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MODERATOR: . . . let me begin by asking you to go around the table and introduce 
yourself.  Give me your name.  Tell me what you do.  If you have kids, what ages are 
they, assuming their under 18.  Once they get over 18, they get their own identity.  And 
if you have an interest, or passion, or something that makes you different or unique that 
I’d love to be able to hear about.  We’re going to start with Julian, and we’ll go around 
the table.  Welcome. 
 
JULIAN:  Hello, everybody.  My name is Julian . . . and I’m a minister on staff at . . . 
Baptist Church.  I have two children, one three, a little girl, and one is just turning one.  
And an interesting thing, I just came back from a missions trip in Africa about a month 
ago and two weeks, and a very exciting experience, a lot of work in the country that is in 
need of a lot of help, but it was a very rewarding experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great, marvelous.  Oh, and by the way, I’m going to ask you, oh, yeah, 
I’ll skip through that, and we’ll keep going.  Fay. 
 
FAY:  My name is Fay . . . I have two college-age children.  I am an IT specialist.  I work 
for a manufacturer. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you have any interests, passions, or anything that’s, that we need 
to know about? 
 
FAY:  No, nothing that you need to know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, you can tell us.  It’s just a small circle of friends.  Welcome.  I’m 
glad you’re here. 
 
KEN:  My name is Ken . . . I’m a graduating senior at . . . College.  It’s down the street. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations. 
 
KEN:  Thank you.  And what was the other question? 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you have any passions, or interests, or . . . 
 
KEN:  Yeah.  I’ll be starting grad school in London in September, so I’m really excited 
about that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations.  That’s great. 
 
KEN:  Thank you. 
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MODERATOR:  And where were you raised that you’re at . . . College? 
 
KEN:  I was raised in Kennebunkport, Maine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Got it.  I know that there’s a family that’s . . . 
 
KEN:  There’s a prominent family there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes. 
 
ROBERT:  Hi.  My name is Robert . . . I’m married, no children.  I’m an insurance broker 
by trade, so to speak.  My hobbies are like I do sport fishing and develop computer 
programming . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  That’s great. 
 
DENNIS:  Dennis . . . securities analyst.  My wife and I have our first bun in the oven 
now, so that will be interesting too.  I guess I like bird watching.  I like gambling and 
horses, that too, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  A broad range of interests.  That’s great.  Congratulations on your 
outcome. 
 
DENNIS:  Thank you. 
 
SUSANA:  My name is Susana . . . I work for a bank, and I’m chief grade officer.  I have 
two children.  One is Gregory, and he’s 18.  Adriana, that’s she’s 14.  I think they are, 
they are my passion.  I don’t have time for hobbies, as you imagine, with running around 
from one place to another.  And that’s it.  I’m . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Great. 
 
JOHN:  I’m John . . . I’m a retired civil servant, but I do have a part-time job.  I work for a 
private contractor, but I taste spices, so it’s kind of an interesting job. 
 
MODERATOR:  And how do you taste spices? 
 
JOHN:  Well, we . . . mostly in distilled water. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, interesting.  Okay. 
 
KAREN:  Hi.  My name is Karen . . . I’m a native of Pennsylvania and moved to 
Maryland in 1991.  I have two grandchildren.  I’m a legal assistant in a law firm.  And my 
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passion at the moment has to do with my one child, who is 36, and she and her 
husband are adopting 4 siblings from Russia. 
 
MODERATOR:  Wow. 
 
KAREN:  And they should be here in August. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, congratulations.  You’ll be very busy. 
 
KAREN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great. 
 
RICK:  My name is Rick . . . I have two children.  One’s a . . . the other one is a voice 
major . . . America.  And I know work for the largest automobile dealership in the entire 
world.  So if anybody needs a car, come see me.  My wife and I recently returned from 
Italy, following my youngest who’s singing with the choir, and we went to St. Peter’s 
where they sang at the 5:30 mass, and we went here, and we went there.  It was just an 
absolute ball. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sensational. 
 
TRACY:  Hi.  My name is Tracy . . . I have 3 teenagers, two 15 that are freshmen in 
high school, all boys.  The other one is 13 and in 7th grade.  And I’ve gone back to 
college, and I’m in my senior year, majoring in art.  So I’ll be looking for job soon. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Thank you.  Good luck. 
 
TRACY:  Thanks. 
 
SANDEE:  I’m Sandee . . . I am director of an early childhood center.  And it’s really 
interesting because I taught the parents of the children that I see now, so we’re like on 
our second generation.  I have three children.  And funny you should ask, but as a 
Mother’s Day gift, I got . . . three of my grandchildren, three out of six, and life is fun. 
 
MODERATOR:  Now I . . . around the country.  Okay. 
 
SANDEE:  I should have gotten permission. 
 
JANICE:  My name is Janice . . . and I’m a dental hygienist.  I have 2 boys, 16 and 
17 years old.  And they both are, one is graduating and will be going to D.C. at the 
Catholic University next year. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations, good school. 
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JANICE:  Yeah, yes, really good.  He’s graduating from . . . next week.  And they’re my 
passions too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, great . . . thank you for being here.  Let me start, very quickly, 
tell me about how things are going in America.  Give me a word or a phrase to sort of 
describe your opinions about how things are going.  Rick, tell me, word or phrase. 
 
RICK:  Gosh, there’s a lot of annoyance. 
 
MODERATOR:  A lot of annoyance. 
 
RICK:  A lot of people are annoyed at a lot of different things.  Like different issues, I 
don’t know if it’s the fact that, you know, this is a democracy or the fact there’s so much 
media that it means covering everything.  It just seems like everybody seems to be 
conflicted or something. 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, word or phrase, Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Rocky. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rocky, okay.  And when you say rocky, you mean? 
 
DENNIS:  Well, there are certain things that are going well, say, you ride the stock 
market, things of that nature, but also you’ve got oil  prices and gas prices high.  You’ve 
got the Iraq War situation, a lot of ups and downs right now 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  Julian. 
 
JULIAN:  Turbulent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Turbulent.  What does Fay say? 
 
FAY:  Disturbing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Disturbing.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  Insecure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Insecure.  Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  Political disunity. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  Crazy. 
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MODERATOR:  Crazy.  And when you say crazy, what do you mean, in what way? 
 
JANICE:  I think people are going crazy.  I just don’t understand this, people are killing 
their kids, and people are fighting over things, and religion is a source of contention and 
not love and peace, what it’s supposed to be.  It’s crazy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I’d say less than adequate.  I know I’ve been like to a mission, like you have, 
but I’ve been to Belize, a third world country.  And when you see someplace like that, 
you realize that we’re not in such bad shape, but it could be better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Um-hum.  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I see a lack of leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Um-hum.  In what way? 
 
SUSANA:  That I move here from Nicaragua looking for a better life, and it keeps me 
happy.  But what I feel is that before the President, everybody used to feel like a hero.  
And right now, everybody criticize him, so I see alack of leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robert, how about yourself? 
 
ROBERT:  Kind of depressing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Depressing why? 
 
ROBERT:  For example, like the economy’s doing real well, but you hear about a 
corporate scandal all the time, I mean, like Enron.  But . . . but these guys are just 
stealing million of dollars.  You read about it every other day.  It seems another 
corporation, corporate guys are just getting millions of dollars in payoffs, either they’re 
backdating stock to pay them off that . . . that got . . . Steve Jobs got was caught up in it, 
I mean, a lot of big CEOs are making money, but they’re also robbing their own 
companies. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Karen, what are you thinking? 
 
KAREN:  I’m thinking unsettled, which just go along with . . . what everybody else said. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, John? 
 
JOHN:  Alarming. 
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MODERATOR:  Alarming.  And, alarming in what way? 
 
JOHN:  In, I think that Susana said it that there is such a, I don’t know if it’s a lack of 
leadership or the leadership that’s in very, very wrong direction, to me.  In so many 
areas, the environment, and the, obviously, this disaster that we’re calling a war, and all 
these other things.  I just think that I’m very concerned. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me something.  If you compare it to another time in American 
history, the last six years, is there a period that you can think of where you say, well, it 
reminds me of?  Fay, any period in American history that you can think of where you 
say, boy, it must be like such and such? 
 
FAY:  No.  I can’t compare to any other time in history.  I think the leadership of our 
country right now is just so misdirected.  There isn’t another time like it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Is there a time, Rick? 
 
RICK:  Yeah, I’d say the Vietnam era, the same exact thing, six years, the Democratic 
regime.  We have a Republican regime.  It was kind of caught between a rock and a 
hard place.  That was a war you couldn’t win.  This war we won.  We can’t win the 
peace, but we knew we’d win the war, that was a war we weren’t allowed to win, but 
there’s a whole lot of this going on [pokes index fingers together (?)] 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I would agree.  I was thinking the same thing, Vietnam, and the same feel, 
where people don’t want the troops over there like back then.  And it’s the same thing 
going on now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sandee, what are you thinking? 
 
SANDEE:  Well, this has nothing to do about the war, but you’re asking a time that it 
was turbulent, and I think during the Clinton Administration was whole totally different 
thing that didn’t affect lives, but, you know, I think things, there was a lot of political 
disunity at that time as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Dennis, how about yourself? 
 
DENNIS:  Just what I know from the history books, Vietnam, around that long, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Are there positive things that you see happening out there in America, 
things that you say, okay, we’ve got some difficult times, turbulent times, hard times, but 
there’s really good thing, positive signs that you see.  What makes you feel good about 
this country? 
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SANDEE:  The stock market.  The economy right now has been, I mean, it’s doing well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else?  What’s showing well?  What’s good? 
 
JULIAN:  I think the economy is well, and I’m listening to all the people around the table 
that have children, the man on the end doing all of these wonderful things.  
Unfortunately, we don’t hear about this on the media because they just heighten 
everything that’s negative, and I think, you know, to a visit to a third world country really 
made me appreciate here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  Other things? 
 
SUSANA:  Freedom. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m sorry? 
 
SUSANA:  Freedom. 
 
MODERATOR:  Freedom here.  Okay, good.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  And there’s, I think healthcare has sort of made some strides to get out 
there and provide for healthcare for people who don’t normally have access to 
healthcare.  People can’t afford it. 
 
MODERATOR:  People feel that healthcare is moving forward? 
 
KAREN:  Not so much. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Yeah, Tracy . . . 
 
TRACY:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  No?  Okay. 
 
KEN:  I was hoping to move a little faster considering I won’t have it, health insurance 
once I graduate, so I’d like to see, I’m pleased to see universal healthcare in 
Massachusetts for the beginning of the construction of the universal healthcare, 
anything they attempt in California, but it’s so expensive, it’s really difficult. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  As I would personally like to retire early at age 62, and I can’t.  If I don’t have 
health insurance, I mean, it’s just keeping me back 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Other positive things, anything else that people want to say?  
Yes, Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  This isn’t exactly positive, and responsive to what you said, you think it’s 
weak leadership.  But on the flip side of the coin, Bush actually has kind of strong 
leadership because it’s like it’s either my way or the highway, and I don’t know, but I 
don’t consider positive, but, you know, people may think that it is strong leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, yeah.  Go, Rick. 
 
RICK:  As contentious as things are, or is, everybody wants to still come here. that’s the 
immigration thing and all this and that.  I mean, even with the third world, I have not 
been to . . . third worlds, wow what a difference. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So those are things.  What are the challenges?  What are the 
hard times in front of us right now?  What are the things that aren’t going so well, John? 
 
JOHN:  Well, I’m thinking in everybody’s mind, the Viet, I mean, the war in Iraq is just 
such a disaster.  And I’m not a Johnny come lately, I was sick when I thought that we 
were going to invade that country.  And because there are so many factions there that 
are warring against each other and have been for hundreds of years.  And I saw no way 
that this was going to wind up with a good result.  At the time, my 30-year-old son 
thought that it was a great idea, and suddenly, is, as you said, that we won the war in 
very short order, but I think continuing loss of American lives over there is just an 
absolute disaster. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  What else isn’t going so well?  Others?  Yeah, Tracy and then 
on to . . . 
 
TRACY:  I’d say education because I have a nephew that’s not in a great school 
system, high school age, and he can’t read as well as my seventh grader.  He’s at a 
private school, and I think they need to step that up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Karen? 
 
KAREN:  What concerns me these days are pedophiles.  I have a 12-year-old 
granddaughter, and I have these 4 children coming from Russia, and it just petrifies me, 
petrifies me that they’re out there and not that much is being done about them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Other things? 
 
ROBERT:  I’ll say the same thing, sex offenders. 
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KAREN:  Yes, it seems like it. 
 
ROBERT:  I mean, in my neighborhood, they actually posted down the street where 
they say that two people are living like so many blocks from your house, and they have 
pictures of the house.  I was quite shocked to find out what the ratio is seven miles from 
your house, and where these registered offenders are. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  I’d really say what really bothered me recently is the spying, domestic spying.  I 
mean, that’s really bothered me.  I feel like there’s certain freedoms that the country’s 
been founded on have since we signed our Declaration of Independence and created 
our Constitution.  I’m a little worried that this current Administration’s been sidestepping 
standards and norms in American society that, I don’t know, it seems like it’s a whole 
new level every day.  And I remember for about six months hearing one new story after 
the next. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Does that concern anybody else?  Anybody say, boy, I see that 
as a real problem or a difficulty, I mean, can serve as something? 
 
RICK:  I’m not aware of any major abuses. 
 
 
KAREN: No 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so Karen and Richard not so much. 
 
JANICE:  I think that separation of church and state is becoming such that it’s so 
separated that that’s the biggest problem.  I think with the schools even too, I mean, not 
only the educational part, but the morality of our young that we’re growing here, it’s just 
going to magnify as they get older. 

And then, of course, the lack of parental units in the household, we’re having one 
parent that works.  And I just think the school, they can’t get God and school.  They 
can’t get God at home.  You know, what else is there but the devil?  I mean, it’s just, I 
don’t know.  I just feel like, you know, that’s a big problem. 

 
KAREN: It really was God and religion was the basis of our Constitution.  Sometimes 
the younger people don’t agree with. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  You were, I think you were talking about something different.  
Maybe you . . . 
 
KEN:  Yeah, I was tossing . . . 
 
JULIAN:  I’m sorry, go ahead, not that you were talking about something different. 
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KEN:  Yeah, I was talking about the domestic spying, the Bush Administration’s 
involved in, and not getting the proper subpoenas and going through the tribunal.  I 
mean, and not only that, like Guantanamo Bay really irks me.  I think it’s . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You, but I, let’s just take the one element.  I just wanted to get if there 
was anybody else around the table that said, like Ken, yeah, this is something that 
concerns me.  This is a real problem. 
 
SUSANA:  Security. 
 
MODERATOR:  Security. 
 
SUSANA:  You could get killed anywhere.  It seems to be that way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Okay.  John, anything on this? 
 
JOHN:  Just that I agree with them.  You know, one of the things that alarms me about 
this Administration is the fact that they ignore due process.  They ignore a lot of, they’ve 
done terrible things in the environment that the economy is booming, and well it should 
because there are a lot of people getting very wealthy during this.  And, but I think the 
average citizen, we’ve lost ground, at least I feel like I am. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And let me do it very quickly, I’m going to start with Dennis.  
Give me your just quick view of the Bush Presidency.  George Bush as President and 
the Bush Presidency.  My viewpoint is. 
 
DENNIS:  That it’s been terrible, that he gets these ideas in his head, and he won’t 
change, he won’t budge from either side of the other. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  I, somewhat bullheaded, I’m your leader whether I’m right or wrong kind of 
attitude. 
 
MODERATOR:  And did you vote for Bush or . . . 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  In both 2000 and 2004? 
 
ROBERT:  Yup, both elections. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Dennis? 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 
CROSS SECTION OF VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, MAY 21, 2007, 7:00 P.M. 
PAGE 11 

 
 
DENNIS:  Bush and then Kerry. 
 
MODERATOR:  And then Kerry.  Okay, Ken, view of the Bush Presidency, George 
Bush as President? 
 
KEN:  As far as foreign policy, cowboy diplomacy, my way or the highway, and as far as 
domestic issues, just under par, sub-par. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to jump over to Susana.  Your view of the Bush 
Administration, the Bush Presidency? 
 
SUSANA:  Well, I thinking about that personally, you know, in the sense that they have, 
it seems to be like with Reagan, President Reagan was in power, everybody was 
happy.  You know, he made everybody believe that everything, everything in America 
was good, at least that is the way I felt. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup. 
 
SUSANA:  Right now, what I see is everybody is discontent and unhappy.  I don’t see 
that the, even though the stock market is going up, this declining real estate market on 
the other side.  And I think the working class, every day, has less and less. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  John? 
 
JOHN:  I agree with that.  I just think that the Administration is, I start with my first word, 
which was alarming.  I think in so many areas, he just runs rough shod over the 
Constitution and over the will of the American people.  And I’ve never seen another 
President who was so totally oblivious to the feelings of the general population. 
 
MODERATOR:  Karen? 
 
KAREN:  I kind of disagree in the fact that I think he’s a man of his convictions, and he 
sticks by what he says and doesn’t flip-flop like a lot of the Democrats. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Rick? 
 
RICK:  I think he was on the top of the world after 9/11.  Afghanistan, nobody had any 
major problems with that . . . very strong … took some possibly bad advice from 
sources regarding Iraq, and he’s stuck. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy? 
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TRACY:  I feel the same way.  9/11, I felt really secure at that time afterwards because 
of him.  I felt that the country was united.  But then as we got progressed further into the 
war, I think . . . nobody really, everything’s really up in the air.  We don’t know what’s 
going on.  I’m a little nervous.  I have, you know, teenage boys that are in high school.  
I’m wondering if the draft’s going to start.  It’s a little scary right now, and I think that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And your overall view of the Bush Presidency would be? 
 
TRACY:  As of now, I don’t think he’s doing a great job.  I don’t feel like he’s giving, you 
know, coming across to letting us know what’s going on in his head.  I don’t know what’s 
going on. 
 
MODERATOR:  And did you vote for him 2000? 
 
TRACY:  I did, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And 2000 and 2004? 
 
TRACY:  Both, right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  Sandee, your viewpoint? 
 
SANDEE:  I feel that he’s very stubborn.  He is not willing to listen.  When he gets up 
there and says that, you know, we’re winning the war, it’s like, get real, President Bush, 
you know, just read the papers or turn on the TV because, you know, he’s not in tune 
with what’s going on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I like President Bush.  And I think that we don’t need to read the papers and 
watch the news because that’s the problem is everybody listens to what their say 
because that’s the Democratic media coming across and giving you all the bad side.  
And I think that he has been a man of his word.  He stood his ground.  He doesn’t waver 
on issues according to the way the wind’s blowing or pressure from a person or group of 
people for different reasons. 
 I mean, I think a lot of politicians are, most politicians are crooked. Unfortunately, 
they are, I mean, anybody, Democrat, Republican, Independent, whatever.  Just I don’t 
know what it is about politicians, they can’t seem to get honesty.  But I think he’s pretty 
close to being a pretty honest guy, and I think he means well.  And he was given some 
misinformation, but I think overall, he handled everything, and I felt safer, he handled 
everything the best that he could.  And he was doing it as he would do it for his family or 
for anyone else.  I mean, I don’t think he was doing anything for selfish reasons. 
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MODERATOR:  Good.  And you see, this is why focus groups are great, oh, you get a 
dozen people around the table.  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  9/11 changed everything, but I do come in, President Bush not losing his 
mind in the midst of it.  However, as things have progressed, he never did find what this 
mass destruction, which has continued to kind of alarm me.  Even though we kind of 
uprooted Saddam Hussein, it seems that we’re fighting more of an ideology as opposed 
to a person because other persons just keep popping up all over the place in that area.  
He can’t really get a handle on this.  So much now, they used to just report the deaths 
of Americans, but now they’re reporting the deaths of Iraqis, so, you know, how many 
people are really dying over there? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Bush Presidency in a sentence? 
 
JULIAN:  Disappointing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fay? 
 
FAY:  I find the Bush Presidency very disturbing.  I don’t know if he is poorly advised, or 
if he is just not smart enough to see the problems that are going on in the country.  I 
don’t understand why we invaded Iraq.  I don’t see how 9/11 was a reason to go into 
Iraq.  It seems as though there was some reason that they’re just not telling us, besides 
weapons of mass destruction.  I think it had to with oil. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, I’m going to shift subjects.  Okay?  We’re going to move 
from the Bush Presidency in general.  I want to start talking about 2008 and what’s out 
there, a lot of candidates out there, they’re all seeking your votes.  And my question 
really is, we’ll talk about the issues of Iraq, and we’ll talk about the major national 
issues, but I’m interested what are the everyday issues that you say I’m concerned 
about, and I never see public officials do anything about.  I don’t feel that anybody talks 
to my needs or my problems.  Is there anything out there that you say, yeah, I wish 
somebody would address this problem or this issue?  Anybody? 
 
SANDEE:  Taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Taxes, says Sandee. 
 
JANICE:  Security, I mean, everyday security of the common person. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, everyday security in terms of everyday, yeah, Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Inflationary pressures, mainly gas and certain foods. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yup. 
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FAY:  Equity in education. 
 
MODERATOR:  Equity in education.  By equity in education, Fay means? 
 
FAY:  I mean, the public education for students is not the same for one zip code to 
another. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others, personal issues, things that are in your everyday life 
that aren’t necessarily dealt with, addressed, or that people who are running for 
President have no idea about what life in Towson or Baltimore County is like?  Yes, 
Tracy. 
 
TRACY:  I would say, I know they’re trying to work on it, but prescription drugs.  I have 
two parents.  One’s in a nursing home.  One’s in assisted living.  And my mother is, you 
know, she makes $800 in pension a month, and $500 goes towards prescription drugs 
for her, even with the discount, and it’s so unaffordable.  And we’re, you know, pulling 
together as a family with my three sisters and helping to pay for this.  And there really 
needs to be more help. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  That’s good personal issue.  You understand the dynamic of it.  
Ken? 
 
KEN:  The rising cost of tuition for students, especially the colleges.  I mean, I went to a 
public high school, but for me, luckily, I’m only going to be leaving with about $20,000 in 
debt.  But I have friends who are leaving $40,000 and $50,000, and that’s just their 
undergraduate career.  And that’s just pretty ridiculous.  There needs to be more help 
for students. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else, day in, day out in your lives, anything else that, is 
thee anything that makes your blood boil, that is, you know, boy, it just makes me angry 
about politicians in this way? 
 
ROBERT:  Politicians changing the pro-choice issue versus abortion.  Politicians 
constantly flip-flop with that, to get the religious right, backing of the right, you know, it 
just seems to be the history of that.  When it comes around to elections, once they’re, 
and how it is it’s been pro-choice, and then all of a sudden, election time, it’s pro-life 
because the religious right is so well organized that they even bend their own 
viewpoints to get a voting block. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What makes my blood boil, anybody? 
 
JANICE:  Well, that’s precisely why I like Bush because he doesn’t change.  That’s the 
kind of people that do.  They change because they want the vote.  And then all of a 
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sudden, they’re a different person when it comes down to it, and they have different 
faces.  And that just gets my blood boiling. 
 
MODERATOR:  That’s what I wanted to know.  Okay, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I was going to say about past President Clinton, I really feel that the 
Presidency, not so much now, but then, no morals.  You know, I have a family I’m 
raising, and they’re looking or watching this stuff on TV about, you know, cheating, and 
it’s like a soap opera, and it’s ridiculous that a President can’t, you know, if he can’t 
keep faithful, you know, to his own wife, that I don’t trust him with the country, just really 
is upsetting to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Makes my blood boil, Karen? 
 
KAREN:  Well, I just want to add something to hers that I went through the Kennedy 
Presidency, etc., etc., and that’s before any of the morality stuff came out.  And as we 
see from books and everything, Kennedy wasn’t the best moral President, but now 
since everything is in the media more, we find out about it, and it is very upsetting.  I 
agree with you, but I just, it doesn’t seem to matter to some people, anything about that, 
and I think it should. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else, blood boils, last chance, you’ve got your blood 
boiling.  Yeah, go. 
 
DENNIS:  I guess the thing that upsets me is that billions of dollars the drug companies 
are making right now, and people, like her parents, can’t afford month by month.  And 
they spend billions of dollars with lobbyists, and they spend of dollars with politicians so 
they can keep the drug prices high. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Rick, real quick. 
 
RICK:  We’re all fighting this worldwide battle against terrorism.  It seems like we’re 
more concerned about I think the borders in Afghanistan, and Iran, and Iraq than we are 
our own, and anybody can come across. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, makes your blood boil? 
 
RICK:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Yup, Susana. 
 
SUSANA:  The budget deficit. 
 
MODERATOR:  The budget deficit makes your . . . 
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SUSANA:  It’s getting worse, I mean, because I just think the polititoro (?) is decreasing 
and decreasing every day. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, onward and upward.  Next subject, 2008, what are 
the qualities that you think are going to be most important for a President to have in 
2008?  I mean, each year is different, and circumstances are different.  What kind of 
characteristics, what kind of background, what are you looking for?  What’s the ideal 
candidate going to just stand for?  Go ahead.  I’ll start with Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Well, just on the surface, I’d like he or she to be an eloquent speaker 
because like a lot of times, you know, like other countries, from my perception, a lot of 
the countries like almost make fun of us just the way Bush somehow comes across in 
his speeches.  Like a couple times, like after right after 9/11, when he had, was not 
prepared for his speeches, he did an excellent job.  But since then, if he’s prepared or 
anything, he has those stupid smirks on his face, and it just seems that he’s coming 
across as if he’s a clown, almost as clownish. We need to have somebody who’s more 
eloquent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay.  What do we want?  What are the qualities?  What 
are the characteristics?  What’s going to be important for the next President where 
we’re at?  Go ahead, Fay. 
 
FAY:  I’m interested in finding a candidate that has a strong foreign policy background 
because I think that a lot of damage has been done in the last eight years by this 
Republican Administration, and this damage to our reputation overall has to be repaired. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else agree with Fay?  Hands up if you say strong foreign 
policy background.  We got Sandee, we got John, we got Susana, and Dennis, Ken, a 
lot of people.  Okay. 
 
FAY:  It’s kind of a given. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
FAY:  It’s kind of a given, I think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, yeah, but there are a lot of different things.  Sandee, why did you 
raise your hand? 
 
SANDEE:  Well, I feel that the far, first of all, and I go along, I’m going to just digress for 
a minute, what Dennis said that, I mean, I think Tony Blair, when he speaks, people sit 
up and listen.  When Bush speaks, I think that he loses all of his credibility.  And I think 
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that has an international effect as to how, you know, people feel about the United 
States.  I think oil is really important.  I think what’ going on the Middle East. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, talk to the point that Fay raised.  Why do you care about 
somebody that is well grounded in foreign policy, and why is that so important? 
 
SANDEE:  Well, I think world is global now.  You know, it’s just not Baltimore or, you 
know, someplace else.  I mean, I think what happens here in the United States affects 
the entire world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Rick, foreign policy important, how critical is it? 
 
RICK:  That’s why we  have the State Department and Secretary of this, Minister of 
that, I mean, one person can’t do it all.  You’ve got this huge bureaucracy whose job it 
is, supposedly, is to provide guidance. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m coming back around to the Presidency, Fay was saying very 
important, in her decision-making process, for the next President, is it for you, or is there 
something else that is guiding you more as you look at the different candidates? 
 
RICK:  Foreign policy, foreign experience is important, but it’s not number one … with 
number one is . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, go ahead, Janice. 
 
JANICE:  I think honesty, integrity, and morality, and I think that Bill Clinton did more 
harm than Bush did harm.  And, yes, Bush isn’t the most eloquent speaker, but I think 
that, like I said, he’s honest.  What he says, he does, you know, he does the best that 
he can, and he’s honest in what he’s saying.  He’s not, he’s not going to just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So your three things are honesty, integrity, morality. 
 
JANICE:  Absolutely. 
 
MODERATOR:  And that you’ll be looking for.  Susana, you got something that you’re 
looking for? 
 
SUSANA:  I would like somebody humble. 
 
MODERATOR:  Humble. 
 
SUSANA:  With leadership, I mean, like next, you know, somebody that I can be, have 
realized what the normal people are going through, the normal people, you know, 
working class people. 
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MODERATOR:  Yeah.  What are you looking for, Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  About foreign policy, it’s not big on my list.  I just feel like we’re the number 
one country . . . the full policy needs to be looked at is Iraq and Israel.  I mean, outside 
of that, I mean, we help more countries with aid probably than any other country in the 
world.  And if we . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So what’s important to you, as you, I mean, there are a lot of 
candidates, they all want your vote, you measure them on a lot of different things? 
 
ROBERT:  Iraq is probably one of the more important ones. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  But I’m looking for qualities, characteristics, and background. 
 
ROBERT:  Oh, probably truthfulness. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, beyond . . . 
 
ROBERT:  Sticking with their guns, and maybe somebody with a little religious right to 
them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  What about Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  Probably someone who can really make hard decisions.  The next President’s 
going to have make hard decisions.  Foreign policy, I think they’re just going to be put in 
just because they’re President.  But I think domestic issues, like education and 
healthcare, would really have to be thoroughly discussed as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Tracy, you want to add something to all of this? 
 
TRACY:  Well, I was just going to say concentrate more on the issues on the home 
front, just like he was saying, education.  And also, I feel that, you know, morals and 
family values, and that’s right up there with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Complete this sentence, the one thing that I’d like to be able to 
say about the next President is that, one thing I’d like to be able to say about the next 
President is that. 
 
JOHN:  That his actions reflect the will of the people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Karen, the one thing I’d like to say about the next President is 
that? 
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KAREN:  He’s honest. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’ll take honesty off the table because that will be an easy 
answer for you, I would want an honest President.  Anything else you want to add to 
that? 
 
KAREN:  Morality, I mean, I agree with everything Janice said, and I was just pointing 
to that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Rick, one thing I want to say about the next President is that? 
 
RICK:  That he’s a leader.  He’s an absolute leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  Same thing, he’s a good leader.  He’s a strong presence.  He’s well 
respected. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  I think he needs to have credibility and look out for the interests of the 
country as a President too, what his own personality brings to him like being narrow-
minded and being just so set on something that, you know, he can’t be influenced by 
the people who are around him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  Strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Strong, okay.  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  The bridge between the have and the have not’s shrinks. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you want, Fay? 
 
FAY:  But I want an intelligent leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  I want he or she to come in with a plan, almost like another contract for America, 
but not Republican, but I’d like a plan.  I’d like a plan of action, both foreign and 
domestic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Robert? 
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ROBERT:  Good moral values. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  I want he or she to be able to actually work with Congress. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Here’s the thing I wonder about 2008, and that is, 
obviously, it’s going to be a demanding time as each Presidency is.  And it looks to me 
that you can look at the various candidates, and you can say one group seemed to, you 
know, I know . . . into the candidates, but, you know, one way of looking at it would be 
just say, look, the job’s complicated and difficult, and we need the smartest, most 
experienced, and qualified person available. 

Other point of view is that it’s really about leadership and quality and having the 
right outlook and approach.  Now we can say, well, we want all of those things, but what 
I’m trying to get, if I can, is sort of a choice between A and B.  Which accounts more 
being smartest, most experienced, having the best credentials, or more leadership 
qualities, right outlook and approach? 

So I’ll give you a choice of A or B.  Okay.  Everybody with me, A, smartest 
credentials, experienced.  The other is leadership qualities, right outlook, and approach.  
How may say A?  Hands up if you say A.  I have two A’s.  Okay.  Everybody else is B?  
Why B?  Why B?  Okay, Susana, why B? 
 
SUSANA:  Leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Leadership. 
 
SUSANA:  Leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  And when you say leadership, this is what I mean. 
 
SUSANA:  I want somebody that I, you know, that he’s aware, like John said, of the my 
demands of what I want, the American people wants. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John.  Okay, sorry, I don’t mean to cut you off, Susana. 
 
SUSANA:  Well, no, for me, you know, he doesn’t have to be perfect.  He can be 
surrounded by the right people that I don’t think that Bush right now has that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  John? 
 
JOHN:  I said leadership because, unfortunately, I don’t agree with a lot of people here.  
I don’t think we have it now.  And I think that we need someone who can take this 
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country in the right direction, and as she, as Susana said, lead the country in a 
constructive and healthful way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janice, you raised your hand.  You and John aren’t necessarily on the 
same page on a lot of things.  Why did you raise your hand? 
 
JANICE:  Because I think that we need the outlook, and the approach, and the 
leadership.  I think that it doesn’t matter how, really how smart, I mean, people don’t 
think President Bush is smart or whatever, but I don’t think it matters how really smart 
they are, they can, I mean, obviously, I don’t know, I just think they need to know how to 
deal with people.  They need to be a people, it’s a people person.  They need to have 
the right outlook, and they need to deal with people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Julian, you raised your hand. 
 
JULIAN:  I think leadership is important, at least, probably what Dennis may have said, 
being able to work with Congress, just a person who is able to galvanize persons from 
different viewpoints in order to better the country.  So I think in order to do that, you 
have to have strong leadership qualities. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  One of the things people asked me to talk about to talk about 
tonight, and that is, how important is this election?  I mean, Ken, this is probably your 
first election.  Would this be your first presidential vote? 
 
KEN:  No.  I voted in 2004. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so you had a vote before that.  But if you compare it over a long 
period of time, is this election a bigger, more important election than previous ones, or is 
it just another presidential election?  Any feeling on that?  How many say, gee, this is 
really, the stakes are a lot bigger and more important than other elections?  Anybody 
feel that?  How many, I mean, I’m not trying to dragoon people into that, but, I mean, a 
lot of people are raising their hand.  Is that because I posed it or because you believe it?  
Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  I mean, I believe it, just from what I’ve known, I mean, this is been one of our 
crossroads, especially with the Iraq thing.  It’s based on the Iraq thing, being able to 
have someone to make a decision of giving out or more his or her viewpoint is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why is it a big election, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  Like he’s saying, I think we need somebody in there that wants to get out of 
Iraq as soon as possible.  I don’t really know why we’re still there, like a lot of people.  
And I’m thinking of my children.  I don’t want them to have any part of this. 
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MODERATOR:  Beyond Iraq, does anything else make this a big election or an 
important election? 
 
TRACY:  Beyond that, sure, there’s environmental reasons that, you know, I liked the 
environment improved, I think that’s been neglected, education.  I think everybody, all 
those home things have been neglected because of this war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sandee, you raised your hand.  Is this a big election? 
 
SANDEE:  Absolutely.  I just think there’s so much discontent around, and that the 
country has just been all different ways, and we need somebody to bring it back 
together again and help us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many would stand up with Sandee and say Sandee has it 
right, okay, that the country is in such discontent, we need somebody to be able to bring 
it back together?  How many would stand . . . okay.  Don’t agree, Rick? 
 
RICK:  I mean, other than Iraq, which is current, all the other issues we mentioned have 
been around for the past 50 years.  You’re talking about education.  You’re talking about 
morality.  You’re talking about . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But you don’t see more discontent or . . . 
 
RICK:  No.  Well, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Or . . . 
 
KAREN:  I think it was just the same when Clinton was going on.  The country was in 
total discontent because of all his morality issues. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Robert, more discontent . . . 
 
ROBERT:  Not really.  I just think that the public has more access to the issue where 
you have programs than they ever had before.  So people are a lot more well informed, 
and maybe a lot of different viewpoints are being jammed down their throats.  And I just 
think the bulk of the issues are always going to be there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fay, Sandee’s point, which was just . . . 
 
FAY:  I think the country, there is a lot of discontent, and it probably has a lot to do with 
Iraq and the way Katrina, Hurricane Katrina issues were handled.  I think we need to 
see change in leadership. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else want to address this?  Otherwise, yup, good, 
Julian. 
 
JULIAN:  I think all the issues have been there, so every presidential election is 
important, every, every is, every four years is important. but I think this year, with the 
possibility of perhaps a woman, the or an African-American, just heightens the whole 
interest and possibility of that happening.  So I think it is an important election from that 
perspective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, good news.  I can bring any one candidate through the door to talk 
to us for the next 15 minutes.  Write down who you want me to bring through the door.  
Okay, it can be anybody you want.  It has to be a candidate who is in the field.  You 
can’t say I want somebody. 
 
MAN:  Presidential candidate? 
 
MODERATOR:  The presidential candidate, yeah, thank you very much.  I’m interested 
in cardinal, okay.  Everybody got their, everybody write it down?  Okay.  Who do you 
want? 
 
JULIAN:  Barack Obama. 
 
FAY:  There are so many, but I’d like to hear John McCain. 
 
KEN:  Hillary Clinton. 
 
ROBERT:  Rudy Giuliani. 
 
DENNIS:  Obama. 
 
SUSANA:  Barack Obama. 
 
JOHN:  Barack Obama. 
 
KAREN:  Rudy. 
 
RICK:  Fred Thompson. 
 
TRACY:  Barack Obama. 
 
SANDEE:  Hillary. 
 
JANICE:  John McCain. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  So how many McCain do we have?  Just two, okay, two 
McCain’s.  How many Barack Obama’s?  We had two, four, five.  How many Giuliani’s?  
Two.  And Fred Thompson, and Hillary Clinton, and anybody, oh, two Hillary.  Okay, 
good. 

Now write down, if you had to make a choice of all the candidates, I’m not saying 
A is running against B or anything else, if you have to choose among all the candidates, 
who would you like as your next President of the United States?  Choose from any 
Democrat, any Republican, anybody you want, who you want as your, who you want as 
your President.  Okay.  We’ll start with Karen.  Karen gets first vote up. 
 
KAREN:  Rudy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Rudy.  Rick? 
 
RICK:  I did Rudy too 
 
MODERATOR:  You didn’t cheat, did you?  Okay.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I really don’t have my mind made up yet, but possibly Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  I’m sticking with Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I think I’m going to do John McCain, but there’s a long way to go.  I’m not 
sure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, sure.  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Fay? 
 
FAY:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  Rudy. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I’m undecided.  Do I have to make a decision? 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, then we have to disband the group. 
 
SUSANA:  Obama, Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so you’ll say Barack.  And, Jack? 
 
JOHN:  John Edwards. 
 
MODERATOR:  John Edwards.  Okay, good.  Okay.  Fortunately, we don’t have to 
make that decision right now.  And is there a candidate who, say, gee, I’d just like to 
know better? 
 
JULIAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who? 
 
JULIAN:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
SANDEE:  Richardson. 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  Richardson.  Anybody else? 
 
KEN:  I’d say Richardson as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
KAREN:  Romney, Romney. 
 
MODERATOR:  Romney, says Karen, good.  Dennis, anybody you want to know 
better? 
 
DENNIS:  Hillary Clinton. 
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MODERATOR:  Hillary Clinton.  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Okay. 
 
SANDEE:  We just need to get to know them all better yet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah well we’ve got a lot of, a lot of time obviously, and this is just a 
given.  And tell me one other thing.  We’re bringing you back, you have to write this on 
your pad also, we’re bringing you back in two years from now.  And one person win a 
car here. 

Tell me who the next President of the United States is going to be?  I don’t care 
who you’re going to vote for, or who you love, all you care about is winning the car.  
Okay?  Winning the car is the goal.  You are predicting the next President of the United 
States, and unless you guess, Susana, you can’t win that car.  Okay.  And it’ll be a good 
General Motors car.  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  U.S. car. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, absolutely.  Okay.  John, who did you write? 
 
JOHN:  I wrote Hillary because she’s got more money than anybody else. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many people wrote down Hillary will be the next President 
of the United States?  Hands up.  One person, okay.  Who did you write down, Karen? 
 
KAREN:  Rudy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many wrote down Rudy Giuliani will be the next President 
of the United States?  One, two, three, four, five, six, six Giuliani’s, okay.  Who did you 
write down, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I put Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many people wrote Obama?  One, two, three, four, okay.  
Who’s the lone vote out?  Who didn’t? 
 
JANICE:  I put John Edwards.  I hope it’s not true, but I just think . . . I think he’s going 
to be next. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
JANICE:  Because he’s young, and he’s smart, and he’s a lawyer, and he knows all the 
tricks, and he’s, he’s rich.  Didn’t I say that?  I don’t know.  Yeah, he’s just, I just think 
that he’s a sweet talker, and I just, he scares me to death though. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
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JANICE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Now write down, is there a candidate you just couldn’t vote for?  
Couldn’t vote, okay?  Here’s a candidate I could not vote for?  Okay.  What did you write 
down, Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  Yes, Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else write down Hillary?  One, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven, eight.  Eight people said they can’t vote for Hillary, okay.  Anybody else have 
somebody you can’t vote for? 
 
FAY:  I wrote Hillary, yeah. 
 
JULIAN:  I wrote Rudy, even though I think he’s going to win. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You’re just going for the car, right?  Okay.  Anybody else write 
down Rudy?  Two people couldn’t vote for Rudy.  Okay.  Anybody else said somebody 
they couldn’t vote for?  Okay.  Tell me something.  Just in your own point of view, what 
is it about Rudy Giuliani that you see, respect, like?  Anybody? 
 
JANICE:  Leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Leadership, okay.  And by leadership you mean? 
 
JANICE:  I mean, strong, I think he’s strong.  I think he won’t waver, strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rick? 
 
RICK:  A couple things.  I mean, he was the mayor of New York.  He got a lot of press 
during 9/11.  He’s kind of backed away, and I’m a little grossed out already at the two 
years from now election with all this press getting all these other candidates.  I’m not the 
dark horse, but I want to see maybe almost like a horse race, get to that finish line as 
when it really matters, not all this nonsense that’s going on, all this talk and crazy stuff  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Karen? 
 
KAREN:  Well, what really impressed me was the way he handled 9/11, and that’s just 
stuck with me.  And I think he would do the same . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Tracy? 
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TRACY:  I was going to say, you know, he’s one of the ones that are, that’s also 
appealing to me.  And one of the things that, so like 9/11, I really did not know too much 
about him, but you could see that New Yorkers just loved him, so there’s got to be 
something good about him for everybody to like him that much. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  I know a lot of New Yorkers that hate him, but I think it’s more than just 
leadership.  And even though he did a great job with 9/11, the United States isn’t New 
York City.  And so I really, and I also think he’s a huge flip-flopper, and he panders the 
right conservative, the religious right.  And he’s not that at all, and I don’t think he will 
be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Instead of going through, I want to do two other things 
that I’d like to have a sense of just before we get into some candidates.  One thing I’d 
like to know is how many people here would seriously consider voting for either a, 
quote, third party or an Independent?  I’m assuming that it’s the candidate who you 
would find, quote, appealing, but how many people would seriously consider voting for a 
third part or an Independent?  Hands up.  I have one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, okay.  Why? 
 
JULIAN:  I mean, all, what I’m looking for in a candidate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Meaning what? 
 
JULIAN:  Not just, you know, historical loyalties to one Party or another.  They have to 
demonstrate all of these qualities that we’ve been talking about around the table.  This 
person is going to do that, they would get my vote. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Was it, Robert, did you raise your hand? 
 
ROBERT:  Yes.  I would cross Party lines, so to speak, to vote for a better candidate. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why, why do you think an Independent, why would that appeal to 
you? 
 
ROBERT:  It’s just the political system seems to get bogged down too much in the 
Democrats and the Republican people.  It’s, and if somebody could break that or open 
that up a little bit, that could be pretty refreshing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I feel this is why, you know, that somebody who can break the Republican 
and Democratic fight that they have all the time.  They don’t do anything, but fighting. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  John, did you raise your hand? 
 
JOHN:  I did.  I just thought, I feel like if it was the right candidate, the Party wouldn’t 
make any difference.  I voted for Republicans, and I voted for Democrats, but I, it would 
have to be somebody who I felt whose ideology was something that I respected and 
believed in. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Karen? 
 
KAREN:  Yes.  That’s the same way I feel, that I would give anyone a chance. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the only thing I’d like to be sure that I understand, it’s easy to raise 
your hand and say, yeah, I can, but I really want to know is it sort of serious or is it more 
this is, you know, this seems like good democracy to be in favor of a third party? 
 
SANDEE:  I would definitely consider that.  Perot ran, you know, he was . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You voted for Perot? 
 
SANDEE:  Yes, I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else vote for Perot?  I’ve got two Perot’s, Dennis and Tracy. 
 
SANDEE:  But I’d consider him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Richard, you said third party. 
 
RICK:  Was it Anderson . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And you voted for him because against Ronald Reagan? 
 
RICK:  Because I wasn’t either a Republican or a Democrat, and those two Parties, 
they may as well . . . one’s an elephant, and one’s a jackass.  But other than that, 
they’re about the same.  I want to see a viable third party, not just the candidate, but 
another Party, and I’m not talking about one of these off the wall, green things, I’m 
talking about a legitimate party 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else said yes?  Did you say yes? 
 
TRACI:  We definitely need, I didn’t say, I wouldn’t do it anymore. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  You had your one . . . 
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TRACI:  I was younger. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes, I was younger, innocent. 
 
JANICE:  I think we definitely need someone, that’s a lot of the problem is that, you 
know, we can’t get anything done because the Democrats don’t want the Republicans 
to succeed, but the Republicans don’t want the Democrats to succeed.  So they’re 
holding each other back.  We need somebody in the middle. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Somehow, to me, this is sort of an interesting breakthrough, or 
this is a sidelight to everything else I’m talking about, but it would seem to me, as I listen 
to all of you going around the table, you must be sending some sort of message to the 
two Parties.  What is the message?  What are you trying to say here?  I mean, you 
know, all of you said, gee, I’d vote for Rudy, I’d vote for Hillary, I like Obama.  And then I 
say to you how about a serious third-party person, would you, and a whole bunch of 
hands go up.  To me, that’s a message.  Is there a message here? 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah.  I think people are tired of the political in-fighting that’s restraining the 
country from going forward.  I mean, people are just sick, at least personally, I’m sick of 
it.  I wish something would just happen where we could just, you know, Congress back 
the President, and whatever President, and just move ahead. 
 
JANICE:  Well, I guess that’s why I didn’t, I put the ones that are viable candidates as of 
right now.  I don’t know of any Independents right now.  That’s why I said there’s a long 
way to go.  If I knew the serious Independent that was right up there with all these, I 
might  have wrote them down.  I just don’t know of anybody, so I wrote what I know right 
now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Yeah.  Well, Ken, you’re not in favor, right, of a 
third-party? 
 
KEN:  No, I was in favor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, I’m sorry. 
 
KEN:  No, I was actually really in favor.  I had an Independent governor, Angus King for 
almost 12, I don’t know how long, 8 or 10 years, and I saw the way he could interact 
with the main Senate, and I saw the way that he brought together both of the Parties 
and really was a very strong governor for his time in the House. 

So I think that it can be translated from a smaller scale to a larger scale.  It’s just 
you need a strong candidate.  And I think American politics is really is candidate 
centered right now and less Party centered, and it’s focusing on the candidates.  It’s 
focusing on their personal lives.  It’s focusing on the political ideology.  That’s where the 
focus is. 
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MODERATOR:  Great, good insight.  Yup, good.  Did somebody else have something?  
Yeah, Sandee. 
 
SANDEE:  And I’m just wondering this, you know, how realistic is it, as you have a 
third-party, how realistic is it that your vote would really count, but you’re not taking it 
away from someplace else, that’s what’s in my mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Right, okay.  Good, okay.  Yeah, Fay, you wanted . . . 
 
FAY:  Because that’s why I wouldn’t vote for an Independent because I feel that it 
dilutes the electability of the Republican or the Democratic candidates at this time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, two-minute conversation, no more than that, everybody ready?  
What’s your biggest complaint about the way the media covers campaigns and 
candidates for public office?  What’s your biggest complaint? 
 
JANICE:  They’re to the left.  They, their viewpoint is way to the left.  They do it in that 
perspective. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, too liberal. 
 
SANDEE:  The bias. 
 
MODERATOR:  Towards what? 
 
SANDEE:  Towards whichever, whichever the media is reporting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  . . . I think that they look towards the worst qualities of them instead of, you 
know, bringing forth the better qualities. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Rick? 
 
RICK:  It seems every report, whether it’s written, or Internet, television, you have to 
suspect or and know that there’s an agenda by someone somewhere . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, yup.  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  I think to focus on a person would be most money. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, money counts most.  Ken? 
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KEN:  I don’t even read American media when it comes to candidates.  I usually read 
foreign media.  I like to see a foreign perspective, and sometimes I think it’s less biased. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Fay? 
 
FAY:  I think they try to project who the country is most in favor of, and they follow that 
candidate instead of giving equal time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis, anything here? 
 
DENNIS:  I just think they get started way too early.  Al the propaganda machine, by the 
time it comes around, it’s almost done with it . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I promised you it was only going to be two minutes.  That’s two 
minutes.  Anybody else want to say anything?  Oh, I’m interested.  Anybody using new 
sources in this election that you haven’t used before?  In other words, I mean, 
traditionally, we use the newspaper, television, radio.  Anything that’s you’re using as a 
different source to get information?  Yeah, Robert. 
 
ROBERT:  Actually, I did some Internet Googling, and there were some articles there 
on YouTube, and different MySpace, and all kinds of stuff, things they’re using, the 
candidates are using the newer and younger formats that the college people would be 
normally associated with, or, you know, they’re using their . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Is anybody else using the Internet to get information on the 
candidates? 
 
KAREN:  Oh, absolutely, the Internet, yeah, absolutely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Really, to get information on candidates or just in general? 
 
KAREN:  In general. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay.  How about blogs, anybody using blogs, or is that not quite 
there?  Okay.  Anything else?  Anybody would look at YouTube? 
 
DENNIS:  I am. 
 
MODERATOR:  You do, Dennis?  Tell me a good, seen anything political on YouTube? 
 
DENNIS:  Family Guy doesn’t count?  Not really, not political. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
ROBERT:  They caught, John Edwards, they have a commercial with him with his, the 
Clairol guy . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
ROBERT:  It’s pretty funny. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here are all the candidates.  Okay . . . and what I thought we 
would do is I will just take you and ask you to give me a word or a phrase that describes 
that person.  Okay.  In your estimation . . . but let’s start just as a practice round.  
George Bush, word or phrase to describe your feelings. 
 
JOHN:  Deceitful. 
 
KAREN:  Honest. 
 
RICK:  Leader. 
 
TRACY:  I’d say honest. 
 
SANDEE:  Controversial. 
 
JANICE:  Strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  George Bush, quick, lightning round. 
 
JULIAN:  Disappointing. 
 
FAY:  Disastrous. 
 
KEN:  Unintelligent 
 
ROBERT:  Firm 
 
DENNIS:  Disappointing. 
 
SUSANA:  Not too smart. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, got the idea?  Very quick, we’ve got to go.  By the 
way, if you don’t know somebody, just say pass, and I’ll just . . . Joe Biden, anybody got 
a point of view?  Joe Biden, word or phrase. 
 
MAN:  Loquacious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Loquacious, good word.  Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  Small. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MAN:  Small. 
 
MODERATOR:  Small, okay.  Anybody else?  Joe Biden, anybody else?  How many 
say I don’t know Joe Biden?  Ok, a lot of hands.  Hillary Clinton, word or phrase. 
 
SANDEE: I’m still thinking 
 
JANICE: Dishonest 
 
JULIAN:  Determined. 
 
DENNIS:  A jackass, but I’d like to know her. 
 
WOMAN:  Fake. 
 
SUSANA:  And, jackass too 
 
JOHN:  Untrustworthy. 
 
KAREN: Shrill  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Experienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Experienced, okay, good.  Chris Dodd, how many people don’t know 
Chris Dodd?  Anybody does know Chris Dodd?  Okay.  We’ll pass on.  John Edwards, 
word or phrase. 
 
JANICE:  Pretty boy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pretty boy. 
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WOMAN:  Pompous. 
 
ROBERT:  Charismatic. 
 
SUSANA:  Arrogant. 
 
MODERATOR:  Arrogant? 
 
SUSANA:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  Articulate. 
 
RICK:  Swarmy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Swarmy, okay.  What else? 
 
WOMAN:  Unsure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Unsure, yeah.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  Rich. 
 
MAN:  Charming. 
 
MODERATOR:  Charming, good.  Mike Gravel, anybody know him?  Okay.  Take a 
pass on, Dennis Kucinich, anybody know him?  Okay.  Take a pass on him. 
 
JOHN:  Smart. 
 
MODERATOR:  Smart, okay. 
 
JULIAN:  Honest. 
 
MODERATOR:  On Dennis Kucinich, okay, good, honest and smart.  Barack Obama?  
Fay? 
 
FAY:  Charismatic. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Janice? 
 
JANICE:  Smart. 
 
FAY:  Articulate. 
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DENNIS:  . . . charismatic. 
 
MAN:  Smart. 
 
KAREN:  Has potential. 
 
SUSANA:  Independent. 
 
ROBERT:  Question mark. 
 
TRACI:  Charismatic came to mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . Barack Obama. 
 
SUSANNA:  Articulate. 
 
KEN:  Lacks experience. 
 
ROBERT:  Excitable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Excitable? 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anything else?  Great.  Bill Richardson, how many don’t 
know, don’t know Bill Richardson?  Hands up.  One, two, three, four, five, six, okay.  Bill 
Richardson? 
 
SANDEE:  Has potential. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  Unsure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
JOHN:  I’ll go with potential. 
 
WOMAN:  I don’t know him. 
 
SUSANA:  Charismatic. 
 
MAN:  Very intelligent. 
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MODERATOR:  Very intelligent.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Let’s go on.  Oh, by the way, 
Bill Clinton?  Bill Clinton, word or phrase. 
 
SANDEE:  Strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy, word or phrase. 
 
TRACY:  Deceitful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase? 
 
RICK:  Never. 
 
KAREN:  Creep. 
 
JOHN:  Dishonest. 
 
SUSANA:  Charismatic. 
 
DENNIS:  Ditto. 
 
ROBERY:  Smartass. 
 
KEN:  Phenomenal. 
 
FAY:  Dishonest. 
 
JULIAN:  Don’t want him, no one would allow it. 
 
JANICE:  Dishonest. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here we go.  Sam Brownback, who knows Sam Brownback? 
 
MAN:  Is he the former governor? 
 
MODERATOR:  No, but that’s okay.  He’s a senator.  Okay.  Anybody else know, 
nobody knows Sam Brownback.  Rudy Giuliani, word or phrase. 
 
JOHN:  Inexperienced. 
 
KAREN:  Leader. 
 
RICK:  Leader. 
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TRACY: Friendly. 
 
SANDEE:  Comes up when the chips are down. 
 
JANICE:  Negotiator. 
 
JULIAN:  Shady. 
 
MODERATOR:  Shady? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
FAY:  Wealthy. 
 
KEN:  Flip-flopper. 
 
ROBERT:  Trustworthy. 
 
KEN:  Riding on the 9/11 coattails. 
 
SUSANA:  Good leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good leader, good.  Okay.  Jim Gilmore, anybody know Jim Gilmore?  
Okay.  Mike Huckabee, anybody know Mike Huckabee?  Duncan, what? 
 
KEN:  I was going to say for Mike Huckabee, bipartisan. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Duncan Hunter?  Okay.  I’m not trying to fool you.  These are 
actual candidates.  I apologize.  Okay, John McCain? 
 
MAN:  Old school. 
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yes. 
 
WOMAN:  Conservative. 
 
WOMAN:  Leader. 
 
JULIAN:  Speaks his mind. 
 
FAY:  POW. 
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KEN:  Strong in his convictions. 
 
ROBERT:  History. 
 
DENNIS:  Pass. 
 
SUSANA:  Not experienced. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  NOT experienced, okay, yeah. 
 
JOHN:  Disappointing. 
 
KAREN:  Moderate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, moderate, good.  Okay.  Ron Paul, anybody?  Tom, Mitt 
Romney? 
 
KAREN:  Smooth. 
 
RICK:  Interesting. 
 
TRACY:  Pass. 
 
SANDEE:  Pass. 
 
JANICE:  I want to say smooth too.  I don’t know why. 
 
JULIAN:  Pass. 
 
FAY:  Mormon. 
 
KEN:  Flip-flop. 
 
ROBERT:  Pass. 
 
DENNIS:  Pass. 
 
SUSANA:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Intelligent, good.  Tom Tancredo? anybody?  Tommy Thompson?  
Nobody’s name?  Fred Thompson, word or phrase. 
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RICK:  Intriguing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Intriguing.  Anybody else know Fred Thompson?  Viewpoint, Fred 
Thompson? 
 
JANICE:  Conservative. 
 
KEN:  Good actor. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
KEn:  Good actor . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Everybody agrees after . . . 
 
JOHN:  Conservative. 
 
MODERATOR:  Conservative? 
 
KAREN:  I don’t now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Now when you came in, I asked to fill out a sheet because I was 
afraid this would happen.  And I said to you tell me the six people you’d like to talk 
about.  I said three Democrats and three Republicans.  So we tallied it all up, and the 
six people that you guys selected as the people that you wanted to talk about, the three 
Democrats were Edwards, Clinton, and Obama.  And the Republicans were Romney, 
Giuliani, and McCain.  So that’s who you chose.  So, I mean, we can’t talk about 
everybody, and a lot of people you don’t know, but here’s what I want to do.  I want to 
try a situation.  Okay?  You ready, Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I’m ready. 
 
MODERATOR:  Here we go.  Okay.  Robert, you ready to fly? 
 
ROBERT:  I’m ready to go. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here is it?  You ready?  This individual is the sixth person in line 
at a ticket counter at the airport.  There’s only one seat left on that plane, very 
important, critical meeting for them to get to, and obviously, they have to be able to say 
what are they going to do?  You’re going to look at him as sixth in line.  What will they 
do in order to deal with this situation? 
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Everybody ready?  And if you don’t have any point of view, that’s fine.  But 

obviously, if you know something about it, give me a sense of what you think they might 
do.  I’ll go reverse order.  We’ll sort of go bing, bing, bing, bing, bing, bing.  Okay?  Mitt 
Romney, what would Mitt Romney do, sixth in line?  Who’s ready to give me 
something?  Mitt Romney, what would . . . 
 
KAREN:  I think he would probably go to the five people and try to . . . nicely ask if he 
could possibly have the seat because he has to get to this meeting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so Mr. Politeness. 
 
KAREN:  Yes. 
 
SANDEE:  I think he would negotiate.  I think he would tell them there’s a . . . situation 
in trying to go to this place. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Who else?  What do you think, Rick? 
 
RICK:  He probably would negotiate . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s going to be a negotiator.  Okay.  Anybody else see it differently?  
What’s Mitt Romney going to do, sixth person in line?  Yes. 
 
KEN:  For each person he needs to talk to, he’ll change his story as to why he needs to 
get there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So he’ll use a different form of, okay. 
 
MAN:  Negotiating. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else? 
 
JANICE:  I’d say he’s a negotiator.  That’s what came to mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  So that’s good.  Anybody else want to add to something 
there?  Barack Obama, sixth person in line, what’s he going to do?  Let me start out 
with Julian.  What do you think he’ll do? 
 
JULIAN:  I think he’ll negotiate his way on the the plane 
 
MODERATOR:  He’ll negotiate as well.  Okay.  How will he negotiate? 
 
JULIAN:  I don’t think he’ll talk to every, to all five people.  I think he’ll go to the first one, 
the first person in line. 
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MODERATOR:  So he’ll say, gee, exchange with me. 
 
JULIAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, got it.  Rick? 
 
RICK:  I think he would ask and talk to each person and simply ask them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else? 
 
RICK:  Just make a  request. 
 
SANDEE:  I think he would sweet talk.  I mean, I think people would fall for his manner. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So Sandee says he’ll sweet talk them.  What’s going to happen, 
Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I think it would be well mannered, he will come and ask if he can sit there 
before negotiating. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
WOMAN:  I think he would charm them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Charm them, okay.  Anybody else? 
 
ROBERT:  I think he would address them as a group. 
 
MODERATOR:  Address them as a group, okay.  Anybody else?  But it’s some manner 
of persuasion that he would do, and it will be done by orally doing this.  Okay.  John 
McCain, sixth in line, one seat left, critical meeting he’s got to get to, what’s he doing to 
do?  Dennis, what’s he going to do, John McCain? 
 
DENNIS:  I’ll pass on that one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s he going to do, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I think he’d move to the head of the line and go to the guy at the desk. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Meaning what? 
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TRACY:  Meaning he doesn’t have time for, you know, all these people, he’s got a job 
to do, and he finds the best way to do it and get it done, and hopefully, you know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  You know, kind of along the same lines, I think he’d have a shit fit.  I’ll bet he 
gets crazy in line, you know. 
 
RICK:  I think he’d simply take a seat and have his people work out the details. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay. 
 
JOHN:  I think he’d bump them off the airplane. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, okay, anybody else?  Did you want to . . . 
 
KEN:  Pretty much the same thing everybody else, but . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  John Edwards?  Yeah? 
 
JANICE:  He’ll pay them. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’ll pay them, okay.  So it’s money for your seats.  Money talks, okay. 
 
ROBERT:  You know, I thought about what could I do for you personally to get me on 
that plane? 
 
JOHN:  Make a campaign promise. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
KAREN:  I think he’s go to the very first person and, you know, get it done right away. 
 
MODERATOR:  How? 
 
KAREN:  By negotiating during . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else? 
 
KAREN:  Trading. 
 
KEN:  Turn on the Southern charm. 
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MODERATOR:  Turn on the Southern charm.  Rudy Giuliani, one seat on the plan, 
Rudy’s in sixth . . . 
 
JULIAN:  I don’t think he’d be in line. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
JULAIN:  I don’t think he’d be in line.  I don’t even think he would stand in line. 
 
MODERATOR:  So what would happen? 
 
JULAIN:  Rudy, Rudy would get on the plane.  By any means necessary, he’s on the 
plane. 
 
MODERATOR:  How? 
 
JULIAN:  Because I’m from New York, and so he’d talk to, he’d probably have to speak 
to the pilot, and the captain, and everybody else because he’s Rudy Giuliani, and so I 
don’t need to stand in line. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s going to happen, Fay? 
 
FAY:  He’s going to push his way to the front of the line and take the first seat. 
 
MODERATOR:  In a nice way, bad way, whatever? 
 
FAY:  No.  He’s just going to, he’s not gonna negotiate . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  I think he’s smile and wave as he walked by, but . . . ask him if he could.   
 
KAREN: In fact, I think he’d go right to the clerk. 
 
JOHN:  And be abrupt.  He would be abrupt. 
 
SUSANA:  I feel the same way, abrupt. 
 
ROBERT:  I think it’s . . .  
 
KEN:  I think he’d just mention 9/11 . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Hillary Clinton, what’s going to happen?  What’s going to, let me 
ask Dennis, what’s going to happen? 
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DENNIS:  She’d probably tell them the flight’s canceled or whatever. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  Well, I pass on that one. 
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  I think she’d get on the plane in one way or another.  I’m not sure how. 
 
KAREN:  Yeah, I think she would shove her way to the front. 
 
MODERATOR:  Shove her way to the front. 
 
KAREN:  Because she’s Hillary Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
RICK:  Yeah, I think she’d, again, she’d have the seat, and her people would handle the 
details . . . 
 
SANDEE:  I think she would be assertive, but in a nice way. 
 
MODERATOR:  A nice assertiveness, okay.  Janice? 
 
SANDEE:  That would be a good quality. 
 
MODERATOR:  A good quality.  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I think that she would probably get on the plane and because she would say 
I’m, you know, Hillary Clinton and I’m important. 
 
KEN:  I think she would be polite about it.  I think she’d be assertive and strong about it 
but I also think she’d be polite. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Fay? 
 
FAY:  I think she’d have her Secret Service get her the first seat on the plane. 
 
MODERATOR:  Secret Service would have her the first seat on the plane.  Okay.  
Anybody else have a point of view on any of these?  Who would you respect most at the 
end of the day, write it down, and the way in which they handled it?  Who would you 
respect the most out of these six people?  Okay.  What did you say? 
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JULIAN:  Probably Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many said Barack Obama, I’d respect the most?  Why does 
everybody respect him the most?  Why, the way in which he got on the plane? 
 
TRACY:  Because he would treat people the way I’d want to be treated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why, John? 
 
JOHN:  That was basically the same reason.  I think he’d be courteous and reasonable, 
but still get on the airplane. 
 
FAY:  I think he’d be respectful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who said Rudy Giuliani? 
 
ROBERT:  I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why? 
 
ROBERT:  Because I think he would just be more friendly and coordinate better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I think he’s make better use of his time.  He’d just get it done.  He wouldn’t be 
dillydallying around. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let me just do this.  Here are a whole bunch of different 
things that we associate with being the President of the United States.  They have to 
work with Congress to pass legislation.  You got to provide an agenda and get it 
accomplished.  You have to appoint good people.  You have to keep the economy 
sound.  You’ve got to be Commander in Chief, and effective administrator.  You have to 
deal with diplomatic issues and foreign government. 

You have to have, work with business, labor, all of the various interest groups.  
You have to have a vision for the country.  You have to deal with the press.  You have 
to be a leader who sees the country through crisis.  And you have to handle all the 
public ceremonial things.  Those are a whole bunch of things.  There may be other 
things that you think of, but those are different things.  If Rudy Giuliani were President, 
which of these things would he do the best?  What would make him a good President, in 
what area? 
 
MAN:  He would be a leader, a good leader through a crisis. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, leader through crisis.  Okay.  Other people? 
 
KAREN:  Dealing with the press. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dealing with the press.  Anybody else have a feeling of what makes 
Rudy Giuliani . . . 
 
ROBERT:  I think he would work with Congress to pass legislation. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You think he’d be good. 
 
ROBERT:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  So give me a quick viewpoint of what kind of President Rudy Giuliani is 
going to be in your opinion.  Okay.  What kind of President, Susana, do you think Rudy 
Giuliani’s going to be? 
 
SUSANA:  I think he going to be a leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
SUSANA:  Through the crisis, he would do the same like 9/11, and that’s the only thing 
that I would see. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup, okay.  John? 
 
JOHN:  I just am concerned that I think he was very dynamic during 9/11, but I just don’t 
see him as a leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others?  Yeah, Ken. 
 
KEN:  I only ever heard about his horrible temper, so that could, like working with 
Congress, really is going to be difficult for him unless he’s got a strong advising group 
behind him and a strong group working with him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Others?  What about John McCain, what kind of President, where is he 
going to excel?  What is he going to be the best? 
 
RICK:  He’s a senator, so, and he’s been in the Senate forever, so I’m sure, number 
one, he’d be pretty good at it and he was a military guy so he’d be a great Commander 
in Chief. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good Commander in Chief.  How many agree?  Okay, basic 
agreement around the table.  And what was the second thing you were going to say? 
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MAN:  Working with Congress to pass legislation. 
 
MODERATOR:  Working with Congress, how many think he’d be good at that?  Okay, a 
lot of people think both of those.  Anything else that John McCain would be particularly 
good at? 
 
SUSANA:  I think he’ll be good in dealing with the press. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, dealing with the press. 
 
SUSANA:  Dealing with the press, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Okay.  And tell me when it comes to Mitt 
Romney, where would he be a good President?  What would make him good?  Yup. 
 
KEN:  Working with business and labor groups. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, working with various business and labor groups.  Okay.  
Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  He’d be an effective administrator. 
 
MAN:  Yeah, I was going to say effective administrator. 
 
KAREN:  Appointing good people to the departments. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Okay.  How about Hillary Clinton, where 
would she be good as President?  Where would she excel?  You don’t have to 
necessarily like her, but you’d say she’d be a good President in this area or that area. 
 
ROBERT:  Probably in a public and ceremonial . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
KEN:  I think providing an agenda and accomplishing it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many agree at providing an agenda and accomplishing it, 
that she’d be good?  I’ve got sort of five, six people in agreement on that.  What else? 
 
SANDEE:  I think she would provide a vision for the country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How about a vision for the country?  Okay.  Anything else that 
she’d be good at?  Yes, Ken. 
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KEN:  I think she’d be really good with dealing with diplomatic issues with foreign 
governments. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, diplomatic issues and foreign governments.  Yeah, some agree 
with definitely there.  Okay.  John Edwards, where would he excel?  Where would he be 
good? 
 
JANICE:  Keeping the economy sound. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, keeping the economy sound. 
 
JANICE:  Working with business and labor groups. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, working with business and labor groups.  What else? 
 
ROBERT:  Dealing with the press, I guess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dealing with the press, okay.  Anything else he’d be good at? 
 
MAN:  He’d be good at public and ceremonial… 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, public and ceremonial duties. 
 
MAN:  He takes a good photo 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good for, you know, there’s been a lot of sort of semi-smirking 
around here, you know, on this.  What does that all come out of?  Help me to 
understand, you know, he’d be good in sort of ceremonial duties. 
 
JANICE:  He scares me.  He scares me because he is the, he’s too, he’s just, is just too 
pretty and too, he just, I don’t know, he sneaks, sneaks, I don’t know, he’s sneaky to 
me.  I just don’t . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Why sneaky? 
 
JANICE:  He, I don’t really, it just, the perception, it’s like he’s fake, like he’s got like 
something else going on behind that pretty face. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who wants to take her on?  And first of all, who agrees, and who would 
agree where Janice is coming from? 
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KAREN:  That kind of agree 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’ve got, Susana, Tracy, and Sandee, and Karen kind of agrees, 
all females. 
 
SANDEE:  I think he’s like Ken in the Ken and Barbie dolls, you know, in the way he’s 
well groomed, and, you know, one of the beautiful people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  And he seems plastic to me, period.  I don’t really feel like I know the real 
person. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything you want to add? 
 
KAREN:  Just that he is a high-profile litigation attorney, and that’s where he made all 
his money.  And since I work for lawyers, I sometimes can see through all that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susana, you. . . 
 
SUSANA:  I don’t think if anybody really knew him or talk an issue with the wife that she 
have cancer, all of a sudden he took advantage of that and used it for himself, like, you 
know, I just see him like a snake. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let’s go, Barack Obama, where would he be good? 
 
WOMAN:  He’s young, but I guess he might be back to the minister. 
 
SUSANA:  And . . . diplomatic issues. 
 
MAN:  Providing a vision for the country. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, I’m sort of getting, I mean, with others . . . 
 
WOMAN:  He’s young. 
 
MODERATOR:  Others, I mean, tell me what’s happening here?  I mean, I have a lot of 
hands up, boy, I’m really interested, I like him, I’d like to know more, I’d vote for him, I’d 
like to see him.  And then I come up with a list of different things.  And why you may or 
may not like various candidates, you have a sense of what they would be.  What 
happens in terms of Barack Obama?  Why can’t I get a real sense? 
 
RICK:  He’s the person we, sixth on that list, on that last page. He’s the person . . . least 
about a free pass was negotiating with the people because we had, already had 
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opinions about the other five, so I gave him the benefit of the doubt.  We really don’t 
know all that much about him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah.  Others?  Dennis, did you want to add, or was it . . . 
yeah? 
 
ROBERT:  I was thinking as a lack of outstanding like track record.  He seems to like 
middle of the road, never, nothing, no main issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
KEN:  I was going to say lack of experience.  I mean, he had two years in the State 
Senate, and then he got his seat through a hard fought election, don’t get me wrong.  I 
could be wrong, but I just don’t see experience, and I need experience, especially with 
Commander in Chief, especially with diplomatic issues and foreign governments 
because I see foreign policy is a major issue for the 2008 election. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others?  Something, just out of interest, in terms of winning 
your trust, who has the furthest distance to go that they’ll be the next President of the 
United States?  And you may or may not vote for him, but in terms of winning your trust, 
who has the furthest to go?  Write it down.  The next President of the United States, you 
may or may not vote for him, but, you know, we don’t always get the President we want.  
Okay.  Dennis, who has the furthest to go? 
 
DENNIS:  Clinton. 
 
ROBERT:  Hillary Clinton. 
 
KEN:  Rudy Giuliani. 
 
FAY:  Clinton. 
 
JULIAN:  Rudy Giuliani. 
 
JANICE:  Clinton. 
 
SANDEE:  Edwards. 
 
TRACY:  Clinton. 
 
RICK:  Clinton. 
 
KAREN:  I put down Hillary, although she’s already lost the trust and, you know . . . 
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SUSANA:  Edwards. 
 
JOHN:  Giuliani. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, and just so I can understand one thing, what’s, I mean, what is 
the short, or, I mean, the problem with Hillary Clinton that seems to have everybody sort 
of backing off?  I mean, Fay, you’re a Democrat, right, and you voted for, did you vote 
for Bill Clinton when he ran? 
 
FAY:  Yes, I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you voted for Kerry and for . . . 
 
FAY:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I don’t know about whoever else may and may have voted for, 
how many people voted for Bill Clinton?  One, two, three, four here.  What’s the problem 
with Hillary Clinton?  What don’t I understand? 
 
KAREN:  I think she’s running on the coattails of her husband. 
 
MODERATOR:  And is that a problem? 
 
KAREN:  Yes, it is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
KAREN:  Because no one liked him.  He was, he was, you couldn’t trust him.  He was a 
creep, like I said earlier. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy? 
 
TRACY: It’s just intuition.  There’s a coldness about her, and she has no femininity to, 
you know, I’d love to have a woman in there, but I don’t know.  She doesn’t seem like 
one. 
 
SANDEE:  We don’t even know that Clinton, we don’t, we had Bush, we had Clinton, 
we have Bush.  You know, Bush/Clinton-ed out, I mean, I don’t need Bushes and 
Clinton running my life anymore.  I mean, I love Bush.  Clinton, I did not love.  But, you 
know, I want a new, fresh something.  And so for me, she’s totally out because I can’t, I 
can’t trust her for one, and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robert, let me hear from you. 
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ROBERT:  I put Hillary because I think she has a power or a control problem.  I think 
that if she ever got elected, there would be hell to pay in Washington for when her 
husband was President.  There was a lot of stuff going on there behind the scenes, and 
if she showed up eight years later as President, I think Washington would just tear itself 
apart. 
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  I think there’s a fear, at least for me, that Bill Clinton would have much more 
influence in the Administration than he should have. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody else feel that? 
 
JANICE:  Yes, I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bill Clinton would have, and, I mean, I sort of remember that, you 
know, what’s the effect of Bill Clinton being Hillary Clinton’s spouse?  What’s the effect 
in terms of you as voters? 
 
JANICE:  Clinton is back in the White House. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s what Janice says.  Tracy?  Did you vote for Bill Clinton? 
 
TRACY:  No, I didn’t. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, neither ’92 or ’96, okay.  Yup, okay.  And did you vote for either 
Kerry or Gore? 
 
TRACY:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so you voted straight Republican. 
 
TRACY:  Yes, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what’s your fear or concern about Hillary in terms of her 
and Bill . . . 
 
TRACY:  Well, I feel like a lot of people do that the only reason she’s on the ticket is 
because she’s well known from being the President’s wife.  And I think she’s very 
controlling.  I think that, even as . . . was saying, if she did win for Presidency, I don’t 
think she would give ‘em any. I don’t think she would, she may listen to too many 
people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susana? 
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SUSANA:  I think she had a plan since the Clinton having the affair to become 
President, and I think this is the reason why she played that role.  They always felt that 
when she wanted to become the President since she was Clinton wife.  I don’t know 
why. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis, anything to add here? 
 
DENNIS:  Not really.  I mean, I totally agree with what I heard, the stances she’s on, but 
she comes off as cold and kind of conniving, and I wished she’d almost warm up and be 
a little more charismatic as getting in front of the press and everything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And tell me one other thing.  Out of all these candidates, you 
can choose one candidate, who’s the safest choice?  I mean, we don’t know all the 
things that are going to happen in the next four years.  Write down on a piece of paper, 
on the piece you have in front of you, who would be the safest choice to have as 
President?  I don’t mean, you know, when, this person would be the best, this person, it 
is who do you feel would be the safest choice for America for the next four years, not 
knowing anything that we know about the future, not taking anything else?  Who’s the 
safest choice, Ken? 
 
KEN:  John Edwards. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say John Edwards, the safest choice?  Okay.  I don’t have 
any others.  How about, what’s your choice, Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  Rudy Giuliani. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say Rudy Giuliani is the safest choice for America?  One, 
two, three, four.  Four people say Giuliani.  What’s your choice? 
 
JANICE:  John McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say John McCain’s the safest choice for America?  Fay, 
Robert, Rick, and Janice.  Okay.  Anybody else?  John? 
 
JOHN:  Mitt Romney. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mitt Romney, two Mitt Romney’s.  Okay, good.  Anybody else? 
 
JULIAN:  I think Obama would be safe. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else think Obama?  Okay.  Quick things, I’ve got two, 
a couple areas I’d like to cover very quickly.  One, here are some just shortcomings that 
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have been raised about other candidates.  We talked about Hillary Clinton.  Rudy 
Giuliani, pro-choice, has been supportive of, on human rights issues, regarding gays 
and lesbians, pro-gun control, etc.  Does that cause anybody any problems, any difficult 
on that?  Janice, not a problem.  Why? 
 
JANICE:  Not a problem because it’s important, I think, that as they’re good standards 
and good morals. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So the fact that he’s pro-choice on the issue of abortion is okay 
with you, and, okay.  Tracy, any effect on you? 
 
TRACY:  No, not at all. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rick? 
 
RICK:  I say no.  I’m okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you hesitated, you held back, why? 
 
RICK:  I didn’t realize he was pro-gun control.  I don’t know how pro, how strong he 
feels about that.  Again, he’s kind of, to me, backed off from 9/11, and I don’t pay much 
attention to it.  I hear what you’re saying, but I would have investigate that before . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Karen? 
 
KAREN:  I’m okay with those. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And the reason I’m okay? 
 
KAREN:  Because I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  I’m okay with this if the people . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mitt Romney, anybody realize that he’s been switching his 
positions on issues from one sert of issues that he, or one set of stands he had in 
Massachusetts to now that things in terms of running for President on the issue of 
abortion, on the issue of immigration, and other issues?  Anybody troubled and 
bothered by those changes?  Why, Janice, why? 
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JANICE:  Because I don’t like wavering.  I think that when you do it for electability, I 
don’t think that’s a good idea.  I mean, you need to state, you know, you need to have 
an opinion and stick with it, you know I don’t like people that change opinions like the 
wind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cause anybody else any problems?  Okay.  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I think those are vital issues.  They’re very important issues that either you 
believe on them from the beginning, but you change your mind.  You can’t change your 
mind in the other seats, you know, but how do you feel about this, abortion, the gun law, 
and everything.  You have to be strong and say I oppose it from the beginning. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  Yeah, if I’m voting for somebody, and they make certain statements, I don’t 
want them to get to the Presidency and then change that because then my vote didn’t 
really count. 
 
MODERATOR:  So Mitt Romney becomes less attractive to you as a candidate? 
 
TRACY:  Yes, if he flip-flops like that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Rick, any problem? 
 
RICK:  Again, I have not followed him that closely.  I don’t know where he did the flip-
flop. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Barack Obama, you raised it, a question of experience, a little 
bit in the State Senate, a few years in the United States Senate, does that cause 
anybody difficulty?  The fact that he’s African-American, is that going to be a difficulty?  
How about experience, is that a problem? 
 
MAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many say problem with . . . 
 
JANICE:  Experience is a problem. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  A lot of questions about his experience, why?  Tell me what’s 
going on here, Fay. 
 
FAY:  He seems young.  We’ve known about him for three or four years in the . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Public life. 
 
FAY:  . . . public life, and I just haven’t seen enough about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ken? 
 
KEN:  I think he’s, I think he could be a really strong leader.  I just don’t really know 
about him, and I don’t think he’s taken any legislative stands.  I haven’t seen any work 
within Congress, in the Senate, where he’s really like taken the lead on an issue.  And 
he seems to be holding on to the fact that he didn’t vote for the Iraq War.  That’s his 
main, you know tenet or whatever you want to call. 
 
MODERATOR:  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  At this point in time, I couldn’t name one thing politically he’s done that 
makes him stand out from anybody else. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  He has the most potential out of all the, yeah, all the candidates, but he is 
that question mark.  He’s a mystery of what is he going to do? 
 
MODERATOR:  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I think he has been strong from the beginning, but he never agreed with the 
war in Iraq.  He maintained that from the beginning, but I don’t think we know that much 
about him. 
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  I would say the same thing.  I’m thrilled that voted against the war, but I would 
like to know more about him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And tell me what your reservations or problems in terms of what 
you know at this stage of the game, I mean, if you were to look a certain, eliminate the 
Republicans for the moment, talk to the Independents and Democrats, but if you knew 
that Edwards, Clinton, and Obama were your three candidates, how would you react?  
What would you do, Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  Well, just look at that for a second, I think Obama would be great maybe in 
eight years or in the future, but not right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you would, if you had the three candidates as your choice, you 
would be most likely to lean to? 
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SANDEE:  Hillary.  I think it’s a big problem that she’s, you know, I don’t know if it’s a 
problem, but the fact that she’s a woman, I think people have a lot of trepidation about 
that.  And, you know, maybe somebody there, you know, that would even keep them 
from voting because it’s a woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Where would you be? 
 
JULIAN:  I’m still with Obama.  I think that we’ve voted for experience in the past, and 
that has not proven out to be well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Fay? 
 
FAY:  So the choices are Edwards, Hillary, and Obama.  I think I would go with Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  So all you’re against Hillary, and all your reservations . . . 
 
FAY:  Well, if those are my three choices. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And so when it comes down to it, so the question is why Hillary 
when it all comes down to it?  Because if anybody else were watching tonight, they 
would say, well, Fay just said nine things she didn’t like about Senator Clinton, and all of 
a sudden, it narrows down, she says, yeah, I would go . . . 
 
FAY:  Well, she has experience.  I like that she’s a woman.  My concern with her is that 
she seems shrill, and I’m just not sure.  I think she’s very divisive.  That’s my problem 
with Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Um-hum, but given the choices, you would end up with her because? 
 
FAY:  Because of the three, she’s my preferred candidate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken, we know where you are.  You would be with Senator 
Clinton.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  I would probably say if, Obama is acting kind of like the Independent for the 
Democratic Party.  He’s trolling off votes.  If he were to drop out, I think Edwards, it 
would be a horse race between Edwards and Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, I’m just interested in your point of view. 
 
ROBERT:  Oh. 
 
MODERATOR:  What would you do? 
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ROBERT:  I don’t know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And did you vote for Bush in ’04? 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah, I voted for Bush. 
 
MODERATOR:  And in 2000? 
 
ROBERT:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  So both times? 
 
ROBERT:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And would you be more leaning to the Democrats or the 
Republicans this coming year? 
 
ROBERT:  Probably Republican. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Obama because? 
 
DENNIS:  Just again the potential that he has, the charismatic leadership qualities, I 
mean, he somewhat is along the same lines of Clinton in the beliefs page with the . . . 
as far as I know, as far as I’ve researched.  But I kind of like he is charismatic . . . I like 
the respectability he has. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  Obama.  I want to give him a chance. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you’d give him a chance over Senator Clinton? 
 
SUSANA:  Because he was, he stick with the war in Iraq issue.  It’s more than I first 
liked the other ones doing.  The other ones, I don’t really, I think they change with the 
wind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  Okay.  John, your . . . 
 
JOHN:  I would have to go along, I think, with Obama simply because I think he has, 
maybe he’s a little bit more of a visionary than the other two.  And, you know, his stance 
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on the war certainly is a big factor for me, and also the fact that he would represent a 
real change, I think.  Obviously at this point, he’s unknown, but if I had to vote today. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Most important issue facing the country is in your point or from 
your point of view?  What would be the priorities and goals that you’d like to see over 
the next three to five years, biggest change you’d like to see in the country?  Anybody, 
just . . . 
 
JANICE:  Well, I think the war in Iraq is the biggest issue right now, but I don’t think that 
the answer is to pull out.  I think that to do that would be a big mistake, and that’s what 
scares me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Goals, issues, objectives for the next three to five years, who 
wants to, Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  There has to be a strategy about Iraq.  What, are we just going to stay over 
there ad infinitum, or what is the exit strategy for Iraq? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
FAY:  We need a stronger energy policy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, in energy.  Okay, energy policy.  What else is important? 
 
KAREN:  Education is an important issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, education. 
 
KAREN:  It’s going by the wayside. 
 
MODERATOR:  Energy, Iraq, what else? 
 
WOMAN:  Immigration. 
 
MAN:  Follow through on immigration. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . immigration, a lot of immigration.  What do you want done, 
Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  I want these people to be here legally. 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you want, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  The exact same thing, the immigration. 
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RICK:  Just enforce the law. 
 
TRACY:  Right. 
 
RICK:  That’s all. 
 
TRACY:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And what does that mean to you, Karen, here legally? 
 
KAREN:  Well, like we said before, the United States of America is the best country to 
live, and everyone wants to live here.  But if you want to come here, you have to go 
through the right steps to get in. 
 
MODERATOR:  And would you give these people, these illegal immigrants amnesty? 
 
KAREN:  Would I? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes. 
 
KAREN:  The ones that are here already you mean? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup. 
 
KAREN:  Not necessarily.  I don’t know what exactly to do about it, but there’s so many 
that are here already. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What would you do, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I don’t know.  I think you have to look at them as individuals too and see how 
much they’ve accomplished while they’ve been here, you know, adding towards society 
or taking from it, you know, or it’s a hard choice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Rick? 
 
RICK:  Well, they’re here, become legal.  I mean, they’re already here, just . . . 
wherever you go and make it happen.  It’s not that difficult, it seems to me, they’d rather 
not, which I don’t understand. functioning . . . the whole idea of making them legal is 
turning them into a tax base to pay for their own services.  The hospitalization, the 
education, medical, if they’re legal, they can be taxed.  And that’s what we’re trying to 
do now, but it’s a big, the problem is are they going to be able to go through with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you see it more as a tax issue, the three of you, more than . . . 
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RICK:  Yeah, paying for their services. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
RICK:  Contributing for . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you see in this, Janice? 
 
JANICE:  The fact that . . .  
 
RICK:  Not just that, I mean, probably everybody here is a descendant of an immigrant.  
Frankly, we were all processed properly, and here we are, you know, just, well, why, 
what happened, why did it break? 
 
KAREN:  You can’t get a free ride. 
 
RICK:  Why did it break? 
 
MODERATOR:  Can’t get a free ride. 
 
RICK:  I think this issue is sort of a privilege and not a right, and so I really think going 
through the main steps is a big process, but I think that, those steps need to be 
revamped and kind of streamlined a little bit, and something needs to be done.  There 
needs to be money more than just building walls along the Texas border with Mexico.  
There needs to be some real strong legislation to fix that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I would like to see that they would, they’re becoming citizens . . . and it 
would be a set amount of fees.  I have seen people, they pay $30,000, $40,000.  I’ll see 
people that pay $300.  I seen the attorneys and taking advantage of all these people, 
and they didn’t show . . . don’t become citizens. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Others?  John, anything here? 
 
JOHN:  No.  I mean, they’re here.  They’re a big part of our economy, and there ought 
to be a way to legitimize them, they’re being here as residents. 
 
MODERATOR:  And if there are two sets of candidates, one who’s really saying that 
they need to go to the back of the line, they need to, they need to go back to their 
country, come in certain, start the process all over again . . . and the other is the 
Immigration Bill, which is supported by others, which said there’s going to be a set 
procedure, which is going to allow them to become citizens over a number of years, 
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which I think is somewhere in excess of ten, if I’m right.  Does one set of principles 
appeal to you more than the other, or one is obviously a harsher view, one is a more 
lenient view.  Do people have a point of view on that in terms of the, one’s tougher, 
one’s a little more lenient?  Yeah? 
 
ROBERT:  I like the little bit tougher viewpoint.  Sending them back to their country 
sometimes doesn’t always work.  I think if we had a certain time period for them to get 
registered, I mean a short time period, you get in, you’re registered, and then follow up 
with the paperwork later, I think, and then it might put a good halt to the free flow of 
immigration. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Anybody have a point of view?  If somebody comes out very 
tough, very harsh against the immigration process and really wants to toughen it up, 
how many would say that’s a person I could be in favor of, be supportive of? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
JULIAN:  Tough, did you say tough? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, tough. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let me get a sense in terms of the war, in terms of the war 
in Iraq.  Does anybody have a particular point of view?  Janice was saying a pullout 
would be a bad idea. 
 
JANICE:  At least not setting a date.  I don’t think that we should have a date that’s 
known by everybody what our plan’s going to be because, I mean, you have to trust, 
that’s why being an honest President, we need to trust them.  They know what’s going 
on. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Julian would say, I think you used the word ad infinitum to be there 
forever, is that . . . 
 
JULIAN:  Yeah, we don’t want to be there forever, at least a strategy, if you all have a 
date, at least some strategy would be important. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Other, where, I mean, these are sort of different points.  Where 
are people on this?  Where are you, Fay? 
 
FAY:  I think it’s time to get out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Just pull out completely? 
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FAY:  Well, maybe we need to keep a small peacekeeping force, but I think overall, it’s 
time to leave.  There’s no way to fix the sectarian divisions in that country.  We’re foolish 
to think that we could ever fix that country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  I’m for pulling out, but I’m hesitant to put a timeframe on it.  I just, I’m not sure I 
kind of agree with what Janice said.  I’m not sure if announcing it to the world is the best 
idea, but as someone who’s prime for a draft age, and I can speak to Tracy and her 
sons, it’s, it really, really worries me that if this doesn’t start to turn around, that 
something’s going to be done.  And the trend seems to be sending more troops, 
sending more troops.  We don’t really have any more troops, so where are we going to 
pull them from my generation, and that really worries me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah, apparently, a democracy doesn’t work that well in that part of the 
world.  That country is broken up into tribes, and it’s going to stay that way for quite a 
while.  And I think, unfortunately, we will pull out . . . 
 
WOMAN:  . . . knows lives were lost in every other war.  That’s the price of freedom. 
 
MODERATOR:  Richard? 
 
RICK:  Well, it’s not going to become the 51st state, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And I think that’s a fair prediction. 
 
RICK:  Yeah.  And I don’t think we will be there all that much longer.  What I’m curious 
is are they going to make it, you know, three separate countries?  I’m real curious as to 
how this thing is going to evolve, and it’s not going to require, at least, well, certainly, if 
we do pull out, we’re going to have to go back in.  I am concerned with what will happen 
if we pull out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I say pull out.  I don’t see anything, I don’t see how this thing this long has 
improved the country.  It’s complete chaos every time you see any newsreel.  I’m just 
worried about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sandee? 
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SANDEE:  Well, I think this is a continuation of how the war started.  There was no 
plan, and there still is no plan.  And I think at the time, that a plan was implemented so 
that we can move on.  And I think, you know, there’s a scarcity of troops.  There’s a 
scarcity of money.  We can support our troops, but I don’t think we have to support the 
war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody here been personally touched by Iraq, meaning somebody 
that they personally know has either been killed or injured?  Two people, okay.  And 
does anybody know anybody that’s serving?  Several people know somebody that is 
serving.  Okay.  And what do you hope the next President will take away from the war in 
Iraq?  Yup, Rick. 
 
RICK:  Don’t be so quick to jump into the middle east with both feet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  You can’t always solve problems with a gun, and sometimes diplomacy needs a 
chance. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else, lesson?  Tell me one thing.  You know, we talked 
about different people’s shortcomings.  John McCain has been a major supporter of our 
policy in Iraq or at least the importance of staying there, being totally involved.  Is that a 
shortcoming or a liability?  Would anybody say that makes it hard to support John 
McCain for President?  For John, it is.  Does anybody else say that his position in Iraq 
would make it hard for me to support John, McCain?  Raise your hand if you feel that.  
Okay, so we have two, four, six, seven, eight.  Okay.  And the reason, Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  The reason why I would like a new President is to get out of this war and get 
out of it quickly.  And I think that he would have, President Bush, you know, thinking the 
same thing that we need a long-term pullout, and I’m not sure that he would move as 
quickly as I want 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Susana? 
 
SUSANA:  I think that I don’t trust him.  After he supporting the war in Iraq and going 
there and giving me a different picture, when I go to Latin America and I see CNN, they 
show completely totally different pictures than what they show here about the war in 
Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask two other quick questions and then an exit question, 
and that is, first question, what do you think about terrorism?  How much is that 
concerning you?  How much is that part of the equation for 2008, the issue of terrorism?  
How much of an issue, is it, Robert? 
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ROBERT:  It’s going to be about 20%. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so it’s a concern to you. 
 
ROBERT:  It’s a concern, not a major concern, because it seems to be somewhat under 
control, domestic terrorism . . . of the war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And so it’s some concern. 
 
ROBERT:  Yeah, there was a little incident in New Jersey, I think in New Jersey, last 
week, but they caught them, and they’ve been catching them, and it hasn’t been a major 
problem since 9/11. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Rick, how much of a concern? 
 
RICK:  You know, that’s going to happen again.  I don’t know where, when, to what 
degree, but it just is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy, how much of a concern? 
 
TRACY:  It’s a big concern, and I think that the next President needs to keep on top of 
it, and, you know, keep checking the airports, and doing whatever it takes to keep it 
safe, and not letting it go. 
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  Yeah, it’s a concern to me.  I think that we’ve lost our focus, and I think that we 
really need to spend our money securing this country. 
 
MODERATOR:  If a candidate has strong credentials in the area of terrorism, law and 
order, how important will that be in looking at that candidate for President?  Dennis? 
 
DENNIS:  Not very important because as long he can appoint someone, a cabinet 
where someone, cabinet members that have strong credentials, that’s all I’m looking for. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  How about for you, Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I think it’s a number one important.  I think we need somebody that’s going to 
protect us and somebody that’s going to be looking into all that and making sure that 
we’re safe because it is going to happen.  And inside terrorism and outside terrorism, 
we have it right here, you know, I mean, that goes back to the whole, you know, God 
thing.  I mean, I just think, you know, we need God. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sandee? 
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SANDEE:  It would not be that terribly important. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Karen? 
KAREN:  Definitely important.  I know someone who died in the Pentagon on 9/11, and 
it’s very important to me.  I think again it will happen. 
 
MODERATOR:  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  It would be important to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Close out at this stage, we’ll go around the table.  Susana, you 
get to be first up, and I’ll go counterclockwise.  Okay? 
 
SUSANA:  Okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  Here’s the question.  What’s the most important thing that you learned 
tonight that made you think about the election differently or about the candidates 
differently? 
 
SUSANA:  Leadership, the amount of leadership that this President needs to have and 
what the qualities that he needs to have for me to focus on him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, most important thing that you learned that shapes your 
thinking about the candidates and the election for 2008? 
 
DENNIS:  Gee, I’m just . . . the fact that just the charisma that I want a candidate to 
have. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Robert? 
 
ROBERT:  To be honest with you, for all the discussion we’ve had, for lack of 
substance that I actually is there for some of these candidates. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ken? 
 
KEN:  Yeah, I’d probably go along with that.  I’d also say that I’ve learned that people, 
that people would be more interested in like voting for a certain candidate regardless of 
the Party if they saw that candidate as really viable in the prosess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fay? 
 
FAY:  It’s so early in the process, it’s so hard to decide.  I think we need to see a lot 
more substance in these candidates. 
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MODERATOR:  Julian? 
 
JULIAN:  Even though there seems to be a lack of substance, what I’ve heard and 
learned about the table, there needs just to be an appeal to a common individual. 
 
MODERATOR:  Janice? 
 
JANICE:  I just, I was surprised to know that there so many Hillary supporters 
 
MODERATOR:  Sandee? 
 
SANDEE:  Well, I’ve gotten a different perspective and see that there’s a lot of . . . that’s 
involved in the candidates. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tracy? 
 
TRACY:  I’m surprised a lot of the people feel the same way I do.  I also, I didn’t really, I 
figure I have more time before the election, so I really hadn’t thought that deeply into it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Into . . . 
 
TRACY:  And to know that I walk away with a stronger sense of what I want. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rick? 
 
RICK:  To be honest, I’m encouraged that a lot of people feel like I do.  It’s so early, and 
there’s so much to be learned . . . time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Karen? 
 
KAREN:  I just try to be very open-minded tonight and listen to everyone’s view, and I 
think that helps in the overall process. 
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  I would agree with that.  I think it’s really great to be able to listen to other 
people and how convinced they are of their point of view, as I am of mine, and it’s nice 
to know that we can do that here.  That’s what makes this country great. 
 
MODERATOR:  Last message, you can send a message that you want to tell the 
candidates as they seek your vote, one message that you can, and it’s not one 
candidate, it’s all the candidates, any one message that you want to be able to tell them.  
I’ll start with Janice, and we’ll go counterclockwise. 
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JANICE:  Be honest and keep me safe. 
 
SANDEE:  Relate to your constituency better. 
 
TRACY:  Be honest and be a strong leader. 
 
RICK:  You know, put the nation first. 
 
KAREN:  Keep us free, keep freedom. 
 
JOHN:  Be respectful of the voters and people. 
 
SUSANA:  Be humble. 
 
DENNIS:  Get out of Iraq. 
 
ROBERT:  Make the system work better. 
 
KEN:  Be genuine. 
 
FAY:  I want to see honesty and sincerity, and I want to see someone who can bring us 
together. 
 
JULIAN:  It’s not about you. 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s not about you.  Well, it is about you.  You’ve done a great job.  
Thank you all very, very much.  I want to say on behalf of the Annenberg Center for 
Public Policy Center and the University of Pennsylvania how much we appreciate your 
help, your insights, and your ideas.  This is the beginning of a long, long process.  
You’ve brought an awful lot to this discussion tonight.  Thank you all very, very much.  
Have a great night.  Thank you all.  You can leave your papers right there.  And I thank 
you.  This is great.  Thank you very much. 
 


