain the most on taxes?  
Okay, here we go.  I got Robin.  I got Jason.  I got Peter.  I got Gretchen, and I got 
Ralph.  Why, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Because McCain, the way that he’s laying his out, and what it looks like 
is that I wouldn’t have as high of taxes with McCain.  I would be saving more money. 
 
MODERATOR:  So why aren’t you voting for McCain? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Because that’s, I mean, the economy needs the money to get back on 
track, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason? 
 
GRETCHEN:  . . . and Barack has . . . 
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JASON:  We’re the most taxed country in the world, I believe, if that’s correct, and I 
don’t think we need any more taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And John McCain will be better for you. 
 
JASON:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why aren’t you voting for John McCain? 
JASON:  You got to take the good with the bad. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many say McCain, that Obama will be best on taxes?  
Okay.  And why aren’t you voting for John McCain, I mean for, oh, John McCain will be 
best, no, Obama.  Why aren’t you voting for Obama, Steven? 
 
STEVEN:  Well, I put down 30% as far as the economics and 40% and 30%.  The 30%, 
C, was for foreign policy, and the social issues, abortion, guns, or religions and gay, 
were for McCain too, so two out of three for McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And anybody else who, okay.  Let me ask you a couple 
of broad questions.  Has anybody gone to a speech of either candidate?  One, okay.  
Whose? 
 
RALPH:  I went to see President Clinton at the . . . High School. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Has anybody heard directly from the campaigns, where 
they’ve phoned you directly, and if so, which campaign?  How many have heard directly 
from the campaigns, that is, either a phone call, something that is a direct . . . 
 
MICHELLE:  E-mail? 
 
MODERATOR:  What, it could be an e-mail, okay.  Who did you hear from? 
 
WILLIAM:  Democratic National. 
 
MICHELLE:  Democratic National and Obama.   
 
PETE:  Obama. 
 
GRETCHEN:  Both of them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jason, did you hear from either? 
 
JASON:  No.  I was just nodding my head. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Nobody else has heard.  How many have watched a lot of ads?  
Okay, everybody. 
 
PETE:  I don’t like commercials. 
 
MODERATOR:  And we know the ads have no effect, right?   
MAN:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  No effect. 
 
MAN:  None whatsoever. 
 
MAN:  They make me disinterested. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
STEVEN:  There was one commercial that had an effect on me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Who’s going to admit to me, I’ve had a commercial that’s 
had an effect on me?  I always, I respect you if you’re willing to admit that.  Okay.  I got 
one, two, three, okay.  Go for it, Steven. 
 
STEVEN:  All right.  It was the one on abortion and stem cell research that Obama put 
out there and how he was depicting McCain as a radical on those two issues.  And what 
it did is I kind of agreed with McCain on those issues, so it galvanized me towards 
McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Jason, what had an effect on you? 
 
JASON:  All of the commercials have an effect and an impact because they just, they’re 
mudslinging, and I don’t watch them.  I mean, they make me disinterested. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Brandie? 
 
BRANDIE:  I never heard about Ayers, and I have to admit I’m not very versed in that 
poll component.  However, I did hear the radio commercial, and it was from Obama, 
depicting that he was six when that, during that time period.  And I thought, you can dig 
up in people’s past far enough, and you’ll find something.  It’s just how that is honestly 
related.  And so I thought, you know, if he’s six . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Anybody else?  What’s the one promise you expect 
John McCain to keep?  He’s elected President of the United States.  Here’s the one 
promise I expect him to keep. 
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BRANDIE:  If he’s elected, that he would cross party lines and be receptive to 
Democrat . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  That’s Brandie.  Pete? 
PETE:  That he would finish what we started in Iraq and leave there as victors, leave 
that country . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here’s what I expect from Obama, the one, I mean from 
McCain, the one promise I expect him to keep? 
 
COOKIE:  Getting out of Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else? 
 
STEVE:  Same, getting out of Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Getting out meaning . . . 
 
STEVE:  Respectfully. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . at the time appropriate, okay. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
STEVE:  Appropriate time, not . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Yes, Steven. 
 
STEVEN:  Cutting government corruption and excess spending and like loopholes and 
fork holes and all that other stuff. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  And anybody else?  What’s the one promise you expect 
Barack Obama to keep if he is elected? 
 
PETE:  Give us our tax break, middle class. 
 
WOMAN:  Tax break for the middle class. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, tax break for the middle class.  What do you expect from Barack 
Obama? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Change to happen and see the economy get back on its feet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, see the economy get back on its feet.  What else? 
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STEVEN:  Find a solution for healthcare and make healthcare accessible for everyone. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Come back a year from now.  Barack Obama has been 
President of the United States, not for quite a year, but we’ll say a year.  What would 
most disappoint you, where you’d say, boy, I’m disappointed that Barack Obama got to 
be President?  What would most disappoint you? 
 
MARY:  Raise taxes, and the economy is still in the same mess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Raise taxes, and the economy is in a mess. 
 
RALPH:  Yeah.  I think if he gave into the rest of the Democrats and not to go for 
change. 
 
MODERATOR:  That’s Ralph, good.  What else, Gretchen? 
 
GRETCHEN:  Agree, if we were just, if we were in the same position that we’re in today, 
and there is no, nothing changed, it would be very disappointing. 
 
STEVE:  If that change didn’t come.  Whenever he said there’s change coming, the 
change didn’t come. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
BRANDIE:  I don’t think within a year though it’s practical to say that . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Well, see things headed in that direction . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  . . . optimistic. 
 
BRANDIE:  . . . others choose who was leading him, and he chose poorly in his 
Cabinet.  And therefore, there would be chaos in D.C. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think he’ll be strong?  Will he be a strong leader?  Michelle is 
nodding her head yes. 
 
MICHELLE:  I think he will be a strong leader.  He’s got . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, you don’t have to always agree with him, but you can say, I 
mean, for example, you look and in New York City, some people would say, I hated 
Rudy Giuliani, but he was a strong leader.  Other people would say, I loved him, and he 
was a strong leader.  So you don’t always have to agree with somebody.  But the 
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question is do you perceive Barack Obama as being a strong leader?  I’d love to hear 
some voices instead of this sort of quizzical look, okay. 
 
STEVEN:  I think he’s gotten to where he’s at because of his confidence in himself, and 
he knows that he can present himself in a positive manner.  So I see himself as being a 
strong leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s Steven.  Mary? 
 
MARY:  I think he’s very intelligent.  And I think, like Steven said, that he wouldn’t have 
gotten this far.  And I don’t think that the party would have put him up if they thought he 
was going to be, you know, wishy-washy or couldn’t get his point across. 
 
MODERATOR:  But do you see him as a strong, you see him as a strong leader? 
 
MARY:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  William, would you agree? 
 
WILLIAM:  I would agree, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who says, I’m not sure that he’ll be a strong leader?  Cookie, 
you didn’t raise your hand, okay. 
 
COOKIE:  I believe he’s a very intelligent man.  I believe he was at the right place at the 
right time.  I don’t believe he’s a strong leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Ralph? 
 
RALPH:  I still can’t read him.  I really can’t.  I just can’t get past the, like he’s like a 
Stepford wife, and I just can’t get past that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Steve, do you think he’ll be a strong leader? 
 
STEVE:  No, I don’t think so, no, I don’t. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I don’t think so because? 
 
STEVE:  Well, just he doesn’t have the experience.  You know, I don’t think he’ll be that 
leader that we need. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s a different question though.  I mean, a strong leader can 
be, cannot have a lot of experience, but there’s a strong inner core to them.  And they 
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can be a strong leader even if they’re not experienced.  Do you think that he’ll be strong 
enough? 
 
STEVE:  No, I don’t think so. 
 
COOKIE:  And I think that’s why he picked Biden, I really do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Well, we’ve certainly got one vote for Biden . . . decision.  Let 
me go one final quick round of the table, and that is, and I’ll start with William, and we’ll 
go around.  And we’ve talked about a lot of things.  You’ve done a marvelous job.  
Thank you all very much.  You really, I mean, I know it’s tough to go through all of these 
things, but you’ve brought a lot of passion and insights to them, so I thank you.   

And what I’d like to know at this stage of the game is what you really want the 
candidate to know when you go into the voting booth and you make your pick.  In other 
words, what’s, if you could write next to your vote, instead of just an X, here’s the 
message I’m delivering, what message are you delivering? 

 
WILLIAM:  I really hope that you do what you’re promising to do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to take that off the table only . . . high five for, because 
people always will say that.  I always get that around the table.  But in other words, the 
thing that I would like this candidate to know is, if you can get a little more specific.  
Here’s my expectations.  Here’s what I’m really hoping out of all of this.  When you, 
you’re voting for Barack Obama. 
 
WILLIAM:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you want him to know? 
 
WILIAM:  Well, I was pretty torn between the two.  As I said, I’m not extreme left wing.  I 
want him to, you know, I went to his side because I had faith in him.  I’d like him to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And I had faith in him because? 
 
WILLIAM:  Because he seemed to be the, what I wanted to see in government, how I 
want the country to be, in that direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mary, you’ve sort of been undecided through a lot of this.  
Who’s going to get your vote?  What’s your bet? 
 
MARY:  I don’t know yet.  Whoever I do vote for though, I want them to have morals.  I 
want them to be able to represent me in a foreign country and not embarrass me.  I 
want them to represent me and represent the United States and bring the United States 
up to a country that everybody can be proud of that lives here. 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

RESIDENTS OF LAKE COUNTY, OHIO 

CLEVELAND, OHIO, OCTOBER 26, 2008, 1:30 P.M. 

PAGE 67 

 

 
MODERATOR:  And do you think that . . . 


