
ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 
INDEPENDENT VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, JULY 29, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . put your company’s name or anything that would . . . that.  Also I 
want you to tell me who you voted for in 2008.  And in addition to that the one common 
denominator among all of you is you’re independents.  That’s the common denominator.  
Some of you are independents who lean Democrat.  Some of you are independents 
who lean Republican.  Some of you say I’m just a straight out complete independent.   

I’d just like to know from you as we go around, here’s how I came to be an 
independent.  You can say yeah, I always was an independent, I never saw myself as 
anything else.  Or I used to be with one of the two parties and for this reason or that 
reason, just give me some sense of how you got here.  So we’re going to start with 
Raymond.  We’ll go clockwise.  Welcome, Raymond. 

RAYMOND:  Hi, my name is Raymond . . . I’m 44.  My occupation is manager of a 
movie theater.   

MODERATOR:  And how did you become a--and are you married? 

RAYMOND:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  Kids? 

RAYMOND:  Two. 

MODERATOR:  Ages? 

RAYMOND:  Twelve and nine. 

MODERATOR:  Great.  And tell me how did you become an independent?  Always, 
what happened?   

RAYMOND:  Just seeing things.  It’s hard to choose one party, 'cause they change 
every time.  But going independent, you have an independent mind of choosing different 
sides, whichever one you want from a viewpoint.   

MODERATOR:  OK, good.  Tom, welcome. 

TOM:  My name’s Tom . . . I’m 37.  I’m a manager at a public accounting firm. 

MODERATOR:  And married? 

TOM:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  Kids? 
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TOM:  Two. 

MODERATOR:  Ages? 

TOM:  Two and five and a half.   

MODERATOR:  Great.  Okay--by the way, you can throw in your kids or things like that.  
Go ahead.  How did you become an independent?  Oh, did I ask you who you voted for 
in 2004? 

RAYMOND:  You said 2008. 

MODERATOR:  I mean, sorry, thank you very much, 2008. 

RAYMOND:  I did vote for John McCain. 

MODERATOR:  Okay, voted for John McCain.  

TOM:  I voted for Ralph Nader.   

MODERATOR:  OK, good. 

TOM:  I became an independent over time.  Lived in a supposedly Republican 
household as a teenager, registered Republican.  Thought that’s what I was and was 
told, you know, this is the way we live.  But as I began to think more and more I just saw 
that, okay, maybe the Republicans on fiscal and monetary issues and very social on the 
Democrat side, just let me be and do what I want to do, and I’m not hurting anybody.  
So I have seen that both sides have things that I like, and I just kind of really have stuck 
in the middle and picked the best candidate. 

MODERATOR:  Great.  Good insights.  Welcome. 

NORA:  Hi.  My name is Nora . . . I’m a dental hygienist.  I have a big smile.  I’m 54.  I 
have four children, ages 30, 25, 23, and 22.  And I voted for Barack.  I guess I was a 
Democrat.  My husband changed to Republican, and now I’ve become an independent 
just because of everything that’s going on.  Just, again, trying to choose better sides 
than trying to stick with one in particular. 

JENNIFER:  Hi.  My name is Jennifer . . . and I’m 48.  And I have 3 children, 15, 13, and 
7.  I’m a national account manager for a business electronics firm.  And I became an 
independent because I was registered Republican and then I voted for Bill Clinton so I 
changed.  And then I changed back and voted for George Bush and then changed back 
again.  So I just decided I’m an independent. 

MODERATOR:  And who did you vote for in 2008? 
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JENNIFER:  I voted for John McCain in 2008. 

ALEX:  My name is Alex . . . I’m a PC tech at the time but right now I’m in the middle of 
converting into a teacher.  I’m single, have two kids, four and one.  I’ve always been 
independent.  I just don’t think you should belong to a party.  Issues change, your minds 
change.  And just because someone tells you because you’re with that party you should 
vote that way is not how I work.  And I voted for Obama. 

MODERATOR:  And how old are you? 

ALEX:  Twenty-seven. 

MODERATOR:  Twenty-seven, great.  And you voted for Obama.  Great.   

SCOTT:  Hi, I’m Scott . . . sorry, I had to write notes of everything we had to tell you.   

WOMAN:  I did the same thing. 

SCOTT:  I’m a network engineer by trade.  I’m 35.  I have one daughter, she’s ten.  I 
voted for Obama.  And I’m independent because I don’t think you can just pick a party 
and automatically agree with all their issues and all their opinions.  I like to make up my 
own mind about each particular question. 

MARSHA:  Hi.  I’m Marsha . . . I am 59, and I am a customer account manager for a 
security company.  And I did vote for John McCain.  And I am independent but we’ve 
chosen similar reasons is because we don’t want to be told or dictated.  What we do, 
my husband and I, one of us votes Republican the other, I’m a registered Republican 
and the other is democratic, so we get into the primaries.   

Because when we registered independent, we found we couldn’t do anything in 
the primaries, and we didn’t like that.  So we registered one on each but then we feel 
like we’ve chosen each side that’s going to go into the final election so we’ve done that.  
I have two children.  One is 32 and the other one is 27.  And anyway, that’s it . . .  

JEANNIE:  My name is Jeannie . . . I’m 56.  I’m a registered nurse.  I’m a single mother 
with four daughters ages 19 to 22.  I know you want to do the math, there’s a set of 
twins in there.  I registered as an independent at age 18 for the same reasons.  I wanted 
to vote for the candidate not the party.  And I did vote for Obama. 

DAVE:  My name is Dave . . . I’m 39.  Work in a warehousing due to a layoff, and I 
voted for John McCain.  Registered Democratic when I was 18 and voted Democratic 
for the couple elections.  And over the last ten years have decided that I lean more 
independent--or am kind of middle of the road.  Want to be able to vote for whoever I 
want to so I registered independent.  And I voted for John McCain. 

MODERATOR:  Are you single, married, kids? 
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DAVE:  Divorced, a daughter, four years old. 

TIM:  My name is Tim . . . I’m 24 years old.  I’m a full-time student.  I’m also part-time 
sales representative for a cell phone company.  I was brought up Democrat, though a 
lot of my friends were Republican.  So I guess I’m influenced easily.  Started out 
Democrat and then kind of just met in the middle by socializing.  I voted for Barack.  No 
kids. 

MODERATOR:  Sounds good. 

LOU:  My name is Lou . . . I’m a graphic designer for a medical publications firm.  I’m 
married, two sons and two grandchildren, a granddaughter who’s eight. 

MODERATOR:  See, I knew we’d get somebody.  You know, it always happens. 

LOU:  One in every crowd.  And a grandson who’s seven.  And I’m registered 
independent and I was a very heavy Democrat for a long time.  And then I just decided I 
didn’t want to follow party ideology all the time.  I wanted to look at the issues before I 
made a decision.  And I did vote for Barack in this past election. 

REMI:  My name is Remi . . . I’m 60.  I voted for Barack, divorced, have 2 children and 
one’s 30 and one’s 25.  And I’m a real estate developer . . . 

MODERATOR:  And you voted for Barack? 

REMI:  I voted for Barack. 

MODERATOR:  And why are you an independent? 

REMI:  Well, I’ve just always been an independent, because I’ve always wanted to.  I’ve 
never really identified with any party. 

MODERATOR:  Let me start off.  Scott, give me a word or phrase, the good-looking 
Scott. 

SCOTT:  I know you need glasses. 

MODERATOR:  Give me a word or phrase to describe how you feel things are going in 
the country today in America. 

SCOTT:  One word? 

MODERATOR:  A word or phrase. 

SCOTT:  Broke. 
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LOU(?):  That’s a good one.  That applies . . . 

TOM:  How’s it going? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, word or phrase. 

TOM:  Improving. 

JENNIFER:  Slowly, improving slowly.  Struggling. 

RAYMOND:  Stagnant. 

NORA:  Disgruntled. 

SCOTT:  That goes with my word. 

MARSHA:  Confused. 

ALEX:  Neutral, nothing’s changed yet so I like “stagnant,” too. 

REMI:  Dismal. 

DAVE:  Worried. 

LOU:  I’ll use a phrase.  Going to hell in a hand basket. 

MODERATOR:  And what about it, Marsha? 

MARSHA:  . . . 

JEANNIE:  You want me.  Still hopeful. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else I missed?  Tim. 

TIM:  Drained. 

MODERATOR:  What do you mean, drained? 

TIM:  I just mean our resources, just our money, our foreign relations, I feel like we’ve 
just used up a lot of . . . stuff. 

MODERATOR:  So as you think about it, what’s been happening?  What’s been 
happening out there, Jennifer?  You said what, slowly struggling did you say or 
improving? 

JENNIFER:  I said slowly improving, because I feel the situation is improving.  I think it’s 
going to take a lot longer than anyone realized.  And how fast it dropped off the cliff out 
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of nowhere, you know, I think it was just a shock.  And everyone’s still in that same 
shock. 

MODERATOR:  What about it, Alex? 

ALEX:  It’s still the same.  Nothing’s really changed yet.  You’ve still got somebody 
introducing ideas, but the ideas still get killed in Congress or changed so much that it 
was a waste of time. 

MODERATOR:  Remi, what are you thinking about . . . think about? 

REMI:  Well, I think its very, I think it was predictable about what happened.  I mean, I 
think that the organized crime is now special interest groups.  And I don’t think that 
anybody has done anything to stop what caused it to begin with. 

MODERATOR:  Others.  Others’ thoughts.  Raymond. 

RAYMOND:  The thing that worries me the most is who is writing these policies and 
why they’re not reading them.  Where do they come up with these ideas . . . 

MODERATOR:  What are you thinking about? 

RAYMOND:  Well, let’s go with the stimulus.  One day it was 12 pages, the next day it 
was 1,000 or something pages overnight.  How did they get those ideas?  Who gave it 
to them?  Who’s coming up with these and why they’re not taking, we take our time to 
pay our bills.  We work hard.   

Why can’t they just take six months to look at these things and make a sound 
thought before they come out and say we’ve got an idea we want to throw it at you and 
then not even know what’s on there. 

MODERATOR:  Tom, how about yourself? 

TOM:  I said it’s improving I can see at from least a financial standpoint.  I audit hedge 
funds.  And, you know, six, eight months ago closing, closing, closing.  Business was 
going down.  We’ve decided that we were not hiring anybody.  Didn’t have to do many 
layoffs at all except for people that were the dead weight.   

And all of a sudden my phone is now ringing again constantly, because the 
market seems to be changing.  And I think the people that are calling me are the type of 
people who are watching the economy and things much closer and better than I am.  I 
have hindsight.  I can figure out what you did, and if you did it right.  But these guys are 
out there saying okay, this is my time.  I’m gonna start to jump back in and make a run 
at this thing.   

MODERATOR:  Anybody else feeling that way?  David. 
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DAVE:  I notice they’re watching a little bit, not as closely.  But yeah, noticing a slight 
upturn.  But I’m worried, because the amount of change that Barack said he was going 
to do, judging on past Presidents, has not happened.  And he thinks he’s going to come 
in and just change everything in four years and everything will be great.  I don’t see that 
happening. 

MODERATOR:  Louis, go ahead.  Or Lou, I’m sorry. 

LOU:  Yeah, I was going to sort of elaborate on Tom’s statement.  I think the Wall Street 
casinos are now open for business again, thanks to the taxpayers who bailed all these 
Wall Street firms out.  And my son’s an executive for Goldman Sachs, so that’s my 
disclaimer right there.   

Again, I have tussles all the time, but I just think we’re really at the mercy of 
these power groups.  I think you mentioned the lobbyists.  And I think the lobbyists, the 
financiers have all just really done a number on us.  And they have the power.  And you 
mentioned about the documentation, I mean, what kind of documentation was there 
really?  And the money was just kind of thrown out the door without any kind of 
accountability.  It’s just—there’s my two cents. 

MODERATOR:  Good two cents.  Others?  Other thoughts? 

JENNIFER:  That’s what I’d like to know is the accountability.  Why are these banks 
showing profits all of a sudden?  They’re back in the game and in addition to the CEO 
bonuses that are being held back and has everyone paid back their stimulus money or 
TARP money?  Who’s watching this, and where is it going to be reported to the public? 

MODERATOR:  Just out of interest, Lou and Jennifer brought this up.  Anybody else, 
and I guess David a little, anybody else concerned about this?  Is this something that 
concerns people or is it just part of what’s out there? 

MAN:  What? 

MODERATOR:  The questions about Wall Street and about the banks, etc.  Is that a 
real concern for people? 

MAN:  Absolutely. 

WOMAN:  Yeah. 

WOMAN:  Absolutely.  

MAN:  . . . a bunch of cash. 

MODERATOR:  When you say absolutely.  What word would you use?  Concern or 
lesser? 
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RAYMOND:  For Wall Street? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  And the banks. 

RAYMOND:  I say concern. 

MODERATOR:  Not at much. 

TOM:  I have concern about the banks more than I do Wall Street. 

MODERATOR:  And you said absolutely, Scott.  Why? 

SCOTT:  At this point, if they are coming back financially and I still don’t have a job, I’m 
a little irritated about it, I’m not going to lie to you.  I’ve been out of work since February, 
and I just now got an e-mail saying someone wanted to interview me.  And that’s not 
right.  I’ve got jobs skills, and it’s not okay with me. 

MODERATOR:  Marsha.  Has anybody else, by the way, been unemployed in the last 
year?  Scott has.  Marsha. 

MARSHA:  Well, I think the general people out there, everybody, you know, everyday 
life other than the politicians, it seems like, don’t want to hear about it every day 
because it’s negative.  It’s life.  You know, it’s like every night if you sit and think about 
. . . your job every day you think am I going to be employed tomorrow or somebody in 
your neighborhood has lost a job.   

There’s always that negative, but there’s, everybody, at least I am, I’m the kind of 
person that my cup is always half full.  I’m always an optimist.  So I’m always thinking, 
you know, guys, there is a tomorrow.  You can get so far at the bottom, and then you 
got to come up and figure out what your mistakes are.  We’ve just got to learn what we 
did and hopefully not do it again.  You know, and that’s the way I look at it. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MARSHA:  . . . that’s where the frustrating part is.  We’re paying all the money to these 
politicians and all these people who, half of them don’t know what they’re doing anyway.  
And they’re sitting there, they’re getting paid by our taxes.   

And I’d like to have somebody, like you were saying, sit down and say okay, why 
did you vote for this, and did you really read it?  You know, we just want accountability 
for everything we’re seeing.  And it’s just not, I don’t think it’s satisfying.  Our hands are 
tied.  We’re not there . . . they’re going to . . . 

REMI:  Has anybody else heard of the cost-of-living raise?  I mean, I’m the oldest one 
here. 
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MARSHA:  Yeah. 

MAN:  Not anymore. 

SCOTT:  I’ve heard of it.  Yeah. 

REMI:  Well, because the whole problem is that it’s a false economy.  And until they 
decide to, you know, take away your credit cards.  Can you live on your salary?  If you 
can’t live on your salary when you take away your credit card, which nobody can, 
obviously they wouldn’t be paying the minimum balance, it means it’s a false economy.  
It means nothing has changed, because nobody wants--it will eventually, because, you 
know, you say Wall Street is okay.  But based on what?  Certainly not based on 
manufacturing. 

LOU:  Wall Street’s not producing anything . . . 

REMI:  It’s not based on manufacturing, it’s not based on--- 

LOU:  It’s based on gambling.  It’s gambling.  It’s like Atlantic City. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MARSHA:  . . . base it on hope.  Because if people are optimistic, then they will go 
ahead and get into it. 

REMI:  . . . go down. 

MARSHA:  We need to have, and the thing is it can all go so far down.  And then we’ve 
got to be smart about it, and hopefully we’ve got people out there who are smart enough 
who can help get us. . . 

MODERATOR:  Let me hear from Raymond, then I’ve got to move on.  Yeah, go 
ahead, Raymond. 

RAYMOND:  Just real quick.  The reason why I think I agree with that it’s a false 
economy, because one is the banks are running on the TARP money, so they’re 
running on our money that we gave them to run their business and they’re creating a 
profit off of that.   
 Second of all, when are they going to pay this money, when they wanted to pay 
the money back, they weren’t allowed to, because then the banks would be like we can 
make our decision giving back people loans and all that.   

But people that are unemployed now, we’re not feeling the affects of them yet.  
They haven’t even started not neglecting their bills yet.  They’ve got still four or five 
months when they start saying I can’t live on unemployment, I can’t pay for my house.  
They’re going to lose their house in foreclosures.  And we’ll go right back to the same 
thing all over again.  So something has to change. 
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MODERATOR:  That leads me, great question.  On a scale of zero to ten, ten says 
things are great, and this is for the country.  Zero says things are awful.  What number 
would you select for today?  Write it down on your piece of paper. 

LOU:  Are you talking about financially or . . . 

MODERATOR:  No, in general. 

LOU:  In general. 

MODERATOR:  When you think about where the country’s at today, I don’t want to put 
it on financial.  I want to put it on everything.  Okay.  What number would you choose 
where things in America are today?  Put down a number.  Everybody got a number 
down? 

LOU:  Can we go—we’re not gonna go--in the negative here? 

MODERATOR:  . . . number down?  

REMI:  I only wrote one, because I see Barack trying to get people involved. 

MODERATOR:  Let me just find out.  How many people wrote down zero, one, or two?  
I have three people who wrote down zero, one, or two. 

SCOTT:  See, and I tried to be the cup is half full. 

WOMAN:  . . . two. 

MODERATOR:  How many people wrote down three or four?  Two, four, five, six, 
seven.  And anybody write down a number above seven?  Six?  Five?  Two people on 
five.  So when you look at today, it’s three people have it down as zero, one, and two.  
Two people have it, or seven people have it in the threes and four categories.  And five 
are two people.  Now, write down another number.  Two years from now, based on what 
you can see, where will America be at two years from now?  Give me a number.   

MAN:  Four. 

NORA(?):  Will be at or hope we’ll be at? 

MODERATOR:  What? 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

ALEX(?)::  Best case scenario or worst-case scenario? 

SCOTT:  At this rate, can we use negatives? 
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JENNIFER:  With or without healthcare? 

MODERATOR:  But none of us know.  Obviously, and it’s not related to any one thing.  
But the answer is from your perspective, here’s what I think we’re going to be at two 
years from now. 

NORA(?):  I think it’s a prediction. 

MODERATOR:  Exactly what it is.  I mean, Scott, two years ago predicted the Baltimore 
Orioles would be leading the American League.  You know, you just never know what 
people . . . 

SCOTT:  I did? 

WOMAN:  That’s a half full glass. 

SCOTT:  I’ve seen the Orioles play.  I don’t think I would have said that. 

MAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Everybody got their number?  Let’s go around the table just 
very quickly.  Give me your number, Raymond. 

RAYMOND:  Eight. 

TOM:  Six. 

NORA:  Six. 

JENNIFER:  Five. 

ALEX:  Five. 

SCOTT:  I’m hoping for a seven with a job. 

MARSHA:  Seven. 

JEANNIE:  Eight. 

DAVE:  Five. 

TIM:  Five. 

LOU:  Two. 

REMI:  I’m still at a one. 
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MODERATOR:  And just quickly, there’s an awful lot of optimism.  What’s the 
optimism?  Is it just boy, I just hope, or is there real optimism? 

SCOTT:  I’m just hoping. 

JEANNIE(?):  Hoping. 

MODERATOR:  Is there any, yeah, go ahead.  Why did you go with an eight? 

RAYMOND:  There’s an election in 2010.  That could change a lot. 

MODERATOR:  Dave, you’re over there at an eight, right? 

DAVE:  No, I said five. 

MODERATOR:  Oh, five.  You were at an eight, Jeannie. 

JEANNIE:  I think there’s a lot of serious issues on the table.  And I think in this short 
time period there’s no way Obama could really get to the heart of all of them.  I think 
he’s doing his best to put key players in position.  I really like some of the people that 
he’s appointed.   

I think, I know we weren’t supposed to discuss this just yet, but healthcare is 
obviously a very big issue.  And I think he’s pushing very hard to try and come up with 
something that’s going to work for the country.  I think it’s okay that it’s stalled, because 
if we’re going to do it, let’s do it right and make it very comprehensive.  But I think it will 
get done.  And that’s remarkable, given the history of healthcare reform. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else, high numbers.  Marsha, your number was seven? 

MARSHA:  A seven.  Yeah.  We do have smart people in this country, and we all feel 
the same.  We all want it to improve.  So I feel that we will.  It just will take us a little 
longer than they had figured. 

MODERATOR:  I’m going to jump very quickly.  Lightning round.  I’m going to read you 
names of various personalities and people.  And I want you to give me a word or phrase 
to describe that person.  So if I were to say Madonna, don’t say to me singer or actress 
or whatever.  Instead what Tom would say, what’s your feelings about her? 

TOM:  Still trying. 

MODERATOR:  What’s your feelings about her, Alex? 

ALEX:  Okay. 

SCOTT:  I don’t really have an opinion on that. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Anybody got . . . 

REMI:  Reinvented. 

MARSHA(?):  Independent. 

MODERATOR:  What I’m looking for are feelings, not a description of the person.  What 
I want is here’s how I feel about this person.  I’m going to start off with Barack Obama, 
Nora.  Word or phrase.  Real quick, lightning round. 

NORA:  I was going to say scary came the first thing.  Scary. 

MODERATOR:  Why scary? 

NORA:  Just a lot of things that just kind of are scaring me about what he’s trying to do.  
This last incident with the police and he’s putting his hands in where he doesn’t belong. 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Tim, word or phrase. 

TIM:  Innovative. 

DAVE:  Worried. 

LOU:  A brilliant man. 

REMI:  Idealistic. 

MARSHA:  Afraid. 

MODERATOR:  Afraid?  Good.  Alex, word or phrase. 

ALEX:  Busy. 

SCOTT:  Still broke.  Not him, me.  He’s probably doing okay. 

MODERATOR:  Again, feelings about Barack Obama. 

RAYMOND:  Confused. 

TOM:  Straightforward. 

MODERATOR:  Jennifer, a word or phrase. 

JENNIFER:  A word or phrase. 

MODERATOR:  Let me move on.  Rush Limbaugh, Scott, word or phrase. 
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SCOTT:  Mouthy. 

TIM:  Manipulative. 

DAVE:  I don’t like him. 

RAYMOND:  Too outspoken. 

MARSHA:  Entertaining. 

JENNIFER:  Trying to bring things to the surface. 

MODERATOR:  Nora, Hillary Clinton. 

NORA:  Smart. 

SCOTT:  I’m unprepared for this question.  I’m sorry.  She can’t be stupid.  I would have 
to go with intelligent as well. 

ALEX:  Used unappropriately. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

ALEX:  Used unappropriately.   

REMI:  Relentless. 

LOU:  Great. 

JEANNIE:  Determined. 

MARSHA:  No trust. 

RAYMOND:  Energetic. 

MODERATOR:  John McCain, Remi. 

REMI:  I’d have to say over the hill at this point. 

RAYMOND:  I’d have to say, I can’t think of one. 

MODERATOR:  Who’s got one?  Jennifer. 

JENNIFER:  Disappointed. 

MODERATOR:  Disappointed or disappointing? 
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LOU:  That was my word. 

JENNIFER:  Disappointing. 

LOU:  Disappointing. 

MODERATOR:  Disappointing.  Who else?  Yeah, Tim. 

TIM:  A fighter. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 

DAVE:  Strong willed. 

MODERATOR:  What else?   

WOMAN:  . . . 

ALEX:  Still trying. 

MODERATOR:  And disappointing, Jennifer, because? 

JENNIFER:  He didn’t deliver.  He didn’t deliver in the election.  He didn’t deliver the 
choices that he made. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody know Mitch McConnell?  Hands up if you know Mitch 
McConnell.  No hands. 

RAYMOND:  Is he a senator? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Do you know anything about him? 

RAYMOND:  Just a little bit. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Mitch McConnell, not.  Okay.  Joe Biden, word or 
phrase, Scott. 

SCOTT:  Sorry, I’m not good in pressure situations.  Hopeful. 

JENNIFER:  Embarrassing. 

MAN:  There we go. 

JEANNIE:  He needs prewritten statements. 

MODERATOR:  What? 
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JEANNIE:  He needs prewritten statements. 

REMI:  Special interests. 

MODERATOR:  What do you mean, special interests? 

REMI:  He’s a big credit card person. 

LOU:  Good old boy. 

TIM:  Seasoned. 

MARSHA:  Keep an eye on. 

TOM:  Would not have been my first choice. 

NORA:  Nice looking. 

ALEX:  Useless. 

DAVE:  Piggybacking. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

DAVE:  Piggybacking. 

MODERATOR:  Nancy Pelosi.  How many know Nancy Pelosi?  Hands up.  Let me see 
the hands up.  Basically about 11 out of 12.  Word or phrase. 

RAYMOND:  Pushy. 

TOM:  I don’t have an opinion on her. 

NORA:  Strong willed. 

JENNIFER:  Disrespectful. 

MODERATOR:  Disrespectful of who? 

JENNIFER:  Disrespectful of President Bush, disrespectful of the people she 
represents. 

ALEX:  No opinion. 

SCOTT:  Interesting. 

MODERATOR:  Interesting.  What are you really trying to tell me? 
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SCOTT:  I just think she has interesting opinions on things. 

MARSHA:  Self-centered a little bit. 

JEANNIE:  Outspoken. 

MODERATOR:  Outspoken.  What are you trying to tell me? 

JEANNIE:  I like her.  She’s from Baltimore too, so I’m kind of fond of her. 

DAVE:  I agree with Jennifer, disrespectful. 

MODERATOR:  Disrespectful of who? 

DAVE:  The people she serves. 

MODERATOR:  The people she serves meaning in the Congress or . . . 

DAVE:  In the Congress, yeah. 

TIM:  Overconfident. 

LOU:  Strong willed. 

REMI:  Sneaky. 

MODERATOR:  Why sneaky? 

REMI:  Because she’s just always there.  She’s not really saying what she feels.  I think 
if she could, she wouldn’t be, she doesn’t like what Barack Obama has to say but she 
wouldn’t say it, because he’s the President.  I just get the, she’s not real sincere. 

MODERATOR:  Democratic Party, word or phrase?  Anybody.  Quick. 

REMI:  On top. 

LOU:  Divided. 

MARSHA:  Splitting. 

RAYMOND:  Split. 

MODERATOR:  And when you think of split, what are you trying to say? 

MARSHA:  Years ago you, oh, Democrat.  Well, I’m a strong Democrat.  Now it’s like 
I’m kind of a Democrat but, you know, these buts are out there now. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody else, Democratic Party? 

JENNIFER:  Innovative. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else, Democratic Party?  Republican Party? 

MAN:  . . . 

WOMAN:  They need to get their act together. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

REMI:  It’s got a long way to go. 

RAYMOND:  Lack of leadership. 

DAVE:  Defeated. 

LOU(?):  In trouble. 

MODERATOR:  What’s wrong with the Republican Party? 

JENNIFER:  Cronyism. 

MODERATOR:  What’s wrong with the Republican Party? 

REMI:  They’re too conservative. 

LOU:  They’re not tackling the issues. 

JEANNIE:  Trying to stall the issues. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

JEANNIE:  Trying to stall. 

LOU(?):  Trying to stall the issues. 

MODERATOR:  What else?  What’s wrong with the Republican Party? 

MARSHA:  Fear of upsetting the apple cart maybe. 

MODERATOR:  What else is wrong with the Republican Party? 

JENNIFER:  Afraid to change their platform. 
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MODERATOR:  Good.  Harry Reid.  How many know Harry Reid?  I have two hands 
up.  Nobody, the rest of you don’t know him.  Viewpoint? 

JENNIFER:  Disrespectful as well . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

RAYMOND:  Not a leader. 

MODERATOR:  Sarah Palin.  Okay, Scott, word or phrase. 

WOMAN:  I want to hear this one. 

MAN:  He’s got to tone it down. 

SCOTT:  How can I say this? 

MAN:  In mixed company. 

SCOTT:  If I wanted a stripper for President, she’d be my pick.  I just don’t, sorry, she’s 
not real bright.  I’m sorry. 

MARSHA:  Just one word?  A future, good future. 

JEANNIE:  I’m glad she’s out. 

DAVE:  She’s determined. 

TIM:  Average as a person, not as a politician. 

MODERATOR:  And what is she as a politician? 

TIM:  Below average. 

LOU:  Idiot. 

REMI:  Aquarius. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

REMI:  Aquarius . . . 

MODERATOR:  What? 

REMI:  I was aiming for astrology, an Aquarius. 

MODERATOR:  Which is, you’re trying to say what? 
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REMI:  Nutty. 

JENNIFER:  I’m an Aquarius. 

REMI:  I don’t mean it that, my husband and my son are both Aquarius’s. 

MODERATOR:  See, I knew there was a way to get people . . . we’ll talk about them 
later.  Raymond. 

RAYMOND:  I’d have to say energetic. 

TOM:  I tend to disagree.  I don’t her as attractive as everybody else does.  But I wish 
she would just go away.  I’m tired of hearing about her. 

MODERATOR:  Nora. 

SCOTT:  If I could clear up my opinion, I really find her attractive. 

TOM:  Best out of the pool . . . 

SCOTT:  Yeah. 

TOM:  It’s relative . . . 

NORA:  She has a good speaking voice.  That’s about all I can say about her. 

JENNIFER:  Celebrity. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

ALEX:  Comical. 

MODERATOR:  One more, quickly.  Michelle Obama, Lou, word or phrase, real quick. 

LOU:  Beautiful. 

TIM:  Educated. 

DAVE:  She did well at work.  She moved up at work, did well. 

JEANNIE:  I think she’s a great role model all the way around, as a First Lady, as a 
mother of two young children.  I think she’s wonderful. 

MARSHA:  In my eyes she’s improved as far as the position she’s in. 

SCOTT:  I’ve never really had a negative opinion of her.  I don’t think I really have 
enough information to give you a valid opinion on that. 
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ALEX:  I’m right around there.  I just hope she doesn’t become what you call a 
celebrity-ish. 

JENNIFER:  I haven’t heard that she’s picked a cause.  I think she’s a good role model. 

NORA:  Good role model, intelligent. 

TOM:  Carries herself well. 

RAYMOND:  I don’t have an opinion. 

REMI:  Comforting. 

LOU:  Good role model, good parent. 

MODERATOR:  Marsha, you said something that intrigued me.  What was your . . . 

MARSHA:  That my first opinion from right in the beginning was I didn’t think that highly 
of her in the beginning.  So I’ve learned a lot . . . what she’s done. 

MODERATOR:  And how did she change your opinion or what went on here? 

MARSHA:  I think it’s the longer she’s been around the people in the office, they’ve 
dressed her nicer, her speech is . . . I mean it’s all organized.  Of course, everybody’s 
organized in politics.  You have speech writers.  You have people who dress you.  
You’ve got to realize they do create you.  And I think they’ve done a good job.  I think 
she comes across well now.  I mean, she is a very smart lady.  But she’s come from 
what I was not impressed at all when I first saw her. 

MODERATOR:  And you were not impressed because? 

MARSHA:  Well, presentation, how she spoke, how she looked, how she dressed.  I 
mean, one day one dress she had on was the worst.  And it was on TV.  But she’s come 
far.  But I think it’s because they’ve shaped her very well, they created her . . . 

MODERATOR:  See these people?  All the people we’ve just talked about.  Get on a 
plane this weekend.  It’s going to be a two-hour ride.  You’re going out to Dallas, Texas.  
Who’s the one person you don’t want sitting next to you?  Put it down on a piece of 
paper.  Don’t want sitting next to you.  It’s a Southwest flight by the way.  Who’s the one 
person you don’t want sitting next to you?  Everybody write it down?  Here’s the one 
person I don’t want sitting next to me.  Remi wrote down? 

REMI:  Nancy Pelosi. 

MODERATOR:  How many wrote down Nancy Pelosi is the one person I don’t want 
sitting next to me?  Four people.  Lou, who did you write down? 
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LOU:  Rush Limbaugh. 

MODERATOR:  How many said I don’t want Rush Limbaugh?  Two, four, six.  Who’d 
you write down, Tom? 

TOM:  I wrote down Sarah Palin. 

MODERATOR:  And Jennifer? 

JENNIFER:  Nancy Pelosi. 

MODERATOR:  Who else?  Did I miss somebody? 

SCOTT:  Sarah Palin.   

MODERATOR:  So it’s going to be a tough time.  Interesting.  You ended up with Rush 
Limbaugh on one side, and you had the middle seat and you ended up with Sarah Palin 
on the other.   

MAN:  The flight from hell. 

WOMAN:  That would be an interesting seat. 

MAN:  I think I’ll ask for a parachute. 

MARSHA(?):  That’s when you put the headset on, put the headset on and turn on . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  Who’s the one person that you’d like to have sitting next to you on the 
plane?  Write that down.  Here’s the person I’d most like to have sitting next to me on 
the plane.   

SCOTT:  That’s what life’s about, right? 

MODERATOR:  Who did you write down, Tom? 

TOM:  I wrote Barack Obama. 

MODERATOR:  How many wrote down Barack Obama?  About eight, nine people.  
Who did you write down? 

RAYMOND:  John McCain. 

MODERATOR:  How many wrote down John McCain?  Two people.  Who did you write 
down? 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL  
INDEPENDENT VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, JULY 29, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
PAGE 23 

 
JENNIFER:  Hillary Clinton. 

MARSHA:  You’re just going to hate me all.  Rush.  It would be an interesting flight, and 
I’d get home fast. 

MODERATOR:  There it is.  And now you know how we get seat assignments.  Tell me 
something.  Congress is going out for its summer break in a day or so.  What pleases 
you about what Congress has done over six months?  Anything that they’ve done which 
you say yeah, that pleases me?  Glad that they, anybody got something? 

MAN:  . . . 

JENNIFER:  I would say that when, I forget . . . but when John McCain said I’m getting 
out of the campaign and I’m going back to Washington because this is an emergency, I 
kind of feel like they should not go on summer break.  I think we have a lot of work to 
do.  And I don’t appreciate them going on a summer break when this country is in . . . 

SCOTT:  I want a permanent break.  I don’t think they . . . 

MODERATOR:  I hear you, and I don’t want to truncate that discussion if people want it.  
But I really was thinking about, okay, they’ve been in session since the beginning of 
January.  It’s now the beginning of August.  Is there anything that you say yeah, I’d like 
to give them a little credit for what they’ve done in the first six months? 

ALEX:  Did they actually pass the killing of F-22 all the way yet?  Did it pass the House? 

JENNIFER:  Yeah, that was good. 

MODERATOR:  But you would say . . . 

ALEX:  That would be that one . . . 

MODERATOR:  That’s something, the F-22.  Anybody else have something that they 
would add?  Something that you say yeah, I think the Congress . . . 

JEANNIE:  Has the Supreme Court nomination been approved was one of my . . . 

MAN:  That was confirmed. 

MAN:  Just . . . 

MODERATOR:  But that would be something that you would say would be . . .  

WOMAN:  Yeah. 

MAN:  Yes. 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL  
INDEPENDENT VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, JULY 29, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
PAGE 24 

 
MODERATOR:  And, David, you’d agree with that.  And the reason you agree with 
Sonia Sotomayor?  Tell me why you agree with that. 

DAVE:  I think that she would be a good judge, a good person to kind of be well 
rounded.  Give it that female perspective as well as . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

MAN:  A minority. 

DAVE:  . . . so much minority anymore, but yes. 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else have something?  Yeah, Ray. 

RAYMOND:  About the Congress?  The only thing that’s decent they passed was the 
Cash for Clunkers.  I mean, I got a letter in the mail saying I trade my car in, get $4,500.  
Now all these car dealerships are making deals with us.  They’re negotiating, because 
they’re looking for money also. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else got something?  Okay.  Turn it around.  Anything in 
terms of Congress that displeases you, where you say boy, I’m really disappointed with 
the Congress?  I mean, I take Jennifer’s point that there’s a lot on the, to be done and 
they shouldn’t take a summer recess or a summer break.  But, you know, what is it that 
displeases you that you’ve seen over the first eight months?  Either something they 
have done or something they haven’t done.  

WOMAN:  . . . doing the same old thing. 

LOU:  Well, giving Wall Street whatever Wall Street is asking for.  That definitely burned 
me up.  

JENNIFER:  What have they done?  I like the . . . with the car dealers.  I liked how they 
called them before.  I liked how they, if I’m not mistaken, brokered the unions to play in 
the game and give up some things.  So I liked what they did with the hearings that they 
did with the car dealers. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  So the way in which they dealt with bankruptcy for General Motors and 
Chrysler. 

ALEX:  But Congress didn’t do that.  They just reamed them out.  That was about it. 

MODERATOR:  What? 
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JENNIFER:  Right.  I liked the reaming them out.  And I liked when they called them on 
the carpet for the corporate jets and the way that whole thing was handled. 

MODERATOR:  . . . good.  Other things that occur to you that appear between 
Democrats and Republicans or Democratic and Republican Congress where they’ve 
been able to do something that makes you unhappy?  Where you say gee, I’m 
disappointed?  Alex. 

ALEX:  Unhappy on the car mileage and what they did with the, was it emissions.  They 
took what was almost a promising thing and just slashed it, cut it, put holes in it and just 
destroyed it from what the idea was into nothing.  So that was a big waste of time pretty 
much. 

MODERATOR:  Other things that occur to you? 

JEANNIE:  I don’t like all the advertising on TV for the healthcare business.  I think it’s 
confusing to the general public on both sides.  I find it confusing. 

MODERATOR:  Other things? 

JENNIFER:  I think they need to get their houses in order, their personal houses in 
order.  I’m sick of reading how immoral they all are.  It’s not one party or another.  It’s 
the whole group of them.  They’re, you know . . . 

RAYMOND:  I wrote two things, cap and trade and the stimulus. 

MODERATOR:  Making you unhappy? 

RAYMOND:  Not reading them, you know. 

MODERATOR:  Just voting on them. 

RAYMOND:  Just voting on them when they got their Senator on TV saying why am I 
going to read 1,000 pages when it’s easy to vote on it?  That’s what we pay you for. 

SCOTT:  Because we’re paying him to read a thousand pages. 

RAYMOND:  That’s what you get paid for is to read it, you know. 

SCOTT:  I’ll take his job.  I’ll read the 1,000 pages by tomorrow. 

RAYMOND:  So would I. 

WOMAN:  . . . something . . . 

ALEX:  But they don’t get paid for that.  They pay the other people for that. 
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MODERATOR:  What else?  Is there anything else where yeah, I mean, if I said to you 
what makes you the single most unhappy about the Congress, what would you say? 

NORA(?):  Special interests . . . 

ALEX:  They’re always paying somebody off for the vote. 

MODERATOR:  Paying off for the vote.  What else? 

DAVE:  Taking all the legislation and adding things that they want to it and making it, 
like you said, a thousand pages . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Let me turn.  I want to go to the presidential situation.  
And let me start off.  I’m going to ask you something that’s often difficult to do.  But think 
back to election night when you realized that Barack Obama was going to be the next 
President of the United States.  Can you remember and give me your initial reaction?  
What was your initial reaction when you realized the 44th President of the United States 
is going to be Barack Obama?  Can you remember? 

REMI:  Yeah, I was really excited to see how the world, you know, it’s a great, great 
leap forward for minorities, a huge leap forward for monitories and not just in America 
but all over the world.  And it was really kind of refreshing to see that. 

LOU:  My first thought was there’s real hope for this country in terms of regaining our 
stature in the world and straightening up our financial problems. 

TIM:  I remember, I was talking to a couple people and my parents particularly, and they 
just thought it was a, you know, a godsend that this was happening and was happy that 
Barack had won.  But I just remember that we had such a long way to go no matter 
who’s in office.  So I just remember everybody being so happy, but remembering the 
dismal state our country was in.  That’s what stood out. 

 DAVE:  I was disappointed but also I guess hopeful, the fact that from the outside it 
looks like we’ve broken down some barriers on race and color. 

JEANNIE:  I was honestly surprised, but I was very happy, because I had voted for him.  
And I think he presented a major sense of optimism.  And I think the whole country felt 
it, I mean, there was just such surprise and just a lot of very happy people, all for the 
best. 

MARSHA:  Well, I did not vote for him.  But, at the same time, I didn’t really like my 
choices on the other side either.  So I don’t feel like I had a fair even-steven choice.  So 
of the choices, I think that was good.  And it’s a nice change for the country, which is 
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good.  And I hate that word change now.  I hate it.  It’s been over killed.  But I think it’s a 
good step.  But now let’s see, let’s hope . . . up. 

MODERATOR:  No.  But I’m getting you back to election night.  Okay.  You realized 
that . . . 

MARSHA:  I was disappointed but I knew that that was . . . need to be and see where 
we go.  

SCOTT:  I was somewhat excited.  It seemed like the lesser of two evils had won out.  
And I was interested in seeing if what he said he was going to do is what he actually 
does.  

ALEX:  Surprised, worried, and sad. 

MODERATOR:  And what was the third word? 

ALEX:  I said saddened. 

MODERATOR:  Why? 

ALEX:  Because, at the same time I was happy because he got elected, I was surprised 
he won.  Worried because actually sadly I did not think he might make it to inauguration 
because how the world is.  And saddened because he’s the first black one, but he came 
in such a bad position that nine out of ten times that could be played as a reason why 
nothing happened.  So you just killed that whole movement period, so. 

JENNIFER:  I pledged all my hopes for him.  I was, I didn’t vote for him, but I was 
caught up in that excitement and I cried and I have friends that are African-American, 
and I was caught up in their happiness and I just hoped he did well. 

NORA:  I was very excited.  It was just nice to see that people just kind of came 
together and everybody was just really, really excited.  And everybody I talk to was 
hopeful. 

TOM:  I was not surprised.  I had a feeling he was going to win.  And I was happy that, I 
won’t use the word change, but something different was coming. 

MODERATOR:  Is that all right with you, Marsha? 

MARSHA:  That’s all right.  You’ve got to get that word out of there, guys. 

SCOTT:  She’s got a couple sharp pencils down here. 

MODERATOR:  And what were you, so your mood was something different.  Was the 
word happy?  How did you feel? 
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TOM:  Yeah, I was happy.  I was not a fan of Bush the first time, the second time, 
anywhere in between, you know.  So I was glad . . . I was glad that Republican was out.  
And I like the guy.  I don’t care if, I don’t vote on race or color or sex or anything else.  I 
just wanted someone else in there who wasn’t afraid to try something different and I 
don’t mind.   

He’s got a little bit of the same thing I have which tends to be foot in mouth 
disease.  Open mouth, insert foot.  But I tend to trust somebody who does that, because 
I know that he’s saying what he wants to say whether it’s right or wrong or whether you 
always agree. 

RAYMOND:  I was surprised but then there was optimism, because his party won both 
houses and so see what they’re going to do now it’s in their hands, the ball.  So going a 
different direction. 

MARSHA:  Can I make one more comment? 

MODERATOR:  Sure, please, Marsha. 

MARSHA:  Because you hit right on it when you said, going back to that night I was 
thinking how proud I was of the country that we have so many voters.  Either side they 
go on, everybody has their own opinions.  But to see all the ages and the kids, because 
having young kids, they made sure that they were registered.  And it’s just like, wow, 
this is the way it should be. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

NORA:  That was amazing . . . 

REMI:  . . . it was really unbelievable to see how people were so excited for America.  I 
was in the Caribbean and not in like St. Thomas.  I wasn’t in an American, I was in a 
British one. 

MARSHA:  People cared and they listened.  There . . . elections.  They’re like oh . . . 
having an election this week. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

REMI:  It was just like the Forth of July. 

MARSHA:  Yes.  And that made me feel proud of the country. 

REMI:  . . . you know, and they weren’t Americans.  And they were just, you know, just 
to see what it did for the world. 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL  
INDEPENDENT VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, JULY 29, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
PAGE 29 

 
MODERATOR:  I’m going to do two things at this stage.  One, could you write down on 
the pad, on your pad the three things that stand out in your mind about the first six 
months of the Obama Administration.  Or I should say this, of Barack Obama as 
President.  What are the three things that stand out in your mind about Barack Obama 
as President in the first six months?  Whatever comes to your mind.   

And it can be personal, it can be professional, it can be issues, it can be 
something that’s related to you or anything.  That here are the three things that come to 
my mind when I think of Barack Obama’s first six months.  Let me start around, and let’s 
try and move pretty quickly on this.  Alex, we’ll start with you. 

ALEX:  On a mission, pushy, and real. 

MODERATOR:  On a mission, pushy, and real.  When you say pushy you mean what? 

ALEX:  When he has an idea in his head he wants it done, it’s going to get done one 
way or another no matter . . . 

MODERATOR:  So you mean sort of determined. 

ALEX:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  Versus pushy meaning bad pushy. 

ALEX:  Not bad pushy, good pushy. 

MODERATOR:  Good pushy.  Okay.  That’s what I wanted to get.  And real meant 
what? 

ALEX:  Like when he’s on TV, everything is not an act of the political polish.  It’s just 
sometimes you actually see his real personality stick through instead of what he knows 
he should say.  

JENNIFER:  Spending our money.  He’s very free with money.  I think he’s too casual.  I 
think he a little bit disrespects the office a little bit, always being in polo shirts and I’m 
not real happy about that.  And then just all the businesses that are closing.  The people 
need help.  And when I think of him, I have to associate it with the first six months . . .  

NORA:  I feel that he’s been more up front.  He does a lot of speeches.  He verbalizes a 
lot.  I think he probably verbalizes maybe a little more than we’ve ever been used to 
having a President.  And I see him as a casual kind of, and I kind of like it in a sense, 
being that he’s showing himself as a real person.  And, of course, spending too much of 
our stimulus money or money . . .  

TOM:  I put one, that he was respectful, especially with his dealings with the press and 
answering questions.  I don’t think he was as rude as other people we’ve had in the 
past.  Intelligent.  I think he comes off very intelligent.  And kind of with what they’re 
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saying with the real, being honest.  I think him being real makes me feel that he is being 
honest. 

RAYMOND:  He’s a great speaker.  He’s conflicting, and he’s always look like he’s 
staged with his teleprompters and, every time. 

MODERATOR:  And explain to me conflicting.  What are you telling me? 

RAYMOND:  Well, he says one thing, and then when he doesn’t have his 
teleprompters, he messes up and then he says another thing.  So he’s being staged but 
not internalizing what he’s saying. 

REMI:  Well, I put down that he’s the only one that’s come along that might break the 
back of corruption by going to the people directly.  It’s the only way to get anything done 
at this point.  And I think he does a good job at that.  You know, he explains things to 
people so that they can understand it.   

Like he did healthcare today.  I don’t know if anybody saw it.  But he explains it 
so they can understand it.  And the special interest groups buy all this time on TV and 
they scare you.  And nobody questions it.  But he explained it.  And I think . . . 

MODERATOR:  Did you have a third, or those were the three? 

REMI:  No, those are my. 

LOU:  I wrote down I like the way he communicates with the country.  He really employs 
direct talking techniques.  I like the way he’s willing to deal with tough issues for 
example, for healthcare.  And I’m also impressed with his representing of our country 
overseas. 

TIM:  He does spend our money.  Though on the positive side, he definitely follows 
through with what he was saying.  Because before he got elected, I mean, I was worried 
that he’d . . . he’s good under pressure.  I believe he’s a very good speaker, especially 
who was previously in office.   

And this isn’t really necessarily about him, though I believe it’s about what he’s 
done for us.  What stood out to me in the first six months is when the Dow Jones hit 
9,000.  I mean, I’m not sure if anybody paid attention to when that happened.  But I just 
know my 401(k) isn’t like down like 40%, like 201(k).  

DAVE:  He’s made some tough decisions.   

MODERATOR:  Can you give an example? 

DAVE:  I guess pushing the healthcare, really pushing it.  I think he’s pushing it too 
much.  But making that decision that that needs to be done.  He is determined.  But I 
think he has his hands in it or trying to have his hands in everything a little too much. 
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JEANNIE:  I like the ways he’s extremely diplomatic.  As someone mentioned, previous 
people were not quite as diplomatic with heads of foreign states, etc.  On that level, I 
like the way he is.   

But also as far as the country, I like his town hall meeting styles, his frequent 
press conferences.  I mean, I think he’s really trying to stay on level or keeping the 
American people informed as best he can.  And I think that’s, that makes us all feel 
better.  I think obviously he’s very intelligent.  I admire his ability to admit a mistake 
when he’s made it.   

MODERATOR:  Example? 

JEANNIE:  Professor Gates.  Okay, that was a mess-up.  He knows that.  But right 
away, and he admitted he didn’t have enough information.  And he never should have 
said anything to begin with.  But at least he . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

SCOTT:  I can respect that much. 

JEANNIE:  Huh? 

SCOTT:  I said I can respect that much. 

JEANNIE:  Well, he did.  But it’s okay.  You know, we all make mistakes.  But for 
everybody to jump on him because he’s the President I think is inappropriate.  And I just 
think it’s really cool the way he handled it, inviting the two to the White House for a beer.  
You know, let’s get it down to the level where it is.  It shouldn’t be all blown out of 
proportion.   

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Marsha. 

JEANNIE:  But I think his honesty is what I really admire. 

MARSHA:  I mean, I have to learn by what he’s doing and, you know, I’ve got to keep 
my eyes open and see how he’s doing.  As far as . . . people, I agree.  I think he is 
reaching out to the people, and people are feeling more comfortable with him.  He’s a 
little more casually dressed.  Sometimes that’s bad.  I agree.  But he, but the one 
picture where they were talking about his blue jeans, the type of jeans he wore and stuff 
like that, hey he’s got blue jeans.  The guy’s comfortable.  

NORA(?):  . . . baseball . . . 

MARSHA:  Yeah, yeah.  And I just think he needs to watch who is getting him advice.  
That just makes me scared with the spending of the money.  You know, he’s in a very 
strong office.  I do like the fact that a lot of the countries out there are looking at him like 
oh, wow, okay.  Let’s listen to America now.  Let’s, you know, because everybody’s in 
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the same boat.  The economy across the world is really a mess.  So that’s good.  I think 
he’s maybe pulling some of the countries in that maybe hadn’t been. 

SCOTT:  I have down that I like what he’s trying to do with healthcare.  I haven’t seen it 
done yet.  Two, bailouts, tired of them.  Nobody’s bailing me out.  And record high 
unemployment is kind of irritating.  Those are my three. 

MODERATOR:  Great.  And is there a single . . . 

MAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Oh, Alex.  I apologize.  Thank you.  No, I didn’t miss him, because he 
told me he was on a mission.  He was pushy but good pushy.  Okay.  Is there a single 
high point for the President in the first six months where you say high point?  Anybody?  
Anybody think of something you say boy, there’s a high point? 

REMI:  I would say healthcare. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody got a high point? 

SCOTT:  I’d have to agree with what she said.  I like the fact that he was honest.  I 
respect the fact that he said he was wrong.  I haven’t seen another President . . . 

JENNIFER:  He pulled the troops out of the cities . . . he said he was going to do that. 

SCOTT:  He said he was going to.  But I haven’t seen it yet. 

MODERATOR:  High point.  Not an event that you think of.  I threw up a whole bunch of 
things as just, because it’s just so hard to remember these things.  I just put down a list 
of about 15 different things that were, that have happened in the first six months.  And 
they’re all over.  If you were to just select two or three that sort of shaped your thinking 
about the Obama Presidency, what two or three things would you choose?  Put your 
name up at the top of the page, please.  Thank you very much.   

WOMAN:  Circle the ones? 

MODERATOR:  Circle two or three that you say, boy, this has shaped my thinking 
about him.   

MAN:  Does it like shape in a good way? 

MODERATOR:  Well, yeah, I think in most cases it would be these are really sort of 
aimed at the positive side.  Yes. 

SCOTT:  So what exactly are we circling these for?  I’m sorry. 
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MAN:  This is the high points, right? 

WOMAN:  High points. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

MAN:  His high points, right? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah. 

WOMAN:  Good points, right . . . okay. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Though obviously you can look at, I think for the most part, I 
think that it’s really aimed at the positive side.  Are we there?  Nora, you got one you 
circled? 

NORA:  Yes.  Actually I’ve got three. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, give me one of them. 

NORA:  His prime time news conferences . . . 

MODERATOR:  Which is J, right? 

NORA:  J. 

MODERATOR:  How many else circled J?  I’ve got one, two, three, four, five, six, 
seven.  Great.  Who else has got one?  Give me another letter.  Go ahead, Jeannie? 

JEANNIE:  C, overall healthcare. 

MODERATOR:  How many circled C as something?  Three people did.  Who else has 
got something?  

TOM:  N. 

MODERATOR:  N.  How many circled N?  He called on Americans to engage in public 
service.  Three people. 

WOMAN:  K. 

MAN:  K.   

MODERATOR:  How many put bipartisan approach?  One, two, three, four.  Anybody 
else got something for me? 

DAVE:  I have F . . . 
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WOMAN:  F. 

DAVE:  I said F. 

MODERATOR:  What?  F?  F, the trips and summit meetings.  How many put that 
down?  One, two, three, four.  Good.  Who else?  I? 

RAYMOND:  I, yeah. 

MODERATOR:  I, economic.  How many put that down?   

MARSHA:  I know you said only two, but I did a couple more.  I did more than two. 

MAN:  I had three. 

SCOTT:  I didn’t know we were supposed to stop at two. 

MODERATOR:  So we have a couple people.  Anybody else got something that I 
missed?  What? 

MAN:  D. 

MODERATOR:  D.  Anybody else have the Somali situation?  Alex and Dave.  Two.  
Anybody else? 

TOM:  I also put H. 

MODERATOR:  H.  Anybody have H, the personal lives? 

SCOTT:  I have E. 

MODERATOR:  E?  Afghanistan. 

MAN:  . . . 

JENNIFER:  I have E. 

JEANNIE:  I have E too. 

MODERATOR:  Oh, let’s see E.  Hold it.  One, two, three, four.  Good.  Am I missing 
anything else that . . . 

JENNIFER:  I have B. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

JENNIFER:  I have B. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody else have B?  Okay, quite a few B’s.  So, again, I’m running a 
little bit behind in time.  So just in terms of looking at this, as I look at the, I’m going to 
leave it here.  I’ll give you one shot.  Anybody has something that they want to say 
about something on this page, which is not just duplicative of what we’ve been talking 
about but a point that needs to be made?  Just raise your hand and go for it.  Anything 
on the page where you say I want to say something before we move on?  Jeannie? 

JEANNIE:  My big thing is healthcare reform.  I know we have 47 million people without 
healthcare insurance.  And of that number, I believe about 20% is children.  I work with 
children as a school nurse.  And I see it up close and personal.   

And I think that’s something that, you know, if our country really wants to move 
forward and our children are our future and I’m just a big advocate for children’s 
healthcare in addition to everybody else’s.  And I think at the bottom when he goes into 
the swine flu, we could have a real mess here in the fall, you know, with people getting 
very sick and not having healthcare. 

MODERATOR:  Got it.  Alex. 

ALEX:  I actually was against B.  That was the one point where his pushy was actually 
bad to me.  He should have actually just let them die or fix it themselves. 

MODERATOR:  And the other people who said I saluted him for what he did there on 
the automobile companies.  Tell me why you put down, Nora? 

NORA:  Something needed to be done as far as getting them moving and just getting it 
done just to stimulate whatever rather than, because it seemed like they didn’t know 
what to do.  Obviously they’ve had some choice of doing that so. 

MODERATOR:  So you were glad to see action. 

NORA:  I was glad some action was done. 

JENNIFER:  Well, I think that the stocks of those companies was affecting Wall Street.  
And I think that they wouldn’t have done anything in any quick manner on their own.  
They would have just continued on and lost more money and not had any plan 
whatsoever and no accountability. 

DAVE:  That there’s millions of people working for those companies and millions of 
people would have been out of work.  And that would have caused a lot of more 
problems.  So I’m glad that he stepped in there. 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else want to say something on any other subject?  
Lou and Remi. 
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LOU:  I liked K, where Obama’s really gone out of his way to deal with the other side of 
the aisle in terms of inviting Republicans to the White House.  I mean, he really goes out 
of his way to try to get some kind of consensus on what we need for the country. 

MODERATOR:  Do you agree with that, Dave?  Yes or no, that he’s working for 
bipartisanship consensus? 

DAVE:  Not, it’s not something that really stood out for me, but. 

MODERATOR:  Marsha, agree or dis . . . 

MARSHA:  Yeah, I agree totally with . . . 

JENNIFER:  They’re still voting, so except for this last go around and the healthcare.  I 
think that they’re still voting along party lines.  I think he needs to do more in that area. 

MODERATOR:  And Raymond, on bipartisanship? 

RAYMOND:  No. 

MODERATOR:  He’s not really doing much.  Good.  Anybody else?  Remi, you had one 
thing. 

REMI:  I just wanted to ask you, there’s nothing here about education.  Did they just 
drop that?  

MODERATOR:  I just think in the first six months it’s hard to pick out something where 
they’re doing a major push. 

REMI:  I mean, that was a big thing of his, wasn’t it? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah.  But to my knowledge at least as we picked out . . . 

REMI(?):  . . . drop it. 

MODERATOR:  . . . the first six months.  And the thing that makes me feel most 
uncertain about Barack Obama is?  Finish this sentence.  The thing that makes me feel 
most uncertain about Barack Obama is?  We’ll just do it orally.  You don’t have to write 
it down.  I’ll just go around the table and we’ll do it very quickly.  Let’s start with Marsha. 

MARSHA:  I’m sorry, say that again. 

MODERATOR:  The thing that makes me most uncertain about Barack Obama is? 

MARSHA:  The speed that he’s doing changes. 
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JEANNIE:  I can’t really come up with anything. 

DAVE:  How determined he is to get things done that I think it could be good in some 
aspects but it could be bad. 

TIM:  Similar response.  His conviction. 

MODERATOR:  That worries you? 

TIM:  It worries me. 

MODERATOR:  Because? 

TIM:  He might be thinking he’s doing the right thing and very well may be.  But 
sometimes I think at the speed that he’s doing things it’s a little bit of a gamble.  That’s 
all. 

LOU:  I’m concerned about the same type of thing I like about him, that’s his 
bipartisanship.  I think he allows himself to almost become derailed sometimes when he 
should just draw a line in the sand. 

REMI:  I’m worried that he’s not going to be able to keep the public from getting divided.  
And that’s his strength . . . make it in the Congress or the Senate. 

RAYMOND:  I’m just worried he has no checks and balances.  He can pass anything 
with his party, and no one can stop it. 

TOM:  I’m worried he’s not going to be able to do everything he said he was going to 
do.  And that’s going to hurt him like it has others in the past. 

NORA:  I’m worried, again, the speed what he’s doing.  It just seems like he’s on a fast 
train and just doesn’t . . . 

MODERATOR:  And the speed that’s been mentioned, the speed of change, the too 
determined, tell me what the fear level is.  What are we getting at here? 

NORA:  I just think that a lot of things are not taken under consideration.  You’re 
bypassing things.  He’s bypassing a lot of things that should be looked at.  Healthcare is 
also a big issue.  I think it really needs to be investigated.  I don’t think you can read a 
couple pieces of paper and say this is the way it’s going to be.   

MAN:  . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 
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JEANNIE:  A lot of things need to be fixed.  

NORA:  It’s going to affect so many people in so many ways that you just can’t do that 
just that quickly.  I mean, how many years have we been trying to deal with this?  And 
he’s going to do this like overnight?  I just think it’s going to fall apart and it’s going to be 
worse than it ever was. 

MODERATOR:  And, Marsha, play off that same idea. 

MARSHA:  That’s exactly, it’s because of the health situation, the healthcare.  But, you 
know, you can’t do it overnight.  You can’t rob from the rich and give to the poor 
overnight and say hey, this is going to fix it.  But those rich people . . .  

Well, I have relatives in Denmark.  They have very, very high taxes.  It’s like 
45%, 48% taxes.  Oh, it’s great while they’re young, because if they’re younger they’re 
little kids, their daycare’s taken care of.  Their medical.   

And so what they do is when they become middle age, they become teenagers 
and 20s and 30s making the money, they leave the country because they don’t want to 
be taxed.  So that they come back when they’re seniors so they can retire because 
they’ve got full retirement.   

So the country is going belly up basically.  Their finances are a mess, because 
they’re not stupid.  They’re in their 20s, 30s, and 40s making big money.  They’re going 
to be taxing . . . country to live in Europe and then they come back to have free room 
and board when they’re, so we’ve got to watch and learn from other countries. 

NORA(?):  Right. 

JENNIFER:  The same thing.  I’m very worried about the speed at which he’s . . . I don’t 
think he can write a comprehensive healthcare program in six months.  And, you know, I 
think it’s going to take a considerable amount of time. 

And the same with me.  I was on vacation in the islands and I met up with a 
couple from Canada and they couldn’t say enough bad things about waiting eight 
months to see a specialist.  And, you know, I work very hard so that I can provide good 
healthcare to my children.  And certainly it could be something other than the 
government taking it over and making sure that, you know, I’m going to pay for other 
people’s healthcare. 

ALEX:  Along the same lines with everybody else with the speed at what he’s pushing 
everything through.  I know he wants to get his agenda done and say he did what he . . . 
to do.  

REMI:  I’m saying he’s not going fast enough. 

LOU:  I agree with Remi.  I think . . . 

REMI:  I think he’s not going fast enough. 
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LOU:  I think if the ship is sinking, you’ve got to, we’re in an emergency situation here, 
like you said.  There’s so many . . .  

[Simultaneous discussion] 

ALEX:  Yeah . . . are you going to do?  Are you going to break the oar just to . . . push 
it? 

LOU:  And I think Scott, you lost your healthcare didn’t you? 

SCOTT:  Yeah. 

LOU:  See.  I mean, he has no healthcare covered.  And you probably can’t afford 
COBRA because that’s $500 a month I’m sure. 

REMI:  And healthcare hurts everybody.  Tuberculosis is back. 

SCOTT:  For me, myself, and my daughter it could cost . . . 

LOU:  So it’s like we got to get it done yesterday.  This is not something we can sit on. 

JEANNIE:  Yeah, it’s got to be done now because that’s what, 20% of our economy 
right there?  That is a major problem. 

LOU:  And then what happens if you get sick?  What are you going to do? 

REMI:  And what do they do with the money anyway?  You keep saying about the 
money.  But, I mean . . . 

WOMAN:  . . . 

NORA:  They’ve been doing that for years though.  I mean for years there’s a lot of 
people . . . healthcare.  I mean, not that it’s a bad thing, but at the same time I just think 
that so many, it’s just going to, there’s just a lot more . . . 

MARSHA:  We can’t give it away.  We can’t give it away is what it is.  You can’t give it 
away.  It’s like welfare.  You’ve got to put them to work so they can earn their money 
and then have more babies . . . 

LOU(?):  He’s not a welfare person . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

SCOTT:  Right now I’m working as a carpenter, and I work in the neighborhood where 
they’re all on welfare and sitting out on their porch while I’m doing some work.  And it’s 
aggravating. 
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MARSHA:  Yeah, and they’re getting the money. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

SCOTT:  Right. 

JENNIFER:  If the economy got better, then there’d be more jobs.  And then people, it’s 
still, you need to focus in on the core problem.  And definitely need to come up with a 
comprehensive healthcare solution for people that are uninsured . . . 

REMI:  . . . the prices . . . 

MARSHA:  I was just going to say the bottom of the pot has a hole in it.  And the 
problem is you’ve got your drug companies, you’ve got all these people keep milking the 
company.  If there’s somebody can look at the expenses they spend and go you know, 
we can really save a million dollars here if we kind of don’t buy 20 million more rolls of 
toilet paper that are going to sit in the basement of some building that doesn’t get used 
. . . 

REMI(?):  Or spend $10,000 for a hammer. 

MARSHA:  If they tweak . . . have to watch what we’re spending.  Everybody in the 
company.  We’re not having big parties.  We’re not . . . but we’ve been tweaking what’s 
being spent.  

WOMAN:  Everybody has to take responsibility. 

MARSHA:  Right.  And I don’t think the government is taking responsibility.  And they 
need to go to these drug companies that pay astronomical, I mean, I just had a 
prescription filled.  And I asked, I said well, how much is this without my insurance?  
$300 for one month of pills.  I’m not dying.  It’s not because I’ve got cancer.  But I 
couldn’t believe it, what the difference was because a drug company had a name on it 
and they, that’s where they need to come in and cut the expenses of the medical . . . 

JENNIFER:  And the pharmaceutical companies take . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MARSHA:  But we need to keep doctors wanting to be doctors.  We don’t want 
socialized medicine. 

DAVE:  Right.  Definitely. 

MARSHA:  Yeah.  And it’s because if we go to socialized medicine, you’re going to kill 
the medical field. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to ask one question, then I want to exit this.  And that 
is what are you willing to give up in order to get a healthcare system that’s different, 
that’s going to be different than it is?  In other words, what change are you willing to 
accept?   

And secondly, I mean, it’s very easy to say boy, if we can just get the 
pharmaceuticals all in line everything’s going to be perfect.  Yeah.  If we can only get 
those cheats off welfare, everything will be perfect.  Well, the answer is, you know, if we 
can only save the pennies, everything will be solved.  It’s bigger than that. 

So I want to know from your point of view if I’m going to talk to the Congress 
tomorrow, what is it that you want to be, that you can say keep it as is, just forget about 
doing anything or I’m willing to make this change in order to see the healthcare system 
change.  Anything that you, that people say yeah, here’s something I’m willing to make 
an adjustment that would mean something different for me in order to get, to deal with 
the problems of cost and those people who are uninsured? 

JEANNIE:  I would like to see the whole healthcare system go computerized.  I think 
that’s something that is slowing down our progress throughout the country.  It’s not cost-
effective.  We’re not getting enough . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  I’m trying to understand here’s an adjustment that, and I’m more than 
willing to hear from people.  No, I’ll take the system as is rather than change anything.  
But let us assume that any change is not going to happen for free.  So I’m just 
wondering what people’s adjustments that you’re willing to make.  Alex. 

ALEX:  Me, I’m willing to take, me, personally, off of the pretax of my health insurance, 
because I actually have to pay taxes on that money.  That would give somebody else 
that needs heath insurance their health insurance. 

MODERATOR:  Does anybody else agree with that?  That yeah, that we have a pre, 
that essentially it’s a tax on the benefits that we would receive? 

JENNIFER(?):  Yeah. 

LOU:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  How many people?  A lot of people say I’d go along with that.  What 
else? 

TOM:  To get away from . . . of insurance, I think we’re treating insurance now as it’s 
prepaid.  We expect everything to be covered.  I would like to see a change in what is 
covered.  I’d be willing to give up my daily routine visits.   

I mean, I’ll give an example.  My son is two and a half and has had two major 
heart surgeries in his first six months of life.  That’s what I want covered.  I’d be willing 
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to pay for my routine doctor’s visits, regular checkups.  I want something to make sure 
that if I’m critically ill, my family’s critically ill, that can help me.   

That’s what insurance is.  You pay your auto for catastrophes and everything 
else.  So I’d be willing to give up some of that and kind of have done that with a high 
deductible policy myself.  But extending that to make sure. 

JENNIFER:  I think that might force some people not to go to the doctor though if they 
had to pay for it.  And when my husband was 40 he went in for a regular visit which he 
wouldn’t probably have gone every year.  And his heart valve was not working at all.  He 
needed emergency heart surgery with an aneurism. 

MODERATOR:  I’ve got time constraints.  So anything else that people say here’s an 
adjustment I’m willing to make? 

MARSHA:  Raise the deductibles? 

MODERATOR:  What? 

MARSHA:  Not deductible but I mean minimum pay, you have the co-pay, raise the co-
pay. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

MARSHA:  Raise the co-pay. 

MODERATOR:  Raise the co-pay.  Okay.  Anybody willing to go with that?  What else?  
Anything else that you’re willing to see change, adjusted, done differently? 

JEANNIE:  I think if a person presents with a certain illness, and this is the standard 
procedure to rule out whatever it is, testing, lab work, whatever, if that’s the standard for 
that illness, then that should be covered.  And if this individual’s insisting on all these 
elaborate tests, you know, MRIs, things that aren’t really indicated, I think maybe that 
person should pay out of pocket to go above and beyond what the standard would be. 

MARSHA:  That isn’t already enacted?  I thought that was. 

WOMAN:  No. 

ALEX:  . . . insurance on those things. 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m going to switch out of this.  I’ll give you maybe one more 
shot to come back here.  But let me ask a couple other things as it relates to Barack 
Obama.  Is there a situation where you’d like to see him, if you could be a fly on the 
wall, to see how he’s going to be President looking forward?  And you say this is the 
thing I want answered, and I’d like to see him, I’d like to be a fly on the wall so I could 
see him in that situation?   
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Anybody got a situation where you say yeah, here’s where I want to see how he 

handles such and such?  In other words, it’s an uncertainty which you have where you 
say, yeah, if I could see this person, then I know.  Yeah, Jennifer. 

JENNIFER:  North Korea. 

MODERATOR:  So the fly on the wall is to . . . 

JENNIFER:  I’d like to see him on the eve of like a Bay of Pigs type of thing.  I’d like to 
see who was in the room with him speaking to him about it, and how he was . . . 

MODERATOR:  So you’re saying with a disaster, how he would handle and deal with a 
disaster.  Is that, because Bay of Pigs obviously was a disaster. 

JENNIFER:  Obviously was something that they saw kind of coming though, something 
like North Korea where they’re watching it very closely and you can make an impact. 

MODERATOR:  So you want to see how he would handle a crisis is what I think you’re 
saying.  What else?   

LOU:  I’d like to see the meeting with Gates and the police officer. 

JEANNIE:  And have a beer while you’re there. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  How many say I’d like to be in that room?  Okay.  Why?  Why do you 
people, what’s important, and what’s the lesson that we learn out of this? 

LOU:  I think he made a really big gaffe.  And he’s backtracking and really trying to 
make up for it.  I’d just like to see, he’s a great diplomat.  I’d just like to see how he 
handles it.  You get two opposing forces together and be the mediator.  I think it would 
be very educational. 

MODERATOR:  Why else are people interested in this, Raymond? 

RAYMOND:  Because I know . . . but he never really apologized on TV.  He never said 
he was sorry for stepping into it.  I want to know if he apologized to the officer privately 
and said hey, I’m sorry for sticking my foot in it, I apologize.  I’d want to see if he says it, 
because he didn’t say it on TV.  He beat around the bush. 

JEANNIE:  He admitted a mistake. 

RAYMOND:  He admitted for stepping into it, but not apologizing for saying it.   

JEANNIE:  Well, that’s why they’re going to the White House. 
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RAYMOND:  I want to hear it in the room if he says to the cop hey, you know what, I 
respect your position.  I know you guys are going through a lot of stress.  I apologize.  
Let’s move on.  Here’s a beer.  

MODERATOR:  And the importance of his doing that to you is? 

RAYMOND:  I mean, then he’s straightforward.  Because, I mean, here’s a President 
that actually smokes, who doesn’t smoke on TV because he wants to create an image.  
We know him as a smoker.  You know, once in a while go on and smoke a little bit.  We 
don’t care.  I mean, just be true, you know.  

REMI:  A lot of people do care. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

RAYMOND:  You know what I mean?  He’s always staged.  He has to once in a while 
just say hey, you know.  When he went to a Broadway show he was having fun with his 
wife.  It cost a lot of money, but . . . 

MODERATOR:  Come back around.  Gates and the Crowley, the police officer for 
Cambridge.  A lot of you wanting to see it.  What’s the lesson?  What comes out of this? 

JENNIFER:  . . . still try to incite him into giving his opinion on things like that. 

MODERATOR:  But is there something that it says about President Obama?  I mean, 
Raymond gave a point of view.  Anybody else? 

SCOTT:  I think to me it would show the courage, if he has courage of his convictions, if 
he actually has character or if he’s just faking it.   

MODERATOR:  Who’s he? 

SCOTT:  If you did something wrong, admit you did something wrong.  If you don’t want 
anybody to know you smoke, don’t smoke.  If you want to smoke, then stop being a 
punk about it. 

REMI:  And I just don’t think he wants to give a bad example.  I don’t think it has 
anything to do with really him. 

LOU(?):  For the kids, too, the girls. 

MARSHA:  I think it’s good that he’s invited them to the White House.  At the same time 
the media and the politics are playing it up for what it is.  They’re like wow, look at this.  
We’re going to make him look like a good guy.  I’d like to know if he had an honest 
meeting.  An honest meeting is good.  I don’t want the media there.  I don’t want them 
hyping it, telling him what he should say and then having . . . 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL  
INDEPENDENT VOTERS 

TOWSON, MARYLAND, JULY 29, 2009, 7:00 P.M. 
PAGE 45 

 
WOMAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Do we make out anything else from this Gates/Crowley or Gates and 
the policeman situation?  Anything else that’s important as it relates to Obama? 

REMI:  It’s racial profiling isn’t it? 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

REMI:  . . . Colin Powell said last night that he’s been racially profiled. 

ALEX:  He was the first President, he’s the highest power, and it was a black guy that 
got . . . that was it. 

REMI:  I think the police are brutal. 

ALEX:  That’s the only reason . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  One other thing.  We’ve still got miles to go so I’ve got to get through a 
few other things.  One of the things I’ve seen a lot on the media is questions about 
whether Obama is an American citizen.  Any questions here, doubts, uncertainties, 
something that still should be looked at, investigated? 

NORA(?):  I think they’ve looked into it already. 

MAN:  . . . 

LOU:  They looked into it. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

ALEX:  If he took a nomination, and by now, before you even get a nomination, and 
you’re still deciding, you don’t know, it’s kind of a non-point. 

SCOTT:  Yeah, I missed that part.  I mean, isn’t he President? 

WOMAN:  . . . 

REMI:  . . . yesterday that said that they finally cleared him.  He’s American.  It was 
yesterday, right? 

MAN:  Yeah. 

MAN:  . . . 
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MODERATOR:  But does anybody around the table say, yeah, that’s at least something 
that’s worth discussion or thinking about? 

DAVE:  It was before, during the election process.  

MAN:  . . . 

DAVE:  To me that was an important thing. 

MODERATOR:  And are you convinced at this stage? 

DAVE:  I am now.  Yeah, yeah. 

MODERATOR:  No uncertainty? 

DAVE:  No. 

MODERATOR:  Any uncertainty? 

MARSHA:  I didn’t hear what the final, what was . . . 

DAVE:  Yes, he was born in Hawaii. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

MARSHA:  . . . he’s American.  And they really . . . my only thing is why in the very 
beginning they couldn’t just say before he even was, you know, running for President 
say by the way, guys, yes.  Here it is.  Here’s his credentials.  Done with.  Why did it 
become such a mish-mash . . . 

SCOTT:  Wouldn’t that be something you check? 

MARSHA:  Yeah. 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  But my question here, do you have any uncertainty, doubts, or 
concerns on that front? 

MARSHA:  I did not hear the final report.  And I did for a long time, only because why 
discuss it now when they should have done it beforehand?  My son is in the security 
field.  Like, you know, what he had to go through for his field.  And he’s the President of 
the United States.  Why are we discussing this?  Shouldn’t this been cleared 
beforehand? 
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SCOTT:  I’m going to have to agree.  They made me go through all kinds of hoops 
when I worked for General Dynamics and bring them all kinds of certifications, but he’s 
President?  You didn’t check?  

MODERATOR:  Okay. 

MARSHA:  So for the media . . . well, is there an issue then? 

MAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  Tell me one thing.  Tonight when you get home, you’ve got four 
invitations waiting for you.  And you’ve been invited for the weekend at the vacation 
homes or just to vacation with, we’ll put it that way.  And your choice are the McCains, 
the Palins, the Obamas, and the Clintons.   

Who are you going to go and vacation with?  Who do you want to vacation with?  
Write down your answer.  The McCains, the Palins, the Obamas, the Clintons.  Write 
down your answer.  Everybody write down their answer?  Everybody write down their 
answer?  How many are going to vacation with the McCains?  Why, Dave? 

DAVE:  I guess I’d like to talk to him about some of the mistakes he made during the 
election process and just kind of see what his thoughts were on the whole thing.  And 
see where he wants to go in the future.  I don’t think he should run . . . 

MODERATOR:  How many wrote down the Palins?  I’d like to have a vacation with the 
Palins.  Alex, why? 

ALEX:  Because I always wanted to go to Alaska.   

WOMAN:  . . . 

ALEX:  Yeah, I want to go hunt.  I mean, that’s what she’s always touting about.  If I’m 
going to go on vacation with them, let’s go hunting. 

JEANNIE:  You want moose stew, huh? 

MODERATOR:  Marsha, why are you going with the Palins? 

MARSHA:  I just, we went to Alaska this year.  And the people love what she’s done.  
They love her.  I think she was thrown into it very quickly and . . . and but it would be 
interesting to see where she’s going with her future.  I’m just curiosity of where she’s 
going and everybody else is out there. 

MODERATOR:  Who’s going with the Clintons?  One, two, three, four, five, six.  Why 
are you going? 

REMI:  They’re party people. 
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TOM:  They just said it over there.  If it’s a vacation, I . . . 

[Simultaneous discussion] 

TOM:  We all know that Bill knows how to have fun, and might learn a thing or two. 

JENNIFER:  I think I would love to meet Bill Clinton and Hillary and tell her to hang in 
there.  

TIM:  I mean, I just think it would be more of a fun vacation than the rest of the choices. 

LOU:  Bill’s a party guy. 

REMI:  I just think that it would be more fun. 

MODERATOR:  I unfortunately got the invitation and just before you got a chance to 
respond, you found out that Bill has to go in for some more heart surgery and so it’s just 
going to be with Hillary.  How many are still going to accept? 

REMI:  That was a nasty turn. 

MODERATOR:  So you’re going for Bill.  And Hillary’s the throw in? 

DAVE:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  Just wanted to know.  And how many are going to the Obamas?  
We’ve got one, two, three.  Why, Nora? 

NORA:  I just think that it would be neat to meet Michelle.  I think a lot of her and her 
daughters and see the real family and see what they’re really like.  

SCOTT:  A couple reasons.  A, Barack and I need to have a conversation.  B, my 
daughter will be there so Palin’s out, probably the Clintons too.  I would go but I’m not 
going to take my child there. 

JEANNIE:  I’d just like to see the real Obamas off camera. 

MODERATOR:  Got it.  Very interesting.   

SCOTT:  . . . a beer and a . . . 

MODERATOR:  Tell me one thing.  If you could wish that Barack Obama could have 
any one characteristic of Bill Clinton’s, what would you wish that Barack Obama could 
have of Bill Clinton’s?  Characteristic, Raymond. 
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RAYMOND:  His funness.  Bill Clinton went on David Letterman I think it was and 
played the saxophone.  He was fun to watch.  You know, he was always loose.  You 
know, he was always, he was a guy that you would go have a beer with and have a 
great talk with.  Barack, you’re like who am I hanging out with today?  You know.  So 
he’s needs to loosen up. 

LOU:  I’d like to see Barack pick up some of Bill Clinton’s speech techniques, because 
Clinton seems very unstructured kind of a speaker and just spoke off the cuff and did a 
great job. 

MODERATOR:  Who else?  Anybody else? 

WOMAN:  Speeches.  

REMI:  His diplomatic.  I mean, Clinton was a real good diplomat. 

MODERATOR:  Anything else from Bill Clinton?  

TIM:  He’s just a little more of a casual speaker.  Whenever I hear Barack Obama talk, 
it’s always like it’s the end of the world just because he’s always so serious.  And when I 
hear Bill talk, it’s just a little more like okay, I can listen to this.  He’s a little more casual. 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Now, tell me about if you could have one characteristic of 
Ronald Reagan’s, what one characteristic do you wish that Barack Obama could have 
of Ronald Reagan’s? 

DAVE:  His foreign policy. 

MODERATOR:  His foreign policy.   

DAVE:  Dealing with foreign relations. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  

RAYMOND:  Ronald Reagan always talked about the future and the outcome of 
America in the future.  You know, he always gave us a vision ahead, not right now but 
always ahead. 

MODERATOR:  What else do you wish that Barack Obama had that is a characteristic 
of Ronald Reagan’s, that you think of with Ronald Reagan? 

JENNIFER:  I would say about the foreign policy.  I mean that he, you know, I think he 
would stand up to the people in Iran and he would, you know, hold them to task but still 
be able to get something accomplished. 
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REMI:  Ronald Reagan could get things done without going in a popularity.  But it was a 
different time. 

MODERATOR:  And if there’s an international crisis, the kind that faced us with the 
Cuban Missile Crisis or with the Iran hostages or all of the various things that happen 
from time to time, how do you think Barack Obama would handle it? 

ALEX:  Matters. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

ALEX:  It matters on the seriousness of it.  I mean . . . 

WOMAN:  He’s not experienced. 

ALEX:  . . . switched places with me . . . talk about on that one? 

MODERATOR:  Well, I want to avoid the individual situation.  But it is how do you 
envision him as commander in chief in a crisis? 

MAN:  . . . 

REMI:  I think he’s willing to listen. 

MAN:  Yes, I would think he would be more . . . 

REMI:  He’s not that opinionated. 

WOMAN:  I think he could handle it. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

JEANNE :  I think he surrounds himself with the people that he really needs for a good 
decision, for a good outcome. 

WOMAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  Nora, I want to hear you. 

NORA:  I was going to say as long as he’s got good people around him, I think that 
would help him make good decisions. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, but again, at the end of the day you’re sitting there.  You can 
listen to a lot of advisers.  How do you think he’s going to react?  What do you think his 
strengths will be, and what do you worry about? 

JENNIFER:  Well, he did give the order to shoot the Somali pirates.  
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ALEX:  . . . a missile aimed at . . . 

JENNIFER:  No.  But . . . 

MARSHA(?):  He’s being looked at by the whole world. 

REMI:  I think that would be one of his weaknesses. 

MAN:  Right. 

MODERATOR:  That’s Remi.  And you worry that might be one of his weaknesses 
because? 

REMI:  Because I don’t think he’s experienced enough.  And I think he’s like, you know, 
he’s kind of been thrown in there.  And he likes to get everybody else’s opinion.  But 
when you’re in that kind of a situation, it’s like you said, people assume at the end of the 
day he’s got to make the decision, and I don’t think he’s mature enough. 

MODERATOR:  And how many people around the table agree with Remi?  And does 
somebody have a contradictory point of view?  Has anybody got one voice, another side 
of it? 

JENNIFER:  I’m concerned that he’s got Joe Biden as there and we’re all seeing that 
he’s obviously not going to be the next person we want to become President if anything 
were to happen.  But, you know, I think other Presidents have had someone with either 
more experience or very good experience at their side in those type of situations.  And I 
don’t think we know enough about some of his advisors, how they would react in a 
situation. 

MODERATOR:  Do you have something you want to add, Raymond? 

RAYMOND:  Well, I’m listening.  But it’s like it’s not who they have as their Vice 
Presidents.  It’s like how they make their stands.  Like when you say Ronald Reagan, 
when he did his foreign policy, when he said something, he did it.   

Obama’s met with, not met but with the Iranian guy, he’s still thumbing his nose 
at us, still going forward with the nuclear.  Israel’s standing there wondering what they 
should do and all that.  And there’s not any leadership being given yet.  So he’s showing 
like he’s inexperienced in really how to handle all this. 

SCOTT:  Seems like a lot of countries are testing him just to see what he’ll do. 

WOMAN:  Yeah. 

MAN:  Yeah. 
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MODERATOR:  And if I were to say to you, write down the answer, I think his spine is 
made of, finish the sentence.  I think his spine is made of.  In other words, how do you 
see him?  How do you see his backbone?  What’s his backbone like?  Nora, what did 
you write? 

NORA:  Teflon. 

TOM:  I wrote wood. 

DAVE:  Plastic. 

TIM:  . . . tissue. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

TIM:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  It’s important to have the . . .  

LOU:  Flexible. 

SCOTT:  . . . for the baseline . . . 

MARSHA:  I put wet cement, because it’s going to dry. 

JEANNIE:  I said steel. 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else write steel? 

REMI:  I wrote metal. 

SCOTT:  I put advisors, because that’s what his spine’s made out of thus far. 

MODERATOR:  Alex, what did you write? 

ALEX:  Bamboo. 

JENNIFER:  I wrote aluminum foil.  I think he’s still a little bendy. 

MODERATOR:  Let’s go around.  Yours was? 

RAYMOND:  Sand. 

MODERATOR:  Sand? 

RAYMOND:  Yes. 
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MAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  And what are you trying to say when you say plastic, sand, wood, 
aluminum foil, etc., etc.?  What are you trying to tell me? 

RAYMOND:  He’s not seasoned yet. 

WOMAN:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  Not seasoned. 

TIM:  I actually did have a point when I said that. 

MARSHA:  Cement isn’t hard yet. 

MODERATOR:  What was yours?  Oh, you’re with your bone.  Yeah. 

TIM:  Because he is just human, and I think that really escapes some people, because 
some people just expect a lot out of this guy.  And I know he’s a smart guy, but he’s in a 
tough spot.  And it’s going to be tough for anybody . . . and I just want to stress the 
importance that, you know, he’s just human.  He’s not going to do anything 
superhuman.  This is a group effort to get our country where it needs to be. 

MODERATOR:  Okay, Tim, nicely stated.  Who else?  I want to get some of the other.   

REMI:  I said metal. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, so we have metal and a couple steels.  But anybody, what were 
the other ones? 

MARSHA:  I had wet cement that was drying. 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  I get that. 

MARSHA:  He’s got to cure. 

MODERATOR:  But when it dries it’s going to be very, very rigid and strong. 

MARSHA:  And I have a feeling that’s where he’s going to be . . . 

MODERATOR:  And who else did I have? 

NORA:  Teflon.   

MODERATOR:  Why Teflon? 

NORA:  Well, he’s very strong.  I think it’s going to take a lot to break him. 
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MODERATOR:  That’s interesting.  Anybody else? 

DAVE:  I put plastic, because he’s bending a little bit . . . 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Very helpful.  Nicely done, by the way.  Let me ask 
one, two other things I want to ask.  And one thing that I want to ask is essentially 
thinking ahead just the next two years, I’ve drawn different kinds of pictures.  One of 
them this is from here forward.  As I look at how Barack Obama will do as President, I 
see it straight up from here, going really well, A.   

B, I see it on an upward slope but not just all clear sky.  C, I see it as a flat line.  
Not going to get worse, not going to get better.  It’s going to be, it may be a little up, a 
little down.  But D, sloping down.  E, straight down, and F, it’s going to be a zigzag and 
it’s not going to have any sort of real rhythm.  Write down the letter that best describes 
your viewpoint. 

MARSHA:  What we think the future will be? 

MODERATOR:  Of course.  Next I’m going to ask you to tell me the one stock that I 
should invest in.  Here we go.  Letter? 

REMI:  I put E. 

MODERATOR:  E being the straight down. 

LOU:  E. 

TIM:  F. 

DAVE:  I put F. 

JEANNIE:  B. 

MARSHA:  F. 

SCOTT:  F. 

ALEX:  F. 

JENNIFER:  F. 

NORA:  F. 

TOM:  I’ll keep going with that.   

RAYMOND:  F. 
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MODERATOR:  So most everybody says there are going to be some good days, there 
are going to be some bad days.  I don’t see it directly in one.  I’m interested in Lou and 
Remi.  I hope you’re not cheating off one another.   

REMI:  I think we just kind of sat next to each other and it was meant. 

LOU:  It’s cosmic. 

MODERATOR:  Here’s my question.  Both of you voted for Obama.  Both of you seem 
to have positive viewpoints towards Obama.  Why do you think that things are going to 
be just straight downhill for him? 

REMI:  Because they haven’t addressed the problem, and he can’t do anything about it. 

LOU:  I just think he’s overwhelmed with special interest groups who are, like the 
healthcare industry.  The statistic was they’re spending over $1 million a day to buy 
influence.  It’s just too difficult to go up against that kind of thing.  And that’s in 
healthcare.   

REMI:  How about the credit cards?  How about the credit cards? 

LOU:  And credit cards, exactly, and the financial institutions.  It’s just, things are just 
. . . against him. 

MODERATOR:  So the world at large is going to overwhelm him. 

LOU:  I think so.   

REMI:  The problems aren’t getting addressed.  They’re just being camouflaged . . .  

MODERATOR:  My second question.  What is it that you’ve hoped that Barack 
Obama’s learned from his first six months that will affect what he does in the next six 
months, in the next year?  What is it that you hope that he’s learned from the first six 
months?  Let’s start with Alex? 

ALEX:  You can’t change Congress. 

REMI:  He’s got to go to the people. 

MODERATOR:  What do you hope he’s learned, Jennifer? 

JENNIFER:  I hope he’s learned that there’s a lot of ramifications to the amount of 
money that he’s spending. 

NORA:  I hope he’s learned to be a little more humble with what he does and says and 
. . . 
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MODERATOR:  And what you’re saying when I hope he becomes a little more humble, 
tell me what you’re keying off of. 

NORA:  Well, I’m just thinking he’s sometimes saying too much and doing and putting 
his nose into things that he probably shouldn’t . . . 

MODERATOR:  Does that go back to the Gates situation? 

NORA:  Exactly. 

TOM:  I hope he has learned it, although he’s trying, that everything does not work at 
the speed of light. 

RAYMOND:  I think preparedness, being prepared.   

MODERATOR:  And do you think there’s been times he seems unprepared? 

RAYMOND:  Yes. 

MODERATOR:  When? 

RAYMOND:  When he was asked a question about, a question on the healthcare bill 
and he said I never read it so I can’t answer it.  So why are you trying to push 
something you never read . . . 

REMI:  What would I think that he learned? 

MODERATOR:  No.  What do you hope he has learned from the first six months that 
might affect the way he’ll do his job? 

REMI:  I think he’s got to really stay in touch with the, you know, get people, like he got 
them to vote, I think he needs them to write their congressmen, write their senators and 
basically threaten to throw them out of office if they don’t do the right thing. 

LOU:  Yeah.  I would hope he would stop trying to get consensus on everything and just 
move forward. 

TIM:  I’d have to agree with the humble statement.   

MODERATOR:  And you’re saying on the humble statement is, does it go to Gates or 
something else? 

TIM:  I just know that when he was discussing the healthcare issue in a recent press 
conference that he openly said, he goes well, I think my idea is the best idea, but I’m 
open to others.  I mean, to me that just kind of, you know, no you’re not.  You’re really 
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not, but, you know, you’re just kind of protecting yourself.  I don’t know.  That turned me 
off a little bit. 

MODERATOR:  And turned me off because? 

TIM:  Because it tells me that you’re not open to other ideas. 

DAVE:  His speed at which he’s working is not necessary for a lot of the things.  I mean, 
obviously the North Korea and stuff like that.  But in general the healthcare and some of 
these things he’s trying to change. 

MODERATOR:  Too fast? 

DAVE:  I think he’s going too fast. 

JENNIFER:  I think he just needs to develop a little bit of patience and stay focused 
and, like he says, keep trying to move forward.  I think it can be done.  But it’s not going 
to be easy. 

MARSHA:  Your question is what you hope he’s learned in this last six months? 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, that will . . . 

MARSHA:  The thing is every time we vote a new President in it takes them freaking 
time to understand what they can really get done, who they can really trust, who can 
they go to.  I mean, your plate is so full the first couple months.  It’s insane to try to get 
something done and have it done right.  So I think to my feeling is hopefully, again, he 
has more time to learn.  He has a lot more to go.  But it’s a hard, and I wouldn’t want to 
be in that position at all.   

And he has to learn if he wants something done to go the right way.  And I think 
he’s slowly learning that.  And it’s a hard thing to learn.  That’s why in a way you almost 
want, if you like a President you want them to be in two times because he’s already 
broken the ice the first time, and then he can now get something done because he 
knows how, that the procedures are and what to get done.  It’s hard. 

SCOTT:  I’d like to see him get the experience to learn when you need to make a 
decision quickly and when you don’t.  Some things take a little more contemplation, and 
they might help him out.  Some things you don’t have to think about.  I mean, I like what 
he’s done on a couple issues.  But some things he needs to slow down on, because it’s 
going to end up getting messed up if you don’t put enough thought into it. 

MODERATOR:  One other thing.  Just a quick side note.  And that is boy, there’s a lot 
of strong feeling about Biden.  Why the strong feeling about Biden?  I mean, you know, I 
usually think of a Vice President as wallpaper, as something unless you happen to be a 
Dick Cheney or somebody who, you know, you say oh, boy, does that person stand out.  
Why as much feeling about Biden as I heard around the room?   
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RAYMOND:  Only because I know that he’s, you know, with credit card companies he’s 
very, you know, when he was in Delaware he . . . 

MODERATOR:  But is that a bad thing or a good thing or . . . 

RAYMOND:  Well, I mean, I feel like, I mean, personally I think the credit card 
companies has been a big huge part of this economic breakdown. 

MODERATOR:  But anything that he’s done as Vice President that, you know, sort of 
caught that kind of set of words and feelings?  Anybody? 

JENNIFER:  I know I had hoped that he would be an asset to Barack Obama, balancing 
experience.  He’s bee in Washington 30 years.  He was touted as all that. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, yeah, so go to the other point.  But what? 

JENNIFER:  But I think we’re seeing a lot of fluff.  I don’t know.  I think he hasn’t been 
given, well, he’s a poor speaker.  But has he really brought in any of the consensus 
from the Senate?  

MODERATOR:  I see. 

JENNIFER:  Has he added anything at all? 

MODERATOR:  Anybody else on . . . 

ALEX:  . . . like what has he really done other that show up on a couple of shows the 
second when Obama won . . .  

MODERATOR:  Are there negative feelings here about, I just felt that when I did word 
and phrase I got sort of derision.  And I just wanted to know is there derision around the 
table? 

JEANNIE:  I think even Obama was concerned because he doesn’t say the right thing 
at the right time.  And he’s kind of covering up for him. 

MODERATOR:  I see.  Okay.  Let me go back around to one other thing, and then I’ve 
got one other subject I ant to get to.  But I was struck particularly and moved by the way 
in which you talked about what you felt on election night when Obama was elected.   
 You all had different ways you thought about it and expressed yourself.  I’m 
wondering what you feel tonight.  Okay.  What are you feeling tonight?  Same question 
in terms of Barack Obama and President of the United States.  What are you feeling as 
of tonight?  I’ll just start with Remi and I’ll go right straight around.  What are you feeling 
tonight? 
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REMI:  Well, I watched him before I came.  I watched him do that speech today with 
North Caroline about healthcare.  And I got the feeling that, you know, you can always 
look around the table and see the ones that are not for Obama or whatever.  And I think 
that he was able to speak in a way that they could understand what he was saying and 
it’s the first time I’ve ever seen a politician be able to do that.  Jimmy Carter tried it but it 
. . . 

MODERATOR:  And I’m going to make you direct it slightly more, because when you 
talked about election night and recognizing he was President, you put it in the first 
person.  Here’s what I felt, and this is, I’m as interested in hearing what you feel tonight 
about Barack Obama six months in. 

REMI:  Well, I still feel hopeful that, you know, that he’ll rouse the American people to 
save our country from the brink. 

MODERATOR:  Lou, what are you feeling tonight? 

LOU:  I was, election night I was just elated.  And now I’m realizing that the problems 
are much bigger than I even realized on election night that are facing this country. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, but what are you feeling about Barack Obama? 

LOU:  I just hope he’s the man to solve the problems. 

MODERATOR:  Hoping sounds to me like a question mark.  

LOU:  Yes, I hope he’s successful.  He’s got a lot, he’s got more on his plate than I ever 
imagined a person could have. 

MODERATOR:  Tim. 

TIM:  Actually I feel a little bit better.  I like what he’s doing.  I think, judging by the 
economy, things are a little bit better which is better than a lot worse.  So, you know, 
that’s what really what I was looking at, so. 

MODERATOR:  What are you feeling, Dave? 

DAVE:  Reluctantly hopeful. 

MODERATOR:  And you say reluctantly hopeful meaning what? 

DAVE:  I want to have my head in the glass is half full.  But like he says, there’s a lot on 
his plate.  There’s a lot to do.  There’s a lot to change.  There’s a lot to affect in not just 
America but the world. 

JEANNIE:  I feel confident that he’ll get it done. 
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MODERATOR:  And election night you felt? 

JEANNIE:  Very excited, very happy and surprised. 

MODERATOR:  Yeah, and you’re confident that . . . 

JEANNIE:  That yes, he will get the job done. 

MARSHA:  Just hopeful.   

MODERATOR:  And how are you feeling differently from how you felt on election night?  
I mean, obviously you hadn’t voted for him, but you saw this happening. 

MARSHA:  Yeah, I hadn’t voted for him.  Yeah, and I saw it happening.  And it was 
inevitable.  And I knew where it had to go.  And I’ve seen what he’s done.  I just hope, I 
just see what’s on his plate, like . . . saying, and I just hopefully that he will have the 
right people and make the right changes and the right choices.  That’s all I . . . 

SCOTT:  I have to say on election night I was somewhat excited, somewhat relieved.  
At this point I think I’m anxious to see what actually happens.  He’s made a lot of 
promises.  It sounds like a good idea.  But until I see it, I don’t believe it.  So I’d like to 
see it happen. 

ALEX:  I’m not like surprised or worried anymore at this point.  But I’m not saddened 
either, but I’m still just hopeful.  I really don’t think he’ll be able to pull off everything that 
he says he wants to do.  It’s just too much in the system.  Really it’s just the system so 
until he changes that part nothing’s really . . . 

MODERATOR:  And as an African-American are you happy that this is the first 
President in this period of time? 

ALEX:  Not really.  I mean, it really didn’t matter to me, black, white, African, Chinese.  
You can change the law and make it a foreign guy, as long as something gets done. 

WOMAN:  Right. 

SCOTT:  Apparently we almost did. 

ALEX:  That’s what they were worried about. 

MODERATOR:  We’ll do Arnold Schwarzenegger next week.  Jennifer. 

JENNIFER:  I think the honeymoon is over.  Get to work and drill down into the issues.  
And you can throw 50 things out and come up with 50 solutions, but I just want to see 
some real well thought out solutions.  I don’t want him throwing healthcare on the table 
and then when they come back from break, you know, it really not going anywhere. 
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NORA:  I was very excited, you know, when he was elected.  And but I think we’ve 
come to find out that he’s not Superman and that he does have to work.  So I guess my 
bubble was kind of burst, and I kind of felt let down.  But as time goes on, it seems like 
little things are working slowly but surely, and I hope slower in some of his cases.  But I 
do feel, again, hopeful, like everybody else is at this point. 

MODERATOR:  And do you have a little thing that you would point about something 
that’s working? 

NORA:  Well, some of the things I hear from patients about real estate apparently is 
starting to go up very slowly.  And that’s kind of indicative that maybe things are starting 
to turn around. 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Tom. 

TOM:  I still feel positive that he’s going to make a difference.  I know we’ve talked a lot 
about his speed and don’t rush to healthcare and things.  But I like that he’s just finally, 
to me that’s basically saying I’ve had it.  I’m done talking.  We’re doing something now.   

I get tired of talk, talk, talk.  I mean, how long have we heard about healthcare 
and everything else?  All right, well we’re going to do something about it.  You better 
think quick about doing something, because we have to get something done.  And that 
makes me feel good. 

REMI:  That night everything was hopeful and change.  And now it’s like hopeless and 
changeless. 

MODERATOR:  So you’re really down and dispirited? 

REMI:  No.  I think that there’s hope, but they got to, his party has to come together.  
And they’ve got to stop fighting among themselves. 

MODERATOR:  And one final area I just want to touch upon.  And that is, by the way 
you’ve done a great job.  I’ve really enjoyed this.  It’s been very, very interesting.  One 
final thing I just want to touch upon.   

We talked about the economy a lot in various ways.  Tell me, as far as you’re 
concerned, sort of high points, low points, what you want to see done.  I mean, 
obviously Scott needs a job.  And we’re looking to you, Nora.  We’re looking to you, 
Lou, to be able to get that job for Scott.  But tell me . . . 

SCOTT:  I’ll send my resume later. 

MODERATOR:  Are there good steps that he’s taking, right steps, things that make you 
feel like they’re going to get the economy put together?  Or do you feel like we’re just 
churning and six months from now I’m going to come back here and we’re going to feel 
pretty much the same and a year from now things will still be the same?  Go ahead. 
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REMI:  I don’t think it can be the same. 

MAN:  . . .  

SCOTT:  Yeah, I think . . . 

REMI:  I don’t think you have the choice. 

MODERATOR:  What? 

ALEX:  I say two years from now we’ll probably be dealing with something almost 
exactly the same.  It’ll be better than what it is right now, but it’s still just, we’re just 
waiting for the next thing to pop, because right now we have, like the guys that gave 
their money, the TARP money back. 

But at the same time the way the accounting rules go, that profit could have been 
from so many years back that they could just cook the or make the books look like okay, 
we gave the money back, now we made a profit.  But no one said that profit actually 
came from the second quarter or third quarter or whatever quarter they’re reporting 
from. 

REMI:  I just don’t understand what is, I’m sorry. 

MODERATOR:  Go ahead, Remi.  No, I want to hear. 

REMI:  I just don’t understand, as I’m listening here, I don’t understand what’s gotten 
better? 

ALEX:  Nothing. 

LOU:  Why . . . better? 

REMI:  I mean, electricity is up so high.  We don’t, Americans don’t have the basics.  
And nobody wants to talk about maybe dipping into Medicare or, it’s kind of socialistic.   

MAN:  Yeah. 

REMI:  I mean, what are you going to do?  Are we going to watch people just live in 
tents?  In Boston they’re putting them up in hotels?  I mean, I don’t know about the real 
estate market. 

LOU:  New York is flying the homeless out now.  They’re giving them one-way tickets 
out of town. 

REMI:  You know, when you talk about healthcare, you’re talking about a pandemic.  I 
mean, you can have a healthy kid with insurance.  Send your kid to a college and he’s 
got meningitis, because he’s at school with somebody that doesn’t have healthcare.  
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So, I mean, the petty jealousies of these special interest groups pit Americans against.  
It’s all, they’re trying us against each other, and in the meantime they’re killing the 
goose that lays the golden egg. 

MODERATOR:  Let me just get other quick thoughts.  Lou, did you have a quick one 
followed by Jennifer? 

LOU:  I like what Alex said.  I think one of the things that we didn’t learn from this whole 
financial meltdown is we need more regulation.  Like I don’t think hedge funds are 
regulated, are they? 

ALEX:  . . . short selling’s still not . . . regulated. 

REMI:  . . . they’re based on nothing. 

ALEX:  Yeah, basically. 

JENNIFER:  Well, I hate to sound like a skeptic, but several years ago they predicted 
SARS was our next pandemic.  Isn’t it kind of ironic that the pandemic that’s being 
announced all over coincides with the healthcare and issues they’re trying to put 
through?  I’m a little suspicious about the timing of that.  And I’m, you know, hopefully 
optimistic that we’re not going to have the incidence of the H1 N1 virus coming. 

MODERATOR:  I would like to go back for the last couple minutes on the economic, if 
there are other things that people would like to say on the economic front, either in 
terms of how you see the current situation, where you see things moving forward and 
where if I had Barack Obama and his team in here listening to you, what do you hope 
that he should learn or understand from you on the economic front?  Tim, anything 
you’d add on here? 

TIM:  As far as where we stand now?  Is that what you’re . . . 

MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Or what the President should hear. 

TIM:  What the President should hear?  Well, I know we put a lot of money in a lot of 
places.  And as far as just looking at the stock market’s concern, this year things have 
gotten a little bit better.  I don’t think that, I think we need to find out where the sweet 
spots are.  I mean, where we’re putting the money.  Like exactly what’s actually 
benefiting from it the most.  So I think that just needs a little bit more focus. 

MODERATOR:  Dave, anything you want to add in here? 

DAVE:  I can’t think of anything right now. 

MODERATOR:  One other thing that fascinated me, and you could help me out on this.  
And that is when I went around the room and asked who you voted for, a number of 
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you, a great number of you, a couple of exceptions who voted for Obama said I voted 
for Barack.  That interested me.  In other words, I just thought, you know, most people 
would not say if I went around the room I voted for Bill or . . . 

ALEX:  Yes, I would say that. 

JENNIFER:  I would say that. 

MAN:  . . .  

WOMAN:  . . . 

MAN:  . . . 

MODERATOR:  What are you saying to me when you say I voted for Barack? 

REMI:  Down . . . 

LOU:  He’s a regular guy. 

REMI:  He’s a regular guy. 

LOU(?):  He’s a regular guy. 

MODERATOR:  And that’s what you were telling me? 

WOMAN:  Yeah. 

MODERATOR:  In other words, there’s an identification and a comfort level? 

ALEX:  Yeah, it’s more of a comfort level.  I mean, even though I call him Obama, but 
it’s still, like you can call your boss by the first name or when you just call somebody by 
their first name you identify with them, you’re closer to them than just that’s the person.  
You’re comfortable saying their first name . . . last name title. 

MODERATOR:  You will be very surprised to learn that while we were here tonight 
Barack Obama snuck back behind there.   

[Simultaneous discussion] 

MODERATOR:  One thing that you’d like to tell him, and it can be on anything, any 
direction you want to take it.  What’s the one thing you want to tell him? 

RAYMOND:  Stay strong. 

TOM:  Quite smoking. 
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NORA:  Keep working hard. 

JENNIFER:  Don’t raise taxes. 

ALEX:  Slow down. 

SCOTT:  Don’t give up yet, we haven’t. 

MARSHA:  Keep that cup half full, because we have to be optimistic. 

JEANNIE:  We do believe that things will get better. 

DAVE:  Things will change. 

TIM:  Stay focused. 

LOU:  Keep up the good work.  We’re behind you. 

REMI:  Keep the American people involved. 

MODERATOR:  You have done a great job.  It’s been fun.  Thank you very, very much.  
I hope you’ve had a good time.  Now, again, I want to just say a couple things.  First of 
all, it’s the Annenberg Center for Public Policy at the University of Pennsylvania that’s 
the sponsoring organization.  That’s what brought us all together, and what they do.   

You may or may not get a call from a reporter that will say gee, you were saying 
such and such.  I’d just like a clarification.  And if there are newspaper articles, we’ll try 
and figure out a way that you can see what they’ve written about you.  And what’s one 
thing you want to tell the media? 

TOM:  Stop laughing at us. 

MODERATOR:  Pass up the blue sheets. 


