
ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS WHO BACKED A CANDIDATE WHO DID NOT GET THE NOMINATION 

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
MODERATOR:  What I’d like to do is go around the table, have each of you introduce 
yourselves.  If you give me your name, your first name is fine.  Michelle G. and B., just 
add your initials.  And tell me what you do, and maybe how long you’ve lived here, and 
that would be great.   
 
KIRBY:  Kirby . . . and presently, I’m retired, but I do volunteer work by traveling quite a 
bit.  And I am a lifelong resident of York County. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great, marvelous.  Just first name is fine. 
 
DENNIS:  I’m Dennis B.  I’m a Facilities Coordinator for Human Resources, a mental 
health provider. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And how long have you lived here? 
 
DENNIS:  Off and on, all my life.  I’ve lived in Phoenix.  I’ve lived in the Bahamas.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, but you come back to York? 
 
DENNIS:  My grandchildren brought me back here. 
 
MODERATOR:  That will do it every time. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Michelle B., I’m a Facility Assigner at [omitted].  And I’ve been in York 
since 1997. 
 
TERRI:  Hi, Terri.  I am a mother and Facilities Coordinator for my church, very involved 
in the church.  And I’ve been here all my life. 
 
SHERYL:  I’m Sheryl.  I’m a Pharmaceutical Sales Rep for [omitted].  I have been here 
all my life, which, if I told you that, you’d . . . my age.  I’m the mother of three beautiful 
sons. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So about 35 years? 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, that’s it. 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m William.  I’m retired.  I’ve been in York and Adams County all my life. 
 
TONY:  I’m Tony.  I’ve been here all my life, except for the six years I was in the 
military.  I’m a student and work in my parents’ restaurant. 
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MODERATOR:  Great.  And tell me, when did you serve in the military and where? 
 
TONY:  From 2000 to 2003, I was in Florida . . . and then 2003 to 2006, I was in Aviano, 
Italy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Got it, yeah. 
 
TONY:  And then, I did a tour in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you did one tour and . . . 
 
TONY:  Well, two tours.  One in Afghanistan, one in Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, great.  Thank you, and thank you for your service. 
 
TONY:  Thank you. 
 
CHARLES:  Charles, and I’m born and raised in Washington, D.C.  Moved here in ’99, 
and been here ever since, and love it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what do you do? 
 
CHARLES:  I’m an Apprentice Mortician.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Hopefully, we will not need your services.  Okay, good.   
 
WOMAN:  Well, I’m not cleaning up that room. 
 
WOMAN:  That was good. 
 

SUSAN:  I’m the Library Director at York College, and I’m a 23-year transplant to 
southern Pennsylvania. 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I’m Michelle G.  I’ve been in York County all my life.  And I work at 
[omitted] Hospice as an Administrative Assistant. 
 
JANELL:  I’m Janell, and I have been in York County since June of ’99.  And I am 
currently a homemaker, make my home with my four-year-old daughter and my 
husband.  And prior to that, I taught senior high English and journalism. 
 
KIM:  My name is Kim, and I’m a lifelong resident of York.  And I work in the healthcare 
field in kidney dialysis. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Okay, it’s a good group. 
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DENNIS:  Did you want any other service people? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, did you serve also? 
 
DENNIS:  ’63 to ’65, I was with the 6th Special Forces, Green Berets.   
 
MODERATOR:  In Vietnam?  Great, good.  That’s marvelous.  Thank you for your 
service.  Let me, yeah, go ahead.  What . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  1960 to 1963, Army Air Defense Command. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Here or stateside? 
 
MAN:  Yeah.  Basically in Pittsburgh, but I was in during the Cuban Missile Crisis.   
 
MODERATOR:  Got it.  Okay, good.   
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And thank you for your service too.  Okay, let’s start off.  I’m going to 
have you use your notepads right from the beginning.  And that is, think about America 
today.  On a scale that goes from plus ten, which would be the conditions are absolutely 
the best ever, to minus ten, which means, they’re as bad as they can be, with zero in 
the middle, sort of neutral, choose your number.   
 So it could be anything from plus ten down to plus one or zero, and minus one up 
to minus ten.  Based on how you see things going in America today, just write your 
number down, okay?  Just very quickly, okay?  Here we go.  Michelle B., what number? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Plus two. 
 
MODERATOR:  Plus two?  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Minus one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  Zero. 
 

DENNIS:  Plus four. 
 
KIRBY:  Minus three. 
 
KIM:  Minus six. 
 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS  

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 4 
 

JANELL:  Plus four. 
 
MICHELLE G:  Minus seven. 
 
SUSAN:  Plus two. 
 
CHARLES:  Minus five. 
 
TONY:  Plus five. 
 
WILLIAM:  Plus five. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tell me what you’re saying.  What are you saying about 
America?  What are you trying to tell me, Janell? 
 
JANELL:  Well, I think that certainly, in my own lifetime, I haven’t experienced a lot of 
what I’ve heard stories about, the Depression and that sort of thing.  So I definitely feel 
that we are better off there.  I think there are a lot of Americans who are doing extremely 
well, right now, regardless of why.  I do feel that there are a lot of hardworking families, 
however, who are slowly losing that plus ten status that, I think, most foreigners would 
think that, you know, Americans have.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Tell me what you’re thinking, Kirby.  Your number was . . . 
 
KIRBY:  Three, minus three.   
 
MODERATOR:  Minus three? 
 
KIRBY:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
KIRBY:  Obviously, at the present time, we’ve got all kinds of issues that are driven by 
oil/gasoline. 
 
MODERATOR:  Right. 
 
KIRBY:  But I think in the last ten years, individually, people have only kept up with 
inflation and have not bettered themselves, as some other countries have bettered 
themselves. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Tony? 
 
TONY:  Considering the other countries, I think we are pretty well off, I think. 
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MODERATOR:  Good.  Susan, tell me where you’re at? 
 
SUSAN:  I was a plus two.  And while I think we have a lot of challenges with 
healthcare, and the economy, the war in Iraq, and so forth, I still feel that we’re 
substantially better off than a lot of previous generations, as Janell said.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim? 
 
KIM:  I had minus six.  A lot of mine is that this has to do with the economy and with 
healthcare.  With working in the healthcare field, I just have patients that I’d say, my 
youngest patient, right now, is 16, up until, my oldest one is in their 90’s.  The older 
ones, especially, have sometimes trouble with affording their medications. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
KIM:  And some of them can’t afford them at all.  The doctors have to give them actual 
samples.  And it’s like, I have gone to the pharmacy and I have been behind elderly 
people, elderly couples that have had to choose between whether they get their 
medications or whether they put food on the table.  And I just think that a lot of it has to 
do with the economy, but I think then it should be more and stuff for the elderly and the 
senior citizen population. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  William, tell me what you’re thinking. 
 
WILLIAM:  Well, in my mind, I had a plus five.  And the reason I feel that way is, I think 
it’s the individual families that are the ones that are making it the plus five.  It’s not our 
government, it’s not our politicians, and it’s not the people who are out there saying 
they’re going to make it better for us.   
 We’re doing the best we can to make it as good as we can for ourselves and our 
families.  Some of us have better capabilities to do it than others, depending on different 
reasons.  And why, I don’t know.  I can’t answer that.  And that depends on the situation 
and the circumstances.  But I think it’s still the strength of the American family that is the 
core of the country that I can say it’s a plus five, not for my government or the 
politicians. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Terri, what are you thinking? 
 
TERRI:  I’ve got minus one, basically because I don’t think that we’ve learned through 
all our past experiences.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And we have failed to learn, what? 
 
TERRI:  Things that work, things that don’t work.  How to manage things, money, gas, 
oil, healthcare. 
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MODERATOR:  Yep.  Give me a word or phrase to describe your feelings about the 
Bush Administration, a word or phrase.  Charles, word or phrase? 
 
CHARLES:  I’d say unknowing, not going anywhere, stagnant. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tony, word or phrase to describe the Bush Administration. 
 
TONY:  I’m supportive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Persecuted. 
 
MODERATOR:  Persecuted?  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  Right now, I’m just not impacted, because people have given up, I think, on 
them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Enlightened. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Deceived. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Deceived. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deceived?  Dennis, word or phrase? 
 
DENNIS:  Inexperienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Inexperienced?  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  The worst administration. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kimberly? 
 
KIM:  Uncertain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell? 
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JANELL:  Misunderstood. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  Disgusted. 
 
MODERATOR:  Disgusted?  Susan?     
 

SUSAN:  Horrific. 
 
MODERATOR:  Horrific?  Okay.  What’s the thing that you either admire most or most 
disturbs you about the Administration, depending where you’re coming from or 
whichever way you want to go.  Start me off, Terri.  Tell me what . . . 
 
TERRI:  Courage. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
TERRI:  President Bush is courage. 
 
MODERATOR:  President Bush is courage?  Charles, what do you want to tell me? 
 
CHARLES:  I’d say that, my own opinion, I feel that Bush has deceived us and the 
country for all it’s worth and taken many lives for basically no reason. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kirby, what are you thinking? 
 
KIRBY:  Lying. 
 
MODERATOR:  Lying? 
 
KIRBY:  Deceit. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, where are you? 
 
DENNIS:  There again, deceiving. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, deceiving on what? 
 
DENNIS:  He’s an oilman.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
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DENNIS:  And under the powers that we have in this country, we’re so dependent on 
oil.  He’s an oilman.  He doesn’t care about the little man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep?  Okay, good.  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I guess maybe just very stubborn.  Like sometimes, I felt like, you know, he 
said, okay, we’re going into a war.  And things obviously needed to change and he said, 
no.  He said, we’re going to war, we’re going to war.  We’re going to do this, until, you 
know, something else happens.  So I think the inflexibility sometimes can be frustrating. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  William, persecuted was your word? 
 
WILLIAM:  Yeah.  I think it’s a situation where he has made a lot of mistakes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
WILLIAM:  And maybe that’s because he hasn’t been in, well, he was a governor 
before, but he’s never been in the Washington scene before.  His father was.  But I think 
it’s a situation where the man makes a decision, he’s got the guts to make the decision, 
based on the information that is given to him or that he extrapolates from whatever the 
source is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
WILLIAM:  And he makes his decision and he sticks with his decision.  And then, you 
have the naysayers that try to find what’s wrong, rather than pull our country together.  
When you start doing that, you tear a country apart.  The President is the President.  It 
don’t matter who he is.  He deserves the respect. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And, Tony, just give me a quick thumbnail sketch what 
you’re thinking. 
 
TONY:  Well, I think us Americans are starting to forget why we are at war, you know, 
with the terrorism and everything like that.  And we have these freedoms because, you 
know, we’re over there fighting this.  And we need to be over there to rebuild the 
country.  We’re not just going to go in there, and blow everything up, and let it there.  
We have to rebuild the country.  Because we made that mistake, back with Afghanistan.  
Maybe that’s why it all arose again, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Susan, what are you thinking?  The Bush Administration? 
 
SUSAN:  I’m thinking that, in all of this, the fearmongering that led to the deception and 
the manipulation is really very overwhelming to me.   
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MODERATOR:  And the fearmongering, meaning . . . 
 
SUSAN:  Well, I think the Republican Administration has used fear to manipulate us all 
in some ways that are very obvious, like the weapons of mass destruction debacle, and 
other ways as well.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I guess the biggest things with the gas prices and stuff.  It just seems 
like there is something that they should be able to do with that.  And I know he is an 
oilman.  And you wonder, is his wallet getting fatter at our expense? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else want to just, okay.  Let me switch gears, if I can, 
for a second.  And that is, I want you to talk about your personal lives and where you’re 
coming from.  You know, I mean, because, an awful lot, we talk about what’s affecting 
politics, and the national scene, and everything else.  But you’re living your lives, day in 
and day out, and the challenges you face.  And I’m sort of interested in, besides the 
citizenship reason, why is the 2008 election important to you?  In other words, what 
difference do you think it’s going to make in your life, Sheryl?  I mean . . . 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, I hope it makes a difference, not just for me, but for my children too.  
Because I have two sons in college, I have one who is going to be a senior in high 
school.  And I think that, you know, I can plod along and make it on my own, but I really 
don’t see it for them.   
 I mean, with colleges costing $50,000 a year and, you know, all of the expenses 
that go along with that, I just don't see them being as successful, even as I was.  And 
I’m not even as successful as my father was, you know.  My mom didn’t work.  I’m a 
single mom, and I’m taking care of three kids.  And I just, you know, I just want to make 
it better for them too.  So I’m thinking we do need change.  I’m not sure that either one 
of the candidates are going to bring the changes that we need, but we certainly need 
change to make it better for them, I think.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim, on an individual basis, what’s the importance of 2008?  
What does it mean to you, in terms of the vote?  What do you hope? 
 
KIM:  You know, I hope it’s eventually down the road that we can get the country back 
to where it used to be.  I mean, like the gas prices and all that comes down.  I’m sorry.  
It just seems like . . . for the next couple of years and stuff.  And especially now and 
stuff, that President Bush does not care anymore.  And so, he knows he made 
mistakes, and he’s leaving everything now for the next person to clean up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Personal terms, Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I think I’m on board with Sheryl. 
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MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
JANELL:  I think, right now, my husband and I live a very comfortable life, and it doesn’t 
really affect us if gas is $4 a gallon or $3 a gallon or, you know, whatever.  But I see a 
lot of other families who are deeply affected by the economy.  And it’s difficult for me to 
know good, honest, hardworking, intelligent, college-educated people who are losing 
their jobs and unable to afford the basic necessities for their children.  And so, that 
concerns me.   
 Again, not right now, but as I think about my daughter who is four, like what is 
college going to cost for her?  Like we’re comfortable, right now, but I don’t want to be 
eating hotdogs and beans just to send her to college, you know.  So there’s a lot of 
other issues, I think, when I look long term, instead of the day to day.  And so, I think, 
for me, the next President needs to make some pretty big strides in the right direction to 
get the country on the right track. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah?  Michelle B., what is the election about to you, personally?  
What difference it would make in your life or what do you hope the difference will be? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Personally, I don’t think it’s going to make really any difference, 
because it’s not going to change in these four years.  But I just know something needs 
to be done.  I’ve been dealing, you know, with myself and my two kids since ’99, raising 
them on my own, and not getting any help.   
 Even though I go to work, you know, full time, try to take care of the house, pay 
the mortgage, I have no money.  I live paycheck to paycheck, but I still can’t even get a 
reduced lunch for my kids at school.  I think it’s a bit ridiculous when there are people 
out there that don’t work and they’re getting welfare and food stamps, and what do I 
get?  Nothing.  So I have no money to do anything with my kids, so we take advantage 
of the free parks.  And how fun is that for them?   
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, personal terms?  What is the election about? 
 
DENNIS:  Trying to get this country back on track.  That’s what I’d like to see this 
election about.   
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with that, trying to get the country back on track?  
Almost everybody around the table.  Where is it off track? 
 
KIM:  The economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Where is it off rack? 
 
JANELL:  The economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Where is it off track? 
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MICHELLE G:  The economy.  Absolutely, the economy. 
 
CHARLES:  Economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody got something, besides the economy? 
 
KIRBY:  Yeah, I would say reputation. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, the reputation of . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Exactly. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
KIRBY:  The United States. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . the United States?  How many say that’s a problem?   
 
KIM:  Yeah, that’s good. 
 
MODERATOR:  I see all the hands up. 
 
DENNIS:  He’s torn that down, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s torn that down, meaning . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Bush.  Other countries no longer like us. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many people believe that other countries no longer like us?  Why 
do you believe that, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Well, first of all, Bush has taken us into countries with weapons of mass 
destruction which are not there.  We’ve gone in and taken over a country, which most all 
of us believe it was taken over because of 9/11, and that’s why we went in.   
 
DENNIS:  What his dad couldn’t finish. 
 
CHARLES:  Because his father couldn’t finish it. 
 
MODERATOR:  William, other countries don’t like us.  Why do you believe that? 
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WILLIAM:  Well, I think it started long before Bush and long before . . . 
 

MODERATOR:  Iraq? 
 
WILLIAM:  . . . Afghanistan.  I think it started back as far as Vietnam.  And I think it’s 
been a situation ever since then.  We went into World War II, and we did a good job for 
the world.  We rebuilt and rebuilt.  We went into Vietnam.  We didn’t rebuild there.  Now 
we’re in Iraq, so we need to rebuild there.  And I think it’s a situation where we need to 
get our credibility back. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Terri, just quickly, you don’t think that we’re respected 
around the world?  Have we lost our respect? 
 
TERRI:  I don’t feel that that is to blame on President Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m not trying to blame it, but the . . . 
 
TERRI:  Right.  I believe that because people think that the United States or coming to 
America is the ultimate goal, and then they come here and they see what they can get 
away with, how can you respect that? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sheryl, let me just get your quick take on this. 
 
SHERYL:  On that?  My parents are immigrants that came here from Ireland. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many parents are immigrants?  Parents are immigrants? 
 
MAN:  Blue eyes. 
 
MODERATOR:  One, two, three . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . four.  No, no, no, parents.  I didn’t say great-grandparents or great-
great-grandparents.  Okay, four immigrant parents.  Yeah, and they came from . . . 
 
SHERYL:  They came from Ireland, and they came here after World War II.  They lived 
in Ireland during World War II, in Northern Ireland.  They were bombed, and they 
wanted out, and they came here.  And my dad was college educated.  He did really well 
for himself, and they worked really hard all their lives.  But I know, in Ireland, that people 
don’t like Americans as much as they used to.   
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
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SHERYL:  I think it’s because of all of the involvement that we have as the strong arm 
across the globe, that we have to go in and be the enforcer and that they don’t . . . 
 

WOMAN:  They . . . 
 
SHERYL:  . . . see us contributing that much. 
 
MODERATOR:  I want to do two other things very quickly.  This is great.  You’re doing 
a great job.  Here is my question, the first one is, you live here in York, Pennsylvania.  
What don’t politicians understand about the lives that you live?  I mean, we have two big 
presidential campaigns, and you have all kinds of things.  What don’t they understand 
that you say, boy, I just wish they could understand?  What do you wish they could 
understand, Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I wish they could understand what it would be like to live paycheck to 
paycheck.  I don’t think most of them ever had to endure the situation of, you know, 
somebody gets ill, and they lose their house because they had cancer and had to be off 
work for six months.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  What do you wish they would understand?   
 
KIRBY:  You said politicians.  Do you mean all politicians or do you mean the two 
candidates? 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, no.  I don’t want to just circle in on the two candidates.  But, in 
general, just . . . 
 
KIRBY:  In general?  Just, in general? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, where you say . . . 
 
KIRBY:  I think they live in a world that we don’t understand, because they have a lot of 
things provided to them and for them.  And they don’t remember where they came from. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Just very quickly.  Yep, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Basically, you know, they don’t have to pay for their gas or oil to get to and 
from.  We pay it.  They don’t have to live, like everybody has said, paycheck to 
paycheck.  They don’t have to go in and apply for food stamps for medical assistance 
because they make too much money, but it’s not enough money to buy it on your own.  
So if you can’t buy it on your own and you make too much, then you’re one of those 
people who fall in that crack that gets no medical coverage whatsoever.  And it comes 
into the elderly, like that. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  One other question I want to ask.  One of the things I see, 
both in the polls that I do and in people that I talk about, they say, this election is about 
change.  How many would agree with this statement, this election is about change?  
Hands up.  We’ve got, what, about six or seven? 
 
WOMAN:  They’re making it about change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, they say, you know, I want to . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah, they’re making it about change.  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, I want things to change.  I’m unhappy.  It may not mean, you 
know, one change, everybody has a different form of change.  But how many say it’s 
about change?  Just see the hands up here.  Okay, I probably have about five, six, 
seven hands.  The one thing I’d like to ask is, where is change too much?  Where will 
you say, boy, we’ve just gone overboard in change, the change you fear.  Anybody?  
What’s the change that you fear, where you say, yeah, I want to it.  We’ve got to 
change, but here’s the change I fear. 
 
TERRI:  Taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, the taxes will . . . 
 
TERRI:  Go up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s a change I fear. 
 
MICHELLE G:  I fear Social Security not being around. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Change I fear? 
 
MAN:  Yeah, same thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, okay. 
 
DENNIS:  Medication.  You know, the cost of medication.  That has skyrocketed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Any other change that . . . 
 
TONY:  Certain health insurance. 
 
SUSAN:  How we’ll address the deficit, which is, what . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I just . . . 
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SUSAN:  . . . twice what the surplus was, eight years ago? 
 

MAN:  Exactly. 
 
TONY:  Are they going to be able to take care of the vets?   
 
JANELL:  I just, I’m worried that the change is going to sacrifice some of the founding 
principles that this nation is based on and built on.  Sometimes, again, that goes back to 
the politicians, forgetting where America came from. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, I’m going to do two quick things, just a quick, I’m going to give 
you the idea.  Here is the segue, here is where I’m moving to.  Just so you’d say, what’s 
he doing?  I’ve got different areas that I want to cover.  One of the things I would love to 
know is, how many say, there has just been too much media coverage of the 2008 
election?  How many?  Okay, let’s see.  Okay, I’ve got one, two, three, okay, almost 
everybody.  And you went two hands up.  Why, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Well, I have been focusing in on the election in my classes since August.  And 
the overkill or the analysis of every single word uttered by the major candidates, at the 
expense of the minor candidates, it’s just been overwhelming. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Yeah? 
 
CHARLES:  The fact that I think there’s been a lot of bias within the media.  If you turn 
on any TV, you see Obama, Obama, Obama.  Have we ever heard two words from 
John McCain?  And we sure didn’t hear that much about Hillary Clinton.  But it was all 
based on Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with that, all based on Obama?  We’ve got two, four, 
five people.  Too much Obama, okay.   
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, I like Michelle’s mouth going mwah(?).  What are you thinking, 
Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE:  I just didn’t care for how it was, you know, possibly the first black 
American President or the first woman President.  How about just Hillary Clinton . . . 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 
MICHELLE:  . . . or Barack Obama?  I don’t care what their color is, what their, you 
know, male or female, it doesn’t matter.  It’s what they stood for. 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS  

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 16 
 

 
KIRBY:  But when you have 24/7 talking heads, there’s not that much to talk about.  So 
they have to pick out words or the gender of someone, the color, whatever. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah? 
 
JANELL:  Can I say, I know that there has been a lot of media coverage.  And I didn’t 
raise my hand, saying that I thought there was too much, because I still kind of feel like, 
yeah, that we’ve had all this coverage, but I still don’t know very much about either 
platform, like what John McCain is actually going to do, if he becomes President.   
 I mean, I’ve heard a lot of mudslinging about like why he shouldn’t be President 
or, you know, but I haven’t actually heard him come out and say, if I am President, this 
is my goal.  And the same thing for Barack Obama, I just know, vote for change.  I don’t 
know what change, but I know that that is his slogan, because that’s what I’ve seen.  So 
I didn’t raise my hand that, I know there has been a lot of media coverage, but I’m still 
like, I’m waiting for the meat of it. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say, I’m waiting for the meat? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, a lot of . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I would agree with that. 
 
WOMAN:  Yes, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, let me ask one other thing.  Write down any two or three events, 
stories, which you say, they have had an impact on me, in terms of how I’m thinking 
about this election.  Anything that has happened, where you say, this story, I remember 
it, or this element or this event, it had an impact on my thinking about the presidential 
race.  Just write it down on your notepad. 
 
TERRI:  I’m sorry, it did or it didn’t? 
 
MODERATOR:  Did. 
 
TERRI:  It did have an impact? 
 
MODERATOR:  Had an impact on you, okay, on how you’re thinking about a candidate 
or thinking about the election.  Okay, and we’ll start.  Let me start with Tony.  Tell me 
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something you put down.  And if others of you put the same thing down, let’s just raise 
our hands, so we don’t have to cover that again. 
 
TONY:  McCain has said he’s going to try and, well, he wants to dig oil offshore. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, offshore oil drilling by McCain.  Anybody else say that had an 
effect on me and I thought about it?  Okay, so about four people know that.  Okay, give 
me something, William, that has had an effect. 
 
WILLIAM:  The press jumped on the fact that McCain said that we’d be in Iraq for 100 
years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, being in Iraq for 100 years, a McCain statement.  Anybody say 
that affected me?  It’s something that I wrote down?  Okay, we’ve got three people.  
Okay, Kirby, give me something you wrote down. 
 
KIRBY:  This wasn’t, I would say, significant, maybe, but only from the standpoint of 
how they conducted themselves in the debates.  I thought when they were slammed, 
personally, some of them did not go down to the bottom of the barrel.  They . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, I want to go . . . 
 
KIRBY:  . . . maintained the high road. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis, what do you have that is . . . 
 
DENNIS:  I didn’t like the fact that Obama’s wife made a statement that she’s finally 
proud to be an American. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, how many put down Obama’s wife and proud to be an 
American?  Let me just see, Kim, Charles, Tony, William, and Dennis.  Okay, anybody 
else have something?   
 
CHARLES:  I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, what do you have? 
 
CHARLES:  The press and all the media saying that gas prices will hit $4 a gallon by 
summer and we’re, right now, over that, in many respects. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  Anything else, campaign-related? 
 
SUSAN:  I was tired of the endless talk about the way the Democratic primary is 
structured.   
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MODERATOR:  Okay, the structuring of the Democratic primary.  Anybody else say 
that had an effect upon, okay.  Anybody else have something?  Yeah, Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  The coverage of Reverend Wright, Obama’s minister, and the way . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Reverend Wright?  How many wrote down Reverend Wright on their 
pad?  Okay, I’ve got one, two, three, that’s it.  Okay, nobody else wrote it down?  Okay.  
Anything else?  Yep? 
 
KIM:  I would say the favoritism from the media over one candidate over another.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that candidate being . . . 
 
KIM:  Well, my oldest niece attends college at Messiah.  And they recently hosted the 
Compassion Forum, which she was a part of.  She was in the press box.  And they were 
supposed to be asking both candidates the same questions, and they did not and stuff.  
They attacked Hillary more than what they did Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  Favoritism of one candidate over another?  Anybody?  
Okay.  Okay, I’m going to move on quickly.  Oh, by the way, well, I’ll do something else.  
Let me just go to one other question.  I’ll ask you to tell me, high, medium, or low, how 
satisfied are you with the candidates running for President?  Okay, your choice is, I’m 
highly satisfied, I’m medium satisfied, I’m low satisfaction with them.   
 How many say high satisfaction with the candidates running for President?  
Hands up, please.  How many say medium?  I’ll go the other way.  How many say low 
satisfaction with the candidates running for President?  Kim, Janell, Charles, William, 
Sheryl, Terri, Dennis.  What? 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t think any of them have the foreign diplomatic experience, you know, to 
win back the other countries that we have lost, like England, and Germany, and some of 
these other, Australia.  We need to get that back.  We need allies. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  I haven’t heard much about Obama the past three years.  You know, where 
was he then?  Where did he come from?  Who is he?  I think Hillary was doing a lot of 
campaigning that she was going to change things her husband implemented.  I think 
McCain is, what, two or three years until retirement? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sheryl? 
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SHERYL:  Yeah, I think McCain is like the last Republican standing, and I hate to see 
that, you know.  I think there was a lot of good Republican candidates that got knocked 
out for . . . 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 
SHERYL:  And a lot of it had to do with media coverage, I think . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah . . . 
 
SHERYL:  . . . of, this guy said this, this wasn’t that, and Mitt Romney was, you know, 
his religion kept him out, and that kind of thing, I really think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Low satisfaction, who else raised their hand?  Why, William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Obama says he’s got a plan, but I haven’t seen any plans on anything.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And when you say low satisfaction, are you low satisfaction with 
both sides or one side?  I . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m more unsatisfied with Obama than McCain.  Because McCain has a 
record that I can argue for or against with his time in the Senate and his positions that 
he has taken, where Obama is unknown.  But he’s got all these plans, but nobody has 
seen the plans. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, low satisfaction with the candidates? 
 
MAN:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who?  Yeah, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Basically, Obama has been in the Capitol for four months, before he ran for 
President.  How can a man run for President that doesn’t even know the intricacies of 
government long enough to be considered part of any major decision within Congress? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Who else?  Low satisfaction, Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I fear that Obama doesn’t have enough experience behind him to elect him 
as President of the country.  And I really feel that John McCain, if he’s elected, he 
probably is, I fear that he has a lot of favors to repay, before he can get down to what 
actually needs to be done. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Now what I want to know, I’m going to switch the subject.  
This is not quite for everybody in the room, but I want you to raise your hand if you 
voted for Hillary Clinton in the primary.  We’ll just go that direction, okay?  Hands up if 
you favored Hillary Clinton in the primary, as Charles did, as Susan did, as Michelle did, 
as Kim did, Kirby, and Dennis, and Michelle B.  And, Terri, you didn’t vote in the 
primary, but would you have voted for Hillary Clinton?  Were you in favor of her or not?  
If you’re not . . . 
 
TERRI:  Given the choice between the two candidates? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
TERRI:  Yes, I would have voted for her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And just, so I’m really going to aim my conversation mainly at 
the seven of you, not meaning to leave everybody else out, but you were Hillary 
supporters.  This has been a big story, you know, what will it mean?   
 And when you voted for Hillary Clinton in the primary, was it because you were 
100% for Hillary, didn’t make any difference who she was running against?  Mainly for 
Hillary, but sort of against her opponent?  Sort of half-and-half, half for her, half against 
her opponent?  Or mainly sort of against her opponent and a little bit for Hillary?  How 
about most of you?  You know . . . 
 
KIM:  I was all for Hillary. 
 
JANELL:  I, well . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You weren’t? 
 
JANELL:  . . . I would have voted 100% for Hillary, but I’m registered Republican, so I 
couldn’t. 
 
MICHELLE G:  I was 100% Hillary. 
 
SUSAN:  I was about 95%. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  I was 100%. 
 
DENNIS:  One hundred percent. 
 
MICHELLE B:  Half-and-half. 
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MODERATOR:  Half-and-half?  Okay.  And, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  One hundred percent. 
 
MODERATOR:  For Hillary? 
 
CHARLES:  For Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So most all of you were, it was a positive vote for Hillary . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . that you like Hillary.  What was, thinking Hillary Clinton, what was it 
about her, Michelle G.?  Why did you want her? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  Well, I felt that she was very personable.  I thought she was a down-to-
earth person, could relate very well to the American people.  I thought she was a great 
First Lady.  I think she learned a lot when she was the First Lady, and I just think she 
could have brought a lot to us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Kim? 
 
KIM:  She had the experience. 
 
DENNIS:  Exactly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  And, Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  She had the goods and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What are the goods? 
 
KIRBY:  Well, she had experience, knows her way around, those kinds of things.  
Coming from the Senate, I think it’s time we elect a Senator this year, rather than 
governors who have failed . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Right. 
 
KIRBY:  . . . for various reasons.  But the other thing is, I think it’s time for a woman 
president, a woman to lead the country. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree, time for a woman to lead the country?  A lot of votes 
there.  Dennis, you were for Hillary Clinton.  Why? 
 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS  

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 22 
 

DENNIS:  I liked her experience from when her husband was in office.  Even when he 
was the Governor of Arkansas, he did a lot of good things down there . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
DENNIS:  . . . in that backward country, not country, but state. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay. 
 

DENNIS:  It means you earn your welfare.  If you abused it, you lost it.  I’m a firm 
believer in that.   
 
MAN:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
DENNIS:  So I’d give anybody anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And what else made you in favor of Hillary Clinton? 
 
DENNIS:  The healthcare program. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B., you were a Hillary Clinton voter.  Why? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Like the other Michelle said, she’s just personable.  I mean, she shows 
her emotions.  I know they bashed her . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  . . . on crying, but so sorry.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  It’s just her emotions, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why do you think she lost?  Why did she lose, Susan? 
 
MAN:  Money . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Again, the people who are the Clinton people, yeah? 
 
SUSAN:  I think she probably lost, it was a very close election. 
 
MAN:  Right. 
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SUSAN:  And I think she probably didn’t have the best advisors on board.  I think that, 
certainly, the media played a huge role in the endless speculation about why she 
wouldn’t drop out, so that she was sort of always having to answer those kinds of 
charges, rather than talking about her issues.  She is so smart, and she had such an 
incredible grasp of the issues.  And we didn’t get to hear a whole lot about that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Yeah, I think the momentum that the media built around the primaries, I mean, 
there were caucus states where Obama did well.  But the voting states, you know, she 
did well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B., why did she lose? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I don't know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim? 
 
KIM:  I would say media coverage. 
 
MAN:  Media. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let me turn.  One of the major questions that I have 
heard, seen, everything, is, what are the Hillary Clinton voters going to do?  That’s one 
of the things I’m terribly interested in covering tonight.  And what I’d like to do is sort of 
to understand.  This Friday, Hillary Clinton is going to be campaigning with Barack 
Obama in, I think it’s called Unity, New Hampshire.  What are you going to look for?  
What effect does this have?  Do you care that Hillary Clinton is coming out for Barack 
Obama?  What does it all mean?  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  I’m a Democrat . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
KIRBY:  . . . so I would like to see the face of unity put on the party.  But I think, more 
importantly, right now, because of the way I feel about this Administration, we’ve got to 
put a Democrat in the White House.  And I don’t have a problem with Barack Obama 
either. 
 
MODERATOR:  You just liked Hillary Clinton, and she didn’t win, and you want the 
Democrats in? 
 
KIRBY:  Yeah. 
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MODERATOR:  Good explanation.  Michelle G., tell me what you’re thinking.  I mean, 
your candidate, Hillary Clinton, lost.  How much are you looking towards her to find out 
where you’re going to go or . . . 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I agree with what Kirby said.  I’m really, I’m hoping that she runs with 
him.  That’s my dream is, I hope.  You know, I’d feel a lot better . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 

MICHELLE G.:  . . . if she’s right there with him.  And I’m a firm Democrat also, so I 
would vote for him, Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susan, tell me what you’re looking at.  Does it make any 
difference what happens?  Hillary Clinton didn’t win.  Are you just ready to switch over? 
 
SUSAN:  Absolutely never.  No, I would vote for Barack Obama.  I’m very interested to 
see who he selects as a running mate and how that will change the dynamic.  It came 
out today that Bill Clinton is now stating support for Obama.  I think that will be 
important.  But Hillary is, as I said, she’s very smart.  She is going to do everything to 
see that Barack Obama wins and encourage all of her supporters to go that way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim, where is your head at?  You lost Hillary Clinton.  What are 
you thinking now? 
 
KIM:  Right now, honestly? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
KIM:  I’m very undecided.  And so, it’s like Janell said earlier, until I see what is up, what 
he has on the table and stuff, right now, I have no . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And so, what role does Hillary Clinton play in how you will 
decide your vote?  Is that separate and apart, or is that part of your equation? 
 
KIM:  I would say it would be part of it.  And so, I mean, if she’s supporting him, you 
know, that makes me want to lean towards them, you know, towards Obama.  But like I 
said, you know, until I see what he wants to change, and how he’s going to change it, 
and stuff, I am totally undecided. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Dennis, tell me.  You were a Clinton supporter? 
 
DENNIS:  Yep. 
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MODERATOR:  And now, where are you, sort of undecided? 
 
DENNIS:  A little bit.  If she’s going to back him, I’m in full support of her.  And if her 
husband came out and said that he was going to . . . then I will give him my support. 
 
MODERATOR:  So what the Clintons do is important to your . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Oh, for sure.  The guy is . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And why is that important to you? 
 

DENNIS:  Their past track record, what they did in Arkansas.  And I hate to keep 
bringing it up . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay. 
 
DENNIS:  . . . and what they did while they were in the Office . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And so, does John McCain have a chance for your vote? 
 
DENNIS:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  He doesn’t? 
 
DENNIS:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the reason he doesn’t have a chance for your vote is . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Not forgetting(?) because he was a prisoner of war . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
DENNIS:  . . . but I don’t think the man is a stable mind.  He changes his mind.  And I 
remember him from Arizona, when I lived there.  I wasn’t crazy about some of the things 
he said.  He was off the wall. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Charles, you were a Hillary backer, 100%.  And tell me what 
you’re thinking, right now. 
 
CHARLES:  Well, my personal opinion was, with Hillary going in, we had the best of two 
worlds.  We had not one President, but we had two Presidents in the White House.  
Whether or not he takes her as a Vice President, that would be good, but I’m switching 
votes.  I’m going to McCain. 
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MODERATOR:  And I’m going to McCain because . . . 
 
CHARLES:  I don’t trust Obama.  And I don’t want to see him in office. 
 
MODERATOR:  And we’ll come back around to that, but so, if what Hillary Clinton says 
in support of Barack Obama, will that have any effect on your judgment or how you’re 
reaching a vote? 
 
CHARLES:  No, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And so, just going around quickly, what role can Hillary Clinton 
play that might have an impact on your vote? 
 
KIM:  If she would be his running mate or if he would offer her a Cabinet position. 
 
MICHELLE G:  I agree. 
 
SUSAN:  I would agree with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  What role of Hillary Clinton, in terms of your vote? 
 
KIRBY:  Oh, certainly to endorse him and support him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah?  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  You have to surround yourself by good people, especially in that position, so 
if she’s going to support him and he’s going to offer her a position. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I’m still voting Democrat, no matter what, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, final question.  Barack Obama decides on a Vice Presidential 
candidate, other than Hillary Clinton.  Would anybody say, that’s enough to turn me off 
and I would not vote for Barack Obama?  He chooses whoever he may choose, but it’s 
not Hillary Clinton.  For the seven people here who said, I’m a Clinton supporter, is that 
enough to turn anybody’s vote away?   
 
DENNIS:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And possibly Dennis?  
 
DENNIS:  Depending on who the candidate is. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, so that might happen?  Okay, great. 
 
DENNIS:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Okay, let me just do something very quickly.  I want to go 
around the room and tell me who you’re voting for, if the, you know, as of today.  And if 
you’re totally undecided, fine.  Tell me you’re totally undecided.  But if you’ve got a 
leaning, one way or another, let me know that.  And just one sentence, here’s why I’m 
voting the way I am.  I am going to go clockwise.  I’m going to start with Kirby. 
 
KIRBY:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, why? 
 
KIRBY:  For what I stated, it’s time that we, we need a Democrat back in the White 
House. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Probably Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, why? 
 
DENNIS:  Well, it’s time for a change . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Same reason.  We just need change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Totally undecided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I’m undecided because . . . 
 
TERRI:  The issues of, the healthcare issues, the family issues, just which candidate.  
Leaning towards McCain, but definitely not Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, definitely not Obama, maybe McCain.  Sheryl? 
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SHERYL:  I’m undecided for the same reasons.  I don’t know enough about what their 
positions are on the things that matter to me and I think matter to people. 
 
WOMAN:  True, true. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And just quickly on this, does Hillary Clinton have a factor or a 
role in your decision making? 
 
SHERYL:  No. 
 
TERRI:  Mine? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
TERRI:  Yeah.  I believe she was responsible for No Child Left Behind.  I think that’s a 
terrible program.  I see what the government has done with WIC programs.  I can’t 
imagine what they’d do with the insurance programs, the healthcare, sorry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  William, who are you voting for? 
 
WILLIAM:  I’d be leaning towards McCain because of his national and international 
experience.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Tony? 
 
TONY:  I mean, I lean towards McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because . . . 
 
TONY:  The . . . the gas prices, and definitely reconstruct Iraq.  And I believe that, I’m 
Republican, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  I’m a Democrat and thinking more about McCain, just because I don’t trust 
Osama, I mean, Obama.  It’s only one letter difference, you know.  His middle name is 
Hussein.  How many more, where else do we go?  I mean, I feel stronger with McCain 
than I do a Democratic challenger, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Okay, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  I’m going to vote for Obama.  His economic, and healthcare, and Iraq policies 
are all almost identical to Clinton’s.  His healthcare, I didn’t think, was quite as solid as 
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hers.  I think McCain is a disaster on all of those fronts, and so, I’ll definitely vote for 
Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I’ll vote for Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I feel, I’m hoping he’s going to bring the change that we need. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I am undecided, not only because of, I don’t know a lot of the, just platform 
issues from the candidates.  But a lot of it for me, at this point, because I don't have a lot 
of faith in either candidate, will be who they choose as their running mate.  Just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, okay.  You’re a Republican? 
 
JANELL:  I’m, yes, I am registered Republican.   
 
MODERATOR:  And . . . 
 
JANELL:  And considered myself Republican, up until this point.  Now I’m like, I don’t 
know what I am. 
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me, you know, I don’t know what I am.  What’s happening to 
you? 
 
JANELL:  Well, I think that, for most of my life, my decisions have been made, based 
on morals and family values, and like that whole belief system that I’ve had instilled in 
me since birth.  And now, all of a sudden, our country is just like turned upside down 
with all these economic issues that we, I haven’t encountered in my lifetime.  And it’s 
really making me second-guess, you know, voting for those ideals, instead of voting for 
some of the other issues that need to be dealt with, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  And, Kimberly? 
 
KIM:  Well, undecided, but leaning towards Obama because of Clinton’s support. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, got it.  Okay, great.  And what’s the best thing that John McCain 
could do to earn your support?  What’s the single best thing that John McCain could do 
to earn your support?  I mean, obviously, if you’re William or Tony or Charles, you 
already told me.  But I’m saying to others, what could he do?   
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JANELL:  Elect or invite somebody that not only is a bit younger, but who has a firm 
grasp on the changes that are needed in this country and who is very well-spoken.   
 
MODERATOR:  Do you have a name? 
 
JANELL:  And can, oh, pretty much any other Republican, besides John McCain.  But 
it’s not a Mormon.  But, no, I don’t have a name, I’m sorry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John McCain wants to earn your vote, Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Maybe if he chose someone like Colin Powell.  He’s a respected military 
man.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, what else?  Okay, what else?  We’ll go beyond Colin Powell.  
Are there other things that John McCain can do to earn your vote? 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah, if he could convince me that he’s going to do something about the 
illegal immigration that comes in.  He’s in Arizona.  He hasn’t done a damn, a darn thing 
about it out there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Sheryl, John McCain would love your vote.  What does 
he have to do? 
 

SHERYL:  I think we need to create jobs.  To me, it’s about the economy and it’s 
creating more jobs.  In Pennsylvania alone, we have lost thousands, and thousands, 
and thousands of manufacturing jobs, and they’re not going to come back here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Terri, John McCain would love your vote.  What does he have to do? 
 
TERRI:  Get Huckabee to run with him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  If Huckabee ran with him, and the reason you like Huckabee is, 
he . . . 
 
TERRI:  I liked his values and his stands on things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else? 
 
JANELL:  I take it back.  Mike Huckabee, he could put him on the ticket. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so we’ve got . . . 
 
TERRI:  You like Mike? 
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MODERATOR:  What? 
 
JANELL:  . . .  
 
TERRI:  She likes Mike. 
 
JANELL:  I voted for him in the primary, if he was still there. 
 
MODERATOR:  If he had still be there, okay.  Anybody else?  What can John McCain 
do to earn your support?  Yeah? 
 

CHARLES:  Human rights, get in the Human Rights Act.  Getting rights for all 
Americans, not just one or two.  Not the rich, not the poor, but everybody. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, what can Barack Obama do to earn your vote?  
What can Barack Obama do, Tony?  Anything? 
 
TONY:  No, I don’t think so.  Yes, he’s very well-spoken, he’s young, he’s energetic, 
and that’s how I think he’s gettin’ everybody.  But I just don’t believe in his values 
and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Charles, what can he do to get your vote? 
 
CHARLES:  Step down. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You wouldn’t vote for him under any circumstance? 
 
CHARLES:  I wouldn’t vote for him under any circumstance. 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  It would be fascinating for everybody to say, okay, here is this person 
who supported Hillary Clinton 100% during the primary, who is a Democrat, and the 
nation is looking at times that have not gone well, hard times, etc.  And in walks Charles 
and he says, you know, there is no way Barack Obama is going to get my vote or a 
Democrat with Barack Obama.  What’s going on here? 
 
CHARLES:  Basically, my feeling is, he’s done nothing to show America that he is 
worthy of being the President.  He’s just recently come out and said, I’m proud to be an 
American.  His wife is down on America, he is down on America.  And on several 
occasions, he has been photographed where there has been the starting of something, 
and everybody has got their hand over their heart, and he stands there like this.  Come 
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on.  You know, he comes from a Muslim family.  I just don’t, it’s not right.  I can’t see it.  
I just fear for America, if he comes in. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else have that feeling?  I fear for America, if he 
comes in?  I fear for America, if he comes in?  Kim agrees with that, Dennis agrees with 
that.  Terri agrees with that, William, and Tony.  Let me zero in.  Terri, tell me what 
you’re thinking. 
 
TERRI:  He claims to be a Christian.  He does not claim to be a Muslim.  If . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you believe that he is a Christian? 
 
TERRI:  I . . . 
MODERATOR:  You don’t know? 
 
TERRI:  . . . don’t want to judge him.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Okay, yeah. 
 
TERRI:  It’s just on what he was claiming.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
TERRI:  If he claimed to be a Muslim, he’d be probably haunted and killed.  So, right 
there, it’s a little weird.  Yeah, again, with Charles, you’re not going to pledge to the flag 
with your hand over your heart because you’re going to run our country?  Hmm, I don’t 
think so. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis, same problem?  Why? 
 
DENNIS:  You’re going to be the President of this country and you’re not going to, you 
know, put your hand on your heart, and show that you’re dedicated, and that you are 
sincere?  I don’t follow that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Other thoughts?  Sheryl, what are you thinking as you listen to 
all of this?  I mean, here are definitely three people, I mean, with William and Tony, I 
understand you’re coming sort of from the Republican side of things, is that right?  So I 
would assume, if I had said Hillary Clinton, you’d probably be in the same kind of 
position, true?  Not?  Okay.  Sheryl, what are you thinking? 
 
SHERYL:  I’m so totally undecided.  I don’t know what to think.  You know, I hope we’re 
not in a position in this country to fear for somebody that’s, you know, in a position to be 
elected President of the United States.  I hope we’re not in that position.  I just hate the 
whole party system anymore.  I don’t know why we have to draw lines in the sand and 
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say, you’re this, and you’re that.  And if you’re this, this is what’s going to happen.  If 
you’re that, that’s what’s going to happen.  I’m just tired of the whole thing.  I’m tired of 
it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, in terms of this, what could Barack Obama do that would earn 
your support?   
 
SHERYL:  I’m not even sure.  I mean, there’s so many issues going on.  There’s so 
many different dynamics going on.  I do want the war to end.  I want the war to end.  
You know, I want that to happen.  And I think we need to look at what we’re going to do, 
as far as energy goes.  But it’s not just something the United States can do to fix that, 
it’s a global issue.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
SHERYL:  You know, he needs to show me that he has the intelligence and the people 
around him to make a difference globally, you know.  We’re in a global economy, and I 
don’t know if he has that experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Tony, you want to add something in here? 
 
TONY:  Well, McCain was, they’re talking about starting nuclear power plants. 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah. 
 
TONY:  And they’d get the government funding up first, and then they’d take over.  
That’s probably never going to go with the . . . 
 
SHERYL:  No, I heard that.  But they’re not even allowing new nuclear plants to be built 
anymore in this country.  The last one was built when? 
 
TONY:  I’m not sure.   
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, it was in . . . 
 
MAN:  About three years ago. 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, it’s been a long time. 
 
TONY:  But that’s what they were talking about. 
 
WOMAN:  Why do we export oil though? 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah. 
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MAN:  Yes. 
 
TONY:  I think . . . 
 
SHERYL:  I mean, his program is, he’s going to give $300 million . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  His? 
 
SHERYL:  His program, his platform. 
 
MODERATOR:  His, who? 
 
SHERYL:  Oh, McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, McCain. 
 
SHERYL:  He’s talking about $300 million to the person who comes up with a battery, 
small enough, and I’m like, how long is that going to take, you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
SHERYL:  This is going to be, we’re talking 20 years down the road for some of these 
solutions that they’re coming up with now, you know.  What’s going to happen five, you 
know, even five years from now? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Yeah, Charles, quickly. 
 
CHARLES:  One thing, real quickly, that bothers me about all the candidates.  They’re 
all talking about, let’s get efficient cars on the road.  You know, get the fuel efficient 
cars, get those battery-powered cars.  How many of us, here in this room, can afford to 
buy a new car? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Exactly. 
 
CHARLES:  Who is going to give us, now, here, in February, we’re going to go to DTV.  
And the government is coming out and giving coupons, so people who can’t afford to 
get a direct decoder.  But who is going to give us the money to buy these new cars . . .  
 
JANELL:  . . . the majority of Americans make less than $100,000 a year. 
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MODERATOR:  And your instinct would be more likely to come from Senator McCain or 
Senator Obama? 
 
JANELL:  I don’t feel either of them could do that, right now.  And that’s kind of why I’m 
really hoping for good running mates. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I’d have to say the economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And do you instinctively think of one as better than another? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I’d have to say Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  I would agree about the economy.  But more specifically, I would like to know 
what they were going to do about the tax code that is so convoluted and does not work, 
and the impact of that on Medicare, and Social Security, and other programs, how it 
would change . . . how the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Charles, quickly. 
 
CHARLES:  Basically, the change would have to be one of how we’re going to, how the 
government is going to put money back in our pockets to go on.  Like, for instance, the 
gas, and I hate to keep going to the gas.  But when Mobil and Exxon said, we made $7 
billion and our . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah, they did. 
 
MAN:  Thirty-five. 
 
CHARLES:  . . . in a day, you know, it’s coming out of my pocket, not theirs. 
 
MODERATOR:  And who is more likely to cut down on this, Senator McCain or Senator 
Obama? 
 
CHARLES:  I think Senator McCain.  I think, first of all, he doesn’t have anything to do 
with oil, so chances are, he’s going to want his money put in his pocket. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tony? 
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TONY:  I agree with Susan with the economy, but also with Charles, what he’s talking 
about with the gas prices.  I think that we should, the government should somehow 
regulate that business with the amount of money they’re making. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, let me keep moving.  And the question is . . . 
 
MAN:  My question is the fact that we shipped all these jobs overseas.  What are you 
going to do to bring them back?  Number two, what are you going to do to guarantee 
me the products that I have to buy, that are foreign products, that they’re safe?  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  After one year in office, what do you feel you will have accomplished? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Terri? 
 
TERRI:  I think it’s a trick question.  I think the government, the people surrounding the 
President have more say than the President.  So I don’t think it’s fair to say that this 
man can do this, even down to school level, you know.  Your student council does these 
things, your president gets the credit.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay. 
 
TERRI:  So is he going to be able to do it on his own, even though he says it? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE:  I don’t really have a specific question. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  I think the cost of medications.  You know, we have a lot of people, elderly 
and the baby boomers are now coming of age.   
 
MODERATOR:  And do you have more of a sense that that would be accomplished by 
McCain or by Obama? 
 
DENNIS:  I’d like to think McCain because he’s older, and he should understand that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And, Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  How would you end our involvement in Iraq?  Because I think Iraq, its 
involvement, has a lot to do with what is good about the economy, because it’s driven 
by a war.  And also, I think the Iraq situation is impacting oil prices.   
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, here’s what I’d like to do.  Lightening round.  I’m 
going to throw out a name of a person.  I want a word or a phrase from you to describe 
your feelings about that person.  Don’t tell me the position of the person, I know what 
position they hold.  I just want your feelings.  So give me a quick word or phrase.  I’m 
not going to call on everybody for everything, but very, very quick.  George W. Bush?  
Word or phrase to describe your feelings, Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  Oh, ineffective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ineffective?  Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Ineffective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kim? 
 
KIM:  Traitor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  Dislike. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  Dislike. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dislike?  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Misunderstood. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Not telling the truth. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Deception. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tony? 
 
TONY:  Stern. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
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TONY:  Stern. 
 
MODERATOR:  Stern?  And, Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Liar. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Bill Clinton, William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Traitor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell, Bill Clinton? 
 
JANELL:  Able to get the job done. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Had everything going right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I hate to say this, but adulterer. 
 
MODERATOR:  Adulterer?  Okay, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Brilliant politician. 
 
MODERATOR:  Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Good president. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Very effective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Kim? 
 
KIM:  Effective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Barack Obama, word or phrase, Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Umm, horrible. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B.? 
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MICHELLE B.:  Good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Give me, you can’t go home with the pencil, unless you give me 
really good words.  Okay, you ready?  Sheryl?   
 
SHERYL:  Unknown. 
 
MODERATOR:  You can add to your economic, okay.  What was your word? 
 
SHERYL:  Unknown. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s all right.  Horrible was fine.  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  A horrible unknown?  No.  I don’t know.  He just comes from a single 
parent home, that’s what I liked. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s what you like?  Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I like the fact that he’s young. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  Inexperienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Inexperienced?  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Displays intelligence. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim? 
 
KIM:  I was thinking inexperienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Inexperienced?  Tony? 
 
TONY:  Great fabricator. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Susan? 
 
MAN:  Good word. 
 
SUSAN:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sheryl, did I get you? 
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SHERYL:  You didn’t get me yet, but uncertainty.  You know, just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Rock star attitude. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Scary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Who did I miss, anybody? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Waste of oxygen. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dick Cheney? 
 
MAN:  Oh, boy.   
 
MAN:  That’s . . . 
 
MAN:  Don’t give him a gun. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Dick Cheney? 
 
MAN:  True. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dick Cheney, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Deplorable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deplorable?  Tony, Dick Cheney? 
 
TONY:  Unstable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Unstable?  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Confused. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell? 
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JANELL:  Where is he?  Like missing in action.  I mean . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Kim? 
 
KIM:  You never see him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Hillary Clinton.  Word or phrase, Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Likeable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle G.?  Hurry. 
 
MICHELLE G.:  Personable. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  Personable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Personable?  Okay, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  A winner. 
 
MODERATOR:  A winner?  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Nice person. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Right-on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kim? 
 
KIM:  Experienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  John McCain, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  I don’t think he has a good grasp of the issues, but I can’t get that in one 
word. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so you won’t go home with the pencil?  Michelle B.? 
 
WOMAN:  And think, she’s a librarian. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Michelle B.? 
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MICHELLE B.:  Too old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Too old?  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Confused. 
 
MODERATOR:  Confused?  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  He’s ready. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Loss. 
 
MODERATOR:  Loss?  Kim? 
 

KIM:  Uncertain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Uncertain?  Who else do I have?  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  Puppet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Puppet?  Puppet, to whom? 
 
JANELL:  To a lot of the people who have done him favors . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, to people who have done him favors.  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  Entrenched. 
 
MODERATOR:  Entrenched?  Who else didn’t I call on? 
 
SUSAN:  Do I get the pencil? 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you have for me? 
 
WOMAN:  You could have mine. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, this is going to be a tough one.  I warmed you up, Tony.  You’re 
ready to roll?  You’re ready to go big time with me?   
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TONY:  Not really, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . okay, here’s what I think I want to do at this stage of the game.   
 
WOMAN:  Sweet. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Here’s what I want to do.  I’m going to give you a situation, and I want 
you to just free . . . so I’m not going to call on you immediately or whatever else it is.  
But this is what I want you to imagine as the situation that the 12 of you are lost in a 
forest.  You’re all together, and with you is George W. Bush.  What would you do in this 
situation?  How do you think you would deal with this, okay?   
 Now let me make a quick point, and that is, no, he can’t call in the National 
Guard or whatever else it is.  So I’d like you to just think as though this is a person, and 
there are the 12 of you.  What do you think you’d do?  What do you think George W. 
Bush?  Project out.  What do you think you would do?  Anybody? 
 

WOMAN:  We’d save . . . 
 
WOMAN:  A sense of humor. 
 
MODERATOR:  He would have a sense of humor about it?  Okay.   
 
SUSAN:  Can he call Dick Cheney or Karl Rove and ask them, or no cell phone either? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you think he’s going to do?  What is George W. Bush 
going to do?  You’re all lost in a forest.  What do you think . . . 
 
CHARLES:  Sit there and cry. 
 
SHERYL:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’d sit there and cry?  No, Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  No, I think he would, he’s an outdoorsman, you know.  He’ll . . . 
 
TONY:  He’s a tough guy. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’ll . . . 
 
SHERYL:  . . . lead the way out.  He would . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
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SHERYL:  . . . find a way out.  Yeah, he would . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Like he did our country 
 
SHERYL:  He’s an outdoorsman. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
JANELL:  No, I think that he would ask everybody in the group, like if anybody has any 
expertise, you know, and call on somebody who would have a knowledge, either of the 
area or of the situation, and . . .  
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim, what do you think?  George W. Bush? 
 
KIM:  I think we’d stay lost. 
 
MAN:  Exactly. 
 

MODERATOR:  You would, what? 
 
KIM:  I think we would stay . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Stay, what? 
 
KIM:  . . . the most . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say, we’d stay lost?  Okay, about half the group thinks we 
would stay lost.  Bill Clinton, what would he do?  Twelve, all lost. 
 
WOMAN:  Now there’s a sense of humor.  I’m . . . doing . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, what would happen?  Bill Clinton? 
 
TERRI:  Seven of us would get out. 
 
WILLIAM: Five dead men. 
 
WOMAN:  Told you. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . 
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SUSAN:  Truly, he would ask.   
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
SUSAN:  He would ask everyone, make it as a collective . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, what else?  Anybody else?  Help me out. 
 
CHARLES:  I think he would act collectively.  Does anybody have any idea which way 
we might go? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
JANELL:  I think he’d say, now, if my wife were here, this is what she would do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
CHARLES:  That’s a good answer. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Barack Obama.  Twelve of us are lost in the forest, and Barack 
Obama is with you.  What do you think is going to happen?  What do you think? 
 
MAN:  Let’s go this way. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
TERRI:  Change is good. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . direction. 
 
DENNIS:  He wouldn’t face to the east. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you think he would do?   
 
CHARLES:  Personally, I think he would sit back and wait for somebody to take . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Charge. 
 
CHARLES:  . . . the change. 
 
MAN:  Someone to take charge. 
 
MAN:  Someone to take charge of us. 
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MAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, how many agree with that?  So he’d just wait to see if somebody 
would take charge?  Okay, about half the group.  Okay, what do others think he’d do?   
 
SUSAN:  Well, I guess I sort of see him like Kennedy and Clinton, seeing himself as a 
consensus builder.  So I think he might also ask. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, a consensus builder and would ask.  And Kirby agrees with that.  
Anybody else agree with that?  Michelle B., what do you think he’d do? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  He would be energized. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, he’d be energized.  Okay, what else?  Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  He would energize . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, let’s go, we’ll skip over Dick Cheney . . .  
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hillary Clinton?  Hillary Clinton, what do you think she’d do? 
 
MAN:  Follow me, boys. 
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you think Hillary Clinton would do? 
 
JANELL:  I think she’d take charge. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
JANELL:  And she would just say, look, this has happened before to another group of 
people.  They’re not here, so, obviously, they found their way out.  We’re going to do the 
same thing. 
 
CHARLES:  I’ll second that. 
 
MAN:  She’d have a plan. 
 
JANELL:  She’d have a plan. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, I second that.  Okay.  Anybody else?  Yeah? 
 
DENNIS:  I think she’d take charge. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  John McCain, what would he do? 
 
MAN:  He’d find a way out. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  He would take charge of the situation. 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah, being a military man, I think that he would . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
CHARLES:  And a POW, yes. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does everybody agree? 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  He would definitely try and find his way out. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You get to elect the one person that you think will get you out of 
the forest.  Write it on your pad in front of you.  Who is the one person that I want to be 
with me that will get me out of the forest? 
 
JANELL:  Does Dick Cheney have his gun?  Just kidding. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who is going to get me out of the forest that I believe?  Okay, write 
down the one person you don’t want, who you think, okay.  Okay, everybody written it 
down?  Okay, Michelle B., who do you want? 
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MICHELLE B.:  John McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B. wants John McCain.  How many say, John McCain is going 
to get me out of the forest?  Hands up.  I’ve got one, two, three, four.  Okay, who do you 
want, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many want, Hillary Clinton will get me out of the forest?  One, two, 
three, four, five, six.  Okay, anybody else got somebody else?   
 
MAN:  I have Bill. 
 
WOMAN:  I have Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bill Clinton? 
 
TERRI:  Bush. 
 

MODERATOR:  Bush?  Anybody else?  We got them all?  Okay, who don’t you want?  
Okay, Kim, who did you write down? 
 
KIM:  Cheney. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many said, I don’t want Cheney?  Okay, one, two, three, four, five.  
Okay, Janell, who don’t you want? 
 
JANELL:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many said, I don’t want Obama?  One, two, three, four, five.  
Okay, good.  Okay, anything else anybody wants to say?  Okay, good exercise.  Good 
work.  Okay, here’s a question.  John McCain is your next-door neighbor.  John McCain 
is your next-door neighbor.  What’s he like?   
 
SUSAN:  I couldn’t afford to live by John McCain. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, but tell me about John McCain as your next-door neighbor. 
 
TONY:  Friendly. 
 
MODERATOR:  What was the word? 
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TONY:  Friendly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, he’s a friendly next-door neighbor.  What else? 
 
TERRI:  History. 
 
MODERATOR:  what? 
 
TERRI:  History, he has a history. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Tell me about him as your next-door neighbor.  Help me 
out here.  Sheryl, what do you think he’s like as your next-door neighbor? 
 
SHERYL:  He probably has a well-manicured lawn.  He throws nice parties.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
SHERYL:  And has, you know, has a beautiful house, and lots of people helping him in 
his house. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Kim, what do you think John McCain is like as your next-
door neighbor? 
 
KIM:  I think he would be like a neighborhood protector.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, what else?  Who else? 
 
KIRBY:  I think he’d be, I’d want to do everything right, because I think he’s a hothead. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, I think he’s a hothead, says Kirby.  Anybody else? 
 
CHARLES:  I think his home would be well-manicured, he’d be very hospitable to the 
neighbors, and try to fit in with the neighborhood, as not to be, well, I’m the big guy on 
the block now.  And, you know, he’d want to be thought of as just a regular resident. 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he’d be the type of person, based on his experience, that he’d want to 
step up the line.  If you were down, if you had a problem, if you had tragedy in your 
home, that he would be right there to raise you up . . . can be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Terri, what do you think, John McCain? 
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TERRI:  Yeah, I think he would have a history that he was in the lows and he was in the 
highs.  And I think . . . 
 
MAN:  Wisdom 
 
TERRI:  . . . yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is he helpful?  Is he going to be a helpful neighbor?  I mean, for 
example, if I said that your next-door neighbor was the wealthiest and studious person 
in town, I’m sure you wouldn’t say, well, this would be the most helpful next-door 
neighbor I could have.  You wouldn’t expect very much.  Do you see John McCain as 
somebody who would be a helpful next-door neighbor?  If you had to borrow a cup of 
sugar, would you want to go to the McCain household or the household on the other 
side?  I mean, what’s your feeling? 
 
JANELL:  I think . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Approachable? 
 
SHERYL:  I think he’d be approachable. 
 
MAN:  Yeah, that’s . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Approachable, says Sheryl.  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I think he’d be approachable, very friendly, and hospitable.  But I think he 
would also be, like every neighborhood has one, like the person with all the 
connections.  You know, like something happens to your security system, like he’s the 
person that you know he can hook you up with somebody who can help you out there.  
Or you need a reference for a family member who’s sick, and he can hook you up there.  
He’s a connection guy.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so well connected?  
 
JANELL:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?   
 
KIRBY:  I’d rather have him answer the door than his wife. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, why is that? 
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KIRBY:  I mean, she, what is she?  You know, she’s an enigma, right now. 
 
WOMAN:  She’s a very rich woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  She’s a very rich woman. 
 
MAN:  Is she? 
 
MAN:  Yes, she is. 
 
WOMAN:  Oh, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else know anything?   
 
WOMAN:  Well, she . . . 
 
CHARLES:  I just kind of feel like he would not only, if he said, are you out of sugar, is 
there anything else you need?  I mean, are you really that down-and-out?  Here, let me 
help you.  I will help you get some food that you make out of more than just sugar. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else, in terms of where he’s at and what does 
he do?  Okay.   
 
DENNIS:  I have something.  Again, I remember him as a Senator from Arizona. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
DENNIS:  He didn’t do a whole lot for Arizona. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
DENNIS:  So why is he going to do anything different for this country?  Now that’s a 
state. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, and . . . 
 
DENNIS:  He left the Mexicans, and I’m not profiling, by any means, he left the 
Mexicans overrun that state. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let me go back and ask one other question.  John McCain 
has two hours of free time, okay, where he has no responsibility.  It’s his two hours.  
How do you think he will use those two hours.  However free time, I mean, it’s like I said 
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to each of you, you know, you have two hours.  What are you going to do?  Each of us 
knows exactly what we’d do if we had two hours of free time.  William, what do you think 
he’ll do? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he’ll visit a vet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  What do you think he’ll do, two hours of free time? 
 
MAN:  Have a barbeque. 
 
MODERATOR:  Have a barbeque?  What else?  Two hours of free time? 
 
CHARLES:  Catch up on new ideas, new facts, and what’s going on in the world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, two hours of free time.   
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Help me out, Terri. 
 
TERRI:  I don’t know that much about his leisure life.  I . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but, I mean, all we’re doing is projecting.  Do you really think . . . 
 
TERRI:  Sleep, probably . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I was going to say . . . 
 
TERRI:  . . . and sleep. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah, he’s probably going to rest. 
 
WOMAN:  Rest, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MICHELLE G:  He’s probably just going to rest, because there’s so much going on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  I can see him floating on a raft in his pool in the backyard. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  What else?  Anybody else? 
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WOMAN:  Spend it with family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Okay, good.  What are the best qualities of 
John McCain that would make him a good President?  In what way would he be a good 
President, Tony? 
 
TONY:  I believe he’s experienced.  He wants to change the country, and I think that 
he’s going to try his best. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle G., what are the best qualities of John McCain?  In what way? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  He, of course, I mean, I’m not a Republican, but he has my respect, 
due to the fact that he was a POW for so long.  And I think he has a really good 
understanding of what men and women go through, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I think that he has a lot of really good Republicans that surround him that can 
help to offer him ideas.  I mean, the whole thing with the offshore drilling came from 
Newt Gingrich and his wife going to Norway and seeing, you know, what they were 
doing offshore.  And so, I do feel that there are a lot of excellent Republican resources 
that he obviously, just from seeing, you know, things that he has come out with recently, 
that he obviously does utilize, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  Okay, Sheryl, where are his advantages?  In what way would he 
be a good President? 
 
SHERYL:  Oh, I think at his stage, you know, at his age and stage in life, most people 
are retiring, so he doesn’t have a whole lot of like self-imposed interests.  Like I think 
Obama, he’s a young guy, he sees himself in the history books, going here, going there, 
doing that.  But McCain, I think he cares deeply about the country.  Obviously, you 
know, he practically gave his life, you know, for the country, and I think he cares.  So I 
think he has a big heart when it comes to wanting the country to do well.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Truthfully, I don’t know that much about him, other than his veteran 
status, which I do appreciate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  Any sense of what kind, if he’d be a good President, in any 
respect? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I don’t know.  
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis, any way you’d think he’d be a good President?  I know 
you don’t like what he did as Senator from Arizona, but is there a way . . . 
 
DENNIS:  His military experience, I think I would feel comfortable with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  What else am I missing?  Yeah, Charles? 
 
CHARLES:  Basically, I’ve always known that the people who come up the ladder from 
the bottom . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
CHARLES:  . . . know the bottom of their beginnings and make the best president of the 
company, because he’s done the sweeping, the janitorial work.  He worked his way up 
to that.  And I think John McCain has done that.  He started at the bottom, and he has 
worked his way up to President.  And I think he knows the little guy who helped him out.  
He knew the little guy who did without, to keep him alive.  And I think that’s what will 
make him a good President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s your greatest uncertainty about him?  You may be 
voting for him.  William, do you have uncertainty about him? 
 

WILLIAM:  Well, I don’t really have an uncertainty.  Because what really makes me feel 
so positive about the guy is because he was offered the opportunity to be released from 
the POW camp, but he refused to go because of the fellow POWs who would . . . his 
father was an admiral and his grandfather was an admiral.  I can’t come up with an 
answer for that question for you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tony, any uncertainties, where you say, bring you back a year from 
now and you say, well, I warned you this might not be, he might not be so good.  Any 
uncertainties about him? 
 
TONY:  Well, as of right now, his age, I guess.  That’s the only thing.   
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
TONY:  I mean, I guess, I mean, he’s up there, but his experience and his wisdom is 
still there.  But if he starts getting senile, obviously, that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Susan, uncertainties about him?  He may not be your choice. 
 
SUSAN:  No, he’s certainly not my choice.  But his lack of, he says the economy is his 
weakness, and we’re all saying that that is our number one priority.  So that would be 
my fear, that the economy would be . . . 
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WOMAN:  Worse. 
 
SUSAN:  . . . in a worse mess than it already is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah?  Dennis, uncertainties about him? 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t think he’ll be consistent, and I like to see that in an individual.  
Consistency.   
 
MODERATOR:  And why don’t you think he’ll be consistent? 
 
DENNIS:  Because he’s not, I don’t think he’s ready to be President.  
 
MODERATOR:  And why is he not ready? 
 
DENNIS:  You can say all you want about him understanding the little guy, but if none of 
these ever lived in Arizona, you don’t know.  And I’m serious, I lived there.  And 
everything was for everybody but the working man.  He gave away, and gave away, and 
gave away to a lot of people.  Earn that money.  You know, you’re here.  Earn it and pay 
taxes, the same as I do.   
 
MODERATOR:  And, Kim, uncertainties about John McCain? 
 
KIM:  I would have to say the age and stuff.  And like . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say his age is a problem?  Okay, I’ve got one, two, three, 
four, five, six.  Okay, and the great concern that you have about his age is, what? 
 
KIM:  Alzheimer’s, his mental status.  You know what I mean? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Terri, what’s the concern about his age? 
 
TERRI:  Heart attack from the pressure.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle? 
 
MICHELLE B:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Concern about his age? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MICHELLE B:  I just, I’m looking for somebody younger to be the President. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, Kirby . . . 
 
KIRBY:  . . . fresh ideas.  I mean, you know, so far, we haven’t heard any, except a 
reward of $300 million for a battery. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And is there an issue where you say, I just disagree with his 
position?  Anybody who says, I have an issue where I disagree with his position.  It 
doesn’t mean you have to be against him, where you just say, I’m different.  Raise your 
hand.  Okay, Janell? 
 
JANELL:  Well, I just, in one of the debates that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
JANELL:  . . . I was watching, like the one thing that sticks out in my mind is, they were 
asking a question about the economy.  And he said something along the lines of that he 
really didn’t think that the American economy was all that bad.  I remember just like, did 
he just say that?  Like did he honestly just say that?   
 And, you know, he later kind of backtracked and said, well, you know, the 
economy is not something that I know a lot about, that, you know, he admitted that he 
needed to be more educated there.  And I just thought, oh, my goodness.  You 
shouldn’t learn about that in the White House, like you should know about this stuff 
going in.  And that, to me, is where a lot of my hesitancy comes in with . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Susan?   
 
SUSAN:  The notion that he wants to privatize both healthcare and Social Security, I 
think, are very troubling.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, who else?  Any issue where you say, gee, I . . . 
 
KIRBY:  I said . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
KIRBY:  . . . I think, right now is the wrong time to say that.  And I think we’ll be in Iraq 
for 100 years.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yep, okay.  Anybody else on the same point? 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, I’d like to see the war . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And . . . 
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SHERYL:  . . . over sooner than later. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And who do you think is more likely to bring it over sooner than later? 
 
WOMAN:  Just from what Obama is saying, you know, if you can believe everything 
they say, he’s the one that’s claiming that that will be one of his first tasks in office, is to 
end the war. 
 
TERRI:  But we’re not in war. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m sorry.  Terri, what did you say? 
 
TERRI:  We’re not in war, so he’s done it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.   
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, Dennis, quickly. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah . . . 
 
DENNIS:  We’ve been in Germany 68 years, Italy . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . clean it up, but we might . . . 
 

DENNIS:  We were in Vietnam 13 years, and we ran out of that country.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yep? 
 
DENNIS:  We ran out of it. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
DENNIS:  And, you know, I come back here and people spit on me.  They welcome 
these guys back like heroes.  Heroes, of what?  I’m sorry, no disrespect, but that’s the 
way I feel about that.  The Vietnam Veterans don’t get the recognition.  That’s all. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to ask . . . 
 
WOMAN:  It is wrong. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . one other quick question.  If Cindy McCain were First Lady, does 
anybody have an idea of what kind of First Lady she would be?  And would she be more 
like Laura Bush, Hillary Clinton, Nancy Reagan, Eleanor Roosevelt, Jackie Kennedy? 
 
WOMAN:  That’s a funny one. 
 
MODERATOR:  I don’t know.  You know . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  Don’t . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody have a sense, this is who I think she’d be like as a First Lady?  
Yeah? 
 
CHARLES:  Queen Elizabeth.  I do nothing. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody?   
 
JANELL:  I think she would be a figurehead, eye candy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
SHERYL:  I was going to say, yeah, Jackie Kennedy, probably more . . . for an outfit on, 
different hairdo every time you see her. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  Let me turn around.  Barack Obama is your next-door 
neighbor.  What’s he like? 
 
CHARLES:  I’m moving. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m moving.  Who said that?   
 
CHARLES:  I’m moving. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  Anybody else?  Your next-door neighbor, Michelle G.  
What do you think?  What kind of next-door neighbor? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I think he’d be a helpful neighbor . . . you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tell me about the property, tell me about, what’s he like? 
 
MICHELLE G:  I’m sure it’s very clean-cut. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
MICHELLE G:  And everything is where it should be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Anything else?  Yeah? 
 
SUSAN:  Well, he’s a community organizer.  I mean, that’s his background, after law 
school.  So, you know, going back to what Janell said earlier, I think he would be very 
well connected in the community and very knowledgeable about the community. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  What else?   
 
KIRBY:  He’d be a great guy to talk over the fence with, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  A great guy to talk over the fence with?  How many agree with that? 
 

WILLIAM:  But he’d keep you on the other side of the fence. 
 
MODERATOR:  He would keep you on the other side of the fence?  Okay. 
 
MAN:  Yep . . . 
 
SUSAN:  He’d be challenging you to play basketball, and I don’t want to play. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, challenging you to play basketball.  Michelle B., anything else? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  It just strikes me is, he would be one of those fun neighbors.   
 
MODERATOR:  Fun neighbors?   
 
MICHELLE B.:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Who else?  Anybody else?   
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TONY:  I think he would just keep to himself, honestly, and his own property.  Not 
anybody, you know, be with the community out in the public, but I think, once he’s 
home, he’s . . . by himself. 
 
MODERATOR:  Kim, any feelings? 
 
KIM:  Yeah, I think he would be the type that would have a, that he would make 
them . . . whatever.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
KIM:  And so, for a barbeque for and so forth, just to hang out and whatever.   
 
MODERATOR:  Friendly? 
 
KIM:  Yeah. 
 
JANELL:  I think friendly, as far as like shaking your hand over the fence and having a 
conversation, but needing his private time as well.  Like, you know, very friendly over 
the fence, but not inviting you into his home.  I mean, I see kind of like, you know, kids’ 
bicycles in the yard and, you know, happy sounds coming from in the house and that 
sort of thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah?  Michelle G., anything else you would add here? 
 
DENNIS:  That’s why the fence is there. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  I . . . 
 
CHARLES:  I think he would fortify his fence and have personnel walking with dogs 
around it.  You’re not getting in.   
 
MODERATOR:  I think, Charles, I know where you’re coming from.  Okay, let me . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . just ask the next question.  Two hours of free time, how is Barack 
Obama going to use this free time?  No responsibility, what is he going to do? 
 
MAN:  . . . your fence. 
 
JANELL:  Spend it with his family. 
 
MAN:  You’ll never know. 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS  

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 61 
 

 
JANELL:  Spend it with his family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Spend it with his family, as a dad? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
SUSAN:  Ride bikes with his kids. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Janell agrees? 
 
JANELL:  Absolutely. 
 
MODERATOR:  You see him as a good dad? 
 
MICHELLE G:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MICHELLE G:  I don’t know, it just seems like he’s a good dad. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s he going to do, Kim? 
 
KIM:  Spend family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  I would agree with them too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else got a, okay.  What would be his best quality as 
President of the United States?   
 
MAN:  He’s young. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s young?  Okay. 
 
DENNIS:  Young ideas.   
 
MICHELLE B:  Fresh ideas. 
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MAN:  . . . some young ideas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Young ideas?  What? 
 
WOMAN:  Fresh ideas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fresh ideas?  What else? 
 
SHERYL:  He is charismatic and a good speaker.  He does present himself . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Charismatic? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . very well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And is that important?   
 
SHERYL:  I think it’s necessary.  You know, because we’ve had the opposite.   
 
CHARLES:  But he is a good speaker, I will give him that.  The other thing I am scared 
about is, presidents always make this claim, I’m going to change this when I’m in 
presidency.  Well, everybody forgets.  It’s Congress that has to make the change, and 
the President can ask for anything he wants, and they can turn him down with the click 
of a button.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  What else?  What would make him, give me a positive 
sense of, he’s now President Obama.  What are you thinking, Terri? 
 
TERRI:  Oh, don’t ask me that.  I don’t have a positive thing on him. 
 

MODERATOR:  You don’t have a positive thing?  If he were President of the United 
States . . . 
 
TERRI:  I would be scared. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I’d be scared because . . . 
 
TERRI:  Really scared. 
 
MODERATOR:  Really scared because, what? 
 
TERRI:  He’s just a scary man.  Because I think the black cars will be pulling up all the 
time.   
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MODERATOR:  Okay, that would be your concern?  And by black cars, you mean, 
what? 
 
TERRI:  I think there’s somebody behind him, somewhere.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And . . . 
 
TERRI:  Terrorists, other people supporting him, I don’t feel he is a true American. 
 
CHARLES:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, and Charles agrees.  You don’t think he’s a true American, 
William?  And, Tony? 
 
TERRI:  We are allowed to have our opinions, right? 
 
MODERATOR:  Absolutely. 
 
TERRI:  You’re not going to be standing up there and like taking me to jail after . . . 
 
TONY:  Well, just with that comment, now I feel like an American.  Well, you should 
have felt like an American before. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  Yeah, exactly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B., what are you thinking? 
 

MICHELLE B.:  On which? 
 
MODERATOR:  Well . . . again . . . 
 
MICHELLE B.:  What was the original question? 
 
MODERATOR:  The original question is, what kind of President would he be?  What 
would be his good qualities?  What would he bring to it? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  For me, he gives me energy.  When I hear him speak, it gets me 
excited that something is actually going to happen. 
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MODERATOR:  And how many others feel that way?  When I hear him speak, he gives 
me energy.  I get excited.  I’ve got one, two, three, four, five, six.  Okay. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What else?  What else do we have, in terms of his qualities, his styles, 
anything that makes you feel confident?  Yeah, Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  I think that, like Clinton, he has a tremendous grasp of the issues and some 
sense of how to move them forward.  He also has a pretty clear understanding, Charles, 
of the obstinance of the Congress and what he needs to do to have some impact there.  
Whether or not he can do it remains to be seen, but he certainly has a good 
understanding.  And he’s been very vocal about using that knowledge to build that 
bridge. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
CHARLES:  When you started a job, four months of training, how well did you know 
your job?   
 
MAN:  Usually, it’s a six-month probationary period, isn’t it? 
 
CHARLES:  There you go.   
 
MODERATOR:  Kirby, what are you thinking? 
 
KIRBY:  Well, I think he’s very, very intelligent and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree, he’s very, very intelligent? 
 
WOMAN:  How about one very? 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  One very . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  One very, okay.  I overreached . . . one very intelligent?   
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
KIRBY:  . . . say this.   
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MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
KIRBY:  You know, I’m old enough to remember Jack Kennedy coming on the scene.  
No, he’s not a Jack Kennedy, but he represents some of that new, fresh, you know, we 
already saw that movie so many times.  He’s not going to do that.  It’s going to be 
different.  A different approach to the same problems.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yep? 
 
KIRBY:  Have to fix them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Is there an area where you feel that, I come back and four years 
from now you say, yeah, he made a difference in this area?  Again, William, tell me.  
Charles, you may not choose for him, but you say, yeah, I think there’s an issue where 
he’ll make a difference.  Anybody? 
 
CHARLES:  If he does anything positive, I think it’s going to be some new ideas, as to 
how to do things within the government, maybe correcting some small problems that he 
sees.  That’s about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good . . . okay.  Dennis, can you see something positive that he 
will do in an area where you say, yeah, I think he might do that? 
 
DENNIS:  I think he may come up with some good ideas to stimulate the economy, you 
know, to get us back on track and stop losing all the jobs to foreign countries.  That’s 
what I’d like to see.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I think that he could make a positive difference if he takes Hillary Clinton’s 
plans and uses them.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others?  Sheryl, an area where you say, yeah, I think he could 
make a positive difference? 
 
SHERYL:  I do think . . . and talking about the war again, I know you’re talking about the 
economy, but it can go on for four more years and needs to really, needs to end in 
some way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Other people?   
 
KIRBY:  He might be able to restore bipartisanism in the Congress. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody think he would be able to restore bipartisanship in the 
Congress?   
 
SUSAN:  I think he would certainly try. 
 
DENNIS:  He would try.   
 
WOMAN:  Try. 
 
DENNIS:  I think he would try. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Dennis. 
 
CHARLES:  He would try. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And Charles thinks.  And do you think McCain could restore 
bipartisanship? 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
CHARLES:  Yes.  Yeah, most definitely. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you, Dennis, think he could restore bipartisanship? 
 
DENNIS:  I think he’s too much of a stout Republican, is how I feel. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let me go one other thing and that is, if Barack Obama 
were elected President of the United States, what do you think would be America’s 
standing in the world?  We were talking about America’s standing in the world before.  
Write down your reactions.  Here is what I think the standing in the world.  And just hold 
silent for a moment, and let me come back at that.   
 
TONY:  What was the question? 
 
WOMAN:  The standing, like what . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  What would America’s standing in the world be, if Barack Obama was 
elected President? 
 
WOMAN:  I don’t think it’s dependent on that.   
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MAN:  I don’t . . . 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  That’s a good, positive question. 
 
MAN:  I think the . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  I mean, I think we would be open to exploitation by all the world powers.   
 
MAN:  Yes. 
 
WILLIAM:  He would exploit our will . . . 
 
MAN:  I think our American . . . 
 
MAN:  Yes, our values would be . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . our values, I think, I mean, yeah, test them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, what’s the answer that you have?  What did you write down, 
Kirby? 
 
KIRBY:  Well . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Quickly. 
 
KIRBY:  . . . I think he would increase our respect, without the use of force, both in 
trying to force our ways on people and be able to restore it, without using military. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kim, what did you write down? 
 
KIM:  I put that America will be somewhat better, but it would take more than four years 
with it, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell? 
 
KIM:  . . . these problems. 
 
JANELL:  I said that I think America would be contested by other countries, in terms of 
our values, our policy, possibly open for attack, just due to his inexperience. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t think countries, like Israel, would sit down at a table with him.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I put a question mark, because I don’t know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I think that it would make other countries see that we are ready for 
change.   
 
MODERATOR:  Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  Well, he’s certainly pledged to try and work to improve our status throughout 
the world in a positive way.   
 
MODERATOR:  Terri? 
 
TERRI:  I believe the Muslims love him, so that part, as long as he doesn’t say he is a 
Muslim, I think that would be going good for us.   
 
MODERATOR:  Sheryl? 
 
SHERYL:  I think it would be similar to today, because I agree that it’s going to take 
more than four years. 
 
MODERATOR:  William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think we would be exploited by the world powers, both the positive and the 
negative, to find out what can they do, what can they get away with, what can they get 
from us, and what can they push down our throats? 
 
MODERATOR:  Tony? 
 
TONY:  Yeah, I believe our values would be tested, as we were talking about earlier.  
And like he was talking about, global, I think he’s going to try and go global, which is, I 
don’t know.  I don’t like the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Charles, just quickly? 
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CHARLES:  Basically, downhill would, I think the United States would be thought more 
of as a third world country. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, let me do something very, very quickly here.  Okay? 
 

MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Here we go.  This is real lightening round, very, very quick.  For the 
next three months, you’ve been transferred, in terms of location of your job.  You’re 
going to be driving 60 miles each way to your job, okay?  The only way you can get in 
an HOV lane is to have as your passenger, 60 miles there, which is an extra hour, 60 
miles home, is to have either John McCain or Barack Obama in your car.  Okay, so you 
have to pick one of the two as your passenger.   
 How many say, I will take Barack Obama as my passenger for the next three 
months?  Okay, the hands up are four, Kirby, Michelle B., Susan, and Michelle G.  
Okay, how many say John McCain?  One, two, three, four, five, six.  How many say I’ll 
go the slow lane?  No.   
 
WOMAN: . . . 
 
MAN:  You’ve got one. 
 
MAN:  I’d take them both and let them fight it out. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MAN:  . . . sleep . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, McCain will sleep, so it’s okay.  Why, Kimberly?  Why? 
 
KIM:  I think, just . . .     
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why? 
 
KIM:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Reaction? 
 
KIM:  Yeah, I think he would help and stuff to drive.  I mean, and he would share the 
duties and, as far as like the gas.   
 
SUSAN:  Barack’s energy will keep me awake. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, Sheryl? 
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SHERYL:  I think that McCain would be more interesting to talk to, because he’s lived a 
lot longer.  He’d have a whole lot more to talk about. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?   
 
WILLIAM:  There would be a lot of good conversations. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
CHARLES:  And I think he would also help with the gas, with the fuel. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Okay, who do you want to carry the American flag for the 
United States at the Olympic Games in Beijing?   
 
MAN:  Say it again? 
 
MODERATOR:  Who do you want to carry the American flag for the United States at 
the Olympic Games in Beijing, Barack Obama or John McCain?  How many say Barack 
Obama?  One person.  How many people say John McCain?  You didn’t say anybody?  
Okay, why? 
 
DENNIS:  He’s a veteran. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
MICHELLE B:  Vet. 
 
TERRI:  Veteran. 
 
WILLIAM:  Veteran. 
 
SHERYL:  Veteran. 
 
CHARLES:  True American. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  True American. 
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WOMAN:  White. 
 
MAN:  True American. 
 
MODERATOR:  what? 
 
MAN:  True American. 
 
MAN:  True American. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Your local towns, in which you live, have been ravaged by 
floods, much as we’ve been watching in the Midwest.  Who you would want to organize 
and get the town back on its feet, Barack Obama or John McCain?  How many say, I 
want Barack Obama?  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight.  Why? 
 
KIM:  I just think he would be the first one to respond. 
 
JANELL:  I think he’d be quick to respond. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, I agree. 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah, that would be it.  He would respond, take charge. 
 

KIRBY:  Understand. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Quick. 
 

WOMAN:  Quick to respond. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Remember the old Millionaire show? 
 
MAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Remember, you get that one phone call as your lifeline to answer the 
question, which you have no idea the answer to?  You all remember that show?   
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
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WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, you’re in the isolation booth or you can make the one phone call.  
Who do you want on the other end of the phone, Barack Obama or John McCain?  How 
many say, I want Barack Obama at the other end of the phone for my Millionaire phone 
call or to answer the hardest question there is?  Okay, Kim, Janell, Susan, Michelle, 
Dennis, Kirby.  Terri, why do you want, how many say John McCain?  Okay.  Sheryl, 
why do you want John McCain? 
 
SHERYL:  I just think, again, I keep going back to, he’s older, he’s probably . . . 
 
TERRI:  Yeah, wiser. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
SHERYL:  Yeah, he knows more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Terri? 
 
SHERYL:  Way more. 
 
TERRI:  I’m thinking experience.  I wonder, he knows a lot about the state of Arkansas.  
But has Barack Obama had a state?  Do you know what his track record is? 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  Exactly. 
 
MAN:  It just isn’t . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You mean Arizona? 
 
WOMAN:  Arizona. 
 

TERRI:  Arizona. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes.  And, Tony?   
 
TONY:  . . . McCain because, like you say, he’s older, wiser, but at the same time, man, 
I don’t . . . my tongue where to go. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  Welcome to my world. 
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TONY:  Come back to me . . .   
  
MODERATOR:  Okay, and one other thing I want to go back around you.  What will be 
the effect of having an African-American as President of the United States?  Help me to 
understand that.  What’s the effect of having an African-American as the President of 
the United States?  And, William, let me start with you.  I mean, you know, if I had said 
to you, are you for George Bush or John Kerry, I have no doubt where you started from.  
I’m dealing with a broader question here.  What’s the effect of having an African-
American? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think the effect is going to be worldwide, because the world is going to 
watch to see how we accept a black President.  What do we do, internally, with a black 
President?  What do the whites do with this black President?  What do the blacks do 
with this black President?  What does he do as the black President? 
 
MODERATOR:  And then play it out a little for me.  What do you think? 
 
WILLIAM:  Well, what is he going to do with the whites?  What is he going to do with 
the blacks?  What’s he going to do with the Muslims?  Is there favoritism?  Is there more 
opportunity here or more opportunity there?  If it is, why?  Does he substantiate what 
he’s doing?  Can he substantiate what he’s doing?  Not just in my opinion, not just in 
Pennsylvania or York . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Right. 
 
WILLIAM:  . . . but I’m talking about on the world platform. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell, help me through this.  What do you think the effect of having an 
African-American as President of the United States? 
 
JANELL:  I would hope that there would be no more effect than having another white 
President.  And I think that . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Come out of your world. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
JANELL:  . . . there is enough people, especially in the younger generation of voters, 
that we don’t see things this black or white.   
 
SUSAN:  Right. 
 
JANELL:  And hopefully, he won’t see, what am I going to do . . . 
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WOMAN:  That’s right. 
 
JANELL:  . . . with the whites or the blacks, anymore than anybody else.  I have a really 
hard time thinking that the majority of the country, the majority of the world can still draw 
those kinds of lines. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tony, what’s the effect of having an African-American as 
President of the United States?  What do you think? 
 
TONY:  Well, just, I don’t think our American society will take that in.  I don't, just, I think 
there is still a lot of racism in this country and discrimination.  And I just think possible, I 
mean, he might be, you know, I’m not, well, his safety jeopardized. 
 
WOMAN:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so you’d worry about . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m going to hold Dennis for a moment.  Sheryl, I’d love to know what 
you’re thinking about, the idea of the effect of having an African-American? 
 
SHERYL:  Well, I know, the thing is, he’s gotten labeled an African-American, but he’s 
multirace.   
 
WOMAN:  He’s mud. 
 
SHERYL:  He’s mixed race. 
 
WOMAN:  You know, he’s white.   
 
SHERYL:  What happened to the white part of him . . . 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 
SHERYL:  . . . you know?  It’s like, I don’t like the fact that, it seems like the black 
community has totally, you know, encapsulated him as, he is the black President.  Why 
isn’t he a multi, you know, a mixed-race President?  What happened to, you know, his 
white heritage?  It seems to have disappeared.  And hopefully, it will build bridges 
where there aren’t bridges now, you know.  That’s what I would hope for.  And not just 
for this country, but for other countries too.  Because they say that the whole world is 
going to be, you know, multiracial 50 years from now, and there won’t be these barriers.  
There is still racism, you know. 
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MAN:  Right. 
 
SHERYL:  It still exists.  And there are still bridges on both sides.  So hopefully, he’ll 
build some bridges between all races. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Kim, what do you think? 
 
KIM:  I think it’s, like they said, a lot of it.  And so, I think this country is so, I would say, 
like for his safety, I would fear for his safety.  But yet, at the same time and stuff, with 
his youth and with this country already being so integrated and stuff, as far as 
Hispanics, Latinos, and the whole yard, I mean, like the younger generation now, the 
schools are so integrated.  I don’t see there that it would be a problem. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many say, it’s going to be a problem?  I mean, obviously, 
America has broken many different barriers over the years.  This year or, you know, it 
was John Kennedy who broke a religious barrier.  Obviously, Hillary Clinton came very 
close to getting the nomination.  Is breaking this barrier an important barrier?  Will it 
work?  Is it the wrong time?  I’d just like to get a sense of this.   
 I mean, how difficult and how tough is this?  Because a lot of people look and 
say, can he knit the country together, etc.?  And there is, you look and you say, look, 
Democrats and Republicans have always had this partisan difference.  But is race going 
to be a major barrier for John McCain?  Not John McCain, for Barack Obama? 
 
CHARLES:  Well, it’s definitely . . . 
 
JANELL:  I would like to think . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, go ahead, Janell. 
 
JANELL:  I would like to think that the issues that America is facing, right now, are 
much more important to anybody, any race, of any culture than to say, I mean, I think 
we just need to pick the best candidate for the position and be blind to the color of their 
skin.  Because the, I mean, America, I don’t see us as in crisis, right now, but there 
certainly are more issues on the table than there were four or eight years ago that 
definitely need to come before worrying about the color of somebody’s . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let me hear from Kirby. 
 
KIRBY:  I’m disappointed that, you know, it even comes up, because we are all multi-
something or other.  That’s the United States of America. 
 
SUSAN:  Right. 
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KIRBY:  And the fact that he does have a white mother . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
KIRBY:  . . . or something like that, you know, we have times in this country where, yes, 
religion was an issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
KIRBY:  And it still is with a lot of people, and race is an issue.  But we have gone past 
those.  You know, the old saying . . . see color and, you know, and so forth.  As long as 
you bring it up, then you start to think about it.  But it was not brought up at all around 
this table, until you mentioned it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Can we agree that it was not brought up at this table?   
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
DENNIS:  Everybody was . . . 
 
MAN:  No, no, it was brought up. 
 
DENNIS:  It’s been brought up. 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
KIRBY:  Well, his religion was brought up. 
 
MAN:  No . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
KIRBY:  . . . his race was not brought up . . . 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 
MAN:  . . . until he mentioned . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis? 
 
KIRBY:  Yes, it was probably thought of. 
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MODERATOR:  Dennis, what are you thinking? 
 
DENNIS:  I think a Hispanic is going to be the one that’s going to be up in arms.  You 
know, they feel that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, tell me what you’re thinking. 
 
DENNIS:  What I’m thinking?  He’s going to be under a microscope.  He’s going to have 
a great challenge, if he gets the nomination and gets to be President.  I hope he rises to 
the occasion. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think he can? 
 
DENNIS:  He’s going to stumble.  He’s going to stumble.  But I think, if he surrounds 
himself with good people, he’ll do well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle B.? 
 
MICHELLE B.:  I would hope that it wouldn’t be an issue.   
 
MODERATOR:  And, Terri? 
 
TERRI:  The original question, I’m sorry, is that, what’s his biggest . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  No, we’re really . . . 
 
TERRI:  Well, what am I . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . in terms of the race.  I mean, what’s the effect of having an African-
American as President?  Do you think that . . . 
 
TERRI:  I think, when there was change, the Kennedy Catholics, they were 
assassinated.  I think he really needs, as much as we’d like to say this is a good world, 
the real world doesn’t do well with change.  Real companies don’t do well with change.  
And I think somebody would be out for him, and I would fear for his life.  I mean, hope 
that he would have a lot of bodyguards that would help him . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
TERRI:  . . . and his wife.  I think his wife is very outspoken, and I’m not sure that she 
wouldn’t be a target. 
 
MODERATOR:  And is everybody feeling as fearful as Terri is?  It’s sort of, I mean, 
obviously, people will be watching this across the country.  And I would say, you know, 
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Terri would probably send a chill down a lot of people’s spine, just based on what 
you’ve said.  I’m just wondering, does that reflect the room or not reflect the room? 
 
WOMAN:  I have that feeling. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
TONY:  I have that. 
 
WOMAN:  I have that thought . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . that that could . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . very well possibly happen. 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  As much as, you know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, Tony? 
 
TONY:  Like with Colin Powell, you know, he would make a great President, I think.   
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
TONY:  He dropped out, because he had been threatened, correct?  If I remember that 
correctly. 
 
WOMAN:  That’s what I thought. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  I mean, just . . . 
 
CHARLES:  Well, I think basically, if Obama gets in, there’s going to be a big black 
agenda.  You know, he’s going to be pulling for, and it’s going to turn whites against 
blacks.  And we’re going to have more of a chance of . . . 
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SUSAN:  But that’s already now, isn’t it? 
 
CHARLES:  . . . riots and that kind of thing . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody else feel that there are going to be riots? 
 
WOMAN:  No . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  I just want you to put down something, so that it represents Charles 
and not necessarily everybody else.  How many people think there would be riots if 
Barack Obama is elected President of the United States?  Okay, that’s fine.  I just 
wanted to make sure that we were not representing everybody in the room.  Yes, 
Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  There’s been really no evidence of a black agenda.  He started his campaign 
very clearly saying he was not going to make race an issue.  And it wasn’t until the 
Jeremiah Wright flap that he even addressed it.  He does speak often and eloquently of 
being raised by his white grandmother.  Certainly, there are reasons to fear, because 
there are racists.  That’s a legitimate concern.  But do I think that there will be riots, and 
assassinations, and so forth because he’s half-black?  Probably not.  I want to believe, 
like Janell . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
SUSAN:  . . . that we are a better people . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
SUSAN:  . . . a better country than that. 
 
MAN:  Right. 
 

JANELL:  Well, and just that we have a respect for our President that . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Right . . . 
 
JANELL:  . . . and I just, I think too that they have a, and I think, even with George 
Bush.  Like even though I disagree with some of the things that he’s done, I can still 
respect him as the President of the United States . . . 
 
MAN:  Right. 
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JANELL:  . . . as somebody that we have elected.  And I think that, if anybody thinks he 
has a black agenda, why couldn’t he have a white agenda?  His mother was white.  I 
have a really hard time with, it’s just speculation anyway. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Final point, William, on this? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think there is still a lot of bigotry in the United States, as far as race goes.  I 
don’t know if we are ready for Barack Obama to be the first black President.  My 
thoughts are, I think we need another generation or maybe two generations for the first 
black President because, let’s look at the young generations that are coming up.  They 
really don’t look and see black, and white, and Spanish in their schools.  They see kids, 
kids I play with.  And this is how they develop, as they get older.   
 I have two grandchildren that live with me.  I have one that brings a black kid to 
my house.  I have a granddaughter that brings a Spanish girl to my house.  And my 
thoughts are, well, let this generation take the ball and carry it.  This way, we’re not 
going to see a black, a white, or a Spanish.  We’re going to see an American as the 
President. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you feel the same about women?  I mean, that we need to wait 
a generation for a woman to be . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  I don’t know.  I don’t know if we should wait a generation or not.  I don’t 
know.  I really don’t know what to say about that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me just do one final area, and we’re going to do it very 
quickly.  I put down about 10 or 11 issues, areas, and I’m interested in your doing the 
following.  Looking at this, I only want you to use your letter.  You don’t have to write 
down the issue.  The issue that seems most important to you, put that letter down as the 
top box.  And then, the two boxes that are in the middle or sort of right under that, not 
quite as important.  And then, the three that would be less important.   
 Now obviously, you can say, every issue is important to you.  But if you sort of 
had to rank it into first, the most important, the next two, and then the three towards the 
bottom, that would be exceptionally helpful.  And just give me a sense of what’s 
important?  What’s . . .  
 

MAN:  . . . 
 
TERRI:  Fifteen, nine.  Find the two words . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, everybody got their boxes filled out?  Well done.  Okay, here we 
go.  How many put B or the economy in the top box?  Hands up.  One, two, three, four, 
five six, okay.  And what else did somebody have, if it wasn’t the economy? 
 
CHARLES:  C. 
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WOMAN:  K. 
 
MODERATOR:  What, C was energy.  How many had energy or gas prices at the top?  
One person, okay.  Who else had something?  What did you have? 
 
WILLIAM:  K. 
 
MODERATOR:  K, being . . . 
 
MAN:  Terrorism. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . terrorism.  Anybody else have terrorism at the top box?  Okay, two 
on terrorism. 
 
KIRBY:  G. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Iraq, how many had G at the top box?  One, okay.  Anybody else 
give me another issue that’s in the secondary box?  Yes? 
 
WILLIAM:  I had H in the top box. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s fine. 
 
JANELL:  I had . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good, morals and values.  Two on morals and values, good.  Let me 
do it another way, just very quickly.  If I said to you, in one sentence or two sentences, 
just tell me what you’re trying to say in your different boxes.  What’s the simplest 
statement you want to make about what you’re saying about issues and what is 
important?  Yeah? 
 
KIRBY:  I’m not . . . rank them? 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . when it comes to the issues in the presidential election, here’s what 
I’m thinking and here’s what’s important? 
 
KIRBY:  Well, I think Iraq is important for any number of reasons, because of its effect 
on the economy and so forth.  Having said that, I think the economy is very important, 
along with healthcare.  And healthcare can, you know, run the gambit from what 
happens with Medicare and what happens with the young lady here that had the kids 
that, you know . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Yep, okay.  I’m going to go very quickly.  I won’t go through each and 
every person.  Sheryl, give me your thoughts. 
 
SHERYL:  Peace and prosperity, really, you know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And do we have peace and prosperity, right now? 
 
SHERYL:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tony, crystallize your thinking. 
 
TONY:  Definitely our safety in this country and keeping terrorism out, and the 
economy, and the oil, and just fixing all of those. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janell? 
 
JANELL:  I do feel as though the economy and security are very important, but at the 
heart of it all, when it comes down to who is representing our country, I want somebody 
as President who represents the same morals and values that I believe in.  I think it 
would be incredibly difficult to support somebody that we disagreed on those terms. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  And, Kim? 
 
KIM:  I would say, I would want to see them, not only just, I want to see them address 
all of the problems, not just one or two, and stuff.  Like with the economy and like the 
deficit, but they also have to address healthcare and global warming, and stuff.  And 
basically, and just try to unite the country again, as people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Michelle B., let me just hear from you quickly. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Just tired of living paycheck to paycheck. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I mean, I agree.  I would like to see that everybody, as a whole, be able 
to have a little money in the bank.  And I feel really bad for these people who have had 
foreclosures.  It’s terrible. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, William? 
 
WILLIAM:  I want to see a moral individual leading the country that’s concerned about 
my security at home, my borders, keeping them safe and sound, and directing their 
initiative also to bring my taxes into line, so that I, as a senior citizen, have it just a little 
bit better. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And final point, Dennis, in terms of what you want to see? 
 
DENNIS:  The economy.  I want to see the economy get better, so everybody can 
prosper. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me have you, final thought, give you a chance to think about this.  
And that is, we’ve talked two hours about a lot of ideas, a lot of different things facing 
this country, where you’re coming from, the conflicts that you have with the candidates, 
the things that you like and don’t like, the reason you’re undecided, the reason that 
you’ve come to one candidate or another.  This is your chance to deliver a message.   
 And what I’m interested in, what do you want to tell the candidates?  What would 
you like to be able to say?  And, you know, I’d particularly like to hear from Kim, and I’d 
like to hear from Sheryl, Dennis, maybe.  What does it take to earn your vote?  I mean, 
you’ve said you’re pretty undecided all the way.  Let me just ask you, what does it take 
for John McCain or for Barack Obama to win your vote?  Can both of them win your 
vote or are you pretty much towards one side, and it would be hard to win you over to 
the other side? 
 
KIM:  I would say, right now, I’m still undecided.  I’ve seen and stuff, like with the 
economy and stuff, living paycheck to paycheck.  Single moms, my sister was a single 
mom.  She raised both of her daughters by herself, with no child support and stuff.  Her 
ex is $40,000-some dollars behind, and they haven’t done anything whatsoever to go 
after him.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yep? 
 
KIM:  The healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  And help me to sort of understand, can Barack Obama win your 
vote?   
 
KIM:  If he can actually prove to me and stuff that he would do something and stuff for, 
my thing is like with working in healthcare and stuff, my father is diabetic.  He just lost 
his right leg to diabetes last year.  He just received a letter . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But, I’m just running out of time.  So Barack Obama can earn my vote if 
he . . . 
 
KIM:  If he can positively guarantee and stuff that he would do something for the senior 
citizens and for single parents, the people that need the healthcare and can’t afford it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And John McCain can earn my vote if . . . 
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KIM:  I would say the same thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Janell, you’ve been an interesting puzzle to me, okay?  And . . . 
 
JANELL:  A lot of people say that. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I, you know, you say you’re undecided, right now? 
 
JANELL:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what is it going to take for Barack Obama to win your vote?  What 
is it going to take for John McCain to win your vote? 
 
JANELL:  Well, whoever puts Hillary Clinton on their ticket, I’ll vote for.  No, I’m just 
kidding.  No, seriously though, I think that for John McCain to win my vote, he is going 
to have to select a running mate that I have absolute confidence in.  Because I see him 
as somebody who, when faced with a conflict, is not going to take charge and, you 
know, go with his gut instinct.  He’s going to turn to the closest person, ask questions, 
and try to formulate an opinion, and not act on his own.  I think he’s going to act with, 
incorporate with other people.  And I’ve just seen that in some of the policies that he’s 
come out with.  You know, they’ve come directly from others. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Barack Obama, to win your vote, is going to have to do, what? 
 
JANELL:  Barack Obama, to win my vote, is going to have to speak very concisely, not 
just eloquently.  I mean, he’s a great speaker.  I love to hear him speak.  But he’s going 
to have to get to the point and say, all right.  I’m for change, this is what I’m going to do 
to change America.  And whether he uses things that he comes up on his own or he 
borrows from other people, he needs to be a bit more clear. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you voted for George W. Bush in 2000 and 2004, and you’re a 
Republican, but you’re open, in this instance? 
 
JANELL:  I am, I am.  In the past, I think I’ve always, well, I mean, if you think about 
George W. Bush, we were in an economy that, we weren’t concerned about the 
economy.  I was truly voting for family values and, you know, a great American.  You 
know, it’s kind of like . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep. 
 
JANELL:  . . . the family was in the history books, and, you know, we put him in office.  
And then, with the second election, I could not vote for John Kerry because his wife 
said, no offense to Laura Bush, but she’s only ever had two jobs.  She’s never had a 
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real job, and the only job she ever had was being a mother and a teacher, which is what 
I was. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Sheryl?  Okay, you’ve said to me you’re undecided. 
 
SHERYL:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  And help me to understand, what does it take for John McCain to earn 
your vote?  What does it take for Barack Obama to earn your vote? 
 
SHERYL:  I want honesty from both candidates.  I want to know what their positions are 
on the things that matter most to me.  And when I say it was peace and prosperity, 
because I think the two of those together, we can make this a better country, for not just 
us, but, you know, for generations to come.  So I want to see concrete plans to get us to 
that end, not just, you know, speaking. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you find yourself closer to Obama, closer to McCain, equally 
divided in between? 
 
SHERYL:  Maybe I’m equally divided.  I mean, I’m Republican, I have always voted 
Republican, you know.  And . . .   
 

MODERATOR:  And why would you even consider an Obama? 
 
SHERYL:  I guess because I think we do need to look at things a little bit differently.  
And I don’t like change because of the rhetoric of change, but I think that something 
needs to be done differently. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah?  And, Terri, you call yourself undecided.  I would think that 
Barack Obama would have an impossible time getting your vote.  There’s nothing that 
I’ve heard from you tonight that says Barack Obama has a chance for my vote.  True, 
not true? 
 
TERRI:  Probably true.  However, when you were talking about the racism, I believe a 
lot of our white Presidents have gone over and above to do for the blacks that I would 
think maybe Obama would do for the whites.  I mean, you know, I don’t know, but that’s 
an if. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep?  Dennis, essentially, there seems to be nothing that Barack 
Obama has, in terms of your support.  I mean, you’re not happy with John McCain, you 
certainly told me that.  But you say, I find myself more leaning towards, oh, you’re 
leaning towards Obama, if I’m correct? 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

LIKELY VOTERS  

YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, JUNE 24, 2008, 7:00 P.M. 

PAGE 86 
 

 
DENNIS:  If he . . . yeah, I think he could convince me that he is solid on his issues, on 
all issues, not just one or two that the people . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
DENNIS:  I think there are more issues than what he’s or any of the candidates are 
going . . . there’s a lot more issues than just, you know, they have to convince me 
solidly that he earns my vote.   
 
MODERATOR:  And at this stage of the game, you’re leaning towards him because 
of . . . 
 
DENNIS:  He’s a Democrat. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, pure and simple?  Okay.  And, Charles, I would put you down as 
a McCain person, even though you were a Hillary Clinton fan.  And Obama is 
unacceptable and McCain is good for you because . . . 
 
CHARLES:  I just feel McCain has the background, he’s been in politics for a long 
period of time, he’s got the nation behind him.  He knows politics, and he knows a lot 
more of the other country contacts.  I think he is the best man for the game. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Kirby, I know, essentially, pretty much where everybody else is, 
unless they want to, and just tell me, if you could deliver a single message to the 
candidates, what’s the message that you want to deliver? 
 
KIRBY:  To both of them? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah or either one, I . . . 
 
KIRBY:  I guess the old, you know, okay, do what you say and say what you do.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle B., the reason I’m for Obama is the following, but 
here’s the message I’d like to deliver. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  Remember your roots, coming from the single-parent home, and how 
the grandparents have helped him, and that’s what our country is doing, right now.  We 
have a lot of single parents and grandparents helping the grandkids . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MICHELLE B.:  . . . because the parents aren’t stepping up. 
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MODERATOR:  And what would you, okay, I think that’s a pretty good message.  
William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Well, I think I would just want to tell him, basically, something like Kirby said.  
If you’re going to talk the talk, then walk the walk.  Practice what you preach. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tony? 
 
TONY:  Yeah, probably the same thing.  But I just want to say that Obama, to me, just 
seems like a car salesman.  Like he just talks, but I don’t know.  It just doesn’t seem like 
it’s the truth.  That’s an instinct I have, that’s all. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Susan? 
 
SUSAN:  You talked about the flag during the Olympics, which should probably be an 
athlete, not a politician.  But it made me think about all of the issues on this list.  They’re 
really all concerned with our standard of living.  And we need a standard-bearer who is 
going to improve all aspects, of all categories, for all citizens. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nicely stated.  And, Michelle G.? 
 
MICHELLE G.:  I would say too, to please just do what you say you’re going to do for 
us. 
 
MODERATOR:  You have been marvelous.  You have been engaging.  I appreciate it.  
Everybody has opened up, and this has been an interesting group.  It’s given us some 
sense of where the country is.  A long way to go from here to there.  For the Annenberg 
Center for Public Policy and for Hart Research, I want to thank each and every one of 
you for taking the time and giving so much of yourselves, and giving me such good 
insights.  Thank you all very much and have a great evening. 
 
MAN:  Thank you. 
 
WOMAN:  Thanks. 
 
MAN:  Thank you. 
 
MAN:  I appreciate it. 
 
SUSAN:  Can we take the pencils? 
 
MODERATOR:  You . . . leave those right there . . . great.  Thank you very much.  But 
the pencil is yours . . . 
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WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MAN:  Thanks . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I do have lots of pencils . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate it very much.  Thank you very 
much . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 

WOMAN:  Yeah, he cracks me up. 
 
MODERATOR:  I appreciate it.  Thanks . . . 
 
MAN:  Thank you . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . .  
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you. 
 
WOMAN:  Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you . . . I appreciate it.  William, thank you very much. 
 
WILLIAM:  Thank you.  It was my pleasure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great, Sheryl. 
 
WOMAN:  Thank you.  Have a good night. 
 
MODERATOR:  I appreciate it.  Thank you very, very much. 
 
WOMAN:  Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  I appreciate it.  Thanks, Terri.  This is great.  Thank you.   


