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MODERATOR:  We're going to go around, introduce ourselves.  If you can just give me 
your name, your first name's fine.  Tell me your occupation, tell me what you do, and in 
your lifetime, do you have a political hero, somebody that you really admire.  So let's 
start it off.  Richard, welcome.  Thank you very much for joining us. 
 
RICHARD:  Hi.  I'm Richard.  I'm a training supervisor.  I don't know if you'd call him a 
political hero, but Harry Chapin, when I was growing up, who started or was one of the 
starters of World Hunger here.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, great.  Marvelous.  Thank you. 
 
MATT:  My name is Matt.  I'm an audio engineer.  And political hero, none really come 
to mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That's fine, too.  Tovah. 
 
TOVAH:  I'm Tovah.  I am a hairstylist.  And I'm with Matt, I can't think of anyone. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
BECKY:  I'm Becky.  I manage a neuroscience lab.  And the first political hero that 
came to mind, a current political hero makes me sound kind of like a liberal whacko, but 
Dennis Kucinich I guess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Dennis Kucinich.  Nobody will sound like a whacko in here.  
Okay, good. 
 
EDWARD:  I'm Edward, and I'm a retired manager in the automotive field.  And I really 
don't have anybody that really stands out right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.  Glad to have you here, Edward. 
 
LUPITA:  Hi.  My name is Lupita, and I work for a nonprofit organization in the human 
resources department.  And sorry, I can't help you with a political hero.  I can't think of 
any right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
JOHN:  Hi, my name's John.  I'm a parts distributor and salesman for Kohler.  I don't 
know if you guys have seen those pretty showers and all the faucets and . . . and stuff.  
Political hero, who comes to mind is Truman. 
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MODERATOR:  Truman.  Okay.  You're older than you look, John.  
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  It's the water I drink. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes, or the shower that you're in. 
 
DAVID:  I'm David.  I'm a computer consultant.  And my political hero is Carl Sagan. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is who?  
 
DAVID:  Carl Sagan. 
 
JAIME:  My name is Jaime.  I am an office manager.  And I don't really have any 
political hero. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
DEBORAH:  My name is Deborah.  I'm an administrative assistant in a law firm.  And a 
person that comes to mind would be Kennedy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And by Kennedy, you mean? 
 
DEBORAH:  President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Just wanted to clarify that.  Good. 
 
CRYSTAL:  I am Crystal Robinson.  I am a manager in telecom.  And the person that 
comes to mind for me is Dr. Martin Luther King. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
MARCIA:  Hi, I'm Marcia.  And I'm unemployed.  I'm on disability . . . and I'm a Kennedy 
person.  So John and Bobby.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, great.  All right, that's marvelous.  Let me start off, 
if I can, simple question.  And that is, thinking back to 2008 during the campaign, all of 
you have one thing in common.  (Aside: Thank you so much.  Thanks, Hector.)  All of 
you have one thing in common, you voted for Barack Obama.  And the purpose tonight 
is to look at people who voted Barack Obama.   
 You come from all different parts of the spectrum.  Some of you, I know, have 
voted in the past for George W. Bush, some of you probably supported various 
candidates in the primary, but when you came to the general election, the one thing you 
have in common is you all decided Barack Obama was the best choice.  So tell me what 
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happened in 2008 that helped you make your decision to vote for Barack Obama.  What 
was it about Obama?  Tovah, tell me.  How did you decide to vote for Obama?  
 
TOVAH:  To be completely honest, I wasn't really for either one of them, but I definitely 
liked Obama better than I did McCain.  So, that pushed it towards Obama.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  David, how did you decide that you were going to vote for 
Obama? 
 
DAVID:  Well, I really like his policy message, I guess, but it really sealed the deal when 
he picked, or when John McCain picked Sarah Palin as his running mate. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Marcia?  
 
MARCIA:  Lesser of two evils. 
 
MODERATOR:  Lesser of two evils.  
 
MARCIA:  Lesser of two evils.  That's how I looked at it, because I wasn't real excited 
about either one of them.  And, but, Democrat, so I guess I kind of went that way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And, Crystal, what was your thinking?  
 
CRYSTAL:  I really liked the message of hope and change.  And the selection of Sarah 
Palin definitely sealed the deal.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Becky, how did you arrive at Obama?  
 
BECKY:  He was never really in doubt for me, but I did, I also did like his message and 
have hope that he could make some significant progress again for us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  I think it did it mainly because of what his, what he was trying to sell us, like 
the healthcare, unemployment, the economic situation. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  And . . .  
 
EDWARD:  A lot of good ideas, and the way that he was coming across and trying to 
solve them.  I thought it would work, but apparently it didn't, because we're still in 
trouble.  
 
MODERATOR:  Lupita, how did you get . . .  
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LUPITA:  Well, I think I was just ready for a change, and I think this country needs a lot 
of changes, and he seemed like the more qualified person to do that.  
 
MODERATOR:  John.  
 
JOHN:  Same thing with change, plus to make history, to open the broadband and more 
culture to come into this presidential stand, you know, as a . . . a lot of his views, 
political views, such as, you know, healthcare and jobs and, you know, but like Edward 
said, it apparently didn't work out too good.  So still in trouble.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Matt.  
 
MATT:  Many reasons, but mostly he was very pragmatic in his approach to 
policymaking and determining what direction we needed to head in to kind of circumvent 
future problems, and especially kind of rebuild. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Richard.  
 
RICHARD:  I agree with the person who said the message of hope and change.  That's 
mine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I want to try this.  Hopefully this is all going to work perfectly.  
And we'll just get to, and we're just going to watch a clip.  This is from election night.  I 
think, let me see if I can get it back to the beginning.  Alex, I may need help to get this 
back to the beginning.  There we go.  Great.  Perfect.  
 
(Videotape played.)  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm trying to take you back to election night 2008.  Deborah, 
give me your quick point.  What did you think on election night?  You had voted for the 
new President of the United States.  What was in your mind and heart?  
 
DEBORAH:  I thought he had great things to say.  And again, I think we are falling 
short.  But I thought it was great, it made history, we made history.  African American, 
wonderful.  Good family man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Jaime, election night.  The person you had voted for now 
had just become, this is Grant Park, been elected President of the United States.  What 
went through your mind, what were you thinking?  
 
JAIME:  You know, I really was thinking of the future children.  You can see this and 
think, wow, I can do this, you know.  A common man who had humble upbringing, and 
he became President, the most powerful man in the world.  And it was, it felt good. 
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MODERATOR:  Richard, what was your emotion, what did you feel?  
 
RICHARD:  I was happy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Happy.  And what was going through your mind? 
 
RICHARD:  There can be change.  Things will be different. 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt, what were you thinking?  
 
MATT:  The same.  I mean, it was an unprecedented event.  I was thinking of it in terms 
of, you know, historical context.  And then also, yeah, just the excitement of possibility. 
 
MODERATOR:  And was this your first vote or had you voted previously?  
 
MATT:  I had voted previously.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Tovah, what were you thinking?  Election night, all of a 
sudden, Grant Park, the person you voted for has now become President of the United 
States.  
 
TOVAH:  I mean, I was happy that he won because definitely thought he was better. . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Was it more than happy? 
 
TOVAH:  No.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, got it.  Yeah, that's good.  Yeah.  
 
TOVAH:  I mean, I was kind of just indifferent about it.  I mean, I really didn't think 
McCain was the better one.  I didn't know really which one, but I really think that he's a 
good person, Barack anyways.  And I was just plain happy.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  John, what did you think election night? 
 
JOHN:  I was happy with the outcome, especially with what he said.  It showed a lot of 
encouragement and a lot of hope for people when they listened to what he said.  Pretty 
much like everybody else says, you know, change, that's what everyone was looking 
forward to. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  I was very happy.  I was very proud.  I think that I was proud because, of 
course, historical references, of course, but also it seemed as though the mudslinging 
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that went on during the campaign, the lies, and it just seemed like for once the truth and 
steadiness outwon the theatrics and the lies and the mudslinging.  And so I was actually 
probably more excited to see just common decency finally win out.  I mean, that's how I 
felt about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Great.  And, Marcia, how did you feel?  
 
MARCIA:  I had two things.  One was historic, more for the country, not necessarily him 
specifically.  But it was like, wow, we did it, you know, the country actually voted for him.  
And then the second thing is the kids get their dog.  I'm not kidding.  That's what popped 
in my head, the kids get their dog. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  Anybody else have a thought what you 
felt on election night?  
 
BECKY:  I was just excited to be, it was just really neat to me to be able to witness 
history. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And the fact that you voted for Barack Obama, what were you 
thinking?  What was in your heart?  
 
BECKY:  Pretty much hopeful.  That, you know, maybe some things will get done. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Let me turn.  It's now 15 months later.  It's obviously 
longer since Election Day, but it's a good 15 months since the President's taken office.  
My question to you now is, did he exceed, meet, or fall short of what you expected?  
Just as of today, where did he come out?  Did he exceed, meet, or fall short?  Matt, 
what was your, would your answer be?  
 
MATT:  It was, well, in a very realistic sense, he met it, absolutely.  In terms of, you 
know, changing the, you know, dogma and, you know, going above and beyond 
everything that you had in your head in terms of like hope and change and the message 
that was associated with the campaign, maybe not.  But in a realistic sense, what he's 
done in 15 months I think is very, very much what I expected. 
 
MODERATOR:  And did he fall short in any way from what you expected?  
 
MATT:  In the economic plan, I think there was a lot of, not that it's taking too long, I 
think that it's, that is kind of a misconception without, anyways, he, he's, he hasn't gone 
far enough in a sense of changing things like with . . . just . . . interest stuff, reestablish 
the old status quo. 
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me, John, you voted for him.  Did you vote in '04 for Kerry or 
for Bush?  
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JOHN:  Bush.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So you make this transformation.  You voted Bush in '04, now 
you voted for Obama in '08.  Fifteen months later, has he met, exceeded, or fallen short 
of what you hoped?   
 
JOHN:  Depends on how you say fallen short.  I mean, like the man said in just the clip 
we've seen, it could take a year, it could take two, it could take two terms, and it could 
take a full three years, whatever, you know.  But the thing is so far, sort of fallen short.  
It's kind of halfway.  Just the major issue right now is this healthcare plan.  There's an 
easier way to do this, it's my opinion.  I don't know if you want my opinion now on it or 
later. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, I'm just interested.  He's fallen short for John because of? 
 
JOHN:  Not really too much fallen short.  He's trying, at least he's trying.  He's like the 
first person to actually push out a healthcare bill, I mean, in years.  I mean, they tried 
and tried, but this is the first one actually out there.  But I mean, I think he could have 
took a lot more thought.  To me, it's like a short thought of healthcare.  He just wanted it 
now.  Could have done more planning.  Could have done more sitting and thinking, 
more pen and paper, I think.  
 
MODERATOR:  And in other ways besides this specific legislation, has he fallen short 
of the person you voted for or wanted to have as President?  
 
JOHN:  No.  He still stands as a strong man, I think, his words, especially during his 
speeches and discussions.  He's always been a strong person, I think.  To me, he's got 
a lot of good ideas but he just needs to move forward a little bit more with it, you know.   
 The other thing is like, well, education is one thing I think he's fallen short of right 
now.  Talks about it, but I haven't seen nothing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edward, tell me what you're thinking?  
 
EDWARD:  I think he met most of my expectations, but he's fallen short in some areas, 
like he said, healthcare, economically.  We've got all this money that we tied up and we 
don't have any, anybody having jobs.  They're still losing jobs because of it.  And those 
are the areas that concern me, even though I'm retired.  I don't care.  I don't need a job.  
But he's going to hurt my Medicare with his health program.  And so even just little 
things like that just sort of, he makes two steps forward and one backwards, as far as I 
can see. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the two forward are what and the one back is what?  
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EDWARD:  Well, the getting the healthcare.  But he's hurting a lot of people because of 
the way the healthcare is being treated.  I don't think you, I don't think you need 2,700, 
what, 27,000 pages or something to make the healthcare bill.  That was real ridiculous.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Okay.  
 
EDWARD:  There's a step backwards, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Okay.  
 
EDWARD:  They spend all that money, trillions of dollars to save General Motors and 
these other banks and companies, but we've got no employment.  And people are still 
losing their homes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah, tell me what you, I mean you voted for him, it's 15 months 
later.  Exceeded, met, or fallen short?  
 
DEBORAH:  Today I'm going to say fallen short. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why?  
 
DEBORAH:  The troops, the war.   
 
MODERATOR:  The war.  The what war? 
 
DEBORAH:  Afghanistan. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay.  
 
DEBORAH:  You know, I think it's time Iraq, it's time to bring our men home.  We've 
been hearing this on and on and on that, you know, that it, you know, they're going to be 
deployed back home.  And I mean, I just don't see it happening fast enough.  I 
understand that you can't do it all at once.  But you know, we just keep losing and losing 
and losing men and women.  And you know, I want to see that, I want to see that end.  I 
want to see us taking care of our own land. 
 
MODERATOR:  And is there an element of his presidency in the first 15 months where 
you say, boy, I am so pleased that I voted for him? 
 
DEBORAH:  I am pleased that I voted for him.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  In what way?  
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DEBORAH:  Economically it's not great but, you know, I think it's better, education.  The 
healthcare is confusing.  But I just, I think he's a good man and I think he's going to do 
the right things. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what makes him a good man? 
 
DEBORAH:  Just kind of looking at his family.  I don't know.  I just, it's a feeling I have.  
 
MODERATOR:  Becky, give me your sense of things 15 months later.  What got you to 
vote for him?  
 
BECKY:  Well, I said it, it's just a given.  Like I would never vote for McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And so 15 months later, has he exceeded, met, or fallen short 
of what you had hoped?  
 
BECKY:  I do, I have seen some accomplishments and I have, there are some things I 
had . . . but he has fallen short, as Deborah said it well, but escalating the war in 
Afghanistan is not what I expected and now what I felt I had voted for.  Still hasn't 
closed Guantanamo.  I've seen, some treatment of detainees I think has been too 
similar to the Bush Administration.  So some foreign policy things.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  Okay.  Others?  David, where are you?  
 
DAVID:  Overall, he meets my expectations.  I wish he had gone with the economy first 
rather than healthcare first.  And I actually agree with his take on the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  I mean, especially because you don't want Pakistan to fall, so, with the 
nuclear weapons and all. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Jaime, what are you thinking?  
 
JAIME:  I feel like he's met expectations.  Fifteen months is not a long time to do 
everything that everybody wants.  Considering the last eight years where, I mean, yeah, 
it was just terrible.  I mean, with thousands of jobs being lost every month or hundreds 
of thousands of jobs towards the end of Bush's presidency.  So he inherited something 
no other President has ever experienced, I feel.  So in 15 months, he's done a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Other people around the table, thoughts?  Tovah.  
 
TOVAH:  I mean, he's totally met my expectations.  And I mean, my opinion on the war, 
he can't just pull everybody out right away and think it's going to be okay.  So I mean, in 
a way it's going to take a lot more than what we all expect.  And then also the 
healthcare.  That, too, is going to be a lot more than we think.  I think they probably 
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needed to think that through a little bit more before they put it out there.  But as far as 
everything else, he's definitely met my standard . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  And you weren't very enthusiastic.  I mean, just listening to you and 
looking at the reaction on Grant Park, you said, well, okay.  
 
TOVAH:  Yeah.  
 
MODERATOR:  And so has your temperature gone up, if I can put it up that way, 
towards Barack Obama? 
 
TOVAH:  Not really.  I mean, I kind of expected it to be this way, because there's a lot of 
things that he did want to do.  But I mean, realistically it's not going to happen in four 
years or even eight years.  I mean, it's going to take a long time.  You know, the war, 
yeah, I would love them to pull people out of, you know, Afghanistan and everything, but 
it's not going to be something we can do overnight.  You know, we did something.  We 
need to kind of work our way out instead of just jump out, and it's going to be a tough 
thing.  So I mean, I kind of really knew it was going to end up like this.  
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Other thoughts?  Yeah, Marcia.  
 
MARCIA:  My actually opinion has changed in the last 24 hours, actually, because I 
agree he's trying.  But up until yesterday, it was he's trying and he just needs more time 
and all that, and that's partially true.  I do have issues with the healthcare, like everyone 
else has stated.  Again, as someone who's on disability, it's like he wants me to pay 
money I don't have.  So you know, and I think about that. 
 But the reason it changed yesterday is the offshore drilling that he has okayed 
now for parts of the world and is going to open that up even more, apparently.  I'm an 
animal lover.  I worry about the polar bears.  I'm on the environmentalists' side.  I worry 
about, you know, oil getting out into the ocean even more from problems they have out 
there.  So he actually lost me a lot yesterday when that was announced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?   
 
BECKY:  I was surprised.  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
BECKY:  I didn't, I don't like that, yeah.  
 
MODERATOR:  You don't like it, Becky.  
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BECKY:  No, I was surprised.  But I feel that he's a canny politician, and I just imagined 
a lot of people being quite pleased with that, you know, the kind of “drill, baby, drill” 
people.  So I don't know.  
 
MODERATOR:  And so what you said, he's a canny politician.  
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  
 
MODERATOR:  So you saw that as a political move versus . . .  
 
BECKY:  Yeah, I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  
 
DAVID:  .We have to trust that he got something good for.  
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
DAVID:  I mean, we have to trust that he got something good for allowing the drilling.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
MARCIA:  He's backtracking a lot, and that makes me nervous. 
 
MODERATOR:  Backtracking a lot, says Marcia.   
 
JAIME:  Well, you got to think the drilling that he's doing is not, it's not something really 
major where it's going, you know, we're not going to be dependent on it.  You know, it's 
only a small percentage of what he's drilling.  It's not going to make a huge difference.  
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  I was going to wait and see, but I, it's not something that I was happy 
to hear, I mean, from the White House.  You know, I wasn't expecting it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  And, Richard, any other thoughts that you have that you want to 
share about how you feel? 
 
RICHARD:  He's met my expectations. 
 
MODERATOR:  And he met them how?  
 
RICHARD:  I think it’s real early into the presidency.  So to expect a lot more to be done 
is, I think, it just can't be.  Realize, just getting the healthcare passed was a monumental 
thing.  And so from that standpoint, I'm very happy. 
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 I do agree with the offshore drilling.  It has me a little concerned, but I don't know 
enough about that to really give an honest opinion whether that's good or bad.  That's 
just come out.  But he's met my expectations, and I'm very patient.  And I think, I'm 
looking for better things to come as his presidency gets on a roll and gets some 
momentum.  
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with Richard, I'm looking for better things to come as 
his presidency moves on?  Hands up.  How many hands around the table?  Literally, 
everybody.  So everybody around the table said I think better things to come.  We're at 
one stage, but better things to come. 
 Many of you brought up healthcare.  Let me try and just, and not have a lengthy 
discussion but a quick discussion on healthcare and we'll come back around to it.  I'm 
going to start with just a show of hands to give me a start.  And the question I would say 
to you is the healthcare legislation that's been passed and signed, with the modifications 
that everybody's talking about, are you pleased, do you have mixed feelings, or are you 
negative?  So it's got to be one of the three.   
 Write down what your answer is going to be, you're pleased, mixed, or negative.  
I shouldn't say pleased.  I'd put that positive, mixed, negative.  Okay.  How many say 
positive?  Okay.  Going around the room, hold the hands up, if you would.  Positive for 
Richard, positive for Matt, and positive for David.  Okay.  Negative.  One, Tovah.  And 
everybody else is mixed.  Okay. 
 Tell me what you're thinking.  Crystal, mixed, why?  
 
CRYSTAL:  The reason why I thought it's mixed is because it doesn't have everything 
that I think, it's not real healthcare reform.  So that's the negative side.  The positive side 
is you have to start with something, you know.  As I say, Rome wasn't built in a day.  
And so I'd rather have a starting point of something than to have nothing and just have 
the status quo.  So for me, that's the positive, for me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Deborah, what are you thinking?  Mixed?   
 
DEBORAH:  Mixed.  I don't quite understand it all.  And I live with a debilitating disease, 
and it kind scares me because I want to make sure that I'm taken care of.  I understand 
that we need to take care of everybody, to some extent, but, you know, I'm hoping it's 
not at our expense, you know, where we are ending up paying for this again.  You 
know, I'm getting not close but closer than I have been to retirement.  And, you know, 
quite frankly I can't afford any more taxes.  And if I'm going to have to pay for it, I'm not 
going to like that.  But I do want some healthcare.  
 
MODERATOR:  Becky, mixed?  
 
BECKY:  Yeah, mixed.  I felt like by the time it passed that a lot of, that it just didn't go 
far enough, similar to what Crystal said.  I thought, I mean if they passed, they passed it 
through budget reconciliation anyway, so I felt like they tried to be bipartisan.  They kind 
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of gutted it and then they passed it without the Republicans' help anyway.  So it was my, 
but I am happy.  I hope it's a first step. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  They're starting in the right direction.  I'm mixed about the thing because 
they have a lot of good, they have a lot of bad.  I think right now they've got more bad 
than good in it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else, more bad than good?   
 
MAN:  Yeah.  
 
WOMAN:  Yeah.  Because it's mandatory.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita, what do you think?  
 
LUPITA:  I feel like I need to be a little more educated on it.  I've heard a lot of things, 
but I've never really sat down and actually looked at it completely.  But I think it's 
something that we've never had, so it's not going to be perfect the first time around.  So 
I think there's definitely hope for it, for it to turn out well for everyone.  And you're never 
going to please everyone anyway.  So, but I think it's a step in the right direction.  
 
MODERATOR:  And Richard and Matt, let me just get your quick input because both of 
you say that you were pleased.   
 
RICHARD:  I was pleased.  I actually agree with a lot of what everybody said.  I'm 
pleased because something got passed, and we need that starting point.  I think this will 
eventually grow and change and hopefully become what most people want it to be, but 
you had to have a starting point and that's why I'm pleased.  We do have one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Matt.  
 
MATT:  Exactly the same thing.  I mean, the fact that something got passed.  I mean, I 
heard somebody say we didn't spend long planning on it.  But I mean, we've been 
working on this for decades.  I mean, Medicare was '65 and that's the last major 
legislation on it.  And then to pass it with such a, I mean a diverse group of people with 
so many, you know, just arrogant personalities in a room to be able to put something 
like that through, it's just amazing to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  How many look at this as something that we'll look back in 10 or 
20 years and say, this is a landmark achievement for the United States?  I mean, 
obviously if I said to you, how many of you consider the civil rights bill a landmark piece 
of legislation, that is something that . . .  
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And how many say Medicare was a landmark piece of 
legislation?  I'm then interested in how many of you think that ten years from now we'll 
look back and we'll say, this is a landmark piece of legislation?  Hands up.  I've got one, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven.  Okay.  Not so, Becky, not so, Tovah.   
 
TOVAH:  No.  I mean, I think the way it's handled, it's just going to end up, I don't know, 
either creating more chaos than it's going to do good.  For example, say, okay, now 
everyone can have Medicare that is single with children.  Then it's going to be a single 
mom with ten children, and then a husband and wife with children, and it's just going to 
grow into be everybody can have it, and then it's going to be just, I don't know, it's going 
to be more chaos, more people paying for more taxes, I think, until they finish it.   
 
MODERATOR:  Becky.  
 
BECKY:  I just don't know, because I kind of tuned out because I was disappointed in 
how it was going.  So I . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Disappointed because I hope that they would? 
 
BECKY:  Well, I want single-payer, so. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So it just didn't go far enough?  
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  So I kind of tuned out to the actual, actually what did just get passed.  
So I don't know if it's . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How many, just to divide people.  How many say it went too far versus 
those who say it didn't go far enough?  How many would agree with Becky, it didn't go 
far enough?  Okay.  We've got one, we've got two, we've got three, we got four, five, six, 
seven, eight, nine, ten.  So to the degree that you've got difficulties, you wanted more, 
not less?  Correct?  
 
DAVID:  Yes.  
 
MODERATOR:  And by more, David meant?  
 
DAVID:  Well, the single-payer. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  By more I meant.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
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MODERATOR:  Anything else besides single-payer?  
 
JAIME:  Public option. 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
JAIME:  Public option.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Okay, that's helpful.   
 
JOHN:  Quick thing, if you don't mind my opinion on this. 
 
MODERATOR:  I want it, John.  
 
JOHN:  Well, you're going to have to pay me for it.  My opinion on this, and I would look 
at it, I mean, we do have to fix our employment.  We do have to fix our healthcare.  We 
have to fix our education.  Everybody needs healthcare, but there's other ways of doing 
it.  We're spending more and more money doing this when there's options of we have 
California here, we've got Arizona, you got Washington, but there's medical insurance 
that can't sell in certain states.  They're gapped. 
 If we were to open the broadband and open these doors and vaults for 
everybody, then it would create more employment and insurance costs would go down 
because more people are getting more insurance from their companies, and it's going to 
be a business-type deal where, hey, we're going to deal with this insurance company.  
Let's charge cheap to these people, this family is getting this.  You'll have more 
insurance companies out there to get your, to get what you want.  It will be cheaper.  
And if people can't afford it, there should be a government insurance plan where you 
can join, which will be cheaper and save trillions and trillions of dollars, I believe.  
 
DAVID:  That wouldn't work. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
DAVID:  It just, no, it would be like credit cards.  Companies would all incorporate in 
states with the most lax regulation, because that's more profitable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm going to move the discussion.  You guys are doing great.  
Okay.  But let me tell you what I want to do.  We've got to move very quickly into two or 
three areas, and then we'll come back around.   
 But I want to start off and talk about the mood of America, how you're feeling.  So 
I want you to give me, lightning round, a word or a phrase to describe your feelings 
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about how things are going in America.  A word or a phrase, and I'll just jump around 
very quickly.  Word or phrase to describe how things are going in America, John.  Word 
or phrase. 
 
JOHN:  Looking forward to seeing what's coming up next. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Word or phrase, Deborah. 
 
DEBORAH:  Hopeful.  
 
MODERATOR:  Hopeful.  Crystal. 
 
CRYSTAL:  Confused and fearful.  
 
MODERATOR:  Confused and fearful.  Matt. 
 
MATT:  Impatient.  
 
MODERATOR:  Richard.   
 
RICHARD:  Improving.  
 
MODERATOR:  Becky.  
 
BECKY:  Discouraged. 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  Discouraged? 
 
BECKY:  Discouraged. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  Making headways. 
 
MODERATOR:  Making headway.  Okay.  Tovah? 
 
TOVAH:  Fearful.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Marcia.  
 
MARCIA:  So-so.  So-so. 
 
MODERATOR:  So-so, good.  Crystal, did I get you?  
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CRYSTAL:  Mm-hmm. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who did I miss?  David.  
 
DAVID:  Expectant.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita. 
 
LUPITA:  Hope it doesn't get any worse.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Okay.  And what are you trying to say?  What are you trying to 
tell me?  Anybody, jump in with what you were saying, whether it's so-so or fearful or 
confused or impatient.  How . . .  
 
CRYSTAL:  I think we have a large segment, or at least it appears to be a large 
segment of people that are very fearful and are, are confused, which then is making 
them fearful.  And when you have confused, fearful people, you then have a perfect 
breeding ground for a lot of hate and a lot of, you know, not-so-great activity.  And I 
think that a lot of the discussion and the debate when you have a side that is kind of 
feeding that, I think it's like the perfect storm.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Jaime.  
 
JAIME:  I would say promising, you know.  I think that it's definitely better than it was for 
the last eight years.  Countries around the world are giving us some sort of respect now 
when they didn't like us at all.  
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with that, countries around the world are giving us 
respect when they didn't like us at all?  I got one, two, three, four, five, six.  
 
JAIME:  They're actually helping out in the wars now.  They're joining forces instead of 
small countries.  Like President Bush was saying, we have a coalition, but they're 
countries that are contributing very little, and now we're getting more contribution.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay.  Got it.  David, what do you want to tell me?  What 
are you thinking? 
 
DAVID:  Well, everybody seems to be expecting something whether it's good- it's either 
we're all expecting something that's going to be very good and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  And what are you expecting? 
 
DAVID:  I'm expecting it to be good. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
DAVID:  But then there's other people who are expecting it to go . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  And why are you expecting it to be good? 
 
DAVID:  Why am I expecting it to be good?  Well, because we seem to be moving in the 
right direction.  I mean, healthcare, you hear medical advances, scientific advances 
coming out like, you know, every couple of months.  And it's just like, even with the 
recent domestic terrorist case, the Hutaree militia in Michigan.  It's sort of like not a 
huge, I don't want to say like not a huge deal, but it's just like these guys are crazy.  We 
dealt with them.  Everything's fine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita, tell me what you're thinking.  
 
LUPITA:  Well, I think people were saying, or what you asked about other countries, 
how they view us.  I think we're still far away from getting acceptance from the rest of 
the world.  I mean, just go to Europe or even any other continent and they're not, we're 
not always the most favorable people, Americans.  
 I think that there's just other countries that, you know, other people view 
foreigners as, in a much more positive light than Americans, and I think that has to do a 
lot of with they generalize because of our politics.  And so I think that it has a lot to do 
with how we're viewed as a country and just everything that goes on here.  
 
MODERATOR:  For most of the 20th century the United States essentially really was the 
leader in the world.  As you look 25 years from now, 20 years from now, write down 
whether you think the United States will be the leader of the world, China, or some other 
country.  One of three answers, the United States, China, or some other country, 25 
years from now as the leader. 
 Okay.  How many say China?  One, two, three, four.  How many say the U.S.?  
One, two, three.  How many say someone else?  Two.  
 
MATT:  I said nothing.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MATT:  Well, I think already the nation-state system in the world has already shown its 
age, and we're the ones holding on most to it through war-making and the European 
union, that I think the nation-state system will really start to dismantle the next 100 
years.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  China, how many said China?  Why?  
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TOVAH:  Me?  Honestly, I just feel like everyone's trying to help everybody else, that no 
one really respects our country and I think that it's just going down the tube. 
 
LUPITA:  I agree with that.  
 
MAN:  Same. 
 
MODERATOR:  Same? 
 
JAIME:  Why China, I think, is because they have cheap labor.  They have people that, 
you know, work for the government.  And they're putting a lot, they're mass producing 
many goods. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Why the United States?  
 
CRYSTAL:  I think the United States, because I think our technology and I just think 
almost, it's almost like the opinion is it will be hard to die. 
 
MODERATOR:  What did you have, Edward?  
 
EDWARD:  China. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
EDWARD:  Economics.  
 
MODERATOR:  Economics.  Okay.  Who else said United States?  Why?  
  
MARCIA:  I think the ideology of the U.S., and I just think that we are the powerhouse.  
And no matter what, when push comes to shove, we manage to pull it together 
somehow.  And I think if that ever happens again, we'll do it again.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, going to switch very, very quickly.  And tell me one 
thing.  In terms of the way things are right now, what makes your blood boil?  What 
makes you just absolutely get infuriated and mad?  Go.  
 
JAIME:  Spending millions of dollars on other countries.  
 
MARCIA:  I agree.  
 
DEBORAH:  Yeah.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I agree.  I agree.  
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  A lot of agreement. 
 
JAIME:  We see homeless on the street, and we're not helping our country . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
WOMAN:  We are . . .  
 
MARCIA:  Well, I just, because we are this big, powerful nation and we can't feed our 
own people.  We have the homeless.  We have all that going, and yet I want us to be 
compassionate.  I'm all for that.  But where does all that money come from, and why 
can't we take care of ourselves, too?  We could take care of others easier if we took 
care of ourselves first. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What makes your blood boil?  By the way, how many of you 
agree with what Jaime and Marci, Marcia are saying?  I got a lot of agreement.  Seven, 
eight people.  Okay, what else?  What makes your blood boil? 
 
DAVID:  Creationists. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, creationists.  Okay.   
 
DAVID:  Texas School Board. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
MARCIA:  And I'm going to go, what makes me is the people where everything has to 
be so you can't say “under God” anymore and you can't, I just, it's like why should it be 
an issue?  If you don't want to believe, I mean, if you don't want to believe, then don't.  
But I'm not going to force you to say under God and do all that, but you shouldn't force 
me not to even be able to, if I want to close my eyes and say a prayer in school, to say 
a prayer.  And we're just too much that way, courthouses, whatever, too much.  
 
TOVAH:  I agree.  
 
MODERATOR:  And Tovah agrees.  
 
TOVAH:  Yes.  
 
BECKY:  I would say our relationship with Israel.  
 
MODERATOR:  Our relationship with Israel, meaning what? 
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BECKY:  I mean, I think people, I think we don't realize how much that colors the 
world's perception of us.  Time and time again when the UN votes to censure Israel, and 
us and Israel are the only people that don't vote.  And I feel like people in the U.S. don't 
think about Israel that much, but the world thinks about Israel a lot.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So that makes your blood boil? 
 
BECKY:  Yes.  
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Who else has got something that makes their blood boil? 
 
EDWARD:  The party line people, 
 
MODERATOR:  The?  
 
EDWARD:  Party line people, Democrats over here, Republicans over here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
EDWARD:  And that's the only way they'll go.  Come on.  Don't they have brains of their 
own?  That's the way I look at it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  That's Edward.  Who else?  Okay.   
 
LUPITA:  I would say just intolerance.  
 
MODERATOR:  Intolerance.  Good.  Any intolerance around this room?  None!  
 
MODERATOR:  None.  Okay, I like it.  What are your feelings about the parties?  What 
are your feeling about the Democratic Party, favorable or unfavorable?  Anybody?  
Feelings about the Democratic Party.  David.  
 
DAVID:  They seem to be the party of everyone that's not a Republican, so they can't 
really get anything done.  So . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What's your feeling about the Democratic Party?  Richard.  
 
RICHARD:  Kind of indifferent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm indifferent because?  
 
RICHARD:  I'd like them maybe to take more of a stand on some things. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And do you consider yourself a Democratic, an Independent, or 
a Republican?  
 
RICHARD:  Independent.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Matt, what are your feelings about the Democratic Party?  
 
MATT:  Very similar to the Republican Party, except they're willing to throw a lifeline to 
the lower class.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Deborah, feelings about the Democratic Party?  
 
DEBORAH:  What's your name?  Matt?  I feel the same way Matt feels about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  
 
DEBORAH:  Yeah.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?   
 
DEBORAH:  I just . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Feelings about the, what? 
 
DEBORAH:  I'm tired of politicians.  And to me, they're all politicians.  And, you know, 
whether you want to call it the party line or not being able to, being intolerant about any 
other opinion and, okay, we're Republican, we have to vote this way, and Democrat, we 
have to vote this way.  So I'm just, I'm tired of that whole game. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else, Democratic Party?  Anybody enthusiastic 
about the Democratic Party, count me as enthusiastic?  Can I see a hand up?  One.  
Thank you, Crystal.  Okay.   
 
CRYSTAL:  Can I tell you why?   
 
MODERATOR:  Absolutely.   
 
DEBORAH:  You're just hopeful.  
 
CRYSTAL:  I'm hopeful, but because things, they're trying to get things done.  So you 
know, that's the only reason.  At least they're trying.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What are your feelings about the Republican Party?  
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JAIME:  Sore losers.  
 
MODERATOR:  Sore losers.  What are your feelings about the Republican Party?  
 
BECKY:  It's very . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
BECKY:  . . . negative.  
 
WOMAN:  Negative.  
 
MODERATOR:  Very negative.  Why, Becky?  
 
BECKY:  I don't, I don't even believe that they're voting with their core values a lot of 
times.  I feel like they're trying to get reelected. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Matt, feelings?  
 
MATT:  Well, to say they have core values, I'm just amazed at their coalition and how 
it's held together so long with, you know, very religious-minded people who want to do 
certain things with government, along with, you know, what you call like Goldwater 
Republicans or people who want to just minimize the government as much as possible.  
And the fact that they've kept it together so long is kind of a testament to, you know, 
what they're capable of in terms of about making, I don't know, making publicity.  
 
MODERATOR:  Edward, thoughts about the Republicans, then Tovah. 
 
EDWARD:  Well, the Republican Party, in my opinion, are the, quote-unquote “vocal” so 
they get people to give them the money to win the elections, and so, therefore, those 
people, when they give them the goodies, where the Democrats are for the working 
class, this way they can go on for years and years and years.  But in my opinion, the 
working class is the Democratic people.  And the rich vote for the Republicans, because 
they give them those little perks that go along with bills that they pass in Congress. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tovah, you voted for Bush in '04.  And do you consider yourself a 
Republican?  
 
TOVAH:  I'm a Republican, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  You're a Republican.  Good.  And what do you think of the Republican 
Party?  
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TOVAH:  I mean, either way I'm not really happy, but in my opinion I feel like the 
Republicans kind of think through something more than Democrats.  Like for example, 
they had the healthcare thing at 10:00 at night, their time on a Sunday night, which they 
just wanted to push it through, get it done really quick.  Whereas, I feel that the 
Republicans will actually have something, you know, word-for-word more set up before 
they put it out. 
 
MARCIA:  That was a game, though.  That was, and the Republicans will do the same 
thing on, if it was something they were trying to put.  You know, it's like the game.  Let's 
get it in before they can fight it.  That was a game . . .  
 
TOVAH:  But never at 10:00 . . .  
 
MARCIA:  . . . game. 
 
TOVAH:  . . . on Sunday.  
 
MARCIA:  Yeah.  It's a game, exactly.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
TOVAH:  I'm not for it.  I'm not for it at all.   
 
JAIME:  How do you feel about them having the House and the White House and 
Congress for eight years and did nothing?  
 
TOVAH:  Well, you know, I don't feel they did nothing.  I just, I don't . . .  
 
JAIME:  They could have got healthcare if they tried. 
 
TOVAH:  And in a way, I don't know if they didn't try.  Maybe there's, there's no way to 
really start it out.  For example, right now, nobody really knows what's even going on.  
You know, whereas I think that . . .  
 
JAIME:  They took a surplus and made it a huge deficit. 
 
TOVAH:  They what?  
 
JAIME:  They took a surplus and made it a huge deficit.  
 
DAVID:  Decided to wiretap us, too.  
 
WOMAN:  I don't think we're . . .  
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
TOVAH:  I’m not trying to be the only one that disagrees with everything.  I just, you 
know, I feel a certain way and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
CRYSTAL:  One thing I, the biggest problem I have with the Republicans at this point, 
Republican Party at this point is the hypocrisy.  I mean, I really resent the idea of them 
coming off like they're the moral majority, and that somehow if you're a Democrat or 
more liberal, that somehow you don't have any morals or values.  And I mean, 
realistically, they don't have them either.  And I think that that's being obviously, you 
know, you see $2,000 spent at a, you know, at that little girlie place or . . .  
 
WOMAN:  The club.  
 
CRYSTAL:  . . . whatever.  And I mean, I mean it's, you know, they . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Just out of interest, how many people heard that, or heard about that 
story that Crystal's referring to?  Hands up if you know about it.  One, two, three, four, 
five, six.  Okay, half the people.  Okay.  Quick thing.  The Tea Party.  Any feelings about 
the Tea Party?   
 
JAIME:  Ignorant 
 
WOMAN:  Fear. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fear, ignorant.  What feelings . . .  
 
MATT:  Superficial cover for a lot of issues that have nothing to do with healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Richard, Tea Party. 
 
RICHARD:  I don't know enough about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Tea Party, Edward?  
 
EDWARD:  Don't know enough about it.  All I know is . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
EDWARD:  . . . Sarah's involved in it, so it's a little question. 
 
WOMAN:  It's got to be bad. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita.   
 
LUPITA:  I'm not well informed about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
JAIME:  Those policies that Obama is pushing through are to help people that are . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah.  
 
DEBORAH:  I don't know enough about the . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, great.  And tell me one other thing.  When you 
think about Washington, what's your feeling about Washington?  Just, here's my feeling 
about Washington, our nation's capitol.  What's your feeling, David?  
 
DAVID:  About the capitol itself or just like the size . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  No.  It's Washington, D.C.  What's your feeling about Washington, 
D.C., the nation's capitol? 
 
DAVID:  I wish that they'd stay there more often. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah, what's your feeling about it? 
 
DEBORAH:  It's a powerhouse. 
 
MODERATOR:  Powerhouse.  What's your feeling, Becky?  
 
BECKY:  Nothing very short comes to mind.  I don't know, I'm sorry.  
 
MODERATOR:  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  No.  It's just too political and they don't agree with each other.  That's 
stupid.   
 
MAN:  . . . Pee Wee's Playhouse. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Matt. 
 
MATT:  It's an anthropoid . . . compression of time, space, and how people expect 
results immediately, parliamentary kind of operation.  It's just too slow and too 
convoluted for today. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  I want to move, if I can, and tell me, put down a grade.  What 
grade would you give to performance of Congress so far?  Anybody want a water?  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Write down a grade, A to F.  A, top of the line, F, the worst.  What 
grade would you give Congress?  Let's go around the room.  We'll start with Richard.  
Grade?  
 
RICHARD:  B. 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt?  
 
MATT:  A “B.” 
 
MODERATOR:  Tovah. 
 
TOVAH:  C. 
 
MODERATOR:  A B?  
 
TOVAH:  C.  
 
MODERATOR:  C.   
 
BECKY:  C.  
 
EDWARD:  C.  
 
LUPITA:  C.  
 
JOHN:  C.  
 
DAVID:  B.  
 
JAIME:  B minus.  
 
DEBORAH:  C. 
 
CRYSTAL:  C.  
 
MARCIA:  C.  
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  So Congress doesn't sound like they're doing so badly.  I mean, 
B's and C's.  They're certainly not failing.  It's not a, nobody gave it a D or an F.  So why 
did Congress get a B from the people who gave it a B?  Anybody?   
 
MATT:  Again for how it operates.  It isn't as bad as it has been in the past.  I mean, it's 
actually getting some things through and getting some things done.  Of course, I'm just 
keeping in mind realistically what it would be capable of in its present state.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  A lot of B's.  Richard, you said a B?  
 
RICHARD:  Yeah, and I agree with what Matt said.  They're getting some things done, 
and I know that it's a difficult environment to get things done in.  So . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others?  David? 
 
DAVID:  They seem to be doing things that aren't just the big headline newspaper 
stories.  Like every once in a while you hear like, oh, and they're also working on this 
bill.  You're like, they're working on more than one bill at a time? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So there's a sense, okay.  What else, B's?  Who else gave it a 
B?  B, who else gave it a B?  Yep.  Jaime. 
 
JAIME:  I just think they're, they're actually just like what they said.  They're doing more.  
They're doing more.  You're seeing more, more things happening. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I don't want to suggest C's are exactly top of the line 
grades, but when you're saying C, you're not saying D or F.  What are you trying to say 
with a C grade? 
 
MARCIA:  They're neutral. 
 
MODERATOR:  They're neutral.  
 
MARCIA:  It's a neutral grade.  It's that you're not convinced they're doing and you're 
not convinced they're doing bad.  So I look at it as a neutral grade, not really a . . .  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
TOVAH:  Well, they're getting through what they need to get . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Edward, what grade?  
 
EDWARD:  C.  
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MODERATOR:  Why?  What are you trying to say? 
 
EDWARD:  Well, pretty much like what she said.  They're doing some good, they're 
doing some bad, but they're still running that stupid political line again. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita, what are you thinking?  
 
LUPITA:  Well, if we're going in terms of, or of school, it's not the end of the year yet so 
let's see what their final grade is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  By the way, when you think of Congress, what face comes to 
mind?  Write it down.  The face of Congress.  Who do you see?  Who do you see when 
I say, when the face of Congress?  Who do you see?  Everybody write down 
something?  Okay.  What did you write down, John?  
 
JOHN:  Pelosi. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many wrote down Pelosi?  I've got one, two, three, four, five, six.  
Okay, what did you write down, Lupita?  
 
LUPITA:  I'm having a hard time with that one.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Edward. 
 
EDWARD:  Pelosi.  
 
MODERATOR:  Pelosi.  Who else had something besides Pelosi.  Anybody else?  
 
MARCIA:  I had a hard time thinking of somebody, too.  And actually, I just put down 
Ted Kennedy, even though he's dead.  He’s not in Congress any more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  
 
MATT:  I just thought about all of them, you know Boehner, Pelosi, McConnell . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  
 
DAVID:  It sort of depends on what issue you're talking about.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
WOMAN:  I mean, with healthcare Pelosi was so prominent.  I just picture her standing 
behind the President . . .  
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  What 's the one lesson we should draw about Congress in terms of the 
way they've dealt with healthcare?  Is there something that we should, a lesson that we 
can draw out of it this? 
 
MARCIA:  If a President puts enough pressure on you and you wait long enough, you 
can make a deal to help yourself and get the points for pushing the bill through. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What are the lessons that we should take from the healthcare?  
Deborah, anything that we've learned? 
 
DEBORAH:  Anything's possible.  I mean . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  Don't expect any help from the Republicans . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else?  What are lessons that we . . .  
 
EDWARD:  I don't think they researched it enough to present a decent bill.  There's a lot 
of trash in that thing that should not be there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Lupita, lesson that comes out of this?  
 
LUPITA:  That nothing's perfect. 
 
MODERATOR:  Richard?  
 
RICHARD:  I agree with Crystal.  It's, the lesson I learned is the Republicans are not 
going to vote anything that's Democratic.  
 
CRYSTAL:  And that wasn't all Democratic. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
CRYSTAL:  The healthcare bill is not even all Democratic.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]   
 
TOVAH:  But I have to say, too, in my defense of my Republican, a lot of them didn't 
vote, too, because they were waiting for it to win and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Waiting for it to? 
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TOVAH:  Say like a lot of the Republicans did not vote, you know, because they, we 
could have easily not passed it with, you know, all the votes, but they also let it go 
through, you know what I mean, instead of just voting against it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Well, I think every member did vote.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
CRYSTAL:  They voted no.  Every member voted . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
TOVAH:  . . . they were going to be pushed to say yes.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MARCIA:  You should be voting for higher relief for your district.  Not just waiting to see 
what he's going to do or you're going to do or . . .  
 
TOVAH:  No.  A lot of them waited for, you know . . .  
 
MAN:  To me, it's like they wanted to . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Becky, I want to hear from you. 
 
BECKY:  I would say, yeah, the lesson for now is for them to remember that they're in 
the majority for now and . . . yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  And if the Congress were really listening to you, what would they be 
doing or what would they be thinking?  If the Congress were listening to you, I'm not 
saying the Democrats or the Republicans, what would they do differently?  What would 
you expect from Congress that you don't see now?  
 
RICHARD:  I would like to see a lot more bipartisan working together, getting things 
done together, where both Republicans and Democrats agree on something, this is 
what should be done, let's do it, and they get it done.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
RICHARD:  That would make me very happy.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That's Richard. 
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JAIME:  One thing that I heard, well, like John McCain was upset about the healthcare 
reform bill, and he said that he would not vote for anything for the rest of the year.  And 
that, I think, a disservice to the country and to his voters. 
 
WOMAN:  That's . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  The question on the table is what would you like the Congress 
to be doing if they were listening to you?  
 
CRYSTAL:  The people voted, I'm sorry.  
 
MAN:  No, no, go ahead.   
 
EDWARD:  Spend our money wisely.  
 
CRYSTAL:  When people voted for change, so if both sides, like Richard said, came 
together, that would be such a change.  People voted for change.  It just happens to be 
with the Democrats, but everybody wanted change in things for the better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
DAVID:  Campaign-wise, it seems like every year they start electioneering, or not 
electioneering but campaigning for reelection sooner and sooner and sooner. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  If they were listening to you, what would they do differently?  
Matt? 
 
MATT:  Eliminate corporate personhood and split the private and public sector more.  
Again, they're almost one in the same now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  
 
JAIME:  Listen to the people and not the lobbyists. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
DAVID:  Fund scientific endeavors more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Let me move from there.  What are you hoping that will 
happen in this, in this congressional election?  You get to wave a magic wand, Deborah, 
and whatever Deborah wants gets to happen.  What would you like to happen in this 
election? 
 
DEBORAH:  In this election? 
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MODERATOR:  Yep.  It's 2010.  There are congressional elections.  All the Congress, 
congressional people in the House of Representatives are up.  Some, I think 35-plus 
United States Senators are up or Senate seats are up plus probably somewhere in the 
neighborhood of almost 40 governors.  What would you like to have happen in this 
election?  
 
DEBORAH:  I can't even think about, I don't even know.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what would you like to have happen, Edward?  
 
EDWARD:  I think, whether Democrat or Republican, I'd like to have somebody that 
would work for the people that elect them.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
EDWARD:  Instead of big businessmen, that that's all that they worry about. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What would you want to happen, Lupita? 
 
LUPITA:  I, for the most part, would agree with Edward, that people stop looking out just 
for themselves and, or their political views and just do what's best for everybody. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  John, what would you like to have happen in this election? 
 
JOHN:  Same exactly what they said.  They took the words right out of mouth.  Nothing 
else I can add to that.  But just for the people basically, listen to the people, what the 
people want, and do the best that they can to succeed to that level.  I mean, like he said 
earlier, nobody's, everybody's not going to be happy.  There's always going to be 
people not agreeing, people agreeing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Richard, what do you want to have happen?  
 
RICHARD:  I want the Democrats to hold the House.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many say I want the Democrats to hold the House?  How 
many feel that?  I got one, I got two, I got three, I got four, I got five, I've got six, I've got 
seven, I've got eight, nine people want the Democrats to hold the House.  Tovah, what 
would you like to see happen?  
 
TOVAH:  Oh, yeah.  It's hard to say right now.  
 
MODERATOR:  Would you like the Republicans to capture the House?  
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TOVAH:  Not necessarily.  I mean, it would be nice if they could just, some people work 
together, I guess, and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Lupita.   
 
LUPITA:  I think it's always good to have a mix. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So . . .  
 
LUPITA:  You need different opinions, and I think that's the only way to come up with a 
compromise.  
 
BECKY:  Then you can't get any legislation passed, though.  And if it swings back to 
Republican majority . . .  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
BECKY:  . . . it'll be like it'll just be total gridlock and then we'll have to see how the 
presidential election goes.  And I just get frustrated with these wide swings.  I'm just, I 
feel like people are just twisting in their wind with their beliefs.  I don't understand.  So 
I'm hoping the Democrats retain a majority.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you've got eight other people with you.  John isn't.  John, 
what do you want to have happen?  
 
JOHN:  Mine's a, it's a tossup.  It's, right now I mean it's true, Democratic is doing 
something.  The past eight years, they really haven't done much, you know.  It's like 
they thought the country was fine.  They just sat back and, you know, just did nothing.  
But they are doing something.  A mixed party, you know, a mixed house would be nice, 
you know . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Which makes a Republican House of Representatives majority, and 
the Republicans in the House? 
 
JOHN:  Yes.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And are you a Republican? (Yes.)  You're a Republican, so you 
and Tovah.  Okay.  Let me ask one other quick thing, and that is, if there were a place 
on the ballot where you could vote every single incumbent representative out, including 
your own, every single one of them would come out and all new people come in, how 
many would exercise that vote on their ballot?  
 
DAVID:  Does that include judicial nominees? 
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MODERATOR:  What?  
 
DAVID:  Does that include judicial nominees, too?  
 
MODERATOR:  No.  It's only every, we're talking about United States House of 
Representatives, and you could vote all 435 people out.  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I got one.   
 
WOMAN:  I would, too.  
 
MODERATOR:  Two, three, four.  
 
MATT:  Well, if there were obvious key changes in rules, but otherwise it wouldn't 
matter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So four of you would do so.  Okay.  And one other thing.  Tell 
me, if the Tea Party achieves upsets and shakes up the process, is that good or bad?  
 
JAIME:  It's bad.  
 
WOMAN:  Bad. 
 
WOMAN:  Bad. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why? 
 
BECKY:  Because they're a fringe, a coalition of fringe groups. 
 
MODERATOR:  They're a coalition of fringe groups says Becky.  You said bad?  
 
CRYSTAL:  I said bad.  
 
MODERATOR:  Why?  
 
CRYSTAL:  There's all these factions within.  It's not a cohesive message.  It's 
everything from KKK to Libertarians.  It's too much mixed in, and too much negative, 
bad things mixed in. 
 
MODERATOR:  David, feelings?  
 
DAVID:  I wouldn't mind splitting the Republican vote. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else in terms of what you're feeling?  Edward? 
 
EDWARD:  I don't think it, it's like we, as it is right now, any election, you look at the list 
of people we've got, and I think we have way too many people running for an office that 
are taking away the votes from the people that should get it.  And with a party like this 
one, of course, I wouldn't vote for them, but. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  And, Richard, any thoughts?  
 
RICHARD:  Not really.  Sorry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  One other thing, and that is, I know very little about California 
because I don't come from here.  Tell me, what are you hoping will happen in 
California?   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MARCIA:  We vote everybody out and start all over. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say vote everybody out and start all over again?  I got three 
people, maybe four.  What would you like to have happen in California? 
 
DAVID:  Arnold to get voted out.  
 
WOMAN:  Oh, yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Arnold out.  Okay.  What else do you want?  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
WOMAN:  Repeal Prop 13.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Repeal Prop 13.  What else do you want to have happen?  
 
DEBORAH:  The economy to get better.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I understand that.  But I'm talking about the election.  To my 
knowledge, you would have people like, running for governor like Meg Whitman, Steve 
Poizner . . .  
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . Jerry Brown, etc.  Anybody have a feel for California, what you'd 
like to see? 
 
JOHN:  I'd like to see somebody step up, step up the game in California with education 
to taxes to property taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody impressed you so far? 
 
JOHN:  Not yet.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
DAVID:  We don't have a candidate that I feel that it's lesser of all evils.   
 
WOMAN:  I agree.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MARCIA:  You always have a lesser of all.  I mean, I probably, lesser of evils, Jerry 
Brown, believe it or not.   
 
MODERATOR:  Why do you say Jerry Brown?  
 
WOMAN:  I can't believe you . . .  
 
WOMAN:  I would say Jerry Brown, too. 
 
WOMAN:  Because before . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many Jerry Browns do we have in here?   
 
BECKY: I mean, I would vote for him. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, I have five people for Jerry Brown.  How many people would like 
to see Meg Whitman?   
 
WOMAN:  Ooh.   
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MAN:  She seems just . . . and funny.  
 
EDWARD:  Meg knows about the problem, but she don't know how to fix it.  
 
WOMAN:  She's just got a lot of money.  
 
EDWARD:  You listen to her ads.  She'll tell you, you got these three problems, but she 
doesn't say anything about those fixing those three problems that she's got.  
 
WOMAN:  She thinks the state is eBay. 
 
MAN:  She's put like $45 million into the primary.  
 
WOMAN:  She's going to buy it, if she gets it.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Steve Poizner, anybody?  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me, and how about in the Senate race?  I think, what, you 
have Barbara Boxer is your senator, Tom Campbell, and Carly Fiorina.  Anybody have 
any feeling about any of those candidates? 
 
EDWARD:  Wouldn't bother me at all if they went by the wayside.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody have any feeling?  
 
DAVID:  I only moved here like two years ago.  I don't know how well Barbara Boxer 
has been doing.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Richard, any feeling?  
 
RICHARD:  I think Barbara Boxer is doing okay, and I hope she wins reelection.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  How many say I hope she wins reelection?  We've got one, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine.  Okay.  So for most cases we'd prefer to see 
that.  Good. 
 Okay.  And tell me one other thing.  For years and years and years and years, 
California has always been considered the leader.  I mean, yeah, of all the states, the 
50 states.  What happened?   
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WOMAN:  A lot.  
 
EDWARD:  We lost high tech. 
 
MODERATOR:  What happened?  
 
JAIME:  A lot of jobs went overseas. 
 
MODERATOR:  What happened? 
 
WOMAN:  We gutted the UC system. 
 
MODERATOR:  What happened? 
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What happened, Lupita?  
 
LUPITA:  I have no idea. 
 
MODERATOR:  What happened, Marcia?  
 
MARCIA:  We argue everything.  The people pass something, and then they take it to 
court and they fight it in court.  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
MARCIA:  And there goes, that's our history. 
 
MODERATOR:  Crystal, what happened?  
 
CRYSTAL:  Arnold. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What happened, Richard?  
 
RICHARD:  I think the housing market had a lot to do with how California went down, 
because we got hit as hard as almost any state out there, maybe even Michigan.  And 
once that went away, money went away, jobs went away. 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt, what happened to California?  
 
MATT:  Similar to that, the dichotomy between southern and northern California 
became more extreme, I think.  And we've done some good stuff, exports of paper to 
China and our, I think our rice to China.  I'm not even sure.  I can't even remember 
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what, if that's even still happening, or like how our agriculture is doing, we sold so much 
for housing tracts. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I've got to ask one other question.  This is a side bar, okay?  
Everybody ready?  Write down the name of the person in the media who you most 
respect and the one who makes your blood boil.  Okay.  Person you most respect and 
the one who makes your blood boil.  I had a lot of blood boiling today. 
 Okay, everybody ready?  Who you most respect.  Call it out.  
 
EDWARD:  Brian Williams.  
 
WOMAN:  Brian Williams.  
 
MODERATOR:  How many say Brian Williams?  Okay.  I've got one, two, three, four.  
Okay.  Why Brian Williams?  
 
EDWARD:  Just I like his philosophy and the way he reports the news and what kind of 
news he does report. 
 
MODERATOR:  John, why?   
 
JOHN:  The way he puts stuff forward, the way he reports it.  He doesn't tell no bull, he 
just goes straight out, straightforward with it.  I just like him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Marcia, why?  
 
MARCIA:  He has a good presence.  I believe him, you know, for the first time in . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else has got somebody?  I've heard four Brian Williams.  
Who you got?  
 
DAVID:  Jon Stewart. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Jon Stewart.   
 
MAN:  I actually wrote down Jon Stewart.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
JAIME:  I wrote down Keith Olbermann. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else write down Keith Olbermann?  Two Keith 
Olbermann.  Why?  
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CRYSTAL:  I like his philosophies.  I like the way he brings out things that you don't 
hear in other media sources.  
 
JAIME:  He brings out the facts. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Jon Stewart, why?  
 
RICHARD:  Just the sense of humor, I think.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Anybody got something?  Lupita? 
 
LUPITA:  I would say Jon Stewart, too.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
BECKY:  Amy Goodman . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Amy Goodman.  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Who makes your blood 
boil?  
 
WOMAN:  Arnold.  
 
JAIME:  Sean Hannity. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sean Hannity.  How many Sean Hannitys?  Okay.  
 
EDWARD:  Rush Limbaugh. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rush Limbaugh.  How many Rush Limbaughs? 
 
MAN:  I agree with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, a lot of Rush Limbaughs.  Who else?  Anybody else?   
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
MAN:  Glenn Beck. 
 
MODERATOR:  Glenn Beck.  Anybody got Glenn Beck?  
 
MARCIA:  I wrote him down, but he wasn't the one I was thinking of. 
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MODERATOR:  Who were you thinking of? 
 
MARCIA:  I can't think of him.  He's the loudmouth.  He's always . . .  
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay, here we go.  Lightning round.  I'm going 
to read you the names of various people in public life.  I want you to give me a word or 
phrase to describe your feeling.  In other words, I need something that is going to be 
very quick, off the top of your head.  And if I were to say Ronald Reagan, don't tell me 
he was former President.  Don't describe the position, give me a feeling, a word or a 
phrase that describes him, an adjective, adverb, whatever.  
 Barack Obama, word or phrase.  Deborah.  Word or phrase, Barack Obama. 
 
DEBORAH:  Goodness. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Word or phrase, John?  Quickly.  
 
JOHN:  Come back to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Becky?  
 
BECKY:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase, Matt?  
 
MATT:  Pragmatic.  
 
MODERATOR:  Richard?  
 
RICHARD:  Honor.  
 
MODERATOR:  Tovah?  
 
TOVAH:  Kind.  
 
MODERATOR:  Kind? 
 
TOVAH:  Yep. 
 
MODERATOR:  Lupita? 
 
LUPITA:  Hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hopeful.  Edward. 



ANNENBERG 
OBAMA VOTERS 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 1, 2010, 6:00 P.M. 
PAGE 43 

 
 
MAN:  Straightforward.  
 
EDWARD:  Dynamic.  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
EDWARD:  Dynamic.  Crystal? 
 
CRYSTAL:  Strategist. 
 
MODERATOR:  Strategist.  Marcia?   
 
MARCIA:  Family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who did I miss?  What have you got? 
 
MAN:  Competent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Nicely done.  Barbara Boxer, word or phrase, Crystal?  
You don't have to write it down.  Just whatever pops in your head. 
 
CRYSTAL:  Progressive.  
 
MODERATOR:  Progressive.  Who else has got something for me?  What have you 
got, John?  
 
JOHN:  I got nothing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody got something?  I got a lot of blanks.  Somebody got 
something?  
 
MAN:  Longevity.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else got anything for me?  
 
MAN:  I can tell you a lot about Carl Levin, but. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But no feelings about Barbara Boxer?  Okay.  Interesting.  
Hillary Clinton, word or phrase.  Deborah.  
 
DEBORAH:  Oh, you always start with me.  She's dynamic.  
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MODERATOR:  Dynamic.  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  I have to agree with her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What have you got for me, Lupita? 
 
LUPITA:  Come back to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Richard.   
 
RICHARD:  Strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Strong.  What have you got, Marcia?  
 
MARCIA:  Intriguing.  
 
MODERATOR:  Intriguing.  What have you got for me, Jaime?  
 
JAIME:  I was going to say strong.  
 
MODERATOR:  Strong.  What have you got for me, Tovah?  
 
TOVAH:  Powerful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Powerful.  Anybody else?   
 
CRYSTAL:  Enduring. 
 
MAN:  Politically savvy.  
 
MODERATOR:  Politically savvy.  
 
CRYSTAL:  Enduring. 
 
MODERATOR:  Enduring.  Good.  John McCain, word or phrase, Matt?  
 
MATT:  Loser.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase, Tovah?  
 
TOVAH:  Old.  
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MODERATOR:  Old.  John, word or phrase?  
 
JOHN:  Upsetting. 
 
MODERATOR:  David?  
 
DAVID:  Sour grapes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah?  
 
DEBORAH:  Incompetent.  
 
MODERATOR:  Marcia. 
 
MARCIA:  Joke.  
 
MODERATOR:  Crystal?  
 
CRYSTAL:  Senile.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Word or phrase, Meg Whitman.  Word or phrase.  
 
JOHN:  Who? 
 
MODERATOR:  Meg Whitman.  Word or phrase, Meg Whitman. 
 
WOMAN:  Rich.  
 
MODERATOR:  Rich.  What else?  
 
WOMAN:  Scary.  
 
WOMAN:  Undecided.  
 
MODERATOR:  Undecided.  What?  
 
CRYSTAL:  Scary.  
 
WOMAN:  Buyer. 
 
MODERATOR:  Scary. 
 
WOMAN:  Buyer. 
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MODERATOR:  Buyer.  What else? 
 
WOMAN:  Insincere. 
 
MODERATOR:  Insincere.  What else? 
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  Big spender.  
 
MODERATOR:  Big spender.  Okay, that's it.  Okay.  Joe Biden.  Joe Biden, word or 
phrase.  Joe Biden, word or phrase, Jaime.  
 
JAIME:  Talkative.  
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase, Lupita.  
 
LUPITA:  I'm not good at this.  Nothing's coming to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Becky?  
 
BECKY:  I would say adequate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Adequate.  Richard.  
 
RICHARD:  Concerned. 
 
MODERATOR:  Concerned.  Matt? 
 
MATT:  Marginalized. 
 
MODERATOR:  Marginalized.  John.  
 
JOHN:  He's just the right-hand man.  
 
MODERATOR:  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  Regular guy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  David.  
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DAVID:  Gaffe. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mitch McConnell.  Anybody, word or phrase?  
 
CRYSTAL:  Evil. 
 
MODERATOR:  Evil.  What . . .  
 
MAN:  Deceiver. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deceiver.  What else? 
 
MAN:  Unpleasant. 
 
MODERATOR:  Unpleasant.  Okay.  Good.  Nancy Pelosi, word or phrase.  Right 
around the room, real quick.  Richard. 
 
RICHARD:  Strong.  
 
MODERATOR:  Strong.  Quick. 
 
MATT:  San Francisco.  
 
TOVAH:  I did strong.  
 
MODERATOR:  Strong.  
 
BECKY:  Shrewd.  
 
MODERATOR:  Shrewd.  
 
EDWARD:  Leader.  
 
MODERATOR:  Leader.  
 
LUPITA:  Pass.  Sorry.  
 
JOHN:  Blah.  
 
DAVID:  Fire . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
JAIME:  Powerful.  



ANNENBERG 
OBAMA VOTERS 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 1, 2010, 6:00 P.M. 
PAGE 48 

 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
JAIME:  Powerful.  
 
DEBORAH:  I'd say leader or powerful.  
 
CRYSTAL:  Insistent.  
 
MARCIA:  Indifferent.  
 
MODERATOR:  Indifferent.  Okay, good.  Harry Reid. 
 
MATT:  Tenacious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tenacious.  
 
WOMAN:  Don't know.  
 
MODERATOR:  Don't know.  Anybody?  Harry Reid, Harry Reid, Harry Reid.  
 
EDWARD:  Good speaker. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good speaker.  Anybody else?  
 
WOMAN:  Weak.  
 
MODERATOR:  Weak.  
 
MAN:  Milquetoast. 
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
MAN:  Milquetoast. 
 
MODERATOR:  Milquetoast.  Okay.  Sarah Palin.  Go for it.  
 
WOMAN:  Tina Fey.  
 
MAN:  Quitter.  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MAN:  Quitter.  
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MODERATOR:  Quitter.  
 
WOMAN:  Ignorant.  
 
MODERATOR:  Ignorant. 
 
WOMAN:  Liar.  
 
MODERATOR:  Liar.  What else?  
 
WOMAN:  Ridiculous.  
 
MODERATOR:  Ridiculous.  What else? 
 
WOMAN:  Joke.  
 
MODERATOR:  Joke.  
 
WOMAN:  Fifteen minutes of fame. 
 
MODERATOR:  What else? 
 
MAN:  Interesting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Interesting. 
 
MATT:  Media personality.  
 
MODERATOR:  Media personality.  What else?  
 
MAN:  Lucky.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Michelle Obama.  
 
TOVAH:  Classy.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Classy.  What? 
 
WOMAN:  Very powerful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Powerful, classy.   
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MAN:  Dynamic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dynamic.  
 
WOMAN:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Intelligent.  
 
MAN:  Suave.  
 
MODERATOR:  Suave. 
 
LUPITA:  Sorry. 
 
WOMAN:  Good fashion sense.  
 
MODERATOR:  Good fashion sense.  What else?  
 
WOMAN:  Caring.   
 
MODERATOR:  Caring.  Anything else? 
 
MAN:  . . . etiquette.  
 
WOMAN:  Cautious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, Jerry Brown.  Jerry Brown.  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  I don't know. 
 
MAN:  Seventies.  
 
MODERATOR:  Seventies. 
 
WOMAN:  Old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Old.  
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BECKY:  Unelectable. 
 
MAN:  Hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Undelectable.  What?  
 
MAN:  Hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hopeful. 
 
WOMAN:  I don't know enough about him.  
 
MAN:  Maybe. 
 
MODERATOR:  Maybe. 
 
MAN:  Old. 
 
WOMAN:  For the people.  
 
MODERATOR:  For the people.  Okay, good.  Who deserves more respect than they 
get?  I read you a whole bunch of people.  Who deserve more respect than they get? 
 
DAVID:  Biden. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say Biden deserves more respect than he gets?  I got three 
people.  Who else deserves more respect than they get? 
 
RICHARD:  Won’t go over in this group but McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  McCain.  How many say McCain?  A couple, McCain.  Okay.  Anybody 
else?  
 
MAN:  Of only the names you've read, right?  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Anybody else just say, boy, they just don't get the respect they 
deserve.  Okay.  
 
MAN:  . . . doesn't get a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
MAN:  I'd say Bill Richardson. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm going to leave it at that, if I can.  I want to go to the next clip.  
Alex, I may need your strong help.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  This is the clip of President Obama at the time he took the 
inaugural address, made the inaugural address.  Okay?   
 
(Videotape played.) 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Inauguration day.  You'd voted for him, saw him on Election 
Day.  What did you think when you saw him at the inauguration?  What were your 
feelings?  How did they change?  Where were you at?  What were you thinking about, 
David?  
 
DAVID:  I was actually pretty happy when he included people that don't believe in God 
in his speech when he was listing Americans, because that's me, but nobody ever talks 
about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  And what else were you thinking?  
 
DAVID:  You always forget how good he is at making speeches.  Like you're always 
sort of like, oh, he's great, and then like you'll watch the clip where his speeches are 
like, wow.  You know, you're always sort of like, he's always better than you remember 
him being.  Just watching that now, I was like, holy crap.  I watched that live and that 
was, you know.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Jaime, what were you thinking inauguration day?  You'd voted 
for the man.  You had certain feelings, and now suddenly he was taking the oath of 
office, 44th President.  What were you thinking the day he was inaugurated?  
 
JAIME:  I would, it was kind of surreal because our whole office came together to watch 
it.  We stopped everything we were doing to watch this historic, you know.  And just how 
eloquent he is and how much dignity he brings back to the office.  Such a great speaker 
and has the background and where he came from, it just, you know, it makes you feel 
like you can go anything, you know.  You see kids' faces now and they're like, wow, you 
know, this is achievable.  
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah. 
 
DEBORAH:  I was very happy.  I felt he loves this country.  He's very dignified.  I was 
hopeful.  I liked what he said.  I just think he's a great person, and that the historic 
relevance there is just, you know, mind-boggling. 
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MODERATOR:  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  Yeah, I would agree with what Deborah stated.  The historical relevance 
was almost overwhelming.  And it was just wonderful to hear someone speak with such 
eloquence but intelligence behind the eloquence.  Yeah.  And also, too, just the being 
captivated by words again and captivated by the emotion behind those words.  It was a 
wonderful feeling. 
 
MODERATOR:  What were you feeling, Marcia?  
 
MARCIA:  I think he spoke a lot of good words, and I want someone like that but I want 
them to have the punch behind it, and so I was hopeful.  I liked the good words, but I 
wanted to see it.  And I was very aware of the historic part of it as well, so I was more 
combined with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Richard.  
 
RICHARD:  I think the word that keeps coming up I'll say is hope, that I was hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt.  
 
MATT:  Just anticipation and just kind of a sigh of relief in finally, you know. 
 
MARCIA:  He's looking for joy.  
 
MODERATOR:  Tovah. 
 
TOVAH:  I agree with Marcia.  You know, I think he's very intelligent.  I think he's a 
great speaker, and I was just hopeful that he could back it up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Becky.  
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  I was just so relieved that the Bush years were over.  I was probably 
crying in that someone was restoring the dignity back to the office of President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  I think I would agree with all the people previous to what, before me were 
saying, that they were hopeful and everything.  All the good things he was saying, I was 
real happy with what he was saying.  Unfortunately, I hope he can keep a lot of those 
things that he said and make them into saving our nation, because we're not doing a 
real good job right now.  
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MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Lupita.  
 
LUPITA:  I feel like it was a very proud moment.  Same as Jaime, we were, we all 
gathered in the conference room and they had it on, they put it on the projector and 
every, and just watching everyone's faces just so attendant to the TV, and it was just 
like, you just felt a sense of pride and hope in the whole room.  
 
MODERATOR:  John.  
 
JOHN:  Very, very proud of, especially of our country electing an African American.  To 
me right there, I think that that took racism to a whole other drop(?) because it has been 
major issues so for . . . past years.  To me, I'm very proud of my country for doing that.  I 
was very, very, very happy that day.  I was very proud of Barack Obama.  
 
MODERATOR:  And what did you think his presidency was going to be like?  
 
JOHN:  I thought that he would have a lot of struggle, especially with, during the 
election times, a lot of people were complaining because he was a different race.  But 
America stood up and said, you know what?  It doesn't matter.  And I always . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And what do you think his presidency was going to be like, 
Becky?  You know, here was inauguration day.  You saw this.  It was historic.  It was 
moving.  He talked about the dignity.  What did you the presidency, his presidency 
would be like?  
 
BECKY:  I thought that there would be a lot more transparency in his administration, 
that he would kind of gain back ground that we had lost in the eyes of the world with our 
foreign policy decisions. 
 
MODERATOR:  What did you think his presidency was going to be like, Deborah? 
 
DEBORAH:  I guess I thought he was going to bring our country back together. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many people said I thought he'd bring our country back together?  
Is Deborah the only person who thought that way?  
 
RICHARD: I thought that a little.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but I'm interested in what you thought.  I mean, when you 
watched it on inauguration day, I mean, and you talked about your offices coming 
together and what was happening there, tell me what you, I mean, and what Deborah 
said is I thought the country would come back together.  How many people say, yeah, 
on inauguration day, I thought we would come back together?   
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MAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  I'd just like to see the hands.  You don't have to agree.  I just want to 
see.  There are three people who said, yeah, I thought, maybe three and a half.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you so felt this, that maybe we were going to come back 
together.  The rest of you didn't.  You didn't think so, Jaime.  You thought the . . .  
 
JAIME:  Well, I, well, just because of the opposite side had so much smear, you know, 
him being associated with Bill Ayers, a terrorist, and, you know, it just brought a lot of 
negativity.  And you know, he won by a lot but, you know, there was, it was one state 
that really . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Edward, what did you think on inauguration day?  Did you think 
this country was going to come back together?  
 
EDWARD:  No, I didn't.  My thinking was that because he was colored, that he would 
have a lot of conflict of whatever he wanted to bring up to the people.  And Democrats 
and Republicans would not necessarily back him as well because he is colored.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  
 
EDWARD:  He's a minority.  What do you expect, you know?  They're not going to, 
quote-unquote, the white guy is better.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you look at it 15 months later.  What's your feeling?  What's 
your attitude?  What's your sense of things?  
 
RICHARD:  I still have hope, and I think it's improving.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That's Richard.  I'm trying to take you from this moment to all 
the things that you've been saying throughout this discussion.  What are you thinking?  
Yeah.   
 
CRYSTAL:  I'm thinking that at this moment it's like a kind of sense of disappointment 
for me personally in a way in the country, because kind of like with our last topic, I did 
think he would not too much bring the country together but because so many people 
with so many different, so many differences voted for him, that's what made me think 
that you can lay your differences aside to do what's right for the country and different 
policies.   
 So I thought that that, I thought it would last a little longer, that kind of feeling of 
these are some of the issues that we see in this country, and there's a lot of people, no 
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matter what they call themselves, Democrat or Republican or whatever, they agree that 
there's some fixes and these are some things we agree on how it can be fixed.  And so I 
thought we'd get that momentum for a little bit longer in terms of just backing away to 
the, you know, using party lines as a very thin cover for, you know, we ain't going to let 
anything this guy does or we aren't going to let it go through, no matter if it helps or if it 
doesn't. 
 So I'm disappointed now in the country, because it just seems like all of that 
feeling that we had is just gone, and now it's just back to either you don't like him 
because he's black or you don't like him because he's a Democrat, you don't like him 
because he's Republican, or, excuse me, that he's too liberal or he's not going far 
enough.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Becky, how did you sort of view it?  I mean, I know there are 
things that disappoint, but you talked about being relieved, you talked about the dignity 
or whatever else it is.  Where are you in terms of, you know, sort of how it played out?  
 
BECKY:  Well, I feel like, yeah, if you would have asked me a couple weeks ago I 
probably would have been less hopeful, but I feel like he has, he's learning, he's 
learning. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the thing that makes you feel he's learning now is what?  
 
BECKY:  Well, getting healthcare care passed and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How many people feel that they've changed their opinion about him 
because he was able to get healthcare passed?  I've got four, five, five, six people here.  
And, Edward, you talked about him as being a person of color.  Tell me sort of how you 
feel that the country has either accepted him or not accepted him as President of the 
United States.  
 
EDWARD:  As the President, I think the country has, has not really looked at his color.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So . . .  
 
EDWARD:  I think they, you know, now that he's been in office for, what, 15 months or 
whatever, that he's showing that he's able to work with other people to get things 
accomplished.  Obviously, the healthcare thing is the start of it, that he was able to 
convince 219 people to vote for it, so.   
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  
 
EDWARD:  And I think that it showed that some maybe, you know, being an Oriental, I 
can tell you a little bit about prejudice, you know. 
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MODERATOR:  Right.   
 
EDWARD:  So, but I can see that it hasn't really affected him in the office that he's got. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do others feel the same?  Go ahead, Tovah.  
 
TOVAH:  I just feel that it was never really maybe a racial issue or, I think he's a very 
respected man.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Richard, you look at it 15 months in and you see things.  You 
say you're hopeful.  You've seen this change.  Give me a sense, give me some depth 
on sort of what you see and what makes you confident.  
 
RICHARD:  Well, the healthcare was a big part of that.  And following right up with the 
healthcare was the education bill that they passed also on top of that, which it made too 
. . .  
 
MODERATOR:  The student loans? 
 
RICHARD:  The student loan thing, which also got through.  Makes me feel like his 
presidency is starting to gain momentum.  So I'm hoping that that starts building on itself 
and he's able to carry that on and start getting into more areas. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I mean, the term that Richard used, presidency gaining 
momentum, does anybody else see the same thing, gaining momentum?  Crystal does.  
Jaime, you also do?  
 
JAIME:  Well, I feel, you got to remember he came from, he started out with this country 
in a hole.  He didn't start out on a level playing field, and I can just imagine if he had a 
country that was in a surplus what more good he could have done.  But he started from, 
you know, a negative, a huge negative.  And for what he's accomplished in a year, you 
know, a little over a year is amazing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Marcia, would you go along with that or do you see it a little differently?  
 
MARCIA:  I don't know that I would call it gaining momentum.  I think he's done some 
things, however that's come about, by pressure or whatnot.  I think he is respected.  I 
don't think anybody looks at him as the black President either.  But I don't know that I'm 
going to say gaining momentum, because I think he, like I said, he's backtracked on 
things.   
 This environmental thing I don't like, the military issues about the troops 
overseas, and also even “don't ask, don't tell” that he promised to do something about 
and hasn't done anything with at all except talk.  So he's got, he was big guns on 
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healthcare but everything else is really not in touch, and I want to wait and see what he 
does on things.  
 
JAIME:  . . . don't ask, don't tell.  It's already . . .  
 
MARCIA:  I didn't . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  David. 
 
DAVID:  I think with the passage of his healthcare bill, he's proved that he can get 
things done, even with the Republicans voting no on everything.  So I'm hoping that that 
will allow him to shake them, or shake at least a couple of them loose for bipartisanship 
issues.  Because now that I vote no and still get beaten, or I'm going to actually do what 
I think is right and maybe I'll lose some money from the RNC but, you know, I'll gain 
some political points with the bipartisanship issue. 
 
MODERATOR:  John, I'm fascinated to hear how you're looking at it.  I mean, as you 
said, you probably made an unusual vote when you voted for Obama in 2008 as a 
Republican.  You're looking at it some 15 months in.  Buyer's remorse, satisfied?  What 
are you thinking at this stage?  
 
JOHN:  That he's at least getting stuff done.   
 
MODERATOR:  But things that you're glad that he's getting done or not?  
 
JOHN:  Education side.  But I think in that, I mean, what I see it towards, it's higher 
education.  He's not looking at a lot of the lower education.  I've got kids in school and 
they've already lost their musical.  I have a daughter that's a violinist, and she can't 
succeed with that without me going and spending a lot of money with a professional, 
and it's hard.  I have her in private school.  Even though we pay for the education, but 
the musical education provided by the state, it's been taken away.   
 I mean, in order for the kids to get a higher education, they got to have that lower 
education in order to get smart, because if they want to exceed more, then there's no 
way going to college, they don't want to go to college.  I mean, it's great what they're 
doing right now, it's helping them out with college, but we've got to go to lower 
education, too, I think.  That's a major step. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Tovah, you sort of arrived at this election, as you say, sort of 
indifferent, and you've been able to watch him for 15 months probably doing some 
things you like and some.  Are you satisfied that you voted for him or do you say, if I 
could take it back, I might do it? 
 
TOVAH:  Absolutely.  No, I definitely am satisfied that I voted for him.  
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MODERATOR:  Because. 
 
TOVAH:  I mean, there's a lot of things that, you know, you disagree, a lot of things you 
agree with.  But I definitely think that he was definitely the better candidate.  And you 
know, there's a lot of things he is doing and a lot of things I think could have been done 
better, but at least he's doing something.  
 
MODERATOR:  Biggest disagreements.  I know exactly, Marcia, you just stated where 
your disagreements are.  Biggest disagreements with the President.  And, Becky, you 
told me your disagreements are?  
 
BECKY:  I guess escalating the war in Afghanistan.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And the war, decision on the war in Afghanistan, how many 
people here are disappointed with his decision to increase troops and more 
involvement?  We've got one, two, three, four, Marcia, Deborah, Lupita, and Tovah.  
And Lupita's disappointed because? 
 
LUPITA:  I mean as far as the war goes, I'm just not a fan at all.  I don't think anyone's a 
fan of war, but it's just gone on too long.  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  I think that's the truth.  Deborah.  
 
DEBORAH:  We keep helping everybody else, and I kind of wonder when it comes to 
us, who's going to help us.  We keep, you know, spending, spending, spending money 
on war when we need so many things in our own country that we can't afford.  I just 
totally disagree with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Disappointment.  
 
MATT:  Overall or just with the war or . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  No.  Overall.  
 
MATT:  First, I mean the war aspect I'm fine with at this point because he inherited it.  
Like before and as we saw from the USSR pulling out of Afghanistan and left, leaving it 
to fester, there's a big, you know, problem with just leaving it.   
 My biggest disappointment was using Keynesian economics to kind of cover 
what Alan Greenspan had done and kind of, you know, redevelop everything at the 
economic level again.  I think it's just destined. . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How many people say I'm most disappointed with what he's done 
related to the economy?  Okay.  I got one, I got two, I got three, I got four, I got five, I 
got six, and I've got seven.  You're disappointed, Edward, because?  
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EDWARD:  Well, we got people losing their homes.  We got people that are out of work.  
We've got more homeless than we ever had.  And I don't, and our printing presses are 
getting dry of ink. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  John, disappointed because?  
 
JOHN:  Disappointed because all the money we've spent.  I mean, we're giving all this 
money to all these companies that want to get bailed out, but yet they're showing . . . we 
got the money, we're taking big jets to go to meetings with you guys, we're, instead of 
showing up in our own fuel efficient cars.  I mean, it's just too much money being spent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deborah.  
 
DEBORAH:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Too much money.  Okay.  Crystal?  
 
CRYSTAL:  I think he compromised. 
 
MODERATOR:  And he compromised with whom how?  
 
CRYSTAL:  With Wall Street, Republicans, some of the same as Matt had kind of 
stated very eloquently earlier, the same guys that helped get us in this mess, you know, 
being brought into his cabinet.  And I mean, I think he compromised.  
 
MAN:  It was a quick fix.  
 
MODERATOR:  Let me just do this, if I can.  And . . .  
 
MAN:  Compromising . . .  
 
MARCIA:  Also the backtracking.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm taking all the Presidents.  I'm going back to John F. 
Kennedy a half a century ago.  John Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, Gerald 
Ford, Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H. W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and George W. 
Bush.  If you could take one quality from any of these people and give it to Barack 
Obama, what quality from which President would you wish that he had? 
 
MARCIA:  . . .  
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MODERATOR:  Hold it.  If you could write it down, Marcia.  
 
MARCIA:  All right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Marcia's always quick on the draw.  Okay.  One quality, write it 
down, from any President that you say, boy, I wish he had blank's this. 
 Okay.  You've looked at it.  Write down a quality from a President where you say, 
this is the one I wish he had.  Everybody write down one? 
 We'll start around the table, and we'll start with Lupita and we'll go 
counterclockwise.  What quality do you wish he had that you don't think he has? 
 
LUPITA:  I can't really think of a quality that he doesn't have.  I think, I mean he's 
intelligent, he's tenacious, he's, you know, he has the guts to do things that, you know, a 
lot of others haven't.  So I think he's pretty well-rounded.  
 
MODERATOR:  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  Persuasive from the Kennedy standpoint. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Becky.  
 
BECKY:  Hard, but I guessed, not that I'm a fan of Reagan, but Reagan's ability to kind 
of connect with the common man, get his message across, and he's pretty good at that.  
 
MODERATOR:  Tovah.  
 
TOVAH:  I couldn't really think of anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Matt.  
 
MATT:  I almost say the same thing she had said about Reagan, but even with George 
Bush, almost making people believe that you could go out and have a beer with 
somebody and that this person is fighting for you and could be your, you know, just 
personal acquaintance. 
 
MODERATOR:  Richard.  
 
RICHARD:  Hard to explain this, but Jimmy Carter had just a, a way about him that he 
was one of the guys.  He was one of the average person and not, if he could somehow 
get a little more of that quality, though I think he has some of it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Marcia.  
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MARCIA:  A visionary's charm.  And I started out by just saying vision, but I do think he 
has vision, but he needs some polish, some of that charm that John Kennedy had I 
think to go with the package and get more things.  
 
MODERATOR:  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  I agree with, kind of like with Becky and Matt in terms of Reagan and kind 
of Bush, but with a little bit of different take on it.  It's like the way they could spin.  
Because even though it might not have been good, they could spin it and the public ate 
it up hook, line, and sinker.  And I wish he was a little bit more of a, he had a little bit 
more ability to spin. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Deborah. 
 
DEBORAH:  I don't know how to explain this, but kind of a Reagan-Bush, like a strength 
or a push, and I don't even know how to . . .  
 
Crystal:  I was thinking the same thing.  It's hard to . . .  
 
DEBORAH:  Yeah.  It's hard to . . .  
 
MAN:  . . .  
 
DEBORAH:  Like you're just going to get it done.  You . . .  
 
WOMAN:  Yeah.  
 
DEBORAH:  . . . don't care.  If you got to roll over people, you just do.  It's . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Jaime.  
 
JAIME:  I would say a little bit Kennedy as a uniter, you know, ask not what your 
country can do for you, what you can do for your country.  And kind of, from G. W. 
Bush, arrogance as in just get it done, don't worry about what the Republicans are going 
to think, or try to bring them together.  You're doing this for the people that voted you in. 
 
MODERATOR:  David.  
 
DAVID:  I'd say I wish he had Nixon's political acumen.  I mean, if you paired that with 
his conscience, he would be some kind of unstoppable super person. 
 
MODERATOR:  And John.  
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JOHN:  I agree with Jaime.  I think he said it.  With David, too, with Nixon, maybe he 
could do a little bit of this . . . Nixon, do a little of that now. 
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, what are you really trying to tell me?  
 
JOHN:  No.  I mean, I agree with Jaime and David.  Strongly, strongly agree.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
JOHN:  It's the same point of view.  
 
MODERATOR:  I get two things out of you as a collective group, which I'm very 
interested in.  One is there is something that you seem to say that here's a person who 
is eloquent, who is polished, who obviously is a leader, and at the same time I hear 
somehow he's not connecting with people, that there's somehow, that there's some lack 
of, I don't know what it is.  
 
MATT:  From my part, I think that's just for, I would say, the opposition.  He's not 
connecting with a large segment of the population.  Now does that bug me personally?  
No, because it almost, to have, you know, like a personality that seems like they're on a 
pedestal and kind of overarching is kind of a benefit.  It's a good thing to have in a 
leadership quality.  But there seems to be a few others that, or . . . a few but, you know, 
a segment that just doesn't like that, doesn't, that doesn't appeal to them.  So I guess 
maybe it's one or the other.  I'm not sure if there's ability to mix that.  
 
MODERATOR:  I'm not sure I caught the whole drift there.  What I'm trying to figure out 
is there are several of you who talked about sort of the human connecting, different 
elements in terms of that.  And I'm trying to understand what he lacks there or what the 
shortcomings are that you're mentioning.  Yeah, Becky.  
 
BECKY:  Well, I think, I agree with what Matt's trying to say.  That's how I feel, I feel 
perfectly connected with him.  I'm okay with his intellectualism and all that.  But we're 
trying to speculate on how other people feel.  So if that's, yeah.  Or how he could appeal 
to more people.  
 
CRYSTAL:  That's, I think that's exactly it.  I think those of us who we feel . . . connect 
to me, he's like ultimately charming.  And so, but I didn't really know Kennedy.  
 
MARCIA:  (laughing)  
 
CRYSTAL:  But I think that's how, how do you, that's the spin almost.  Like how do you 
appeal to others, not just those that might be kind of a little bit more intellectual.  Then I 
think, because I think he also does appeal to the common man, I mean, he goes to 
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have a beer, shoots hoops, YouTube, he does so.  I see that, but it's not enough in 
terms of policies and getting that across in the explanation. 
 
MODERATOR:  David.  
 
DAVID:  He, well, the thing is with Ronald Reagan and George W. Bush, they both had 
sort of this likeability as part of their public persona.  That sort of like when you thought 
of Ronald Reagan, you thought, oh, well, he's likeable as a person.  And Barack Obama 
doesn't seem to have that.  He doesn't have . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree, he doesn't seem to have that, quote, likeability?  
 
DAVID:  Well, as part of his persona, like . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but that's what I'm trying to say.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MARCIA:  I think it's a personality.  He doesn't have this, you know, Kennedy had 
charm kind of thing, and Jimmy Carter was Mr. Smile, every man.  Barack has the 
words again and he says the right things.  But when he's up there talking, I don't know, I 
just, I don't feel that personality that makes me go, boy, he's a nice, I mean I think he's a 
nice guy, but not that personal thing.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
DAVID:  He doesn't seem to have that actor's confidence.  
 
MARCIA:  Yeah.  Reagan was an actor and it paid off.  
 
MODERATOR:  Help me understand.  This is really important and it's a nice insight.  I 
mean, it's the personal connection.  How does he miss on the personal connection?  
Where is it?  
 
EDWARD:  You don't get that good old boy feeling from him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why not?  
 
EDWARD:  . . . it looks like he, because he's a teleprompter type of guy.  So he's 
basically concentrating on that and not necessarily the way he's coming across to you 
as a person.  And I think each person will pick up on the little bit different thing as he's 
talking.  To me, sometimes I turn the thing off because I, he's not talking to me.  
 
WOMAN:  He's not. 
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MODERATOR:  But you loved him when he gave his acceptance speech or his . . .  
 
EDWARD:  Yeah, but he did it different then than he does now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why?  
 
EDWARD:  He just, I don't know.  It's just the way he comes across when I listen to him 
talk now.  
 
MATT:  Because he's talking policy. 
 
EDWARD:  I think maybe because he's talking, to me it sounds like he's talking down to 
me rather than talking at me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Talking down to me.  How many say it seems like he's talking down to 
me rather than . . .  
 
JAIME:  It's just . . . intelligent . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
JAIME:  He's an intelligent speaker.  And you know, we speak in layman's terms here, 
so that's probably why we get the misconnects, you know, just not connecting with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else on this?  
 
DAVID:  He's a bit professorial probably.  
 
MODERATOR:  And then the other thing that I heard from you in this, thank you, is then 
the other thing, and I've heard a little on both sides, is I get a sense of somehow what I 
would call sort of not necessarily a fighter, how strong he is, and some of you put it in 
terms of political acumen.  What are you trying to tell me in all this?  Do you see him as 
a strong person?  
 
MAN:  Yeah.  
 
MAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yes, he's a strong person.  
 
WOMAN:  Yes.  
 



ANNENBERG 
OBAMA VOTERS 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 1, 2010, 6:00 P.M. 
PAGE 66 

 
RICHARD:  I think he's a strong person.  I think one of the things we have to look at 
when you try to compare him with Kennedy or somebody from the past, we live in a 
society now where the media is on every word you say.  Believe me, if some of the 
things Kennedy did, said was in this day and age, he'd be gone.   
 So as a political candidate, you almost have to measure every word you say and 
how you say it in this day and age more than in the past, and I think that maybe is a 
reflection of what we're seeing when he's actually talking.  Plus, you don't get long clips 
on TV anymore.  You get ten-second inter sound bites.  I mean, you know, America's 
turned into an attention span that's not very long, and that's, that goes on, too.  So I just 
thought that should be said. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yeah, Marcia.  
 
MARCIA:  Maybe it's an ease, ease of presence or appearance.  I think that, because 
Clinton, I think, had much more ease in front of the camera and ease in talking to 
people and sounding more like one of us, so to speak.  So maybe it's just an ease or 
comfort. 
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  I think he's very, when he talks, he's very powerful.  I don't know. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'm going towards one thing, again trying to pick up on what you said.  
And what I heard was a combination of strong and political acumen.  Those were things 
that you seemed to talk about this.  I mean, it was a sense that, a fighter in some of this.  
I mean, do you get that sense?   
 I mean, if you were to, I'll have you do something I've done before.  What's his 
backbone comprised of?  In other words, that if you were thinking of what kind of fiber, 
give me a sense, write it down, in terms of, I mean, we often describe a person's, not 
the composition but sort of how you see it.  Is that too difficult a question?  
 
WOMAN: Kind of. 
 
MAN: Yes.  
 
MAN:  You're talking about like his image versus what . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  No, no, no, no, no.  I'm just, what I'm trying to get at is, I'll put it another 
way.  In a crisis, how do you think he's going to react?  He hasn't faced a crisis.  When 
he faces a crisis, how do you think he will react?  
 
BECKY:  He's very steady.  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MAN:  Intelligently. 
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MODERATOR:  What?   
 
BECKY:  He's very steady. 
 
MODERATOR:  Steady says Becky.  
 
MAN:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Intelligent. 
 
CRYSTAL:  Methodical. 
 
MODERATOR:  Methodical.   
 
JOHN:  He'll be strong.  
 
MODERATOR:  He'll be strong.  
 
JOHN:  Strong and caring.  
 
MODERATOR:  What?  
 
MAN:  Strong and caring.  
 
MODERATOR:  Strong and caring.  
 
MAN:  Calm, sort of . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Calm.  
 
WOMAN:  Yeah, I was going to say calm. 
 
MODERATOR:  Edward?  
 
EDWARD:  No, I think he would depend on his people to help him.  
 
WOMAN:  Resourceful.  He'd have to be resourceful.  
 
MAN:  Methodical.  
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think he can bring us through a crisis?  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
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MODERATOR:  Everybody's saying I think he can bring us through a crisis, everybody.  
So that there's a sense of confidence that this person could bring it.  If I said to you, do 
you think that Sarah Palin could bring us through a crisis, how many would say, yes, I 
think Sarah Palin could bring us?  
 
WOMAN: She is a crisis. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  And if I said Dick Cheney, could he bring us through a crisis?  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And if I said Hillary Clinton, could she bring us through a crisis?   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MAN:  Yes. 
 
WOMAN:  Probably. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the qualities that would help Barack Obama bring us through a 
crisis would be?  
 
JAIME:  He would listen to his experts.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So he's consultive.  
 
MARCIA:  I'd just say we have to be through one.  And I, that's . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, I understand.  
 
MARCIA:  Because, you know what I'm saying?  Because Bush, Bush got all that 
strength because he got that crisis.  And so everybody now says, boy, he was strong.  
But had we not had that crisis, I don't know that we would have gotten that.  But we saw 
him act that way.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
JOHN:  I don't think that, I'm sorry, go ahead.  
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MAN:  . . .  
 
JOHN:  I don't think that if there was a crisis that Barack Obama would sit there and still 
keep reading a book to a class . . .  
 
WOMAN:  You can't just jump up and run and freak out in front of children.  
 
JOHN:  I'm sorry, but my country and if I was on that seat and if this crisis happened, 
I'm sorry, I'd apologize to the kids and I would bounce up and go.  I'm sorry, but this is 
where . . .  
 
JAIME:  I think, you know, where that 9/11 had stemmed from was from the people in 
Afghanistan, the terrorists.  It wasn't Iraq.  Iraq had nothing to do with the war, but we're 
spending $200 million a month on a war that shouldn't have occurred.  And that thing 
could end up being over a trillion dollars.   
 
EDWARD:  That's because he had bad intelligence.  
 
MARCIA:  Well, if we want back, would we still feel that way knowing what we know 
now and Bush made that first speech, would we all feel the same way about him? 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me bring it around, because we're closing in on time.  What's the 
most important lesson that you hope he's learned in the first 15 months?  Or another 
way of putting it is, the one piece of advice that you'd want to give him.  I'm going to go 
right around the table.  Richard, I'm starting with you.  A lesson that he's learned or a 
piece of advice that you want to give him.  
 
RICHARD:  . . . obviously getting bipartisanship is very tough, but keep working at it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
MATT:  Continuing working on his salesmanship.  
 
MODERATOR:  And what does salesmanship mean?  
 
MATT:  That you're literally, every policy that is controversial, you need to sell it to the 
public for their support and that kind of . . . proposition. 
 
MODERATOR:  And is he a good salesman right now?  
 
MATT:  I think he's working on it.  I know he's out trying to sell it after the fact. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tovah.  
 



ANNENBERG 
OBAMA VOTERS 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA, APRIL 1, 2010, 6:00 P.M. 
PAGE 70 

 
TOVAH:  I would say that to maybe figure out some more important things. 
 
MODERATOR:  What does that mean?  
 
TOVAH:  Kind of like just some of the things that we're already dealing with but should 
really start dealing with bigger issues, kind of like the economy and schools . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, get to the economy.  
 
TOVAH:  Yeah, get to the . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Becky.  
 
BECKY:  I think he should use his power and tout his accomplishments also. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what does that mean, use his power?  
 
BECKY:  Well, now I feel like he's probably been emboldened by the passage of 
healthcare and I want him to use that momentum, and then don't be shy about, you 
know, pointing to what the stimulus package has done and stuff like that, like to remind 
us what he's accomplished.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Edward.  
 
EDWARD:  I think he should concentrate a bit more on the economy, because that's 
what's going to keep this country running. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.   
 
EDWARD:  And right now, he's sort of spending all these trillions of dollars to save big 
corporations that aren't doing anything with it except giving it to the CEOs. 
 
MODERATOR:  Lupita.  
 
LUPITA:  I would agree with Becky and say that, you know, a little bit what you've 
already accomplished, and just keep that going and that, you know, if you have good 
ideas, bring them to the table and work on them.  
 
MODERATOR:  John.  
 
JOHN:  Stay strong and make good choices for the people.  Give what the people want 
the best way he can. 
 
MODERATOR:  David.  
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DAVID:  I'd like to see him to be more kind, like he doesn't seem to be able to do the 
sort of political maneuvering that he needs to be able to do in this stage. 
 
MODERATOR:  And when you say political maneuvering, give me an example or it 
could either be something that he didn't do or something another President has done 
that you can't imagine him doing.  
 
DAVID:  I mean, I couldn't, I couldn't imagine Karl Rove being stymied on healthcare 
like this for this period of time.  Like Karl Rove, it would have been like a month and 
then he would have gotten it passed, simply because, you know, he knows where all the 
weak points were.  He'd have the couple plans in place, and it would be just, you know, 
pass it through.  
 
MODERATOR:  Jaime.  
 
JAIME:  I would say be a little bit more arrogant and stand up for his beliefs and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  And when you say arrogant, do you really mean arrogant?  Do you 
mean . . .  
 
JAIME:  Yes.  Well, I'm just . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Arrogant is not necessarily a positive term.  
 
JAIME:  To me, well, I'm just thinking more like bipartisanship.  Don't wait around.  Do 
what you believe in without having to compromise and . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Okay.  Okay.  Deborah.  
 
DEBORAH:  I think he's got the momentum now that the healthcare, and I think he 
really needs to work on the economy.  And I can be a little arrogant myself.  I don't think 
he has balls. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep.  Okay.  How many agree, he doesn't seem to have balls?  You 
know, I'm just . . .  
 
DEBORAH:  Well, no, I mean . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  But I mean, in other words, I think what you're saying is fortitude, 
strength, backbone, whatever it is.   
 
DEBORAH:  Yes . . .  
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MODERATOR:  How many . . .  
 
DEBORAH:  No.  That was rude, but that's . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  No, no, no.  It's . . .  
 
DAVID:  Popular colloquialism. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, popular colloquialism.  Thank you, David.  How many agree?  
Strength, fortitude, backbone.  How many say I just don't think he has that?  
 
JAIME:  No.  I think he does have.  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  He does have it.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Deborah's the exception.  Nobody else, strength, fortitude, 
backbone?  
 
WOMAN:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that's fine.  Good.  Crystal.  
 
CRYSTAL:  I, lesson learned, I would hope that he doesn't go so far after bipartisanship 
that it's at the people's expense, it's at the country's expense. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So stand up for what he ran on . . .  
 
CRYSTAL:  Right.  And I think that's kind of like what . . .  
 
DEBORAH:  Yeah. 
 
CRYSTAL:  . . . she kind of means.  I think he's such a, coming from the community 
organizing kind of background where you get all kind of people working together for the 
common good.  And I don't know that that is the political climate where Washington is 
going to allow that to be successful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Marcia.  
 
MARCIA:  Well, my thing is a little take on all of it, actually.  It's a house divided, you 
know.  We can't be a house divided, so he needs to find a way to get the Republicans- 
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at least some of them- into the fold to move forward.  And also, I hope that he does 
continue to move forward with all the things that he's promised from number one 
election before the new election is coming, and we're getting to that two-year point.  And 
what happens at two years?  They start focusing on reelection.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I'm going to close out with one question.  I mean, clearly at the 
front and center for a lot of what you said and a lot of what I hear in my polls is the 
sense of the economy.  How well has he done on the economy and what does he need 
to do?  How well has he done?   
 On a scale of one to ten, where one means he's done very little and 
accomplished very little, ten means he's accomplished a great deal, write down a 
number that describes your feelings about how he's done with the economy.  Scale of 
one to ten, ten means he's accomplished a great deal, one, very little. 
 Okay.  How many say eight, nine, or ten, he's accomplished quite a bit?  I got 
nobody.  How many say one to three, accomplished very little?  
 
EDWARD:  I think he's in the middle of the road.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That's two people.  How many say four or five?  One, two, 
three, four, five, six people there.  And six and seven?  I've got one, two, three, four.  
And the people who say four and five, what are you trying to tell me about what he's 
done in terms of the economy?  
 
EDWARD:  I think he saved a lot of the large corporations, but he hasn't really done a 
lot to save the, quote-unquote, employees, the lower echelon people, and that's what he 
needs to work on next. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  That's Edward.  
 
DEBORAH:  Could be worse, could be better.  
 
MODERATOR:  Could be worse, could be better says Deborah.  John.  
 
JOHN:  I agree with Edward on that one.  A lot of small companies are the major 
companies that's actually been hit by that.  A lot of the small companies, they employ 
what?  They employ 50 to 100 per?  Well, that's a major number if you combine them all 
together.  I think that we need to step up more with employment in California especially, 
actually all over.  But my thing is I think he's kind of halfway there, because I've seen a 
little step-up in the economy, just a little bit, not too much, but it can be advanced more.  
He's still got time, but time's ticking.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who else?  Threes, fours, and fives?  Yes.  
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JAIME:  I just, he can do work, he can do better.  I mean, it should be a main focus right 
now.  Instead of giving the money to the big corporations, they should give it to the 
smaller corporations that actually employ the majority of people.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else?  And your feeling in terms of the economy.  If you 
were to say the problem is that the stimulus bill didn't make any sense versus the 
stimulus bill was important, how many people say the stimulus bill was important, we 
needed it?  One, two, three, four, five.  Okay.  Most people feel like the stimulus bill 
was. 
 The one thing I didn't get to say tonight that I wanted to was? 
 
RICHARD:  Oh.  
 
RICHARD:  I'm sorry . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Somebody say, yeah, I wanted to say something.  I'm surprised, 
Marcia.  Okay, go for it.  
 
MARCIA:  Well, no.  Mine is I've had this opinion for a long time, and I think we've just 
gotten too big, too much red tape, and I need to say it.  It's like the whole thing needs to 
fall and collapse so we can just start all over, like the forefathers did.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  
 
MARCIA:  We're a mess.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, we're a mess.  Start all over again.  David.  
 
DAVID:  I'd like to see more regulation or regulation in the financial sector.  
 
BECKY:  Yeah.  That's good.  
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Becky agrees.  
 
DAVID:  Yeah.  I'd like the FDA too, since a lot of it was kind of . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  One thing I would like to see is I would like to see the Republican Party come 
back more towards their core values.  And those, at least in leadership and at least from 
the sound bites and what we see, I'd like to see less anger and hate and more care for 
the everyday person. 
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MODERATOR:  I think that's an excellent note to close on.  You've done a marvelous 
job.  I thank you all very, very much.  Thank you for your good work, and I think it was 
valuable and insightful in terms of where we stand at this stage.  Thank you all again 
very, very much.  And this was, again, done for the Annenberg Public Policy Center of 
the University of Pennsylvania. 


