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MODERATOR:  So let’s just start here by learning a little bit about who is here with us 
today.  And, really, all I want to do is just get of a sense of, you know, who you are, 
something very brief, your family perhaps.  Do you have kids?  Are you married?  
Perhaps, you know, a job, what you do for a living, and then also, you know, either one 
or the other.  You don’t have to do both. 

What is, perhaps, you know, right now the biggest challenge you face at this 
point in time?  Or what is, you know, what is your dream?  What is the hope that you 
have for, you know, for the future?  So one or the other is fine.  And let’s just go ahead 
and start here with Pamela.  Just, you know, keep it brief.  And if I cut you off, it’s 
nothing personal, but we just need to go around.  So I just want to get a sense of, you 
know, who is here with us today, where you’re coming from.  
 
PAMELA:  Okay.  My name is Pamela.  I’m married.  I have two kids, and I work for 
Denver Public Schools as a family liaison.   
 
MODERATOR:  Any hopes or dreams or fears? 
 
PAMELA:  Well, I guess, my issue or my number one concern is healthcare.  You’re 
either on state-sponsored healthcare, or you’re paying the premiums on your own, and 
either way, you either qualify for state, or you have to pay an enormous amount for 
the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Pamela.  Welcome.   
 
MARIA:  My name is Maria.  I have a strange background.  Well, I mean, I’m interested 
in talking about what a single woman or a person that is living alone because even if 
you’re married.  In my case, I was born in South America and I have a husband . . . but 
he is out of the country, so I function like a single woman in certain respects. 
 
MODERATOR:  What is your hope or dream or a challenge, perhaps?   
 
MARIA:  Well, for me the whole country is on trial to me because I have to defend 
whether I’m going to live here or in South America.  And so for me it’s really important to 
me that it be satisfactory.  Otherwise, I leave. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you.  And Gloria? 
 
GLORIA:  I’m Gloria, and I’m originally from New Mexico.  So I come from where 
there’s a lot of Hispanics, and I go back to the history of them anyway.  I still have . . . 
and everything.  Anyway, I’m married, no children.  Admin assistant is what I do, for an 
oil company.   
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MODERATOR:  And challenge or dream or? 
 
GLORIA:  The challenge probably is for me, at my age, healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. 
 
GLORIA:  Healthcare and, of course, the war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you.   
 
JOHN:  I’m John.  I’m retired military.  I put in close to 36 years in the military, Air Force 
and National Guard together.  My concern is taxes and where it’s going.  I’m concerned 
that if we have a combined Democrat President along with Democrat Congress, or 
taxes are just going to go out of sight.   
 
MODERATOR:  So taxes are a big challenge . . .  
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  A big challenge with all the giveaway programs that they’re going to 
have, and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, John . . . 
 
DUANE:  My name is Duane.  I work in healthcare.  I work for St. Joseph’s Hospital.  
I’m also ex-military.  I guess my biggest challenge or concern is seeking an honorable 
exit from the war zones.  Just real concern, you know, that our troops are being sent 
back two and three times for calls of duty.  Past wars, you know, you went once, and 
then you were considered a veteran . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So an honorable exit from . . . thank you, both, for your service. 
 
DUANE:  Thank you. 
 
ADRIAN:  I’m a video editor.  I’d like to see some changes in the form and education in 
this country, especially for Latinos, as well as maybe some resolution to this healthcare 
issue.   
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Thank you.  Welcome.  
 
ALEX:  My name is Alex, and I’m a self-employed window cleaner.  I have my own 
company, and I also end up doing a lot of my own work because of the way things are 
now with the economy.  And I’d say, you know, there’s a lot of issues at stake right now 
that are . . .  
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MODERATOR:  What, in particular?  Any particular challenge or dream or hope that 
you have, something very brief? 
 
ALEX:  Well, I want to, my, well, me and my wife have been trying to do now is start a 
family.  And I know she’s pushing for it more than I am.  And I want to have a family.  I 
just want to be able to provide for them, you know?  I don’t want to bring kids that I can’t 
provide for, and, you know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So making a good, decent living so you can?  Okay.  Thank you.   
 
ALEX:  It’s been challenging, you know, lately, so.   
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you. 
 
CARLOS:  My name is Carlos, and I work for a healthcare insurance company.  And my 
wife and I are expecting our first child in November. 
 
MODERATOR:  Congratulations. 
 
CARLOS:  . . . the same thing with Alex, my hope is that I’ll be able to provide a good 
life for my child or children . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you.  Welcome. 
 
MIKE:  My name is Mike.  I have an online retail business, basically because I was laid 
off.  Thank God for America that you can start your own business and not worry about it.  
So my concern, along with that, is taxes, the social issues and family and the direction 
that the country is going. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Thank you. 
 
PALOMA:  My name is Paloma, and I’m a divorced mom of one.  And I do consultant 
work.  I’m an environmental consultant.  And what I’m worried about is the future, you 
know, what is going to be there for my kid.  I want, you know, the war to end, and I want 
to make sure that there’s going to be enough surplus or that we need for . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Future generations. 
 
PALOMA:  . . . to have a comprehensive healthcare system and great education 
and . . . research money. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Paloma. 
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VANESHKA:  My name is Vaneshka.  I work for . . . Health, and I’m an analytical 
chemist.  I’m single, no kids, and I’m a daughter for military . . . so my mom is . . . twice 
evading the war.  So my thing is to finally find like a . . . end the war and also the 
economy.  I’m single, but I am thinking for the future.  I . . . want to have kids and get 
married and not work so much, and, you know, just the budget . . . helping . . . be 
managed . . . too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you, Vaneshka. 
 
PATRICIA:  I’m Patricia.  I’m married.  I have a first grader and fourth grader starting 
school today, and I work at the University of Colorado-Denver.  I’m a research manager.  
I work with cancer research.  My top priorities are universal healthcare, education and 
the war.   
 
MODERATOR:  Well, thank you, again, to all of you, and welcome.  So tell me this.  
We’ve got a lot of politicians out there, right?  And, you know, they’re always talking 
about understanding problems and facing challenges and that sort of thing.  What don’t 
they get about the every day life that you lead, you know, about the challenges that you 
face, Mike? 
 
MIKE:  You know, I’ve only, in all my time of voting, since I was 18 years old, and I’m 51 
right now, there’s only the one politician that’s ever actually approached me, face to 
face.  So I think they’re just out of touch.  You know, I think they’re so far away from 
their people, and they’re not very approachable.  I think I wrote one letter or tried to call 
one congressman, and I never got a response.   
 
MODERATOR:  Who was the one that you said that came to you that you were able to? 
 
MIKE:  She was actually a Democrat, Judy Celello(?). 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here in . . . 
 
MIKE:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Vaneshka, I saw you kind of shaking your head.  What don’t 
they get? 
 
VANESHKA:  They don’t get a lot of things.  I don’t think that most of them, they’re 
from, you know rich families.  They’ve always had everything.  They don’t know what an 
average price of gas, you know . . . how much milk and eggs cost a day.  You know, 
you live in a budget to buy your groceries for every day.  And I think that . . . away from 
that area. 
 
MODERATOR:  Maria? 
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MARIA:  I watched a program on TV a while back on the last election, how much 
money Bush spent and how much money Kerry spent for their hairdresser.  And it was 
out of this world.  I can’t imagine anyone on a real level spending that kind of money. 
 
MODERATOR:  So their being rich, and they have big houses, they spend a lot of 
money on their hair . . . that kind of . . . okay. 
 
MARIA:  I’m not sure . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything, any other thoughts?  Anything different?  Any other 
that they don’t get? 
 
ADRIAN:  Well, you know, we talk about how much they spend.  And it’s not them 
spending.  If people really look, it’s how much of the money is spent.  But it’s not them 
spending them.  If people really look at how much all the money is coming in from 
different groups, like Obama just got how many millions of dollars from the Chinese 
from, I don’t know, these different countries, out of country, that were donated to his 
campaign.  And why did those countries donate that millions of dollars to his campaign?  
Are they expecting something from it?  That’s what my concern is. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  How about anything different, other than, you know, the 
money issue?  Anything?  What about, you know, what about, what don’t they get about 
Latinos?  Anything in particular that really, you know, that still, Pamela. 
 
PAMELA:  Like I first said, as Anglos or African-Americans . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s diverse. 
 
PAMELA:  I think they like to say Latinos are going to vote this way.  They’re 
conservative, or they’re, you know, they just vote in like one block.  And it’s not true.   
 
MODERATOR:  And so it’s not true because, let’s see, Carlos, why? 
 
CARLOS:  I don’t think that’s necessarily the case.  I mean, because we’re so, I mean, 
we say like we’re talking about the presidential candidates are so out of touch.  We’re 
so far away from them.  If you’re talking about like local candidates, where you have the 
opportunity to speak with them one on one, it’s a little different. 

But as far as I think, it’s not just them.  They surround themselves with people.  If 
they surround themselves with the right people, the consultants who know about this . . . 
they’re doing the right thing.  And I think they’re attempting to do that.  I think they’re 
understanding more because we’re such a powerful group in our vote . . .  
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MODERATOR:  What are they understanding more about, Duane?  What are they 
understanding more about, when you say, Carlos, you say I think they’re understanding 
more if they surround themselves with the right type of, you know, consultants? 
 
DUANE:  I think they’re realizing the power in numbers and realizing how the Hispanic 
community is becoming involved in . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So power in numbers, what else?  What else is . . . about the 
Hispanic?  Yes, Patricia. 
 
PATRICIA:  I think there’s this belief, or some politicians believe that if you’re in 
America then you forget about maybe your home country or your ancestral country.  
And I was really surprised.  Didn’t McCain go to Mexico City, or wasn’t he in Mexico?  I 
thought he made a trip to South America. 

I think, and I’m not a McCain supporter, but it just surprised me that it’s kind of 
acknowledging that okay, we can’t just think about the U.S. and migration within the 
U.S., but you actually do have to go outside the border, and look at South America and 
the Caribbean and Mexico and Central America.  So it’s acknowledging that you can’t 
just forget about all those other countries where Latinos are from those countries, you 
know, maybe a couple generations ago.  But it’s very important, our relations with Latin 
America.   
 
MODERATOR:  So remembering where we’re from and where our roots are, is that? 
 
GLORIA:  That’s what I said.  Because we are, some of us are just one generation 
away from that or less, and the truth is I think that we’re just beginning to realize it.  I 
think what Carlos said is true, we’re beginning to realize that we’re not just one set of 
people or getting to see the different things who we are.  
 But the truth is, most people that have left this country, and a lot of Latinos have 
direct knowledge of that or have traveled, so I think we understand better than most 
Anglos, if you want to put it that way, about immigrants, about Mexicans and not having 
a good enough lifestyle that they have to come across . . . but the truth is, the ones that 
they’re talking are the legal people.  And that’s us here.  So it’s important that we 
represent some of the people that can’t speak for themselves. 
 
MODERATOR:  So it makes you being stewards, being spokespersons for the . . . 
 
GLORIA:  Well, we see the . . . and work hard.  And I think it’s unfair to be after them so 
much, myself. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, let’s keep going then.  And so is there a, you know, is there a 
particular, just anyone that comes to mind, a particular politician?  I mean, is there a 
leader, someone who speaks well for Latinos in this country?  Anyone that comes to 
mind, Adrian?   
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ADRIAN:  I was actually going to say top ten . . . everybody was thinking about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  So that’s a joke, right?  Okay.  I gotcha.  Okay.   
 
ADRIAN:  No.  There actually have been a few.  I was just going to talk about McCain.  
I’m not a McCain supporter either, but he did acknowledge, in one of his ads during his 
campaign, about Hispanics being the backbone workforce of this country.  But I think 
politicians tend to use us as a card, you know, for them to kind of stick out there for us, 
to take a look at, and then they kind of take it away. 

You know, as I’ve been part of this country for, in this system for a long time, I’m 
kind of seeing that sometimes I’m kind of like, hey, here’s all these opportunities.  And 
all of a sudden they go, oh, no.  This year I think you guys are going to be the bad guys, 
you know, the illegal immigration . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Paloma, when you say, you know, a cut, are you in agreement or 
something different? 
 
PALOMA:  About election years? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Well, what candidates . . . yeah.  I mean, are they taking it 
away, putting out and taking it away? 
 
PALOMA:  They think that, you know, the issues become front page for a while, but 
then once people do get in the government seat, then things are forgotten, promises are 
forgotten . . . and . . . 
 
CARLOS:  It’s the flavor of the month, you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s the flavor of the month. 
 
PALOMA:  Yeah.  And it’s really hard, you know, when you have a family that’s 
combined, and I don’t see a lot of options . . . I’m a professional woman.  But I still 
struggle.  And I have . . . my daughter, but my mom and my grandmother.  And, you 
know, they’re just, I’m just first generation here.  They came from, you know, a different 
country.  And they don’t have all of the help that, you know, they should have or the 
opportunities. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let’s go on and talk about is there a particular issue that, you know, 
that is?  Well, actually, let’s talk about immigration.  And I know this is a topic that we 
could go on for, you know, for, if we have some time, we can come back to it.  But, 
essentially, what are your thoughts about the immigration issue?  Gloria, what are your 
thoughts about it? 
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GLORIA:  Well, I really believe I do feel for people that were born outside of the United 
States because I’m a U.S. citizen and . . . of the USA.   
 
MODERATOR:  What should be done about it? 
 
GLORIA:  I think the conflicts situation, but I really think people should come in legally, 
legally. 
 
MODERATOR:  Duane? 
 
DUANE:  You know, I don’t think people should be penalized for wanting to work.  I 
encourage them to come into the country, you know, seek jobs, do it legally.  But I think 
where we need to penalize is the people who are hiring the illegals and forcing them to 
work for substandard wages and in conditions.  I think those people need to be 
punished, not the people who want to work, who want to earn money, who want to, you 
know, just help their own families. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Patricia, and then I want to go to Alex.  Go ahead. 
 
PATRICIA:  So what amazes me about the national discussion about illegal immigration 
is there is no question that people want to come over with a visa, with a work visa.  I 
mean, that’s not the issue.  The issue is how do you get that work permit to come 
across?  There are so few, and I think Americans are completely ignorant about the 
process and assume someone’s choosing, oh, I think I’d rather go there illegally than go 
through the paperwork to get a visa or work permit. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because it’s so hard to get this? 
 
PATRICIA:  Well, because there aren’t any.  It’s super-limited, and you have to have a 
job in place to be able to apply.  My husband was undocumented when I met him in the 
U.S.  He got papers through me.  And it just, at the national level, the discussion, he 
and I, and he’s an American citizen now we think what are they talking about?  That is 
not the question.  It’s not a question of choice.  It’s a question of supply of visas, supply 
of work opportunities. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Alex, and then I’ll go to you, Mike. 
 
ALEX:  I’ve always, and some people are probably get mad, and, of course, I’ve always 
said that there’s no solution for the immigration problem, you know, simple as that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because? 
 
ALEX:  Well, everybody is going to have a different idea of how to handle it.  And it’s, 
you know, it’s typical politics.  The Republicans are going to handle it one way.  The 
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Democrats are going to handle it another way.  And regardless of how good . . . an idea 
one party comes up with, the other party is always going to play it down and be negative 
about it.  And then they forget about us. 

We’re the ones, you know, that are in the situation.  Our family is across the 
border.  They’ve got their ways of dealing with things, and we would like to have it done 
a different way.  And it’s never going to be right, and there’s just no solution to it.  I don’t 
think there is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Give me one second here, but, John, I want to go hear you and Mike 
and then Pamela, and then we’ll move on. 
 
JOHN:  I’m, like Alex says, everybody’s probably going to be mad at me also, but I’m 
totally, completely against the illegals coming across illegally.  They ought to apply, and 
come across legally. 
 
MODERATOR:  So that’s what should be done, they ought to apply and come back?   
 
JOHN:  You know, it galls me because I’m a victim of the illegals.  
 
MODERATOR:  A victim in what way? 
 
JOHN:  I’m a victim in that I had, in my area, there’s been seven foreclosures.  These 
people bought home through some shyster dealings or something.  They lived in the 
home for two or three years and then bailed out and went back to Mexico.  The houses 
went into foreclosure, so the prices of homes dropped.  And now I can’t refinance my 
home. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right. 
 
MIKE:  I think the conflict is between compassion and pragmatism.  We need a 
workforce in the United States.  I mean, there’s some people that won’t work for 
minimum wage.  And we need those workers.  However, how do we get them here, and 
how do we make it right?   
 I think one of the plans is not only to penalize the companies that bring in illegals, 
but also we need to allow companies go to into let’s say Mexico or Central America, and 
actually recruit workers on the front side instead of on the back side, workers being 
forced to come in illegally.  Like IBM or whoever needs a labor force, a low-level-paying 
labor force.  Well, send the company into, you know, Central America, recruit, and give 
those people first shot at those jobs to come back to America. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you. 
 
JOHN:  That’s a hell of a good idea . . . sorry. 
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MIKE:  I’m running for President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pamela, let me . . . one last word, and then we’ll move on. 
 
PAMELA:  Exactly.  On the immigration, I think, you know, the government wants it 
both ways.  They want the low-level workers.  I mean, obviously, the employers are not 
getting penalized for employing workers at a low wage.  And the government allows for 
the I-PIN numbers, for the taxes to be done.  I mean, they have a lot of things that 
people don’t know about, the average voter. 

But if you work with those communities, you see that.  You see that they’re using 
the I-PIN to file their taxes.  So the government is doing things on the other end, but yet 
not giving them the full right of being a citizen or being, you know.  But they’re paying 
taxes.  Even if they’re paying taxes on an illegal Social Security number, they’re paying 
taxes.  Somebody’s getting that money, and it’s not them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gotcha.  Thank you.  Thank you.  If we have some time, we will come 
back to this, okay?  Let’s move on though, since I want to get a sense of, you know, the 
mood here, the direction.  And I just want a word or phrase, okay?  Describe how you 
feel things are going in this country right now.  Let’s say, Gloria.   
 
GLORIA:  I think we’re caught up in a . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Word or phrase. 
 
GLORIA:  It’s too complicated.  There’s too many people that they think are . . . and 
they’re not. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Vaneshka? 
 
VANESHKA:  Downhill. 
 
MODERATOR:  Downhill.  Mike. 
 
MIKE:  Divided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Paloma? 
 
PALOMA:  I would say . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  I was going to say toilet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Okay.  Let’s see.  Carlos? 
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CARLOS:  Wrong direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Let’s see.  Alex? 
 
ALEX:  Yeah, wrong direction 
 
ADRIAN:  Divided. 
 
MODERATOR:  Duane? 
 
DUANE:  Confused.   
 
MODERATOR:  John? 
 
JOHN:  I’d say downhill. 
 
MODERATOR:  Downhill. 
 
PATRICIA:  Downhill. 
 
MODERATOR:  Downhill. 
 
MARIA:  Corrupt. 
 
MODERATOR:  Corrupt, okay.  So, obviously, we have a, you know, we have a . . . 
 
MARIA:  Consensus. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . a consensus here.  Things are not going well.   
 
MARIA:  Not united. 
 
MODERATOR:  Not united, all right.  So tell me this.  What is your view of the Bush 
presidency, again, just a word or phrase?  And also how does that relate to what you, 
how you described your feelings about the direction of the country is going?  Let’s see.  
John, go ahead and start.  Yeah, John . . . 
 
JOHN:  Well, I think that he’s being blamed for everything that’s gone wrong, but it’s not 
his problem.  I think that that the war that, unfortunately, he got us into as a result of 
Saddam Hussein and the weapons of mass destruction, whether they were there or not 
or anything else . . . 
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MODERATOR:  So it’s not his fault, but he’s getting blamed?  Does anyone else?  Who 
is in agreement, pretty much, with what John’s saying?  Let me see a show of hands.  
Okay.  Who is not?  Who is totally not in agreement?  Okay.  All right.  So let’s see here.  
Alex, tell us what you’re thinking.  Why? 
 
ALEX:  I think he mislead the country, based on a somewhat.  I would see him to his 
face, and call him a liar . . . up and said those weapons of mass destruction that we 
were going after, they didn’t find nothing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So a liar, and straight to his face.  All right.  Anybody have . . . 
 
PALOMA:  Greed, absolutely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Greed, how?  Greed about? 
 
PALOMA:  Because you just feel like his group, whoever is in that group, is just 
profiting and benefiting from this to the point of just over the top.  I mean, it’s almost .  .  
 
JOHN:  But that’s true of all politicians.  I mean, if you look at . . . if you look at Pelosi 
and her interests in the wind companies, she’s just as heavily invested in those as . . . 
 
PALOMA:  . . . a war and Halliburton and the oil companies, it is so in your face . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Let me ask you this . . . anybody else, okay.  So greed, we have being 
a liar.  We have it’s not really his fault.  Anything different?  Anything other than, again, 
anything else? 
 
CARLOS:  I think he finished off what Ronald Reagan started? 
 
MODERATOR:  And what do you mean by that? 
 
CARLOS:  It’s his relationships with the Middle East and his connection to oil.  Ronald 
Reagan, originally, you know, if you guys remember, I might be dating myself, but he 
was in an effort to try to gain control over the area . . . he knew.  He forecasted that we 
were perhaps going to become very dependent on oil.  And so he started a pretty 
interesting campaign, if you guys remember.  And so I think, in my opinion, George 
Bush, Sr., is . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s just starting.  Okay.   
 
VANESHKA:  It was quite personal then though because I remember when I was back 
home in Puerto Rico . . . makes sense to . . . I mean it’s a multiple worry that even the 
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public is not even aware of.  And President Bush, the father, he started everything.  And 
I think his son just wanted to continue the personal agenda . . . just to finish what his 
father started, and continue it.   
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Okay.   
 
CARLOS:  Can I say something, just really quickly?   
 
MODERATOR:  Sure.  Go ahead.   
 
CARLOS:  I think, I mean, the blame has to lay with the President.  But when we are 
talking about being out of touch, it seems like it was a total reaction to 9/11.  Believe 
me, right after 9/11, I wanted to blow up something.  I really did.  But we need to count 
on the President to think things through, plan things through before going into 
something like a war like this that’s gone for . . . years.  So to me it’s kind of like an 
unpreparedness, you know, like out of touch at that time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Out of touch for, okay?   
 
MIKE:  A knee-jerk reaction. 
 
DUANE:  We didn’t have a clean exit strategy for . . . 
 
CARLOS:  Right.  That’s the thing.  We should have. 
 
MODERATOR:  So tell me this then.  In looking at, let’s talk a little bit about the different 
parties.  Again, just a word or phrase here, your feelings about the Republican Party.  
And what I really want to know is, you know, what do you, you know, what do you 
respect about them?  And, conversely, what, really, you know, what don’t you like about 
them?  Go ahead, Duane. 
 
DUANE:  I’d say what I respect about the Republican Party are some of their morals. 
 
MODERATOR:  Like just a word or two about that? 
 
DUANE:  Like family values.  I guess what I don’t like right now is I feel betrayed.  I was 
a registered Republican, and right now I’m undecided.  I don’t know what I want.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  
 
DUANE:  Right now, I mean, going back to the immigration thing, making it, you know, 
such a hotbed right now it’s made it hard for me as a person with brown skin.  There are 
a lot of assumptions made before me before anybody even talks to me.  You know, I am 
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tired of going into a store, and people automatically speak Spanish, and that’s all I 
speak, before they even say hello to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you.  Gloria, how about you?  What is it Republicans, 
you know, about that particular party?  What do you expect and/or conversely, what 
bothers you?  
 
GLORIA:  I respect their patriotism.  And I don’t like the fact that the Democrats always 
really give our tax money away. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So patriotism.  What about, anything bother you about the 
Republicans?   
 
GLORIA:  No.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else, anything really different?  Go ahead, Pamela. 
 
PAMELA:  I think, just listening to this, I guess I respect the fact that they’ve misled a lot 
of people on what their family values are and the giveaways because I think . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You respect the fact that they? 
 
PAMELA:  Well, that they can play this game so well, the powers and the game of 
politics, the game of manipulation, of misleading, the farce. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  You respect the fact that they that they’re doing that well? 
 
PAMELA:  Well, obviously, they’re doing that well because . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else got a . . . how about a different opinion here . . . Paloma? 
 
CARLOS:  One of the things that I disrespect about them is, and I’ve been a 
Republican for most of my . . . but they came into power through the social issues, you 
know, through abortion and family values and such, but they kind of sold us out on 
those things.  They really haven’t fought as hard as they could, quite, on some of those 
social issues.  And I think it’s kind of taken a back seat. 

And that’s kind of like I would jump onto McCain’s bandwagon without hesitation, 
but now I’m kind of hesitating because I don’t know if those are still going to be strong 
issues for the Republican Party, if they have been. 
 
MODERATOR:  What about the, anything else?  Any other?  Yes, go ahead, Paloma, 
yes. 
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PALOMA:  I just wanted to say that, you know, it’s like Pamela said.  They do, you 
know, lead us to believe that they’re going to help, and usually it’s an economic 
stimulus.  They think that giving that to us . . . and it’s all just like a big mirror or 
whatever. 
 
MODERATOR:  It’s a . . . 
 
PAMELA:  Yeah.  It’s a smokescreen because, you know, during election years, if they 
improve on the economy, it kind of is better, so that people decide, hey, well, you know, 
our economy is doing good, so we’re going to vote Republican.  But they don’t start to 
think that, you know, during Democratic government, for the majority of the time, you 
know, the economy can get the boost.  And, you know, people like us, in the middle 
class, we’re, I guess, now lower than that, have a chance to prosper and do a little bit 
more.  Right now it’s incredibly hard.  We have the . . . it’s so hard to just get by. 
 
MODERATOR:  So what about, what’s the Democratic Party?  I mean, is that 
something that is, in terms of your respect and your dislike, how is it different than the 
Republican Party, let’s say, John? 
 
JOHN:  I think, unless the Democrats get in there, and you see Congress and the 
President, you wind up just like we did under Carter.  You’ll have double-digit inflation 
again.   
 
MODERATOR:  So that’s what bothers you then?  Okay.  What about . . . 
 
JOHN:  . . . 
 
PALOMA:  Our deficit went down when Clinton was in office. 
 
GLORIA:  Yeah . . .Clinton 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Alex, what do you think?  How is it different?  You were saying that 
you, as far as Republicans go? 
 
ALEX:  I think that to have family values, it doesn’t matter if you’re a Democrat or a 
Republican.  I think, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  With the Democrats though, what do you respect, or what don’t you 
like, anything in particular?  How is it different from the Republican Party?   
 
ALEX:  Like I said, I don’t think that there is a difference as far as.  It used to be, a long 
time ago, the Republicans had the reputation of having more of the family values, 
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whatever, you know.  But like, for example, abortion is never going to go away.  Talk all 
you want about abortion.  It’s never going to go away . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So you don’t really see that much of a difference on these issues? 
 
ALEX:  Nowadays, nowadays, in this era, I don’t really see that much of a difference, 
you know, except the fact that under the Bush Administration, he came in with a 
surplus.  Now, you know, he’s starting spending money like it’s going out of style.  And 
look at the economy, where it’s at. 
 
MODERATOR:  Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  To me, the Republicans espousing family values is a misnomer.  To me, 
the Democrats truly espouse what I consider family values, in that equal opportunity, 
livable wage, education and healthcare.  And I really, I’m disgusted by the fact how the 
Republicans have actually called family values, you know, the principle that they’re 
trying to pursue because to me, that’s not family values.  So . . . is what I consider 
family values. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many are in agreement with what Patricia is saying?  Let me see 
a show of hands.  All right.   
 
MARIA:  But there’s a problem with that.  I think one of the things that we’re not talking 
about is the Independent or the other parties.  The fact of the matter is, some of us don’t 
fix in this box or that box.  And so we have to take what we can, the best of it.  I think 
the problem is the procedures of general election and who are representatives are.  
How well are we represented, and how much do we know about us?   
 
MODERATOR:  When you say how well are we, are you talking about Latinos, or are 
you talking about . . . 
 
MARIA:  No.  I don’t think, even though I feel a little bit like Obama . . . because he may 
be a black American, a mixed race, if you will, but everyone thinks he represents the 
black vote.  And I may be Hispanic, and I was born outside this country, but I’ve been 
here a long time.  I’ve been here . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So you’re talking more in general, not necessarily this particular group.  
Okay. 
 
MARIA:  And so I think we happen to be Latinos who are, in many ways, ambassadors 
to those people that have worked hard.  The people that, to me, going back to 
immigration, the people that came here to work didn’t come here because they had a 
choice.  They had to dodge . . . not because they had a choice, but they didn’t have 
anything to eat.  This country was founded on those kind of people.  There’s a lot of 
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disrespect for those kind of people.  They’re looking for life.  They’re not trying to break 
the law. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
MARIA:  I don’t think they are, you know?   
 
MODERATOR:  Let’s do this.  There are, I mean, when you came in we, you know, you 
guys filled out some forms.  And so it’s all been documented, but just for the record, for 
now, if Election Day were today, okay, who would you vote for?  Let’s see.  Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  Obama. 
 
VANESHKA:  I’m leaning to Obama. 
 
PALOMA:  Obama. 
 
MIKE:  McCain. 
 
CARLOS:  I’m leaning towards Obama. 
 
ALEX:  I’m leaning towards Obama. 
 
ADRIAN:  I’m leaning towards Obama.. 
 
DUANE:  I’m undecided. 
 
JOHN:  McCain. 
 
GLORIA:  McCain. 
 
MARIA:  I’m undecided. 
 
PAMELA:  I’m leaning towards Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  So most of you, you know, there’s a lot of leaning toward Obama.  Tell 
me this.  What is it that leaning toward Obama?  Help me understand that a little bit 
better.  Let’s see.  Carlos, you . . . 
 
CARLOS:  Right now for me it’s more of the issue of the change, changing the path that 
we’re on now.  And I see that more with Obama with his desires, what his policies are, a 
break from what is tradition, even though that might be something like kind of like a 
sound byte that you’d hear on TV.  I honestly think that we need something different 
right now. 
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MODERATOR:  Change? 
 
CARLOS:  . . . energy, and I feel it now with Obama, but I’m not quite sure.  There are 
things I like about McCain too. 
 
MODERATOR:  And something other than change, other reasons why you’re leaning 
toward Obama.  I’ll go to Vaneshka and then Pamela . . . 
 
VANESHKA:  Well, I think that both McCain and Obama have, you know . . . that they 
want to do.  But I see what I’m noticing more with McCain is that he’s going to keep the 
same trend that we’re currently now with President Bush.  I think that even though he 
wants to make changes, the people around him are no going to let him make the 
changes.   
 
MODERATOR:  But for Obama? 
 
VANESHKA:  So for Obama, I was very excited with Hillary Clinton when she . . . 
because she had the experience with President Clinton.  He did, I think it was a 
wonderful job with the economy, with the country.  And I think that she had the 
backbone to do the changes that we needed to do. 

So what I’m kind of hoping on with Obama, he’s young.  He wants changes.  He 
wants to do so many things.  But I’m waiting to see what Hillary’s going to say.  If she 
says that and convinces me this week when she speaks at the DNC that she believes 
Obama is going to make the changes, that he’s going to be their leader that we need to 
do, then that’s what is going to make the trick for me.   
 
MODERATOR:  So having her voice then will be a big influence for you? 
 
VANESHKA:  I think, for me that will be the biggest influence. 
 
MODERATOR:  How about the others of you that are Obama, leaning toward Obama or 
Obama?  Is that the same?  Do you feel that?  I mean, is that . . . 
 
PALOMA:  I think that, you know, it’s pretty.  It’s good to have an endorsement, you 
know.  I don’t know.  I love women in my friends and family role, you know, really happy 
with Hillary because we wanted a woman President, not just because she was a 
woman, but because she was prepared. 

But I think that, you know, we should spend some time and look at a press forum.  
There are copies online.  You can read all about what the Democratic . . . what their 
stance is on every single issue.  And then that’s how you make up your mind, you know, 
instead of just watching the TV commercials.  
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MODERATOR:  So people become more educated on their own?  Let me as you this.  
Those of you who are for McCain, what are some of the reasons that you, you know, 
that McCain?  Let’s see, John, you’re . . . 
 
JOHN:  I . . . she just took the words right out of my mouth.  I’m waiting for the platform 
to come off this . . . 
 
PALOMA:  Right.  You can . . .  
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  Find out, but the main thing that I’m, I just can’t see having a Democratic 
Congress and Democratic President.  I think that would . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How come, John? 
 
JOHN:  Because then you have more checks and balances.  You’ve got to have the 
checks and balances in there to be abler to control, you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  Mike, are you in agreement with that? 
 
MIKE:  Well, yeah, partially.  But I don’t think John McCain is going to carry on George 
Bush’s policies.  For him to have a successful presidency, he knows that that wasn’t 
successful, and as far as perception is concerned, and the whole perception of George 
Bush’s legacy is negative. 

And so I think that he, being the maverick, will definitely move away from some of 
those policies.  But now during the election cycle, he’s got to appeal to the far-right base 
of the Republican Party.  So he has to position himself along those lines.  But I think 
once he gets into office, as he’s shown in the Senate, he will reach across the lines.   
 
MODERATOR:  So he will be, he will not be an extension of? 
 
MIKE:  Yeah.  I totally disagree with all that propaganda about John McCain.  I don’t 
think he’s that kind of a politician. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Thank you.   
 
VANESHKA:  May I add to that? 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me just ask one quick question first.  I want to back for just a 
moment to something that, well, actually, that you said, Vaneshka, about Hillary.  We, 
you know, you mentioned that that was something very important to you to hear what 
she had to say.  And then some of you said, no, I don’t agree with that.   

Talk to me a little bit more about that.  I want to hear just a little bit more about 
the, you know, how key is what she says or does, or how key is it what she says or 
does to your leaning toward Obama or moving away from Obama?  Yes, Patricia. 
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PATRICIA:  Well, I started out as a Hillary supporter, but then I became disgusted, 
really, by her and Bill’s tactics.  And I’m very extremely disappointed.  It’s actually 
because of how she ran her campaign that I became more of a staunch Obama 
supporter. 
 
MODERATOR:  When you say disgusted, what are you talking about?  Are you . . . 
 
PAMELA:  I feel that same way.  I mean, I came into it, and I have a lot of respect for 
her, and it was such a disappointment because I just felt like she sold herself short of 
what, you know, potential she really had, by playing little games of like that 15-minute 
interview where she didn’t really clarify it if he was a Muslim or not, knowing that was on 
the table, and just little things like that that just I thought . . . 
 
GLORIA:  You know, one of the things that we didn’t get to talk about . . . disrespect, 
one of things that I disrespect about the Democratic Party is that they are looking for 
bigwigs and big stars to endorse them.  And if Oprah thinks this way or somebody 
thinks that way, then we have to agree with them?  No.  Oprah makes a lot of money. 
 
MODERATOR:  What about . . . Hillary, does Hillary fit into that for you?  I mean, in 
terms of the big, does she? 
 
GLORIA:  No.  I loved, I very much agreed with Hillary Clinton.  I was going to vote for 
her in the primary election, etc., but when I saw how she could be, she, you know, that’s 
one way that I do feel like women wanted to support Hillary Clinton.  It was a very . . . 
choosing a white woman or a black man.  And so it was very interesting.  And I think it 
speaks a lot for the country that we’re now open to some of that.   
 
MODERATOR:  Demographically? 
 
GLORIA:  But on the other hand, she, you know, and I respect women in any position of 
power because I really believe that women know a little bit more about the social order 
about things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else have any other thing about Hillary or about? 
 
CARLOS:  I think by first being in the mix so long really divided the Democratic Party 
because . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me ask you this.  I want just a show of hands here.  How confident 
do you feel that you know, when we talk about Obama, how confident do you feel that 
you know Obama, in the sense of a candidate?  I want to see a show of hands.  How 
confident do you feel?  Okay.  Raise them up.  One, two.  One, two.  Raise them up if 
you do.  
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DUANE:  You lost me.  Raise them if we are comfortable? 
 
MODERATOR:  That you’re confident that you know Obama in terms of, you know, this 
is a candidate that I know, and I understand where he’s coming from.  So one, two, 
three, four, five.  Okay.  How many of you are not confident that you know for Obama? 
 
DUANE:  Well, I’m in the middle.  I’m not one of the ones who. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So how many not confident?  One, two, three, four.  Okay.  How 
about McCain, how many of you are confident that you know McCain?  Where do you 
stand?  One, two, three, four.   
 
PAMELA:  Whether or not you agree or? 
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  But you know who this person is.  You have a sense of this 
candidate. 
 
JOHN:  I think that he is . . . proud . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And how about you’re not confident about McCain and where he 
stands on the issues?  One, two, let me see.  One, two, three, four.  Okay.  The other 
half of you are undecided then.  Is that correct?  You still need to hear more?   
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . stand . . . okay.  Great.  Let’s go on now.  This is going to be what 
is called the lightning round.  And so if you get the idea, this is quick, okay?  And I just 
want to get your impressions of these various people and I just want a word or phrase to 
describe your feelings about them.  And let’s just do kind of a practice round here.  So in 
other words, if I said Donald Trump to you, feeling, what’s your feeling about Donald 
Trump? 
 
VANESHKA:  Bad hair. 
 
PAMELA:  Bad hair. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well what’s your feeling about him?  
 
PAMELA:  He’s a phony.   
 
MODERATOR:  Phony, annoying.  Okay.  So you get the idea.  Jennifer Lopez, if I said 
Jennifer Lopez.   
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JOHN:  Beautiful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  So let’s start.  Here’s the first one.  Bill Clinton, 
anybody, quick? 
 
DUANE:  Slime bag.   
 
MODERATOR:  Slam bang? 
 
DUANE:  Slime bag.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Slime bag.  Sorry.  Okay.  What else?  Others?  Slime bag. 
 
PAMELA:  He’s a show off. 
 
MODERATOR:  Show off. 
 
VANESHKA:  Brilliant.  He was a good President, but a bad husband. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay . . . President.  Okay.  Anything else about Bill Clinton? 
 
CARLOS:  Clever. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. 
 
JOHN:  Sneaky.  
 
MODERATOR:  What was that? 
 
JOHN:  Sneaky.  All right.  How about, let’s see.  How about Barack Obama?   
 
MARIA:  Charming. 
 
PAMELA:  Charming. 
 
PATRICIA:  Inexperienced. 
 
GLORIA:  Intelligent. 
 
ADRIAN:  Different. 
 
MODERATOR:  Different how, Adrian? 
 
ADRIAN:  Different from any other politician.   
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MODERATOR:  In what way? 
 
ADRIAN:  He’s not white.   
 
MODERATOR:  That’s right, but different in terms of your feeling for him.  So he’s not 
white, but that’s a character.  I mean, any feeling, a feeling?  
 
PALOMA:  Proud. 
 
ALEX:  . . . to get the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s what? 
 
CARLOS:  Half white. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s half white, and so? 
 
JOHN:  I say a chameleon. 
 
MODERATOR:  A chameleon.  All right.  Let’s see.  Gloria, anything else, or John? 
 
JOHN:  Sneaky, using his color to get the presidency and going to Europe to get votes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Using his color to get the presidency and going to Europe to get the 
votes.  Why are you so passionate? 
 
PATRICIA:  . . . President can go to Europe, if he had no other agenda except to get 
votes. 
 
JOHN:  You wouldn’t get a German to come to America to get votes for Germany.   
 
ALEX:  Or France. 
 
JOHN:  Or France. 
 
MARIA:  It’s a free country.  You can go anywhere you want. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hillary Clinton, a word or phrase, Hillary Clinton. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
GLORIA:  A liar. 
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JOHN:  Brave. 
 
DUANE:  Dedicated. 
 
PALOMA:  Smart. 
 
ALEX:  A pioneer.  Yeah, you get shot at, you’re going to remember, for sure, if you get 
shot at. 
 
MODERATOR:  So what’s the feeling, Alex, then?  What’s your feeling on that? 
 
ALEX:  I remember getting shot at by sniper fire. 
 
JOHN:  Oh, yeah. 
 
VANESHKA:  Disappointed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Disappointed.  All right.  Anything else?  Anything different? 
 
ADRIAN:  She’s a joke, actually. 
 
MODERATOR:  A joke?  A joke?  Okay. 
 
DUANE:  A detriment to the campaign. 
 
MODERATOR:  A joke because? 
 
ADRIAN:  Well, because of for examples like what happened, you know . . . line of 
fire . . . didn’t get shot. 
 
MODERATOR:  George Bush. 
 
MARIA:  A joke. 
 
MODERATOR:  What’s the feeling though, a joke? 
 
MIKE:  I feel safe with George Bush.   
 
PALOMA:  Embarrassed.  I feel embarrassed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, no, but him, what is he?  No.  What’s your feeling about him? 
 
PAMELA:  Lack of . . . of the English language. 
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[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
PAMELA:  Not a well-prepared man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Not a well-prepared man? 
 
PAMELA:  Yeah.   
 
MODERATOR:  . . . good speaker. 
 
JOHN:  I think history will prove that he was an excellent President and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Excellent in what way?  What’s your feeling about him, John? 
 
JOHN:  Well, I think that he, in his time, he tried to do the best he could with what he 
had.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
PATRICIA:  Which wasn’t much, yeah.  Right. 
 
DUANE:  I think he’s kept us safe since 9/11. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else about George Bush, other feelings? 
 
JOHN:  I don’t know if I would agree with keeping us safe.  
 
MODERATOR:  Duane, what’s your feeling on George Bush? 
 
DUANE:  I think he took us through a very difficult time. 
 
MODERATOR:  But your feeling, what’s the feeling? 
 
DUANE:  Betrayed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Betrayed.  All right.   
 
PATRICIA:  That was a good one. 
 
MODERATOR:  How about John McCain, feeling? 
 
PAMELA:  Boring. 
 
GLORIA:  Honorable. 
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JOHN:  I feel hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is that boring, you mean, or? 
 
PAMELA:  I feel bored.  He’s more of the same.  He’s an older, white man.   
 
MODERATOR:  What you feel, okay, so he’s more of the same? 
 
PAMELA:  I feel bored. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What is your feeling about him, would describe your feelings?  
What else? 
 
MIKE:  I feel hopeful with him.   
 
DUANE:  Good word.   
 
MODERATOR:  Hopeful?  All right.  What else?  Something else? 
 
ADRIAN:  I have respect for him because of, you know, he’s a war veteran, the things 
that he went through, the things that he endured for our country.  And I do agree with 
this gentleman here.  I’m kind of leaning towards Obama, but for a while I was 
undecided.  But there’s one thing that I feel about McCain that he will not, even though 
he’s a Republican, I don’t feel that he will continue Bush’s policies.  And if I ever voted 
for a Republican, it would probably be John McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  How about Joe Biden?  Joe Biden? 
 
PAMELA:  Impressed. 
 
MARIA:  I don’t know enough about him. 
 
JOHN:  Wishy-washy, voted . . . now he’s . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Wishy-washy? 
 
PATRICIA:  Well, everybody’s wishy-washy because everybody is entitled to change 
their opinion.  McCain changes his opinion . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How about Joe Biden, a word or phrase to describe your feelings about 
Joe Biden? 
 
CARLOS:  Experienced. 
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MODERATOR:  Experienced. 
 
JOHN:  More experienced than Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Experienced in what? 
 
PAMELA:  Foreign relations. 
 
PATRICIA:  Foreign relations. 
 
JOHN:  Well, what’s the difference between a gray-haired Joe Biden and haired-haired 
John McCain?  I don’t get it. 
 
PATRICIA:  One is the VP, and one is running for President. 
 
JOHN:  But you said that they were both old.   
 
MODERATOR:  . . . for Obama, how about Michelle Obama?   
 
PALOMA:  Smart. 
 
PATRICIA:  She’s a smart woman. 
 
MIKE:  A snake. 
 
MODERATOR:  A what?  A snake? 
 
MIKE:  A snake. 
 
MODERATOR:  A snake?  All right. 
 
MIKE:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Keep going.  What else? 
 
PAMELA:  Strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Michelle Obama, what else? 
 
ALEX:  Supportive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Supportive?  All right.  Smart how? 
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JOHN:  The first time she’s ever been proud of her country, when her husband decided 
to become President.  
 
VANESHKA:  Well, she clarified that, that’s all. 
 
MODERATOR:  Smart how? 
 
VANESHKA:  She’s an educated woman. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Snake how, Mike? 
 
MIKE:  I think there’s a part of Michelle Obama that we haven’t seen yet.  She’s playing 
to the cameras, like her husband.  She has that sneaky kind of perception.  So I just 
don’t know her.  She’s real . . . 
 
PAMELA:  How do you see her as . . . 
 
PALOMA:  Everybody . . . 
 
MIKE:  I perceive her as being . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  How about Cindy McCain, Cindy McCain, guys? 
 
ADRIAN:  Barbie. 
 
MODERATOR:  Barbie.  All right.   
 
CARLOS:  She’s more subservient than Michelle is. 
 
JOHN:  A very generous woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
JOHN:  Very generous. 
 
MARIA:  I think she’s a dynamic person.  I watched her on The View, and I was 
impressed that she was more than a one-sided, a three-dimensional figure.  I was 
impressed. 
 
MODERATOR:  She says okay.  All right.  So it took that, then to see? 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

HISPANICS 

DENVER, COLORADO, AUGUST 25, 2008, 8:00 A.M. 

PAGE 29 

 

 
PAMELA:  But that’s what it takes.  We need to do a . . . and have our own perception 
of how they are. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else about . . . McCain?  Anything? 
 
MIKE:  Sophisticated.   
 
MODERATOR:  Sophisticated?  All right.  Anything completely different than what 
we’ve heard about Cindy McCain? 
 
VANESHKA:  A businesswoman. 
 
MODERATOR:  A businesswoman?  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.  All right.  So here are a 
couple of things that I want to, I’m just going to, these are some scenarios, all right?  
And I want to get a show of hands here.  I’m just going to stand up for a minute.  All 
right.  So here’s the deal, all right?  Put yourself in this situation, and then I want to get, I 
want to find out, you know, your how you would describe these particular people. 

So in this particular case, you know, here’s the situation.  I have to go to the 
Denver airport and meet Hillary Clinton.  I’ve never seen Hillary Clinton before.  Tell me 
what would help recognize her from other people, from all the other people there.  In 
other words, what are some of the, how would you describe, if you’ve not seen her 
before, you didn’t know her, what kinds of things would help me to know? 
 
JOHN:  First of all, you would have been living in the clouds.  
 
GLORIA:  Kansas. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right.  What else?   
 
VANESHKA:  The security guards?   
 
MARIA:  She stands tall.  She’s a very proud person. 
 
MODERATOR:  So pride?  She stands tall.  What are some other things that would help 
me to know that this is Hillary Clinton, things that?  What are some other things? 
 
JOHN:  Focused . . . a big grin all the time. 
 
MODERATOR:  What’s that?  What does that big grin mean, John? 
 
JOHN:  I don’t know.  Phony. 
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MODERATOR:  Phony?  All right.  Anything else?  How would you know that this is 
Hillary Clinton? 
 
ADRIAN:  Besides her entourage?   
 
PATRICIA:  Right. 
 
JOHN:  . . . go around it . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  How about this?  If it were Joe Biden, how would you know it 
was Joe Biden? 
 
JOHN:  A tall . . . guy. 
 
PATRICIA:  Yeah. 
 
PALOMA:  Wouldn’t you describe somebody by their height, their weight, their hair 
color or you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Any other ways that you would? 
 
JOHN:  . . . read true . . . 
 
PALOMA:  Yeah.  You might pass him, you know, if you didn’t really. 
 
MODERATOR:  What about Barack Obama?   
 
MARIA:  Oh, presence.   
 
MODERATOR:  . . . 
 
VANESHKA:  Tall.  You can’t miss him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Tall?  All right.  
 
MIKE:  The spirit of Hollywood would be all over him. 
 
VANESHKA:  . . .  
 
GLORIA:  The Academy Award would . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
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PAMELA:  Cameras would be everywhere. 
 
MIKE:  A baby-kissing politician.  We’ve never seen that before.  But that’s not a 
picture.  I mean . . . instead of playing to the cameras he’s picking up babies for the 
photo-op or you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  So he’s a photo-op, baby-kissing politician?   
 
MIKE:  Yeah.  He’s trying to portray the change he wants . . . 
 
PATRICIA:  He comes off as being insincere. 
 
MODERATOR:  Insincere? 
 
PAMELA:  Wow.  I don’t think so . . . either. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me try this.  So you’ve just moved into a new neighborhood, okay?  
And, guess what?  You’ve got two neighbors, one neighbor on either side of you.  And 
one is the Obamas and the other the McCains.  Tell me.  Let’s just start with the 
Obamas, okay?  Tell me, you know.  Tell me about your neighbors.  What are they like?  
Who are they?  How do they treat you, your kids?   
 
MIKE:  Outside of politics, the Obamas are probably an excellent family. 
 
MODERATOR:  In what way, Mike? 
 
MIKE:  Well, all the photos that I’ve seen them together and stuff, they seem like a very 
close-knit, loving family.  And that’s pretty obvious.  So I think, as my neighbor, I would 
probably like Obama as my neighbor.  Not for President, but as my neighbor, yeah. 
 
PALOMA:  . . . because they have two daughters, and I know they’re involved parents. 
 
MODERATOR:  How would they treat you? 
 
JOHN:  I think they’d be excellent neighbors. 
 
MODERATOR:  Excellent neighbors? 
 
JOHN:  With me, virtually, being the older generation, I think I would probably relate 
probably closer to the McCains because they’re my generation, you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Duane, what do you say? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

HISPANICS 

DENVER, COLORADO, AUGUST 25, 2008, 8:00 A.M. 

PAGE 32 

 

 
DUANE:  . . . neighbors, I see a sunrise and a sunset. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me.  What do you mean by that? 
 
DUANE:  The young family, you know, with the future ahead of them, and another 
family who is at their twilight that should be winding down. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  How would they treat you?  How would they treat your kids, 
McCain or Obama? 
 
PALOMA:  Obama’s family would probably be more tolerant.   
 
MODERATOR:  More tolerant?  Really?  Tolerant of what, of your kids because they 
have kids? 
 
JOHN:  Because of Cindy McCain, the way that she gives and all of the charities she 
works with, I think she’d be a very nice neighbor.  I’d let my kids go eat cookies from 
Cindy McCain’s house. 
 
MODERATOR:  Carlos, what do you think, if you had them as neighbors? 
 
CARLOS:  I think they would be both good neighbors, you know.  They’re obviously 
different because, you know, I see any of my kids playing with Obama’s kids or 
whatever.  But, obviously, whatever, McCains, maybe my kids would play with their 
grandchildren, I guess. 
 
MODERATOR:  So let me ask you this.  So okay.  If you have a potluck dinner, all right, 
you’re having a potluck dinner, a supper.  Would they come?  Who would?  Would the 
McCains come?  Would the Obamas come?  
 
JOHN:  Sure.   
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think so? 
 
JOHN:  Sure. 
 
PAMELA:  I don’t think either would come. 
 
MODERATOR:  You don’t think either would come?   
 
PAMELA:  They would have other pressing engagements, really.  I think it’s an 
interesting question because my first question would be, you know, it’s the middle of 
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winter.  Is McCain going to come out and get the paper?  Is he going to get it, or is she 
going to get it?  Is the kid going to get it? 

Who is going to be the one on the same level?  Because those kids are going to 
be all protected, and the same as we would warn ours not to break their windows.  
Please, you know, do you recycle?  All those questions are really important to me how 
down to earth they would be. 
 
MODERATOR:  So, John, do you think they would be really down to earth?  Oh, that’s 
the question.  Okay.   
 
PAMELA:  I don’t know.  That would be the best scenario to find out. 
 
MODERATOR:  So the potluck supper, very quickly, what would the McCains bring, 
and what would the, what would they bring? 
 
GLORIA:  Organic something. 
 
MODERATOR:  The McCains would bring something organic? 
 
GLORIA:  No.  The Obamas would. 
 
MODERATOR:  The Obamas would bring something? 
 
PALOMA:  Because they can afford it. 
 
PAMELA:  The Obamas would bring something vegan.   
 
MODERATOR:  But . . . person, aside of, you know, their money and that sort of thing, 
what would they bring?  What would be different about what they bring? 
 
MIKE:  . . . all this, in my perception, I mean, they’d bring something homemade versus 
the McCains, who would bring something they bought from Safeway. 
 
MODERATOR:  Really?  Okay.   
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
JOHN:  Well, I think both families are very folksy, and I think they would just bring the 
traditional potluck dish. 
 
MARIA:  McCains would bring fried chicken. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right.  So how about this?  It’s Thanksgiving, right?  And your 
oven goes out, and you have a family of 14 coming, and your turkey is half done.  So 
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you are in a panic, right?  So you rush over to your neighbors, the Obamas.  What’s 
going to happen?  What are they going to do? 
 
GLORIA:  Help you out. 
 
MODERATOR:  How?  How are they going to help you out? 
 
GLORIA:  Let you use the oven. 
 
PAMELA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything different? 
 
PALOMA:  Borrow your . . . 
 
MIKE:  They probably have two ovens, each of them, so . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  They would let you use their oven . . . afford it.  Okay. 
 
PALOMA:  Wait.  I don’t know.  How many people here have really friendly neighbors?  
Because I don’t see my neighbors . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Paloma, what would Obamas do?  In your opinion, what would you 
perceive . . . here? 
 
PALOMA:  In my opinion, they would, you know, both be as friendly.  It’s just that we’re 
all in our cocoons, and we don’t ever come out. 
 
PATRICIA:  I don’t interact with any of our neighbors. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  What about the McCains?  What would, how would it  be different? 
 
PAMELA:  It would be different.  They don’t even know how many houses they have.   
 
MODERATOR:  Really?  They don’t even know how many houses? 
 
JOHN:  . . . regards to the Obama house, the million-dollar house, they probably 
couldn’t find the front door. 
 
PALOMA:  I think the McCains would be too afraid to live in my neighborhood. 
 
MODERATOR:  Really? 
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PALOMA:  Yeah. 
 
JOHN:  John McCain, the war hero? 
 
MIKE:  Yeah.  I know. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
PAMELA:  Oh, yeah . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So wait a minute now.  Let me just go back to the question.  And what I 
really want to understand here is what I hear you saying is that . . . 
 
GLORIA:  They’re not at our level. 
 
MODERATOR:  They’re not at your level . . . I mean, so they . . . 
 
PALOMA:  I think Obama’s closer to my . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
ADRIAN:  I think we’re forgetting something.  Like we’re all Hispanic here.  And I don’t 
know about you guys, but, you know, I lived in Florida.  I lived in Puerto Rico.  And I can 
still borrow a cup of sugar from my neighbor.  Now here, I don’t have any Hispanics next 
to me, and I don’t have a relationship with hardly any of my neighbors, actually . . .  
 
PALOMA:  It’s different. 
 
WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
CARLOS:  this is really the truth because where, you know, I’m Mexican, you can’t take 
that away from me.  You can change my hair, but my white neighbors, you know, I kind 
of do this kind of thing.  My black neighbors, hey, what’s up, man?   
 
MODERATOR:  Excuse me just one minute.  All right, you guys . . . be here.  So here’s 
what we’re going to do, okay?  I’m going to read you some different situations that you 
might possibly face, and everybody have, I just want to read you some situations that 
you might possibly face and that.  And I’d like to know whether you would prefer 
McCain, Hillary Clinton, or Obama to represent you in this situation, all right? 

So here’s the first situation.  You’re being held as a hostage by a terrorist 
organization, and you have the right to select one person to negotiate with the terrorists 
for your release.  Okay.  So, Adrian, who are you going to choose? 
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ADRIAN:  John McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  John McCain?  All right. 
 
ADRIAN:  You’re darned right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vaneshka, who are you going to choose? 
 
VANESHKA:  Well, I was . . . that there is no . . . there is no negotiations. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  all right.  Would you choose any of them in this situation?  Who would 
you prefer to be your negotiator, the person to help you negotiate your . . . 
 
VANESHKA:  . . . I have no choice.  If there was actually a negotiation, then McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  McCain?  All right. 
 
CARLOS:  Here we go.  Can we call Jesse Jackson?  Just kidding. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  Gloria? 
 
GLORIA:  Definitely McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
PAMELA:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Definitely Obama?  Okay. 
 
CARLOS:  Maybe Clinton, actually. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  So we’ve got some McCains, some Obamas, one Clinton.  
Why?  Why McCain? 
 
ADRIAN:  McCain’s been through it.  He’s been through it.   
 
MODERATOR:  He’s been through it? 
 
PAMELA:  . . . should have the experience. 
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MODERATOR:  What about Obama? 
 
PALOMA:  Because he’s smart.   
 
PAMELA:  He would just be more intelligent about it.  He would be more . . . 
 
PATRICIA:  . . . a different angle. 
 
PAMELA:  Yeah.  Yeah.  
 
PATRICIA:  He’s more international. 
 
DUANE:  I don’t know about the different angle.  If you don’t realize how desperate a 
situation that is . . . 
 
MIKE:  Obama would probably tell them, hey, look, my middle name, you know, we’ve 
got a connection here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Whatever works.  So, Pamela, Pamela, you’ve been offered a 
promotion.  Who do you want as your boss?  Who, out of these, would you want as your 
boss? 
 
CARLOS:  Probably Clinton, actually. 
 
MODERATOR:  You’d want Clinton as your boss?  All right.  Let’s see.  Paloma, who 
would you want? 
 
PALOMA:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Maria? 
 
MARIA:  McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  McCain as your boss?  All right.  Duane, how about you? 
 
DUANE:  Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Clinton?  Okay.  Let me hear some of the reasons why.  Why would 
you want Hillary? 
 
DUANE:  In my career, I’ve had almost women bosses.  And they just seem to be more 
clear-headed, more fair.   
 
MODERATOR:  So more clear-headed and fair then as a boss? 
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DUANE:  Yeah.  Not quick to make that . . . 
 
PAMELA:  And that’s why, probably, I would choose Obama, for the exact opposite 
of . . . 
 
PATRICIA:  I agree.  I’m with Pamela. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me about that.  Tell me about that, Pamela. 
 
PAMELA:  I just think women, yeah.  I mean, not to say they, obviously, I’m a woman 
and I, you know.  But I think I just want Obama.  He’s just more compassionate and 
levelheaded.  And I think Hillary, depending on the day you came in, it could be a good 
day or a bad day.  I think she’s too emotionally charged to be levelheaded.   
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  You have to commute.  Let’s see here.  You have t commute 
one hour a day for the next three months to a temporary job, okay?  And in order to use 
the HOV lane, you’ve got to select one of these people to be your passenger.  Who is 
that going to be?  Let’s see.  Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  Oh, I would say either Obama or Clinton.   
 
MODERATOR:  Which one? 
 
PATRICIA:  Obama.  I think it would be fascinating to hear about his life, in person. 
 
MODERATOR:  You want to know more about him as a person, his life . . . person? 
 
PATRICIA:  I think he’s so smart, it would be fun to talk to him about any topic. 
 
PAMELA:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let’s see.  Adrian? 
 
ADRIAN:  I don’t know.  It might be an interesting talk with Hillary Clinton. 
 
GLORIA:  Me too.  I’d ask about Mr. Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  You’d ask about Mr. Clinton?  All right.  Alex, how about you? 
 
ALEX:  I’d probably choose Hillary because I don’t like listening to either of them.   
 
MODERATOR:  You don’t like listening too? 
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ALEX:  I can’t.  You know it’s like after a while, you listen to politicians talk and talk and 
talk, and you just get tired of it, you know? 
 
MODERATOR:  So Hillary? 
 
ALEX:  Really, the only person that I really listening to and talk, ironically, it was 
Reagan.  I used to love listening to him for some reason.  I don’t know why. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . how about you?   
 
ALEX:  Maybe it’s because he was an actor or something.  I don’t know. 
 
DUANE:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama?  All right.  Tell me who would choose Obama for the HOV 
lane partner.  One, two, three, four.  Okay.  How many would choose Hillary Clinton?  
One, two, three, four.  I didn’t hear anyone for McCain. 
 
JOHN:  I would. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  One, two, so we’re three?  All right.  Okay.  So pretty much 
along where you stand then.  Those are the, well, to some degree.  Carlos. 
 
CARLOS:  Where I stand . . . vote for them? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
CARLOS:  No.   
 
MODERATOR:  No. 
 
CARLOS:  That’s why I’d want to . . . so I could learn more about him. 
 
MODERATOR:  You would want?  Okay.  I gotcha.  All right.  Last question here.  Who 
do you want to be your lifeline for help in answering a question on The Millionaire show?   
 
MARIA:  That’s definitely Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Definitely Obama, Maria? 
 
MARIA:  I think he’s, yes.  I think he’s more sophisticated and worldly, as far as 
knowing what other people think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mike? 
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MIKE:  I’d say Hillary Clinton, even though I’m . . . I wouldn’t vote . . . she’s the last 
person alive . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
MIKE:  Well, I think she has, well, no.  I think she’s a very bright woman.  I don’t think 
she’d make a good leader.  I think she’s a very bright woman, and she could probably 
answer some of the questions that I might be asked in that scenario. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vaneshka, what do you think? 
 
VANESHKA:  Obama.   
 
MODERATOR:  Obama?   
 
JOHN:  If she can put up with Bill Clinton, she might be able to answer all the questions. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody say anything different?  Who else?  Who would you 
choose?  Does anybody else have anything different?  Maria? 
 
MARIA:  I might pick John McCain because I think there’s something that all the . . . do, 
and that is they respect their elders.  And I know all the old people or the people that I 
know that are old, like my mother and my grandmother, my aunts, etc., I think they’re 
extremely knowledgeable people, and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So the experience then? 
 
MARIA:  The experience is a lot.  And, you know, assuming that I understand their point 
of view and where they’re coming from and agree with them, then they would lend a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  So talking about John McCain then, let’s move on.  Talking about John 
McCain, what are the best, I mean, I’ve heard, definitely heard some things about John 
McCain, some pros and cons.  But what I really want to understand is, you know, what 
are the kinds of things that you feel are the best qualities that represent, you know, that 
he would bring to the presidency, for John McCain, Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  Can you skip me, and let me think of it? 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Let’s go ahead.  Duane? 
 
DUANE:  His patriotism. 
 
MODERATOR:  His patriotism? 
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DUANE:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mike? 
 
MIKE:  Integrity. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are some of the best qualities that he would bring? 
 
PATRICIA:  Experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Experience?  Anything else?  Anything other than patriotism, 
experience?  Any others? 
 
MIKE:  It seems like he’s not afraid to speak his mind.  He’s not afraid to . . . against the 
Republican Party.  I don’t think he’s afraid to do something. 
 
PALOMA:  Unchanging, he’s changed . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What words do you have about him as President, Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  Well, I think all those qualities people mentioned, I think, can also be the 
negative.  His patriotism, so he doesn’t want to pull out of Iraq because it has to be 
some, I mean, it’s because he holds views opposite to me, all those qualities are 
actually negatives.   
 
MODERATOR:  Those are negatives to you?  Okay.  All right.  And Alex, how about 
you, what are some of the things that you fear that are negatives, things that you would 
worry . . . 
 
ALEX:  I’m worrying about continuing the war in Iraq, and just, you know, it seems like 
an endless war where it’s like I’m very proud to be an American.  But what makes us 
think that we can police the world?  The world is not going to be like us here, you know?  
It’s never going to be.  The whole world could be Muslim, and it’s still going to be at 
work, for example.  Because then you’re going to have the Sunni Muslims, and then 
you’re going to have the Shiite Muslims.  If the whole world is Muslim, it’s still going to 
be at war. 
 
MODERATOR:  What don’t you know about McCain that you wish you could know 
about McCain, Adrian? 
 
ADRIAN:  I think I’d like to know what his plans are in, I mean, he’s got a lot of 
experience in foreign policy and a lot of the things that he’s experienced in his own 
personal life.  But I want to know what his interest is in me. 
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I’m the low, you know, in terms of the political realm, I don’t put my finger in it a 
whole lot, but I, you know, I don’t get my family values from politicians.  I don’t believe in 
that.  But I want to know what his if, you know, I don’t have any, currently, I don’t have 
any children.  If I were to have children in the future, what are they?  What can we 
expect for them from his policies that he wants to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So if he’s interested in you then as a person and as a family, as a 
future father, as a, okay? 
 
ADRIAN:  Yes.  That’s what I would like to know.  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Maria, how about you? 
 
MARIA:  Well, I think it’s interesting because I’m concerned about what’s going to 
happen to, and I think it’s McCain that will address this issue, to Social Security and all 
the other failsafe policies we supposedly started to help us get through retirement and 
everything else.   
 
MODERATOR:  So what do you want to know, though, that you don’t know about, 
something that you wish you could know about him? 
 
MARIA:  Well, if I could go back to the scenario that they were our neighbors, I would 
be curious to find out which ones were the recyclers?  Which ones care about the 
environment, and which ones would be out there, you know, recycling their cans and 
their bottles and doing compost heaps and caring about the entire earth?  Because the 
truth is, it’s not just America.  It’s the whole world that we need. 

And one thing that doesn’t happen is once you leave this country, and you see 
what it’s about, I voted for Bush in the last presidential election.  And the reason was 
because I thought that we needed to have a united front against any other country.  
That’s very important, I think.   
 
MODERATOR:  How about, let’s see, Duane, how about you?  What do you think if 
McCain were President? 
 
DUANE:  Again, I’m going back to the war.  I mean, we need an exit strategy out of 
there.  How can we address these other subjects while are sons and daughters are 
dying over there?  And you look in the military right now.  Most of the military has brown 
skin. 

It’s until, I’m sorry.  This might sound bad.  Until we get a draft going, you know, 
get out of there, when we start acting like a country at war, because right now you walk 
on down the street, and unless you hear a little blurb on how many soldiers died today, 
that’s all you hear.   
 
MODERATOR:  But so going back to McCain though, I mean, is . . . 
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DUANE:  I want to hear his exit strategy. 
 
MODERATOR:  You want to hear an exit strategy? 
 
DUANE:  How are we going to get out of there.  How are we going to keep some, who’s 
of draft age, from dying over there and going back two and three times, rolling the dice 
two and three times? 
 
MODERATOR:  Carlos, what do you want to know?  What do you want? 
 
CARLOS:  Well, actually, it was kind of the same thing.  But an extension of that is how 
do we handle another crisis that is similar? 
 
MODERATOR:  Is that what you want to know, how McCain would handle? 
 
CARLOS:  Yeah.  Not . . . McCain, but Obama as well.  Like we’re so depleted with 
resources in Iraq, at least from what I read . . . 
 
DUANE:  Not only Iraq.  We have Afghanistan.  We have, you know, Iran’s flaring up.  I 
mean, how long can you be the world’s policemen?  But we start to acting like a country 
at war.  We need to sit there, and devote ways of stopping the war, not just ways of just 
talking about ending it.  We need to devote resources to actually . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Paloma, how about you? 
 
PALOMA:  I want to know how he is really going to implement bringing in new kinds of 
energy supplies to our country.  Offshore drilling, you know, he talks about nuclear 
power, and how can we really implement that if it’s going to take us 30 years to build the 
nuclear plants we’re going to need? 

And how are we going to implement the new power grid?  And, you know, how 
are we going to implement any changes on implements and how are we going to create 
more jobs to be able to build the cars that, you know, are more fuel-efficient?  Because I 
do want a planet that’s going to be, you know, there for my kids to live in. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Let’s move on then to Obama here and, basically, the same 
type of question here.  What are the best qualities that you feel Obama would bring to 
the presidency, you know, the kind of issues that would make him a good President?  
Let’s see.  Mike? 
 
MIKE:  I honestly can’t think of any.  He’s just so inexperienced.  I just don’t think 
there’s any qualities that he brings to the table.  I think he’ll sell us out as far as military.  
I mean, our military, America has to have a strong military, period.   
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MODERATOR:  How about none? 
 
PATRICIA:  . . . to be back in here to be able to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  John and Gloria, how about you?  Where are you on that? 
 
JOHN:  I tell you, we were just round tabling here about McCain and getting this what’s 
he going to do, what’s he going to do, what?  All of this.  But I have to reiterate what 
Mike just said.  We have got so many different warfronts, and get us out of Iraq.  Get us 
out of Iraq.  We have got a real big problem over there.   
 
MODERATOR:  So you’re in agreement then with?  Gloria, do you have anything 
different, or are you pretty much the same? 
 
JOHN:  And if Obama gets in there, I think we’re going to have a real problem in the 
world if we . . . 
 
CARLOS:  Especially if Pelosi . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Alex, how about you? 
 
ALEX:  I was always like undecided, and I’m leaning more towards Obama because I 
don’t want to take the chance of continuing, you know, what Bush.  Because I know that 
McCain doesn’t have a plan to exit Iraq.  Yeah.  He doesn’t have a plan to exit.  And 
that’s one of my main concerns, you know, the war in Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Patricia or Pamela, go ahead. 
 
PAMELA:  When I think of McCain and the war, I think just of the Republican Party.  
They’re just so focused on we want to say we won, that whole winning thing.  It’s like 
what did we win?  What are we going to win, after all these lives are, you know . . . from 
Iraq’s side of it, you know, the lives that have been destroyed in Iraq, not just in the 
U.S., but Iraq.  And nobody emphasis the many lives that were lost in Iraq.  You know, 
we have 4,000 here, but how many thousands . . . there? 
 
MODERATOR:  So going back to Obama then is there, I mean, other than? 
 
PAMELA:  He excites me, and not, you know . . . for, but he excites me to want to 
volunteer, to want to do something, to be a part of it.  I mean, this is probably the first 
election that I’ve donated, I’ve been a part of.  I went to the caucus.  I was . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many of you are in agreement with or can relate to what Pamela 
is saying, he excites me?  One, two, three.  Tell me just a little bit more about that, 
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Patricia, and then Carlos.  When you say he excites me, what does that mean to you?  
He excites you how, and what is about him that excites you? 
 
PATRICIA:  Well, what excites me about him is that he does have a different vision for 
where we should be going in terms of healthcare and the war and other main issues.  
So the way I operationalize that excitement is I, too, have been thinking about calling up 
the local office and getting the yard signs, which I always do, but then . . . getting them 
and seeing if the kids and I can do door-to-door, so actually going out and talking to 
people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  All right.  Maria, how about you? 
 
MARIA:  Well, I think it’s, you know, I, for instance, I was at a bar recently.  And I hear 
people complaining and saying, well, I would never do this, or I would never do that.  
And I say are you registered to vote?  Because most of us think we have no power or 
people can’t change anything. 

And I know my mother and my brother didn’t register and didn’t vote in the last 
election.  And I say why?  They said they don’t care.  People don’t care about those 
single votes.  I think that’s not true.  And I say, say something if you want to say it, but 
be registered to vote.   
 
MODERATOR:  So you say you’re excited then because you feel like you . . . 
 
MARIA:  Well, I think it made a difference over the last couple of elections or more in 
Florida, etc.  The fact that people has to recount votes, that means that people cared 
enough to vote.  So if there’s enough excitement that people care enough to vote, I 
don’t care which way the vote goes.  I just want it to be there.  Because I don’t think you 
have a right to complain unless you vote.  So none of us have a right to say or do 
anything unless we’re registered to vote, we’re legal residents, and we’re taking part in 
initiating the change.  You’re part of the change.   
 
MODERATOR:  How about you, Carlos? 
 
CARLOS:  Well, I agree with what Maria said.  I mean, this is the first time in a long 
time where I’ve actually gone off and researched . . . to decide who I’m going to vote for, 
rather than . . . commercials, that sort of thing . . . inspires me to do that.  But what I was 
going to also say is I like the fact that he, for example, he chose Biden as his VP.  You 
know, McCain immediately came out with that ad with Biden’s name that he wasn’t 
prepared saying that Obama wasn’t prepared to lead.  To me, that says something that 
Obama can choose someone who doesn’t think he’s ready to lead.  Like he’s open 
to . . .  
 
PATRICIA:  Challenge. 
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CARLOS:  . . . agreeing with people who don’t necessarily agree with him and 
surrounding himself with the right people.  To me that says a lot.  He could have easily 
said, you know, Biden said I’m not ready.  He’s not even on the list.  But he, you know, 
the fact that he did that, to me, that means a lot to me.   
 
MODERATOR:  . . . how about you? 
 
JOHN:  I agree . . . I think he realized his weaknesses and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me hear from Adrian and then Duane.  Go ahead. 
 
ADRIAN:  I think the most exciting thing about this whole thing is that, in my lifetime, I 
actually get to see a black person . . . 
 
MIKE:  What’s the big deal?  What’s the big deal?   
 
MODERATOR:  Wait a minute, Mike.  Go ahead.  Keep going, Adrian. 
 
ADRIAN:  What’s the big deal?  The big deal is that in our country, we’ve never seen 
that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So that’s a . . . 
 
MIKE:  I’ve never seen a dinosaur. 
 
MODERATOR:  So the fact that he would be a black President then and that’s, is that?  
 
ADRIAN:  Just that I got to see it in my lifetime. 
 
MODERATOR:  So is it making history then or? 
 
PATRICIA:  Of course. 
 
ADRIAN:  . . . Thursday, you’re going to watch an historic event. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Duane, how about you? 
 
DUANE:  Well, I like what Carlos was saying where Obama actually realized that 
maybe his foreign policy wasn’t as strong as we need to run this country, so he chose 
somebody with some foreign policy experience who always doesn’t agree with him and 
will challenge him on this.  And I think that we need a challenge in our lives to make us, 
you know, better people.  And if I need a weakness, you know, I need somebody who is 
pushing me.  This is what you’ve got to work on, and this is what we need to do, you 
know? 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask you this.  Go ahead. 
 
GLORIA:  I just wanted to add to what Adrian was saying about, you know, just an 
African-American running, but not just an African-American running, but that he was 
able to gather the backing because that’s the bigger thing, playing the political game 
more so than just being African-American. 

Because there have been African-American candidates, like Jesse Jackson or 
whatever.  But I think what he brings to the table is he transcends just being black and 
has more of, I mean, somebody’s backing this.  He wouldn’t have gotten as far as he 
did. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s gone further than any other black politician who has run for?  
Okay.  And that says what? 
 
GLORIA:  That says a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  That says a lot to you. 
 
GLORIA:  There’s a lot of money behind that that we don’t know about. 
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  There sure is.   
 
MODERATOR:  What is your biggest concern?  This is what I want to know.  Let me 
start with you, Paloma.  What is your biggest concern about having an African-American 
President?   
 
PALOMA:  My biggest concern is do you mean something bad about it?   
 
MODERATOR:  No.  Just your, well, yeah.  Yeah.  Just your biggest. 
 
PALOMA:  Well, I just think that, you know, we all have different opinions.  We all come 
from a different place.  And, yes, we’ve always been governed by, you know, older, 
white people.  And so there’s a disconnect.  It’s just like electing somebody who is poor 
like me or who had to clean restrooms, like me, you know, to get to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  So there’s no concern then? 
 
PALOMA:  There’s no concern.  I think that he can grow in the job.  And he’s not alone.  
I mean, whenever we vote for a new President, it doesn’t mean we’re voting for just one 
person.  You know, we have a whole group of people that are educated and that have 
worked their whole lives to get to that point. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Let me see.  Alex, go ahead.  Yes. 
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ALEX:  I, actually, don’t even see him.  I mean, I look beyond the race thing.  Number 
one, his father was just a donor.  He wasn’t even raised by his father.  He was raised by 
his mother, who was white.  So if Barack Obama was blind, you probably wouldn’t even 
know that he was black, you know? 

And then what I would be concerned about, honestly, remember when Rodney 
King got beat up and all those riots in L.A.?  I would be concerned about a black 
President being assassinated because there’s still a lot of ignorant people in the United 
States.  And then having the riots in L.A. all over the United States, that’s what I was 
concerned about.  
 
PAMELA:  What I’m concerned about is the Arian nation and the people that believe 
that they are, whatever, better than us.  So my concern is if I elected an Obama, how 
long would he last before there was an assassination attempt, before one of these 
radicals would come up and try to unite against that because they’re there all the time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Go ahead, Mike. 
 
MIKE:  My concern is that because he is black, and if he is President, it seems like 
every time there is something that is said about him, not necessarily, you know, to 
damage him, but any time he’s criticized, it seems like he plays this poor little 
I’m-the-black-President card.  And if he’s going to be President, he needs to put his 
blackness behind him, and so does America.  We can’t look at, we can’t.  We need to 
totally take the blackness off of . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Whoa.  Whoa.  Wait. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MODERATOR:  I want to ask you this, all right?  How about the issue, you know, 
between, I mean, for the Latino community, the fact that there is that let’s say that 
Obama was elected?  Talk to me a little bit about that, Adrian.  You know, is there any 
kind of a?  What are your perceptions about having, you know, in thinking about the 
Latino community, and we’ve got an African-American President, is there harmony?  Is 
there tension?  Is it a good thing?  Is it not?   
 
ADRIAN:  If you live in this country, and you’re Latino, it depends on what kind of Latino 
you are. 
 
PALOMA:  There you go. 
 
PATRICIA:  He’s right.  He’s right.   
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[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
ADRIAN:  If you’re first-generation Latino like she is, your views are very different than 
this gentleman, who has been assimilated into a Latino-Americano, whatever.  But 
you’re going to have a mixed bag.  Where I come from, unfortunately, 
African-Americans are not looked on as part of a class system.  In Mexico, you don’t 
see that as a prevalent . . . like you see here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Duane, let me here from you. 
 
DUANE:  You’re going to be damned if you do, damned if you don’t.  I mean, if he sits 
there, and he makes policy changes that don’t agree with the Latino or the black 
community, he’s going to be called an Oreo, you know?  If there was an Hispanic in 
there, he’d be called a coconut, you know? 

But on the other hand, if he makes a decision that’s going to benefit the 
community, you’re going to have that rebound.  Oh, see, he’s looking after his own, you 
know?  So it’s going to be damned if you do, damned if you don’t.   
 
MARIA:  You know what?  I feel like nobody has ever played the game Risk in this 
room.  You know what?  Because the truth of it is, as a President, you’re not going to 
choose for a group.  I mean, that is what we fight for, so we don’t have too many 
special-interest groups.  You’re going to vote for as a nation.  And if you leave this 
country, and you understand what it is to not even have a restroom or a clean glass of 
water, then you will understand how important it is to have a unified front. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion]  
 
MARIA:  . . . not just one . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Vaneshka, let me hear, what are your thoughts here? 
 
VANESHKA:  . . . it’s interesting.  I mean, I see that his background, I’ve been to both 
campaign sites, and I see what both say they’re looking for, what they say they want to 
do, what their course of action is going to be.  It’s one thing to say it and to see it in 
writing from their words or the editors that write them, and it’s another thing to actually 
see them in action or how much prevention they can actually make before they can say 
no, no, no. 

What I do see with Obama is that from his background, in a minority, black, you 
know, blah, blah, blah, everything, but I can relate to that because I’m not rich, and I’m a 
woman, and I’m a Latina.  And my mom forced me to learn English, even though I didn’t 
want to, but she forced it so that I can have a better life.  And, thereby, by the time I can 
. . . speak I cannot just look at it and say, oh, well, she’s nothing. 
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I mean, it was really hard for me to get where I am now as a profession, as a 
chemist, because I’m a woman Latina, and that’s kind of unheard of.  You just stay 
home and have babies and whatever.  So once you go through all the boundaries, and I 
can kind of see a little bit of how he went through some boundaries by the time he met, 
you know, his current wife and everything, in that respect, I can relate . . . for just that 
kind of portion of it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.  Let’s move on.  And if we have some time, 
we’ll . . . 
 
JOHN:  A comment, if I may. 
 
MODERATOR:  Pardon me? 
 
JOHN:  I hate it when somebody uses their race or their origin or whatever to get 
ahead, i.e., because I’m Hispanic or because I’m black I should get better benefits, or I 
should get special treatment.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s fair.  That’s fair.  Let’s move on. 
 
VANESHKA:  Especially as women, making, you know, less than what men think . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Here’s what I want to do, guys.  A great conversation, I wish we could 
keep going with that.  So talk a little bit about some of the differences here.  And if you 
had a, let’s say you had a magic wand, okay?  And if there would be one specific 
accomplishment on an issue by the Congress and the next President that you would like 
to see, how would you use that magic wand in order to see that one specific issue that’s 
really near and dear to you?  You know, what would that be? 
 
CARLOS:  Mine would be stop public funding of all abortions.  If people want to have 
abortions, let them pay for it themselves . . . government . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  so this would be for the next administration . . . the Congress?  All 
right.  Let me see.  Patricia, what would you? 
 
PATRICIA:  For me it would be universal healthcare, and I did not say socialized 
medicine but, actually, universal healthcare, so that healthcare is a right and not a 
luxury in this country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
PAMELA:  I agree with that.   
 
JOHN:  Fix Social Security. 
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MODERATOR:  Fix Social Security?  Okay.  Carlos? 
 
CARLOS:  Healthcare.  
 
GLORIA:  How about the right to, you know, good retirement for those who are still 20 
or 30 years away from that.  You know, is there going to be anything for us?   
 
MODERATOR:  So Social Security, healthcare, abortion, anything else?  Any others 
that?  Yes, Adrian.  
 
ADRIAN:  Education. 
 
MODERATOR:  Education.  When you say, okay.  All right.  So those are the kinds of 
things, that’s what you would like to see changed, if you could wave the magic wand?  
Anything else? 
 
JOHN:  Taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  What about them, just lower them? 
 
JOHN:  Lower taxes . . . yeah. 
 
MARIA:  Well then . . . process so that everybody doesn’t qualify.  If people, the kids 
that, this is an example.  If I go to school and write out a check for my lunch, the kids 
say what are you doing?  All their lunches are paid for, and they have no concept of 
paying for their food. 
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  That’s right.  It’s a giveaway program.   
 
MARIA:  That’s wrong. 
 
MODERATOR:  So thinking about that then imagine that you were Rip Van Winkle, 
okay, and that you fell asleep and woke up four years from now, okay?  If that were the 
case, how would you know, when you woke up, how would you know who the President 
was? 

So you fell asleep now, right?  And so the election happened.  What would be 
some of the clues that would tell you, oh, McCain’s in office, or Obama’s in office.  What 
are some of the things that would, you know, what are some of the clues that you 
would?  Gloria, let me hear from you. 
 
GLORIA:  I would say McCain’s in office, and we’re out of the war.  I really do believe 
he wants to get out of there, but he wants to still protect our country from terrorism. 
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MODERATOR:  So how would it be different?  So if we were out of the war, you’d think 
McCain was in office then?  Is that what you’re saying? 
 
GLORIA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah? 
 
GLORIA:  Right.  Okay.  
 
PALOMA:  Interesting.  I would have thought the opposite. 
 
PATRICIA:  I would have thought the opposite too.   
 
VANESHKA:  Yeah because he doesn’t want to get out of the war. 
 
MARIA:  Oh, I think he does. 
 
MODERATOR:  Alex, let me hear from you.  What would be the clues that if were 
Obama these things would be in place, if it were McCain, these particular things would 
be in place? 
 
ALEX:  To be honest with you, I don’t know.   
 
MODERATOR:  You don’t know?  Okay.  All right.  How about Adrian? 
 
ADRIAN:  How would I find out who is in office? 
 
MODERATOR:  You woke up and started looking around, read the paper, talked to 
people.  What are some of the clues that would tell you, okay, well, it looks like McCain 
got it, or it looks like? 
 
ADRIAN:  Gas prices.  I’d probably wake up, and if it’s at $6, I’d probably say Obama’s 
in office. 
 
MODERATOR:  Really?  How come? 
 
ADRIAN:  Oh, you know, I think what any politician is going to implement right now we 
won’t see until four years from now.  It doesn’t take, it doesn’t happen two weeks after 
they start their job, so. 
 
JOHN:  They won’t allow offshore drilling.  They won’t allow drilling in Alaska. 
 
ADRIAN:  So that’s probably one of the reasons . . . 
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MODERATOR:  So that would be Obama in office then? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  How about you, Maria? 
 
MARIA:  Well, that’s an interesting question because I actually left the country for 
several months and said what war in Iraq?  The truth is, we don’t get the whole picture 
with the BBC or . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What would be some of the clues though?  That’s what I want to know.  
What would be some of the clues, if McCain were in office? 
 
MARIA:  Well . . . amongst the people about who the President is, I would think that it 
would be Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  If what now? 
 
MARIA:  If people are not in agreement or don’t like what is happening, then I think that 
Obama will be in power.  Because I don’t think that they’re united.  They think they’re 
united now, but I think that. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you think people will become more divided if Obama, if it were 
Obama in office? 
 
MARIA:  Yes.  Because I think he’s going to have to make some choices that other 
people aren’t going to like, the people that elected him aren’t going to like.  So I wonder 
about that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
DUANE:  We’re breaking the glass ceiling right here, if we’re going to elect a black 
President.  Again, I go back to the damned if you do, damned if you don’t.  I mean, four 
years from now, if I wake up and I see, you know, partisan politics, here we go again, 
you know, or the race issue of he’s a black President, or he has Hussein for his middle 
name, you know, I kind of see, four years down the road, if we have Obama in there, we 
could totally be in chaos. 
 
MODERATOR:  We could totally be in chaos because? 
 
DUANE:  Because, okay, if he tries to institute this foreign policy, it’s because he’s 
black.  If he tries to institute this think with taxes, it’s because, you know, he’s Democrat.  
If he does this, I mean, we’re breaking the glass ceiling right here, and I don’t think that 
America’s ready for that glass ceiling to be broken until we have more people of color in 
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power and other types of government, not just the presidency.  I mean in the Senate, in 
the Congress, you know, local government. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anyone else have a different opinion, a different opinion about 
what would be happening, what some of the clues would be, if Obama were in office, 
other than what Duane is saying . . . yes, Patricia? 
 
PATRICIA:  Well, I would hope that we’d have less uninsured people in the country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is that what you think you’d see if Obama were in office? 
 
PATRICIA:  Yes.  I don’t think we’d have an overhaul of the healthcare system, but at 
least some . . . programs might be expanded to cover, you know, at least a portion of 
the 40 million that are uninsured. 
 
MARIA:  Except that Clinton proposed that, and other people proposed that before. 
 
PAMELA:  That’s a major overhaul . . . we won’t get an overhaul.  We’ll just get 
expansion. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else that now if McCain, what would be some of the clues if 
McCain were in office? 
 
PATRICIA:  More uninsured. 
 
MODERATOR:  More uninsured? 
 
PATRICIA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Mike, how about you?  What would you, if McCain were in 
office? 
 
MIKE:  Well, I think we’d definitely be out of the war.  And I think there would be less 
government, less government intrusion through entitlement. 
 
PAMELA:  How can you say that?  Less government?  We are government. 
 
MIKE:  No.  Less government as far as government has exploded.  The reason we’re in 
debt is because . . . 
 
PAMELA:  . . .  
 
MIKE:  . . . 
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PAMELA:  But I have a . . . 
 
PALOMA:  I have a question about the social circles too because it seems like the 
people here that are for McCain emphasize the free giveaways, the social programs, 
when we’ve spent so much more on the war and other things.  I mean, I think the 
amounts are so far off. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you’re saying it’s completely? 
 
PALOMA:  It’s completely.  I mean, I think the Republicans have always emphasized 
social programs, the Democrats giveaway, giveaway.  But they’ve had eight years to fix 
that.  They haven’t.  They don’t want to.   
 
MIKE:  It got interrupted by a war. 
 
PAMELA:  The war is far more costly than . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MARIA:  I think if you woke up four years from now and Mexico was part of the U.S., 
and then Obama was . . . Mexico is . . . McCain. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MARIA:  It should be part of the revolution. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Now hold on just a minute . . . move on, okay? 
 
ALEX:  No.  I’m just thinking that as much as some people want it, we’re not going to 
have a black President anytime soon, so don’t even worry about it. 
 
PAMELA:  If you have anything to say about it?  I’m going to . . . I’m going to go 
campaigning door to door. 
 
ALEX:  Hey, I’m going to vote for him, but I don’t see it happening. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You don’t see it happening? 
 
PAMELA:  Have a little faith.  
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MODERATOR:  All right.  I want to . . . here’s what I want to do, guys.  Here are all 
these.  Everybody can read and see these?  I know you can read them, but I have to 
make sure you can see them.  All right. 
 
JOHN:  . . . [speaking foreign language]. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  So we have, here are, obviously, some . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  I don’t want to run way over on time, and these people, you’ve done a 
fabulous job.  I have got to tell you. 
 
JOHN:  Oh, that means we’re released and can go now? 
 
MODERATOR:  No . . . release.  We’re going to keep you until the election.  I’ve got 
take a picture because I want to get this for Annenberg.  So we’ll take a couple of 
different things.  Yeah.  Can I just ask a couple quick things while they’re taking a 
picture?  Why don’t you do take it from this side? 
 
PHOTOGRAPHER:  I was going to do one from both sides. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Great.  Okay.  So you don’t miss Adrian, he’s a heck of a 
good-looking guy.  Let me just quickly pick up on a couple things.  Alex, you just said 
we’re not going to have a black elected as President.  Okay.  And the reason you think 
that or know that is?   
 
ALEX:  Because there’s too many close-minded people here in the United States that 
are just going to put that as an issue.  They’re just going to be so close-minded that 
they’re going to say, no, I’m not going to have black person as a President.  And, you 
know, maybe you don’t see that here in Colorado, but I’ve been to Tennessee.  I’ve 
been all over Georgia. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with that point of view, we’re not going to have a?  
And why do you think that, Paloma? 
 
PALOMA:  Oh, exact same . . . you know, we are so very close-minded. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Vaneshka? 
 
VANESHKA:  Same thing, I think that the United States is not ready for a black 
President. 
 
MODERATOR:  And how do you know they’re not ready? 
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VANESHKA:  Well, you look at us now and we’re a minority, although we are going out 
from minority because there are so many of us in the state.  Just by looking at the state, 
any place you go here, and in Colorado not so much, but in other states, we’re just 
discriminated because we’re Latino. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And you feel that, Duane? 
 
DUANE:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  That we can’t elect a black President in this year? 
 
DUANE:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think the Latino community will get behind having a black 
President, or do you think the Latino community will have difficulty if Barack Obama 
were to become President? 
 
DUANE:  What Adrian said, it depends what Latinos you ask.  It depends on which. 
 
PAMELA:  Generation you’re from. 
 
PALOMA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
DUANE:  I think a whole lot of the Latinos desire change, and by breaking the glass 
ceiling, by having a black President, trying to help that change along.  So I kind of think 
maybe, on the other hand, too, a lot of Latinos will vote just to get change going 
because they realize that change needs to happen. 
 
PAMELA:  Make room for an Hispanic candidate too. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many think that you’ll see an Hispanic candidate within the next, 
let’s say, 15 years . . . and . . . if there will be an Hispanic President . . . Patricia, Maria, 
Duane, Adrian, Alex, Carlos, and Mike, you all do, and the rest of you don’t.  Let me ask 
you one other thing, and I apologize for just jumping in, but I wanted to make sure that 
we get everyone out of here. 
 And that is, if I could have you address Barack Obama and say one thing that 
you would like to say to him, it can either be a piece of advice that you’d like to give him 
or something that you think he needs to address before the election. 

And I know different people are in favor, and different people are opposed, but I 
would be very interested in just getting one piece of advice or one thing that he needs to 
address.  And I’m going to start, if I can, with Duane.  Then I’m going to go clockwise.  



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

HISPANICS 

DENVER, COLORADO, AUGUST 25, 2008, 8:00 A.M. 

PAGE 58 

 

Just, very quickly, here’s the one thing I, piece of advice or one thing he needs to 
address.   
 
DUANE:  Stop our sons and daughters from dying. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But okay.  And the piece of advice that you would give him, 
because we know what your issue is, but what piece of advice, directly to Barack 
Obama, would you give him?  Because he’s come out, and he’s made his position clear 
on the war, etc.  But the piece of advice you’d give him would be? 
 
DUANE:  Spend the money to get out of there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Adrian, a piece of advice you want to give Barack Obama? 
 
ADRIAN:  I think he should stick to his policies, not deviate from his plan, and I think 
everything should be fine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Alex? 
 
ALEX:  I would say put all that schooling that he has to good use.  Show us how smart 
you are, and like, for example, don’t raise taxes, but what you have to work with, spend 
it wisely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carlos, one piece of advice? 
 
CARLOS:  Be honest with people.  I think people think politicians are just liars. 
 
MODERATOR:  Is he honest?  Does he seem like he’s honest? 
 
CARLOS:  He seems like it. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree he seems like he’s honest?  I get most hands up on 
that.  Mike, one piece of advice for Barack Obama.  He may not be your choice, either a 
suggestion or a piece of advice. 
 
MIKE:  Well, I think he needs to, if he becomes President, he really needs to work hard 
to work with his republican colleagues for the benefit of America and not partisan 
politics. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Do you think he would bring the nation together? 
 
MIKE:  No, Sir. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Paloma? 
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PALOMA:  I do think that he should stick to his policies and set an example, you know?  
Certainly, now were going through a lot of drama, you know, trying to elect our 
President.  But once we’re in a position to show everybody what he can do, you know, 
sit down and actually have a rational conversation . . . talk to everybody, you know, 
Republicans, counterparts, and come up with solutions for all of our problems. 
 
MODERATOR:  You know, you talk eloquently about . . . where you come from, etc.  
Do you feel that he understands the average person?  Do you think he relates and 
understands?   
 
PALOMA:  Yeah.  He was raised by a single mom, you know.  He knows our struggles, 
and he knows a lot of things, what it is to make yourself, set up a better future for your 
kids.  Sure, by now they have, you know, million-dollar homes, but it’s all been through 
their own work. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Vaneshka, a piece of advice or suggestion? 
 
VANESHKA:  I would say he’s a very extremely intelligent man, and he has come a 
long way from where he started to where he is now.  And I think that he just needs to 
surround himself with people that are experienced in the areas that he might be lacking 
experienced, so that he gets a feel of what . . . can do better, within his policies, and 
stick to them, and do them. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Patricia, short? 
 
PATRICIA:  As soon as he’s in office, immediately allow Medicare to negotiate with 
pharmaceutical companies. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
PATRICIA:  And close the Medicare Part D doughnut hole. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s your issue.  I understand that.  But your piece of advice 
to him as a person, as an individual, does he have anything that you feel he needs to 
suggest or connect on? 
 
PATRICIA:  That hasn’t been said?  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Pamela? 
 
PAMELA:  Yes.  I think he needs to connect more with the Latino community and just 
kind of get those rumors that he’s just going to do for the African-American community 
and that he’s Muslim.  I mean, those things are still out there, unfortunately. 
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MODERATOR:  How many worry that he will do for the African-American community, 
and ignore the Latino or the Hispanic community?  Does anybody worry about that? 
 
PAMELA:  I don’t, but that’s what’s been out.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  Maria, the one thing I could not figure out . . . is in the 
whole period of time we talked, who are you going to vote for?   
 
MARIA:  You know what?  I’m undecided. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I’m undecided because, in one sentence. 
 
MARIA:  Because I’m interested in his family values and his religious values.  Most of 
us are united in one religion, usually.  And I think, you know, that definition is really 
important to me.  The issues of gay marriages and all of these things, I’m not sure it’s 
correct for me. 
 
MODERATOR:  So right now you’re not sure? 
 
MARIA:  On the one hand, my own, personal views should not be the issue.  The issue 
should be what’s best for the country.  For instance, I’m pro-life.  But I’m against 
changing the laws for women. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And what would get you to vote for Barack Obama?  You said 
I’m worried about his values, etc.  What’s the one thing that would tilt in his favor, or is 
there anything that tilts in his favor? 
 
MARIA:  Well, I’m not sure, as a President, he would choose his own values.  That’s my 
point.   
 
MODERATOR:  But what would tilt in his favor, one sentence? 
 
MARIA:  If he would be against I can’t remember what it’s called, research for having 
stem cells.   
 
MODERATOR:  If he came out against stem cells, that would tilt you toward him? 
 
MARIA:  Well, see, they don’t even want to talk about those issues very much. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Gloria, you may be voting for Barack Obama, I mean, for John 
McCain, but the one thing you would say to Barack Obama, a suggestion or insight? 
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GLORIA:  I would tell him to or ask him to please spend our tax dollars wisely, and not 
be influenced by partisan politics, major corporations, Oprah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Good.  John? 
 
JOHN:  Yeah.  Also on the tax issues to try and get our taxes down, especially for the 
middle-class people, and also to get our people out of Iraq in a timely fashion.  Don’t 
listen to the politicians or the media, but don’t get us in another quagmire like we did in 
Vietnam and forget about the people.  Do it in a timely fashion so that we don’t forget 
the people over there. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m with you.  I hear you.  One final question, and that is, the thing that 
most that I didn’t hear, that I thought I would hear sometime during this discussion, I 
didn’t get a sense of Barack Obama’s personality.  What is he really like?  I mean, if we 
had talked about Donald Trump, in three minutes I would have had a real sense of his 
personalities and how you saw it. 
 I saw a lot of sort of what I say detachment.  I didn’t get a sense of his 
personality.  What would he be like, if you had an evening, what do you think he’s like, 
just as a person?   
 
DUANE:  I think it was said earlier a chameleon.  It depends on the situation and where 
he’s at. 
 
MODERATOR:  So you don’t think that he has some fundamental core values? 
 
PAMELA:  Well, yes, he does.   
 
PALOMA:  Oh, yeah. 
 
DUANE:  I’m sure he does.  But right now he’s trying to win an election, so we’re seeing 
the chameleon. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
DUANE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  But what do you think he’s like as a person, I mean, just, you know, if 
we wanted to know about Adrian as a person, we’d all make guesses of what it would 
be like to spend a weekend, etc.  Give me any sense of Barack Obama as a person, 
Paloma. 
 
PALOMA:  You know . . . he does try to . . . person, and I don’t see him as much as a 
media clown like all the people do.  You know, there is a game to be played out there.  
You know, it’s election time . . . I do think that, you know, he will . . . to this. 
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MODERATOR:  Vaneshka, what’s he like as a person? 
 
VANESHKA:  I think that, I mean, right now he has a job to do.   
 
MODERATOR:  But as a person? 
 
VANESHKA:  But if you take him away from that, let’s say a Sunday supper, you know, 
or anything, I think he would be a wonderful person to talk about, whether the football 
game or beer and cheese, if he likes that.  But I think he would be easy to talk to, if you 
take him away from . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Carlos, what’s he like as a person? 
 
CARLOS:  I think he would be, you know, if my wife and I spent Sunday at their house 
with the kids, it would be fun to play some basketball with him.  I know he plays 
basketball . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Any . . . 
 
CARLOS:  I think he’d be a caring guy too.  He would care.  If I had a problem at work 
or something, he’d listen. 
 
MODERATOR:  What would he be like as a person? 
 
PATRICIA:  Compassionate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Compassionate?  Anybody else, as a person, just . . . 
 
PAMELA:  My impression is that he would be well read so he would be interesting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Right.  Anything else, as somebody you’d just hang out with? 
 
MARIA:  As a Latino, I’ve seen him on television dancing and stuff.  I wouldn’t have 
thought, every time I see him I think I can’t believe he’s doing that.  You know, when I 
saw Clinton Saturday Night Live, I was like, wow.  You know, these guys really want the 
vote of the normal people.  And it’s . . . he dances . . . show. 
 
MODERATOR:  One last, quick question on the way out, and that is you did mention 
during most of this anything about John McCain’s age.  Is his age a factor at all with 
anybody? 
 
JOHN:  I don’t think so. 
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MODERATOR:  Is his age a factor?  Hands up.  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven.  
Okay.  Most everybody are already Obama voters.  Maria, you said it’s a factor, and it’s 
a factor because? 
 
MARIA:  Well, I think it’s important that he choose the right people under him because I 
think Reagan proved that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  His age is a factor because?  Finish the sentence. 
 
MARIA:  Because he’s an older American, and he’s not going to be able to be there for 
very long without it affecting his health. 
 
MODERATOR:  Adrian, his age is a factor because? 
 
ADRIAN:  Because he’s disconnected to probably a guy like me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Age is a factor, Pamela because? 
 
PAMELA:  Because he’s disconnected to a person like me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Alex? 
 
ALEX:  Well, my dad’s younger than him, and he’s already been diagnosed with like 
early Alzheimer’s.  And this guy is already forgetting things. 
 
MIKE:  . . . question.  You always put it on the candidate’s side towards us.  But what 
about us towards the candidate, are we disconnected to his old age?  There might be a 
reverse prejudice there that it’s like, oh, he’s old.  I’m young.  Well, what is your 
philosophy in reaching out towards older people? 
 
MODERATOR:  And it’s a brilliant question we’ll be discussing two weeks from 
Wednesday at 4:00.  You guys have done a fabulous, fabulous job.  And I want to say, 
on behalf of the Annenberg Center for Public Policy, that this is exactly what we were 
looking for.  And what marvelous representatives, and how well you did.  But who 
brought us through all of this? 


