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MODERATOR:  . . . I want to go around the room.  If you can introduce yourself, give 
me your name, your first name’s fine.  Secondly, tell me what you do.  And the third 
thing is I’m kind of interested, is there someone in your lifetime who you particular 
admire in American politics, anybody in American politics that you particularly admire 
during your lifetime.  Well, start with Edward.  Welcome. 
 
ED:  My name’s Ed.  And I work in the meetings industry as a support staff, as a 
contractor as well.  And as far as someone in politics that I admire, I can’t . . . anyone off 
the top of my head, except maybe Robert Kennedy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
ALLIE:  I’m Allie.  And I work in Human Resources Consulting.  And I guess if there’s 
anyone I admire it would be Al Gore because of his environmental concerns and policy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great. 
 
CARISSA:  My name’s Carissa.  I do fundraising for an HIV and AIDS nonprofit 
organization.  And the person I admire would probably be Bill Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good. 
 
CHRIS:  My name is Chris.  I’m a credential end specialist with a health insurance 
company.  And I would say Al Gore is mine. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I’m Romayne . . . and I’m retired.  I do work as a school admissions officer 
and other things.  And I’ll tell my age, I would admire Roosevelt. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Would that be Teddy or Franklin . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  I grew up with Franklin. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
ROMAYNE:  . . . Presidents. 
 
ANDREW:  Andrew . . . if I was alive, I would admire Roosevelt too, but I own a small 
business, and that’s it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you . . . 
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ANDREW:  I own some small businesses, but I don’t really admire anybody, but I do 
admire Roosevelt.  I wasn’t alive, so that doesn’t count. 
 
LINDA:  My name is Linda . . . and I’m manager of Health and Safety Services of the 
American Red Cross in Philadelphia.  And I would have to say that she’s not a politician, 
but she, some people consider her the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  I’m sure I’m going to need to ask you to speak up a little 
because, otherwise, we probably won’t pick you up. 
 
LINDA:  Certainly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, great.  Hello, Ray. 
 
RAY:  Ray . . . I’m a bankruptcy attorney, primarily debtors.  And I’d like to take it on a 
more local level.  Ed Rendell, he had the most effect on my life personally as it does 
nationally. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
CHERYL:  My name is Cheryl.  I’m . . . industry.  And I would say Bill Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
VANETTA:  My name is Vanetta . . . I’m retired.  And I would say Bill Clinton and the 
Kennedy’s. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, great.  Let me start off, ask you to give me a word 
or phrase to describe how things are going in America.  Word or phrase, Linda, how are 
things going in America? 
 
LINDA:  Troubling. 
 
MODERATOR:  Troubling, good.  Allison? 
 
ALLIE:  Poorly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Edward? 
 
ED:  Terribly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Chris, Christopher? 
 
CHRIS:  Rocky. 
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MODERATOR:  Rocky.  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Disgraceful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  Shaky. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cheryl? 
 
CHERYL:  Chaos. 
 
MODERATOR:  Chaotic.  Ray? 
 
RAY:  Polarized. 
 
MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  Broke direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  It doesn’t sound like things are going all that well.  Carissa, do you 
have a different point of view? 
 
CARISSA:  It goes in the wrong direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  Wrong direction also. 
 
CARISSA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask you, over the last 10 to 15 years, think of something 
that’s changed in America that particular disturbs you or bothers.  I’m trying to broaden 
out from just saying here’s a specific issue that is the current most important issue, but 
to think of broader terms where you say, yeah, this something that’s changing in 
America, and I think it’s something that’s particularly troubling.  Have you got anything, 
Edward? 
 
ED:  I had said before in some of my notes, and I really think that the disparity between 
the working class, have-nots, and the haves is why it’s at such a great rate that that’s 
going to be the social issue we’re going to have to address down the road, we’re gonna 
have  to do something. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good, yeah.  Ray, what would you tell me, big issues, big changes in 
America that particularly concern you? 
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RAY:  You know, again, personally, I’m seeing what he’s seeing is the bankruptcy 
situations it’s paying my pockets, but it’s a terrible situation, and everybody’s sitting 
across from my desk on a daily basis, and it’s a never-ending strain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Never-ending, yeah.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  I just reread the speech that Jack Kennedy gave to the Baptist ministers in 
Houston about not being a Catholic President, and I was struck by how he had to 
distance himself from his religion, which as a separation of church and state in this 
country, I believe is terribly important.  And in the past 10 to 15 years, I believe that the 
rise of the religious right has been very dangerous in this country.  I think they wanted 
the opposite, and I think that if I were President, I would tax them because they have 
overstepped their tax-exempt status.  And they want to, they basically want to take over 
this country and make it into the opposite, and that is very, very frightening to me.  I’m 
all for religious freedom, but there should be a strict separation of church and state. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Cheryl, anything that’s particularly troubling to you over the last 
10 to 15 years? 
 
CHERYL:  I would say guns, why so many children are so able to . . . a gun from being 
able to get guns because it really is a bad situation now.  And kids are just killing each 
other, and they have no direction.  You know, as opposed to when I was growing up, 
you know, I grew up in the ‘80s, whatever, and things were a little more happier then.  It 
seems like everybody, now the kids now are just so in despair and angry about 
everything, and they take it on other people.  And, you know, with guns they’re able to 
get, you know, they’re killing, so. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  How about you, Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  I would say real estate taxes are kicking my butt. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay. 
 
VANETTA:  And they’re out of control. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  And, Carissa, anything broad over the last 10 to 15 years 
where you change a society that concerns you? 
 
CARISSA:  Well, not really in society, but the price of gasoline. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, that’s, yeah, a closer concern.  And let me ask a quick question.  
One of the things Linda talked about, going back and reading John F. Kennedy in terms 
of the speech that he made to the Baptist ministers in Houston, Kennedy also made a 
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very famous remark in his inaugural, which was, ask not what your country can do for 
you, but what you can do for your country.  If I were to just ask you, what would you do 
for your country?  What are you feeling right now where you say if you ask me, this is 
what I’m willing to do in order, you told me the conditions of the country, Romayne, how 
would you answer that? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I’ve always been involved in doing whatever I can in the political 
scene as a committee person, but I think it’s very hard now to feel like I don’t know if 
there’s anything I’m going to do because I just, the situation.  I agree with all the things 
that people have said that the disparity that the middle class is going, you can’t have a 
. . . without that.  And I’m in such despair over what’s happened over the last eight 
years, it’s very hard for me to think what I would do.  But I will certainly work as hard as I 
can to make this a better place to live. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Who else has something just specifically in relationship, what I 
want to do for my country? 
 
ANDREW:  How about just, I think that everybody should volunteer more, and that’s 
what I’m looking to do more.  I have volunteered for Big Brothers and Big Sisters in the 
past and now that I have my own family I to try to do other things.  But I think if 
everybody had taken more time away from the television set and actually got to do . . . 
versus go out and participate in their community, the communities themselves would be 
stronger, and a stronger community would be able to go against what many people 
consider the blocs of power a little bit better. 

Then I think, I mean, if you don’t mind me . . . think about the one thing you said 
that was changed so much over the last time is the press.  The free press has died and 
been cowered by the present administration.  And when you sit there and look at 
America, we had three branches of government and the press between nobody’s buying 
newspapers anymore, the segmentation of how news is presented to us. 

The Internet has grown and provided us more information, but it’s so segmented, 
people will only read or listen to what appeals to them and no one’s getting an overall 
view.  And because the press is dying in many ways, that has been one of the main 
causes that allows Bush to do what he did with the Iraq war.  No one is challenging his 
. . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Quickly, how many say I agree with Andy in terms of the press 
has died, and disappeared, and whatever?  And more hands go up, okay.  And just a 
really quick statement, Allie, what should the press be doing differently?  What’s your 
expectations? 
 
ALLIE:  I think that a lot of what the press does now is so sensationalistic.  And if they 
were focusing more on reporting the news without needing to having to generate sales, 
you know, by doing a sensationalistic story even. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Ray, anything you would add? 
 
RAY:  I mean, that’s where I agree, I mean, my difference, like not so much I don’t think 
this is the Administration, I think any Administration that would be in power now would 
have the same issue with the press because it’s lost its road.  I mean, it’s you go on the 
news, and you’re watching on Al Simpson or Jessica Simpson, as opposed to any 
actual real news. 

You can’t get four people around him and have a discussion.  You have four 
talking heads that scream at each in little sound bytes and platitudes, and so on.  I 
mean, there’s just, outside of maybe Tim Russert’s program, I don’t know if there’s new 
program that is worth . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Real quick, Romayne, because I want to move on. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I can’t think of his name because when it’s on at 11:00 o’clock, he’s the 
best newsperson. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Jon Stewart. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Thank you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Andrew, how about you, addressed your needs?  Good.  
Okay.  We’re onward and upward.  Craig, thank you very much for joining us.  You’re 
Craig, yes, Sir? 
 
CRAIG:  Yeah, it’s Craig with a C on it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, sorry.  Okay, great. 
 
CRAIG:  I apologize for being late . . . subway problems. 
 
MODERATOR:  No, no, no.  A couple quick things.  What do you do? 
 
CRAIG:  I’m a recruiter for a financial services firm. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great.  Second, this is there a person in your lifetime in the political 
world that you particularly admire, anybody that . . . 
 
CRAIG:  In the past? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, just in your lifetime. 
 
CRAIG:  . . . 
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MODERATOR:  What? 
 
CRAIG:  I’m very impressed by Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, Bill Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, great.  Let me move on.  Let me ask you for a word 
or phrase to describe the Bush Administration.  We’re going to move through this very, 
very quickly.  Carissa, word or phrase to describe the Bush Administration from your 
point of view? 
 
CARISSA:  Bad. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ed? 
 
ED:  Divisive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Divisive.  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  Deceitful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deceitful.  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Corrupt. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  Dreadful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cheryl? 
 
CHERYL:  Cheating. 
 
MODERATOR: Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  Careless. 
 
MODERATOR:  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  Ill-informed. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ray? 
 
RAY:  . . . because I have divisive. 
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MODERATOR:  A lot of people are negative, not surprisingly, and you are all 
Democratic voters.  I wouldn’t be surprised that you would be.  But of all the things that 
have happened during the Bush Administration, is there anything where you say this is 
a long-term disservice to the country, not, you know, you can say, boy, I didn’t like what 
he did this way or that decision, but something where you say 10, 15, 20 years from 
now, we’re still going to be paying for this decision?  Anything that people feel that’s a 
decision that was made . . . 
 
ANDREW:  Yeah, I’d say the war. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
LINDA:  I say war. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Does everybody say the war is the long-term major, so it’s not 
just a war that we will move out of, and American troops will move out, but it’s 
something that 10 to 15 years down the road, Allie, you agree with that? 
 
ALLIE:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why? 
 
ALLIE:  It really damaged our relations with other countries.  It’s going to be something 
that’s hard to get back. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Ed? 
 
ED:  I said the financial hole that we’ve dug, that is also of paramount concern, right up 
with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  And when you say financial concern, you’re talking about? 
 
ED:  Deficit. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Linda, any long-term concern? 
 
LINDA:  Well, I agree with the thing that was said, but also what we have done to our 
own forces in the sense of the, you stretch them to a point where it’s, in a couple of 
months, I think it’s spring or early summer, we will be in a very difficult bind.  We won’t 
know when to send. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Okay.  Long term, Craig? 
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CRAIG:  I think just the trust issue, the commitment that we have from young people 
into our military forces.  And there’s a trust from the taxpayers, I mean, we wasted a lot 
of money.  Well, did I say wasted?  It was a lot of money on this war.  It’s in the trillions 
at this point, and a lot of people don’t see the necessity out of it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cheryl, anything long term? 
 
CHERYL:  Well, the damage that he’s done to the American people, I mean, their 
feelings, their hearts about, you know, things in the political aspect of the world, you 
know, like it’s just a bad relationship that he’s made, you know, between regular people 
and the government. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vanetta, I’m going to ask you to sit back because I’m never, the people 
in back will never know how beautiful Cheryl is.  Okay.  Vanetta, anything in particular? 
 
VANETTA:  The war is, like . . . people are dying for, what? 
 
MODERATOR:  But, and if I countered and say, but hasn’t this surge been effective?  
Doesn’t it improve that, you know, that we’ve been able to reduce the violence and to be 
able to change things, you would say to me? 
 
ANDREW:  I would say you don’t know what you’re talking about. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
ANDREW:  I would say you don’t know what you’re talking about because first off, you 
don’t, the more I agree, Bush is why didn’t you do it right in the first place and . . . like 
Powell  told him to, you know, send in enough forces, but, no, they wanted to pick and 
do it their way. 

So he went in without enough forces, so he didn’t make a good enough stance.  
He had his . . . ripped off in and take control of the country and secure it properly in the 
first place.  If he sees the surge working now, you say why did you do in the first place 
and the right way?  So, I mean, I rated Bush for that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ed? 
 
ED:  My biggest concern is that the information about the surge is thoroughly 
inaccurate.  I don’t trust the information whatsoever . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Allie, you . . . with Ed? 
 
ALLIE:  No, I would agree.  I would think that, you know . . . as opposed to, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Craig? 
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CRAIG:  I’ll tell you one thing, I think regardless of how it turns out, I think that it’s left us 
in a more vulnerable position with other companies, I mean, other countries. 
 
MODERATOR:  Right. 
 
CRAIG:  It definitely is more unstable.  Regardless of what we do, it’s more unstable in 
than it was before we went in.  So no matter successes we have, ultimately it’s going to 
be a failure for what’s going to happen in the future. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good point, very good.  I asked you before you came in to write 
on a sheet, which was a question, the next President I want really, did I ask you to write 
the America I want?  Did I, the America I want? 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, let me ask one other question before we go to that, and that is, 
tell me about the America you want.  In other words, as you look ahead, before we talk 
about the President, talk to me about the America I want.  The election’s over.  It’s 
2009.  We’ve gone through what it is.  Tell me not I want a Democratic Senate, and I 
want a Democratic House.  Talk to me about the America you envision for tomorrow.  
Here’s the America I want.  Romayne, talk to me about the America you want. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I would really like to see, first of all, I don’t think this other question 
I’m, although I certainly don’t think the war is a terrible thing, I think that the fact that this 
Administration has made lying a way of that’s how they express themselves.  They also, 
they practically made it a, that it’s okay, and Cheney to say one thing, and then they lie, 
and then . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Go back to the question though because . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  And the question, so what I . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  The America you want, what you want to see after this election’s over.  
Here’s the America that I would like to envision and where we are. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I’d like to see an America where we could be proud again to be an 
American.  And so that we go overseas, which I have done, I don’t have to be 
embarrassed anymore.  And that I can, I want healthcare for everybody.  I think it’s an 
absolute disgrace that here’s a country, the wealthiest country in the world, we have 
40 million uninsured. 

And, of course, it has, as he says, I can’t . . . they can go to an emergency room, 
he doesn’t, I’m sure he’s never seen what an emergency room is like.  So, and where 
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people once again, as I felt really with all the problems or all these problems that are to 
be proud to be an American . . . I don’t feel that way anymore. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Christopher, talk to me about the America I want to see.  In 
other words, I want to get beyond maybe a little issue into the broad things such as 
Romayne.  Yeah. 
 
CHRIS:  I think I want to trust the government and then to feel like I not only believe 
them, but agree with them, and feel like they’re working in our interests.  I think then, 
then more research into technologies for medicines with the stem cell research, all 
those things that are on the cutting edge that they just, you know, disavow themselves 
from during the last Administration.  I hope that the future Administration would work 
towards those goals. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cheryl, talk to me about the America you want. 
 
CHERYL:  I want everybody to be able to have a good job, have good healthcare, be 
able to buy a home, you know, get a good education, have a good retirement, 
someplace that you feel safe, you know, someplace that you can go if you have certain 
problems that it’s not so hard to get help.  Just an overall that I’d be able, the white 
picket fence and a happy home, I think that’s true that we should be able to have that 
living in the richest country in the world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Linda, talk to me about the America I want. 
 
LINDA:  Well, to begin with, I look to the younger generation, with that, I mean, the 30 
or younger.  And they seem to be more accepting of a diverse group of people.  And 
they’re also understanding different lifestyles, and I think that’s something that should 
bubble into older generations. 

I think we should also look to the fact that we have this huge demographics of 
baby boomers that are getting older and are going to need healthcare in great numbers 
and great expense.  And right now, it’s frightening to me, but I don’t think we have the 
money to pay for this, and who’s going to take care of them.  Not everyone can afford 
healthcare. 

And also, like Romayne, I travel, and I would like to be able once again to travel 
and have people respect Americans.  I mean, Canadians kind of laugh at us and think 
it’s kind of funny, you know, and they don’t take it very seriously, but the rest of the 
world does. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Allison, you’re part of the younger generation.  Tell me about 
the America that you want. 
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ALLIE:  I want an America with a strong economy.  I’d like to have a low unemployment 
rate.  I’d like to see an America that’s focused on preserving the environment and, you 
know, taking some responsibility for that. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  It’s funny, my boyfriend and I were talking about this the other night.  And 
we were watching the news, and, of course, more people are killed, and kids are shot, 
and bad things are happening.  And he’s like I just wish we could raise children like 
people raised children 30 or 40 years ago when there wasn’t just a huge mess of guns, 
and if the environment and just like a happier, simpler time.  Then you can, you know, 
could raise a family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  I guess the America I’d like to see is just one where we’re still taking more of 
the issues here and just treating in and of each other.  And I guess ideally, I always look 
at it as I would like to see it without Democrats, and Republicans, and different types of 
parties, and lobbyists, and things like that.  It’s just people being to make good 
decisions about each other and come together in agreement with one thing.  I think 
sometimes we’re so stuck on what we are that we don’t really make choices freely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ray? 
 
RAY:  Thinking back a couple other, I’d love to see where it’s just not voted down the 
party lines all the time, you know, where a real expression of ideas, as opposed to 
categorically refusing to believe anything the other person says and votes on it.  We’re 
just, you know, not getting anything done that way.  None of these other things will ever 
come to pass, I don’t think, unless you can break that barrier down because it’s four 
years, you do something, the next four years, you do something else, and it’s just a 
stonewall. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Ed? 
 
ED:  After the next election, I’d like to see everybody energized, you know, looking for 
solutions to all of our difficult problems, whether it be healthcare, the environment, the 
economy, and the government’s help and participation in letting them pursue those 
goals instead of government being the stumbling block. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  I would agree with everything Cheryl said, but I’d like to see an honest 
America.  I’d like to see everybody with jobs, unemployment come down. 
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MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I’d like to see an America that has a better vision of what it takes to be a 
great country, patriotism.  And it’s not determined by your support of going to Mars, but 
your support of the country as a whole, taking money instead of putting it into some 
guns and so forth, putting it towards fixing bridges, fixing levies, fixing schools. 

And then we can truly be a strong nation, which would be an example for the 
world, and then the world would be more like us because we’re an educated populous, 
a healthy populous, a safe populous.  It’s just a different vision.  You don’t keep 
expecting they will keep the oil cheap.  You start spending on where the country can be 
in 20, 25 years. 
 
MODERATOR:  This is great, very, very, very nice, good insights.  Thank you all.  
That’s really excellent.  Let me turn to what I asked you to write before you came in, and 
that is, the President I want will.  And then I said write me something, give me a view, I 
mean, because we talk about presidential elections.  We talk about candidates, and we 
have little ups and downs.  This is a chance to sort of draw a picture, which will help us 
in terms of sort of understanding in the broadest terms.  And, Linda, I’m going to start off 
with you. 
 
LINDA:  Do I just read what I wrote? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, read what you wrote. 
 
LINDA:  A President must have the intellectual curiosity and desire to acquire 
knowledge and to listen to diverse opinions.  This President must understand various 
cultures and histories abroad and have a deep grasp of the challenges and life 
experiences of everyday Americans.  We must start to work from within to restructure 
ourselves as a nation or working with other countries to rebuild their trust. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ed, what did you write? 
 
ED:  The most important priority to de-escalate the war leading to our complete 
withdrawal from the Middle East.  The second priority would be to produce, provide 
some type of relief from the escalating costs in healthcare.  The ideal candidate would 
focus on diplomacy in dealing with the Middle East.  They would also have experience 
in tackling the healthcare issues.  And the ideal candidate would be highly educated and 
qualified, not someone who did not demonstrate commitment to excellence in their life. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ray, what did you write? 
 
RAY:  It’s a tough question.  I mean, the individual who is modern in terms of political, 
like with . . . united or polarized Congress.  I’d like to see a strong social liberal view, but 
I want it based on a federalist foundation. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Don’t throw that away.  We’re going to need that.  Yeah, that’s 
90% of your final grade . . . okay.  Carissa, what did you put? 
 
CARISSA:  The President that, I hope, is, elected in 2008, will be honest, smart, 
environmentally conscious.  The person must have a firm grasp on problems facing the 
United States and be ready to make difficult decisions to turn the country around and 
back on track. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Because of what we’ve had to endure for the last eight years, I think the 
most important priority is to have someone who can restore the United States’ place in 
the world.  We’re now one of the least respected nations in the world.  I also feel the 
next President must have a compassionate nature and be able to make the citizens feel 
that they are living in a country they can be proud of and want to contribute their 
expertise. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And I’ll get Cheryl, and if anybody else definitely wants to read, 
I’ll let them, give them a chance, but I want to move on.  Cheryl? 
 
CHERYL:  I would like the President to be for the lower class and middle class people 
and to be able to help these people get a good education and be able to have good 
healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  What’s, one trait we need from the next President is? 
 
CHERYL:  Honesty. 
 
MODERATOR:  Honesty.  What else?  Honesty’s off the table.  Next. 
 
ANDREW:  Fiscal responsibility. 
 
MODERATOR:  Fiscal responsibility.  What else, most important trait? 
 
LINDA:  Intelligence. 
 
MODERATOR:  Intelligence.  Anybody else? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Compassion. 
 
CRAIG:  Compassion. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anything else? 
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CHRIS:  Diplomatic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask a quick question, and that is, we’ll have to go all the 
way back to 1960 for the last time that we elected a President that’s come out of the 
Legislative Body, and that was John F. Kennedy in 1960.  Since that time, we’ve only 
had Presidents who have come out of the Executive Branch, whether it be a governor, 
or vice president, or that strain. 
 And Democrats have mostly people from the Legislative Branch.  I think Bill 
Richardson is a governor and everybody else.  Is that going to be a challenge, a 
problem, or is this a different time?  Can a legislator, can a person with a Legislative 
background and not Executive background? 

And the Republicans, most of their candidates all come from the Executive side.  
I mean, I know you look at John McCain, he’s a senator, Fred Thompson was a senator, 
but the others were mayors, or governors, or something of that nature.  Is that going to 
be a problem for Democrats, or anybody see that as a difficulty? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Yes, I do see it as a . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And why? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Because they have a record that everybody can go back and say they, 
you know, this and that in the Senate, and you’re working with a lot of other people.  
And if indeed one of them gets in a nomination, and these other people are now going 
to say we’ve run, we’ve run a, say, a state, we run, so I think, I don’t think, I think it can 
be overcome, but I think it makes a point . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Yeah? 
 
LINDA:  I think this election, all bets are off. 
 
MODERATOR:  All bets are off. 
 
LINDA:  All bets are . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Why are all bets off? 
 
LINDA:  Because I go back to what I said about, I don’t know how old you are, Allison, 
but I think that generation is really going to turn a lot of things on its heels.  I think they 
think differently.  They act differently.  Their attitude toward work, their lifestyles are so 
very different from my generation.  I came of age in the ’60s and ‘70s, and it’s time for 
them.  They want the stage, and I think they’re going to make their presence known, 
and they should. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Are all bets off?  Anybody else say all bets are off? 
 
ED:  I would agree with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  That it’s such an unusual election and place we’re at, all bets are off.  I 
got Linda.  I got Edward.  Anybody else really believe that all bets are off?  In other 
words, you got to throw out whatever the old form charts are. 
 
ED:  I know . . . three people my own age that have never voted before, and they’re 
going to vote this election. 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
ED:  Why?  Because they’ve become motivated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
ED:  I don’t know exactly.  I guess they’re just convinced that sitting on the sidelines 
didn’t work. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa, all bets are off? 
 
CARISSA:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
CARISSA:  It’s just a different ballgame.  I mean, I’m, this is only, this is only going to 
be my second presidential election that I’m able to vote in, so I don’t know of a lot of like 
history in that.  But, I mean, it’s, we started the campaign, you know, talking about this 
eight, ten months ago, so it’s, I don’t think that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Are you bored? 
 
CARISSA:  Bored? 
 
MODERATOR:  With this election? 
 
CARISSA:  No, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody bored? 
 
MODERATOR:  God, it’s been going on forever.  I’m bored . . . over.  Has anybody 
watched the debates? 
 
WOMAN:  I watch a little. 
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WOMAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Some, none, I mean, I’m not going back to the news reports 
and reading, I’m saying actually watch the debates. 
 
MAN:  I’m done. 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
 
LINDA:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What, do you remember? 
 
LINDA:  It was maybe . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Democrat or Republicans? 
 
LINDA:  Democrats. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
LINDA:  I remember three weeks, maybe four weeks ago. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CHRIS:  Yes, the YouTube Democratic three . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I watched once, the Democrats once through. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
MAN:  I watched the Republicans.  It was scarier . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I watched the Democratic debate in Philadelphia on YouTube and also the 
Republican YouTube. 
 
CRAIG:  I recorded most of them actually . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay.  And just, okay, anything else on all bets are off? 
 
ANDREW:  If Clinton, the bets aren’t all off. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
ANDREW: If Clinton wins, Clinton maintains the lead as the Democratic Party 
candidate, I wouldn’t say all bets are off.  Because what are you going to do, 24 years, 
Clinton, Bush, Clinton, Bush?  So how can all bets go off if it’s the same face as it’s 
been representing the Party, you know. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I think that’s, I think she gets a bad rap.  I mean, she’s walking a fine line. 
 
ANDREW:  Oh, no, I’m not picking on her. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Yeah, I know that. 
 
ANDREW:  Yeah, I mean, I’m just saying that because I’m not saying all that’s wrong.  
You’re not going to go with a candidate that’s been the face of the Party for over the last 
like, I mean . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  All bets are off because she’s a woman . . . 
 
ANDREW:  That’s, I don’t look at it, I’m not looking at, I’m not looking now, you know, 
I’m looking at . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, you have to. 
 
ANDREW:  You’re looking, what they’re, right into the presidency, and what their 
policies are going to be.  It doesn’t matter if you’re a woman.  If your policies are going 
to be the same as Bill’s, then it’s not totally different. 
 
WOMAN:  You think it will be the same? 
 
ANDREW:  As Bill’s presidency, I . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Write down on your pad who you favor.  And if you’re truly 
undecided, you can write undecided.  But who do you favor?  Write it down.  We’ll go 
around the room.  Ed? 
 
ED:  Hillary Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Allie? 
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ALLIE:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Chris? 
 
CHRIS:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  Undecided, leanings towards Edwards. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ray? 
 
RAY:  Undecided, edging towards Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CRAIG:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CHERYL:  I’d say . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
CHERYL:  Barack Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
VANETTA:  Hillary Clinton. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Well, I think we’ve got a pretty good, pretty good division 
at work, working here.  And the main reason, if you’re for Hillary, we’ll just do Hillary 
Clinton first.  Main reason? 
 
ED:  Electable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Electable, good.  Main reason, Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I think she’s the strongest candidate right now, the most experienced, and 
seems to embody the things that I would like to see in the country. 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  She has a strong sense of compassion that has served her well after what 
she’s been through for the past 15 years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay.  And, Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  I think she is electable.  I think she would really direct her energies toward 
health issues.  I think she’s so intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let’s now talk about Obama.  Oh, Ray, do you want to 
say anything?  Are you leaning towards Hillary? 
 
RAY:  I’m leaning to her.  I think she mimics my political views best out of the group, but 
that’s subject to change as we find out more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay. 
 
RAY:  The more I hear some things change . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let’s do Obama.  We’ll start with Cheryl.  Why? 
 
CHERYL:  Well, I think he’s a fresh, new face, new ideas, even though I do like the 
Clintons a lot.  I mean, I like them both, but I figure somebody new and different might 
make the situation a little bit different. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  I’m with her on that.  I really like Hillary Clinton a lot, but I think every time I 
listen to Obama, he really cares about people and the effects that things have on 
people.  And I even heard him say one time he always thinks how would that make him 
feel, or how would that make you feel, and I just think that statement speaks volumes 
because you make a lot of decisions without thinking how that affects that person.  So I 
really like that about him. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let’s keep going around the table.  And, Chris? 
 
CHRIS:  I like his optimism and his positive attitude. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  I think he has a firm grasp on the issues and that he’d be a charismatic and 
strong leader . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Allison? 
 
ALLIE:  He seems really bright, and I like that.  So far, he hasn’t necessarily 
backpedaled when he’s been called out on things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Well, Andrew, you’re the most important person in this 
room.  You’re undecided.  You like Edwards.  What’s it about Edwards? 
 
ANDREW:  . . . I just feel that Obama, you know . . . I mean, he’s an excellent speaker, 
great ideas, but I’m just not sure if he has enough experience to do what he’s got to do, 
especially because he is coming out of the legislative body in an executive position.  
And no matter what anybody says, all of us Democrats. 

Everybody in this room right now is a Democrat.  Clinton is divisive.  You think 
how ugly it was and how government came to a standstill over stupid issues when Bill 
was in charge.  I can’t image what the Republicans are going to pull out if Hillary gets 
elected.  And it’s just going to be . . . all over again.  And the whole concept of 
everything we said here is we want to put a candidate in that’s going to bring everybody 
together.  I don’t have any problems with Hillary herself. 

I just think it’s going to be poison towards the country as a whole in getting 
people to work together.  So that’s why I was thinking Edwards.  Edwards would be a 
Democratic individual who seems smart and well spoken and has some decent ideas.  
And I think out of all the group, I think he’d be the one who’s going to be more 
experienced with a vision.  I like Obama.  I think Obama has his great points too, but I 
just don’t think he has enough experience, and I think Hillary is divisive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Ray, you’re still undecided.  Why? 
 
RAY:  I’m going to play out.  I mean, I think they’re forming foundations now.  And right 
now, Edwards is just more . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  If Edwards, Obama, or Hillary Clinton is the nominee against a 
Republican candidate, is there any of the three that somebody says I cannot support?  
Okay.  So the . . . against the Republican, whether it be Rudy Giuliani or Mitt Romney or 
Fred Thompson, John McCain, etc., is there one of those three Democrats which you’d 
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say, yeah, count me a little bit undecided or I may vote against, anybody?  Give me a 
hand up on one of the three, where you say, I’m not sure that I could vote for that 
Democrat if they win the nomination. 
 
RAY:  I’ll say if McCain got the nomination, which I think would be a shot in hell, I’d be 
tempted to go with him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, against any Democrat? 
 
RAY:  I think so. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else help me out on this, where you’d say, yeah, 
there would be somebody who I would not vote Democratic?  So for 10 of the 11 here, 
no matter what, even if it’s Hillary, divisive, or Obama, not quite enough experience, 
you’d still say, I’m sticking with the Democrat? 

And everybody else, I’m sticking with the Democrats?  Okay, good.  And it’s, in 
fact, here’s an amazing thing, Ed.  Tonight, you go home, and you’re going to fall into a 
deep sleep, and you’re going to wake up September of 2008.  And you just see the 
headline that Al Gore is the nominee.  What’s the reaction? 
 
ED:  I don’t believe it.  I must be dreaming. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Al Gore is the nominee. 
 
ALLIE:  Joy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Joy, okay.  What? 
 
CARISSA:  Good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good. 
 
CHERYL:  Happy. 
 
VANETTA: Good. 
 
LINDA:  Yeah, absolutely. 
 
ANDREW:  I’d go with her. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Absolutely not.  He’s a loser. 
 
CHRIS:  I’d be enthusiastic. 
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WOMAN:  . . . 
 
RAY:  I’m not a Gore man. 
 
MODERATOR:  Barack Obama is the nominee.  Reaction? 
 
LINDA:  Good for the country. 
 
MODERATOR:  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I’d be fine with that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Barack Obama is the nominee. 
 
RAY:  Very surprised.  It would be all right. 
 
VANETTA:  I’d be so shocked. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why? 
 
VANETTA:  I don’t think it’s his time yet.  I think it’s his time, but it’s not going to happen 
in my lifetime. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And your reaction, Barack Obama, nominee? 
 
ED:  I agree with the fact that I’d be shocked.  I think it might be time for a woman, but 
I’m not sure somebody with less experience, African-American, can bridge the gap. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  You wake up, September, 2008, long sleep, Allie, okay, and all 
of a sudden, you find out Hillary Clinton is the nominee.  Reaction? 
 
ALLIE:  Indifferent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  Skeptical. 
 
MODERATOR:  What, skeptical? 
 
CARISSA:  No.  I don’t know what the word is I’m looking for, honestly, I don’t.  I can’t 
find it right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Chris? 
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CHRIS:  Suspicious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Suspicious, why suspicious? 
 
CHRIS:  She’s so connected, and I feel like the way she’s going to get to be nominee, 
she isn’t going to be, it’s just going to be unfair. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why unfair? 
 
CHRIS:  Just because, I guess, my distrust in government right now, I feel like she’s so 
embroiled in it, and she is so experienced, I guess, in politics that I’m looking for 
something completely different. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many others around the room say, I’m looking for something 
completely different? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, completely different from what we have, but . . . 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And a couple of others, Cheryl, you’re waking up.  What are you 
thinking?  Hillary is the nominee. 
 
CHERYL:  I’d be okay with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  I’d be relaxed. 
 
MODERATOR:  You’re be relaxed, and you would have slept very well, right?  It’s been 
a good evening.  Okay, good.  And tell me one other thing.  We don’t know who the 
Republican nominee will be.  The people running are Judy Giuliani, Mike Huckabee, 
John McCain, Mitt Romney, and Fred Thompson.  If you had to have a Republican 
President, which Republican could you most live with? 

Write it down on your piece of paper.  Write it down on your piece of paper.  The 
Republican I could most live with is, you’ve got Giuliani, Huckabee, McCain, Mitt 
Romney, Fred Thompson, okay.  Here we go.  We’re going to start with Romayne.  
We’ll go counterclockwise. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I guess McCain. 
 
CHRIS:  Ron Paul is on the table? 
 
MODERATOR:  You can put Ron Paul on the table. 
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CHRIS:  Ron Paul. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  Thompson. 
 
ALLIE:  McCain. 
 
ED:  McCain. 
 
VANETTA:  Rudy Giuliani. 
 
CHERYL:  Giuliani. 
 
CRAIG:  McCain. 
 
RAY:  I said McCain already. 
 
LINDA:  Ron Paul. 
 
ANDREW:  I said McCain, but McCain wants to keep the war going, so I’m not sure. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  A quick thing, why Ron Paul for each of you two? 
 
LINDA:  I like what he has to say. 
 
CRAIG:  I think he’s got a fresh, new approach to everything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why Giuliani? 
 
CHERYL:  I think he’s experienced. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’s experienced, okay. 
 
VANETTA:  Because of his experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Okay.  Why McCain? 
 
ED:  I think even though he sold out on torture  I think if push came to shove, he could 
make the right decision. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I do it reluctantly.  I don’t like any of them, but I think of all of those 
candidates, he would be . . . except for the war. 
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CRAIG:  I think he’s the one, he’s the one that has the least, I think, amount of what we 
have now.  I think if we got Giuliani, it would be exactly the same as what we have now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  We’re going to lightning round, very, 
very, very quickly.  Word or phrase to describe your feelings about an individual, and I’m 
going to read you various individuals.  I want you to, and if you don’t know, or don’t have 
a feeling, you can say pass or don’t know or don’t know that person, whatever it is.  But 
I want a feeling, so don’t say to me, for example, if I were to say Edward Kennedy, 
United States Senator or brother of John Kennedy.  I know that.  I’m looking for a feeling 
that you may have.  Joe Biden, word or a phrase? 
 
CARISSA:  Pass. 
 
ALLIE:  Pass. 
 
ED:  Intelligent. 
 
VANETTA:  Tough. 
 
CHERYL:  Smart. 
 
CRAIG:  I’ll pass. 
 
RAY:  Intelligent. 
 
LINDA:  Technically competent. 
 
ANDREW:  Fiery temper. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Smart. 
 
CHRIS:  Pass. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  John Edwards? 
 
ANDREW:  Intelligent. 
 
LINDA:  Bright. 
 
MODERATOR:  Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  Decisive. 
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CHERYL:  Bright. 
 
MAN:  Compassionate. 
 
WOMAN:  Smart. 
 
VANETTA:  . . . 
 
RAY:  Trial lawyer. 
 
MAN:  Caring. 
 
WOMAN:  Solid. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good, okay.  Bill Richardson? 
 
ANDREW:  Impressionable. 
 
LINDA:  Charismatic. 
 
CHERYL:  Pass. 
 
ED:  Pass. 
 
ALLIE:  Pass. 
 
CARISSA: Pass 
 
CHRIS:  Pass. 
 
ANDREW:  I think he’s excellent . . . 
 
CRAIG:  Charismatic, as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Remember, the better, the more rich word, the better the 
discussion and the more likely you go home with this pencil, okay.  You’re working for 
big stakes here, so give me some really good stuff, okay.  Chris Dodd? 
 
CRAIG:  I’m not familiar with him. 
 
LINDA:  Intelligent. 
 
ANDREW:  Funny. 
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CHRIS:  Very good.  I think he’s good. 
 
WOMAN:  Strong. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . competent. 
 
MAN:  Don’t know about him. 
 
WOMAN:  Pass 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Michael Bloomberg? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I don’t want to, smart. 
 
LINDA:  I think he’s a con artist. 
 
Ed:  Capitalist. 
 
MAN:  Pass. 
 
WOMAN:  Pass. 
 
CRAIG:  Salesman. 
 
RAY:  He’s a success. 
 
ALLIE:  I like salesman. 
 
CHRIS:  Money. 
 
MODERATOR:  Money, okay.  Did I get everybody?  Okay, good.  Rudy Giuliani? 
 
CRAIG:  Don’t start with me.  I’ll think about it for a second. 
 
MODERATOR:  Rudy Giuliani, Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  Gosh, one word. 
 
MODERATOR:  Or a phrase. 
 
ALLIE:  Just I don’t know.  Can I skip for now? 
 
MODERATOR:  You can.  Romayne? 
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ROMAYNE:  Liar, shyster. 
 
MODERATOR:  She’s trying for the pencil.  Okay.  Christopher? 
 
CHRIS:  Puppet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Puppet. 
 
MAN:  One-trick phony. 
 
LINDA: Narcissist 
 
ALLIE:  That’s it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Allie says, that’s my word.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  Narcissist. 
 
RAY:  A bit of a tune. 
 
CRAIG:  Insensitive. 
 
ED:  Opportunist. 
 
VANETTA:  . . . overrated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We’re not going to miss that.  Okay, good.  Mitt Romney? 
 
WOMAN:  Bland. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mitt Romney, Ray? 
 
RAY:  Caring. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mitt Romney? 
 
CHRIS:  I’m not familiar enough. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mitt Romney? 
 
WOMAN:  Untrusting  
 
MAN:  Polished. 
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MAN:  Pretentious. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why pretentious? 
 
MAN:  Just a feeling I get. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  Classic politician. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why classic politician? 
 
ALLIE:  Because he just seems kind of too smooth and polished, you know. 
 
ED:  Two-faced. 
 
CHERYL:  Slick. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why slick? 
 
CHERLY:  He’s a good talked, you know.  He pulls you into the conversation. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And Hillary Clinton.  Word or phrase, Carissa?  We’re 
going to move very quickly. 
 
CARISSA:  Polished. 
 
CHRIS:  Nervous. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Smart. 
 
ANDREW:  Tough. 
 
LINDA:  Competent. 
 
RAY:  Politician. 
 
CRAIG:  Smart. 
 
CHERYL:  Intelligent. 
 
MAN:  Intelligent. 
 
MAN:  Tough.  I agree, tough. 
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WOMAN:  Deceitful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Deceitful, okay, good.  And John Edwards? 
 
CHRIS:  Well spoken 
 
ROMAYNE:  Intelligent. 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Intelligent. 
 
WOMAN:  Charismatic. 
 
MAN:  Smart. 
 
WOMAN:  Charismatic. 
 
WOMAN:  Competent. 
 
MAN:  Smart. 
 
ANDREW:  Trial lawyer. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right, good.  Barack Obama? 
 
CHERYL:  Very intelligent. 
 
VANETTA:  Come back. 
 
ED:  Young. 
 
ALLIE:  Compassionate. 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
CHRIS:  Optimistic. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Charismatic. 
 
ANDREW:  Well spoken. 
 
LINDA:  Multifaceted. 
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RAY:  Very experienced. 
 
CRAIG:  Personable. 
 
VANTTA:  Intelligent. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let me try this on you.  It’s Rudy Giuliani.  He has two 
hours of free time, I mean, totally free time.  How do you think he would use it?  What 
would he do with two hours of free time if Rudy Giuliani, anybody?  Go. 
 
ROMAYNE:  He’d terrify us.  He’d make us feel that we’re all going to be bombed if we 
don’t have . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But remember, we’re just talking about him and his life.  He’s 
got two hours of free time.  How do you think he’s going to be able to use his free time?  
What do you think he would do with it, based on your perceptions of him? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I think that’s what he would do. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I thought I needed to clarify . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I mean, I think he, that’s his big point.  That’s what frightens me 
about him because I really do think he’s a, you know, what did somebody say, an 
opportunist and has done some terrible things in New York.  The firefighters don’t even 
believe, you know, so I think that’s his shtick to make us scared. 
 
MODERATOR:  I hear you.  Two hours of free time . . . 
 
WOMAN:  He can’t talk about his family, they hate him, he can’t talk about his . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  I may not be clear enough, so let me be clear enough, and that is it’s 
not a speech.  I’m saying he’s got free time.  How is he going to, I mean, if I said to Allie, 
you’ve got two hours of free time, she may say, I do blank, blank, blank, blank 
 
WOMAN: Oh, what would he do? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  What would he do if he’s got a couple hours of free time? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MAN:  . . . a sports fan . . .  
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MODERATOR:  What were you going to add? 
 
LINDA:  Well, there’s an old saying that when you marry your mistress, it creates a job 
opening.  Leopards don’t change their spots. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Leopards don’t change their spots.  Christopher? 
 
CHRISTOPHER:  He’d probably have a beer with some like-minded people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, two hours of free time, Allie, what’s he doing? 
 
ALLIE:  Yankee’s game. 
 
ED:  He’d spend it practicing in front of a mirror. 
 
ANDREW:  Can I qualify this?  If he’s at the Yankee’s game, he’s going to get on 
camera.  It might be free time, but he’s going to maximize his exposure in that too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Now that I understand . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let’s turn around. 
 
VANETTA:  You didn’t ask me again . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . every question.  Vanetta . . . ask you.  
 
VANETTA:  He will sit and rewind and look at the day 9/11 and . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good answer.  Okay.  Here we go . . . Barack Obama, two hours 
of free time, how’s he going to use it, Ray?  Totally free time, what do you think he’d 
do? 
 
RAY:  Take a nap.  I don’t know what he’d do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you think he’d do, Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  Spend time with his kids and his family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What’s he going to do, Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  It might be idealistic, but I could see him volunteering in something. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ed? 
 
ED:  He might spend time reading something he wanted to catch up on. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Romayne . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  He’d spend time with his family or reading. 
 
MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I just think he’d read. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you think, Chris? 
 
CHRIS:  I was going to say read to his children. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  I would say writing.  I think his books are good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cheryl? 
 
CHERYL:  Spending time with his family. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you think he would do? 
 
VANETTA:  Spend time with his family. 
 
WOMAN:  I also think spend time with his family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And Bill Richardson has a couple hours of free time.  
What’s he going to do, anybody? 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I think he’s a real policy wonk,  so I think he would . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else have an idea what Bill Richardson would do? 
 
WOMAN:  No. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  What do you think Mitt Romney would do? 
 
ANDREW:  I would see him with his family. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else? 
 
WOMAN:  Go to church. 
 
MODERATOR:  Go to church.  What else?  Two hours of free time, what do you think 
Mitt Romney is doing? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Is he athletic?  Maybe he . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Hillary Clinton has two hours of free time.  
What’s she going to do? 
 
ED:  Maybe writing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Two hours of free time, Linda? 
 
LINDA:  Reading policy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  Maybe just go for a walk, get away from it all.  She looks like someone who 
is under pressure a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ray, two hours of free time? 
 
RAY:  Depends what the polls would say. 
 
MODERATOR:  Depends what the polls would say.  Christopher? 
 
CHRIS:  Shopping. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  Visit uninsured people. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
CARISSA:  Visit uninsured people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Allison? 
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ALLIE:  Lunch with Chelsea. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CHERYL:  I’d say reading, writing. 
 
VANETTA:  Reading. 
 
MODERATOR:  Reading, anybody else?  Okay.  And I think that’s, one thing, I often 
say it would be great to be a fly on the wall, to be able to see people in various 
situations, before you had to choose, you know, before you had to choose your teacher 
for a class or a boss or whatever else it is.  If I could be a fly on the wall, if you could be 
a fly on the wall and watch Hillary Clinton in . . . situations, how would you like to watch 
her, in what situation?  Boy, I’d like to see how she is . . . 
 
LINDA:  I’d like to be a fly on the wall for a day with her and Bill alone. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Why? 
 
LINDA:  Because there were so many truths, half-truths, negatives, flat out lies about 
that marriage.  I’d like to see exactly what it’s really all about.  And I think it’s something 
very normal, every day, mundane, like any woman in this room. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Two hours . . . chance to be a fly on the wall, how? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I would agree with Linda.  I would like very much to be there with just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And how would that be valuable? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I think it might be valuable because I think it’s going to be an issue.  I 
think it’s going to be something that’s in the back of a lot of people’s minds. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Because what I get . . . anybody else . . . why did she stay?  Why didn’t 
she leave?  And my feeling is that, I’m not always sure what I feel, but it’s a partnership 
of some kind, maybe not like everybody else has.  I don’t think it is exactly the same 
thing, but that it is a very strong partnership . . . But I would just like to see what they’re 
like alone together. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . what kind of a parent do you think she is? 
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ED:  You know, it’s hard to say, one in public life is obviously torn between giving 
enough time to their children and making sure they turn out ok 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I’d like to see her approach a problem without polls and other things to help 
her judge the issue.  Just say, okay, this is a problem, and not knowing what everybody 
else thinks, just say, this is how I feel.  And then I’d like, that’s her thought process.  
Like let’s say health care was the issue, without having her going out and polling 
America to see, just say, this is how I feel. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why do you care so much about that? 
 
ANDREW:  Because I want to know her own vision and her own leadership skills 
without being . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think that you know what her vision is? 
 
ANDREW:  Do I think I know her vision? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
ANDREW:  No.  I don’t think I know the woman at all. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody think that they know what Hillary Clinton’s vision is?  I 
mean, she’s obviously been running for a while, as have the other candidates. 
 
ANDREW:  The thing is that most of the stuff we get has been corrupted by managers.  
That’s why I’m asking to hear her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  I think that she’s walking a fine tightrope right now because she is such a 
divisive personality, but then I think that if you read enough about her, know what she’s 
like from when she was in the White House, I think most people know what Hillary is all 
about.  All they have to do is like really look at her record. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why is she divisive? 
 
LINDA:  Because she has been a victim of some of the most vulgar and, I mean, 
uneducated and just plain nasty right-wing rhetoric I mean, I just, it’s shocking.  I’ll put it 
on sometimes just to listen, and I can’t believe what I’m hearing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup.  How many others go along with that?  She’s . . . 
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ROMAYNE:  That she has been, you know, but I think nobody is paying attention to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Oh, I’m sorry, go ahead. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, yeah? 
 
MAN:  The question that she’s abused? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah. 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
WOMAN:  That’s she’s going to be what? 
 
MODERATOR:  She’s been abused by the right wing. 
 
WOMAN:  Oh, I think so. 
 
MODERATOR:  But I’ve got one, two, three, four hands, okay, got it.  I’m sorry, you 
wanted to say? 
 
ROMAYNE:  No.  What I was going to say is that we’re forgetting that this is a woman 
who left the, who ran for the Senate in a state where, you know, nobody thought she, 
come from or anything, and she is highly respected all over that state, even up in the 
northern parts of the state, which are so different than New York. 

I mean, it’s an amazing thing she’s done.  She goes around.  She listens.  She 
cares.  It’s interesting that we put her to a different standard.  Look, I’m not, you know, I 
see where her faults are, the things that people are, but we do have somewhat of a 
different standard for this woman, I think, than we have for some of these other 
candidates. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what are your thoughts, Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  On what? 
 
MODERATOR:  On Hillary Clinton. 
 
CARISSA:  On Hillary Clinton?  I don’t know.  I think we need someone new. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And you say we need somebody new, because? 
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CARISSA:  That’s just the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Is she divisive? 
 
CARISSA:  I don’t know her well enough, honestly, to make . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me one other thing, and that is what kind of boss do you think 
Rudy Giuliani would be?  Just lay it out real quick. 
 
CHRIS:  Bully. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bully. 
 
ROMAYNE:  A pain. 
 
MODERATOR:  A pain. 
 
RAY:  High maintenance. 
 
MODERATOR:  High-maintenance boss.  What kind of boss, real quick? 
 
WOMAN:  Difficult, very difficult. 
 
LINDA:  Vulgar. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vulgar.  What else? 
 
VANETTA:  Arrogant. 
 
MODERATOR:  Arrogant, okay.  What kind of boss would Barack Obama be? 
 
WOMAN:  Compassionate. 
 
WOMAN:  Inspiring. 
 
ALLIE:  Motivational. 
 
MAN:  Confident. 
 
WOMAN:  Willing to listen. 
 
MAN:  Considerate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Willing to listen.  What else? 
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VANETTA:  Patient. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else?  Okay.  What kind of boss would John Edwards be?  I 
get interesting lip movements from both Cheryl and Vanetta, but I don’t get the words. 
 
CHERYL:  I’m not sure about him too much.  I’m not really sure. 
 
VANETTA:  He’s nice.  He’s a nice man. 
 
MODERATOR:  And give me a sense of what kind of boss he’d be.  You don’t even 
have to vote for him or not vote for him. 
 
ED:  I think he’d be fun to work for.  He seems upbeat. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, fun, upbeat. 
 
CHRIS:  Over-sympathetic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Over-sympathetic, okay.  What else?  Okay.  Hillary Clinton, what kind 
of boss? 
 
CHRIS:  Demanding. 
 
MODERATOR:  Demanding? 
 
LINDA:  Demanding but fair. 
 
MODERATOR:  Demanding but fair, says Linda. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Fair, says Romayne.  What kind of boss? 
 
ANDREW:  I would say difficult. 
 
WOMAN:  Compassionate. 
 
MAN:  Tolerant. 
 
WOMAN:  Tough. 
 
CRAIG:  I think tough as well. 
 
MAN:  Demanding and difficult. 
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WOMAN:  Smart. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, I mean, let me move on.  We’re just going to talk about 
Clinton, Obama, and Edwards for a moment.  And that is what makes you feel most 
confident about Hillary Clinton as the next President of the United States?  What makes 
you feel most confident about Hillary Clinton as the next President of the United States?  
I’m going to hold off on Linda and Romayne, and, Edward, we’ll come back around to 
you. 
 I mean, some of the people are not as much in Hillary’s corner.  Let me just get a 
sense, what makes you most confident about her as the next President of the United 
States? 
 

01:09:13 
 
CRAIG:  I like her experience and her, just, knowledge of foreign policy, how other 
nations interact, different things, the inner workings of the foreign policy.  I think her 
foreign policy would be better than all the candidates. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Chris? 
 
CHRIS:  I think she has a real desire for the job.  I think she’d work hard at it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  I think she’s going into it knowing exactly what she’s getting into.  She’s seen it 
firsthand.  I think that that would prepare her pretty well. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Carissa? 
 
CARISSA:  I’d agree with Allison. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ray? 
 
RAY:  I like her as a politician.  I think she could even wade through some of the 
divisive . . . that’s going to be thrown at her.  She’s tough enough to do that, but Bill was 
tough enough to do that too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I think that her intelligence and her background make her, give me 
confidence that she’d do a good job.  I feel that everything she’s been through, that 
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whole toughness aspect, that when things are difficult, she’ll be able to weather the 
storm.  I don’t think she’ll be on the podium stuttering, like some other people we know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And what are your greatest uncertainties about her as the 
President of the United States, Linda? 
 
LINDA:  My greatest concerns? 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, uncertainties.  In other words, you know, I know you’re for her.  
You’re very supportive of her.  I mean, you can tell me the positive things.  I think I’ve 
heard a lot of them.  But then also give me a sense of, yeah, she might be a great 
President in these certain ways, but here’s my uncertainty. 
 
LINDA:  I’m just worried that, and this comes from outside as opposed to within her, 
and that is the right wing noise machine is going to do everything it can to derail her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And anything about her being President, I mean, that you would 
be concerned . . . 
 
LINDA:  Yeah.  I’m a little worried about some of her stands with Iraq.  I don’t know if 
she would be as forthright and as strong as far as extracting us from Iraq.  I think that’s 
something that she might take a little more time with it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  You know, I would go along with that too.  I think they would . . . she’s had 
a lot of trouble with . . . and I’m mostly concerned about how she would be perceived 
around the world.  I think it would be all right, but, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right.  Edward? 
 
ED:  I don’t think she has, you know, the guts to handle the war the way I would like to 
see it handled.  I think the only way to handle this war is just like Vietnam, pull out, fall of 
Saigon… 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . much like Linda. 
 
ED:  Yeah.  Maybe none of these candidates has the political will to pull the plug the 
way it should be done. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me ask two things.  How many agree with Romayne?  I worry how 
she, Hillary Clinton, would be perceived around the world.  Anybody else agree with that 
point of view?  I got one, two, plus Romayne, okay.  Nobody else?  Concerns, Andrew? 
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ANDREW:  My concern is her healthcare stance.  I’m worried that she’s going to do the 
same thing that Bush did with the war and just push it through.  But I don’t think 
anybody realizes, and everybody sits back and says, name one thing the government 
does well.  Why do we think that the government is going to do healthcare well?  And, I 
mean, just comparing it to the VA, I mean, you’re watching 60 Minutes, and they say 
go state to state to state. 

You have bureaucrats stamping your papers and deciding, you know, does a 
man’s left arm mean he’s 10% disabled or 100% disabled?  I couldn’t imagine a 
bureaucrat, . . . I have, I’m not saying the system is right.  I’m saying the system has to 
be rehashed.  But letting the government take it over is a big mistake.  And I think if 
Clinton steamrolls us with healthcare, I think that’s a big issue.  And the other thing is I 
do think she’s divisive, and I think if we go through another impeachment process, the 
country is screwed. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Why would we have another impeachment, why would we do that? 
 
ANDREW:  Because what you were saying, and what other people say, the right wing is 
going to come up with a gazillion things if we have another Republican Congress.  
They’ll throw anything at the wall and see what sticks. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Here’s the good news.  She hasn’t been elected, so we don’t 
have to impeach her yet. 
 
ANDREW:  I know, but what I’m trying to say is that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  I hear you. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I’m on Medicare.  I don’t know if anyone else is, and Medicare is terrific.  
It’s run, I don’t know about the VA . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I don’t think I want to go there.  Is there anything else anybody 
wants to say about . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  I was just saying about the healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  I understood.  Is there anything else anybody wants to say about a 
concern or uncertainty about having Hillary Clinton as President?  Yes? 
 
LINDA:  Well, I just wanted to capitalize on something that Andrew said, and I did bring 
it up about the right wing, but I do think their power is starting to fall a little bit. . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That will tomorrow night’s discussion. 
 
LINDA:  Okay. 
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MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else on Hillary Clinton?  Okay.  And anything that you 
didn’t get to say about her greatest strength of being President or what she would bring 
to the office, what makes you feel confident? 
 
LINDA:  I disagree.  I think that she will bring a lot of the knowledge that she’s had even 
from back in her Arkansas days when she worked with Women and Children, 
healthcare.  I think that she will do her best to try to take that whole mess that’s in there 
now and do something better for us, certainly better than now. . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Real quick, Chris. 
 
CHRIS:  I think being a woman and getting the job will do a lot for all sorts of civil rights. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree?  Having a woman would be good for civil rights and 
all sorts of . . . 
 
CHRIS:  And human rights? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And turning it around, John Edwards, what makes you feel most 
confident about him as President of the United States?  What appeals to you?  Vanetta, 
I . . . do you have anything? 
 
VANETTA:  I kind of forgot about him, you know, in all the other candidates.  I think he’s 
a nice man. 
 
CHRIS:  He does give the impression of caring. 
 
VANETTA:  Yeah. 
 
CHRIS:  . . . that would be a positive aspect. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Sense of inclusive, sense of caring.  Anything else, Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  It seems like he has strong family values that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Strong family values, okay.  Anything else? 
 
ANDREW:  I think he has intelligence.  He’s able to look at a problem as a trial lawyer.  
There’s a lot you have to think of, so I’ll give him that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything that concerns you about having John Edwards, Ed? 
 
ED:  I just don’t know if he’s going to be tough enough. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Any concerns, Craig? 
 
CRAIG:  I think he can be turned into a robot pretty fast, and that worries me about him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?   
 
LINDA:  I don’t know where he stands as far as foreign policy.  I agree with Ed.  I don’t 
think he would be tough enough. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I agree, not tough enough. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Barack Obama, what’s he bring to being President?  What’s he, 
and let me hear, instead of from the Obama people, let me hear from the others in the 
group.  Ed, what would make you feel confident about him?  What appeals most to you? 
 
ED:  I think he’d give a fresh look at all these issues. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Yeah.  I think he would be, I think he is charismatic, and I think he has 
enough experience.  I’m not concerned so much about his lack of experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say he’s got enough experience to be President of the 
United States, hands down?  I got one.  I got two.  I got three.  I got four.  I got five.  I 
got six.  I got 7, so 7 out of 11. 
 
WOMAN:  I think he . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Other people, Andrew, what makes you feel most confident 
about Barack Obama? 
 
ANDREW:  If we weren’t involved with the war, I think he’s exactly the person we need 
to configurate the country and bring everybody together.  But because of lack of 
experience, I’d tend to not put him in charge. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  I agree with Andrew.  That’s what I was going to say. 
 
MODERATOR:  Configurate the country. 
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LINDA:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Ray? 
 
RAY:  The inexperience with the foreign policy right now, I think, is a problem.  I think in 
eight years . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  The question on the table though is what would he bring, what 
makes you feel confident that he would be a good President? 
 
RAY:  Confident, he’s charismatic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  What will he bring to the table? 
 
MAN:  Yeah. 
 
VANETTA:  His intelligence. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Turn it around, what concerns you about him as President of 
the United States.  Ray, we’ll start with you.  You had started down that way. 
 
RAY:  Right.  I think it’s the inexperience.  I think he’s possibly a mold in the making.  In 
eight years, I think he may be an ideal candidate that could walk in.  He’s not there yet.  
He’s just, he needs to develop. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what element of experience do you worry about? 
 
RAY:  I think you need to be able to work, and this is where I like Hillary is she has the 
ability to appeal to multiple sides, and it’s a showmanship game part.  I don’t think he 
has that.  You have to be tough with your associates.  You have to be able to put a nice 
persona around each area you’re working in foreign policy and domestic areas.  There’s 
a level you can only get with experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Concerns about Barack Obama? 
 
WOMAN:  I agree with Ray, what he said, but I also believe that there are some very 
unpleasant people out there right now.  And I would fear for his safety. 
 
MODERATOR:  You would fear for his . . . 
 
WOMAN:  Safety. 
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MODERATOR:  Safety, okay.  Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I feel, you know, he’s almost like Kennedy-esk, in my opinion, fresh face, 
young, invigorating.  Everybody is drawn to him.  But where Kennedy had . . . if you put 
Obama in there, if he has one screw up, it could be so devastating to not just the 
country but the world, if he’s not right on top as soon as he comes in.  I think that’s what 
Hillary brings.  Hillary will be on top of it immediately. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I think that’s probably true that he may not have, but it isn’t the 
experience.  I think maybe he, I think he would be all right.  I really do.  I don’t have, I 
mean, it’s not my candidate, but I’m not too concerned about his lack of experience. 
 
MAN:  It depends on the yardstick you use to measure the man.  If you’re measuring 
him against Hillary Clinton, that’s one thing.  If you measure him against George Bush, 
he’s going to qualify. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but, I mean, just in general, all I’m saying is what concerns or 
uncertainty do you have? 
 
MAN:  Just the main concern or uncertainty is, again, you know, whether or not they 
have the willpower to cut out the cancer . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And how about anybody else, in terms of concerns of Obama? 
 
MAN:  I think just the amount of respect, I don’t think he’ll get the respect that he’s 
deserved from, you know, a lot of people that may be in Congress and other positions of 
power.  You know, there’s definitely some factions of the country that aren’t ready to 
have a minority as a President. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yup, okay.  Anybody else?  And you used the word Kennedy-esk.  
Anybody else feel that he’s, quote, Kennedy-esk, hands up?  I think he’s Kennedy-esk.  
One, two, three, four, okay.  That’s fine.  And one piece of advice, Hillary Clinton turns 
to your campaign and says, give me one piece of advice.  I want to be the next 
President of the United States.  Give me one piece of advice, anybody, very quickly. 
 
ANDREW: fiscal  responsibility. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I want to be the next President.  She turns to you as a trusted 
friend, advisor, everything that you know, one piece of advice. 
 
WOMAN:  Healthcare. 
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CHRIS:  Transparency. 
 
MODERATOR:  Transparency, what do you mean by transparency? 
 
CHRIS:  Just be honest and open about your views on things. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say transparency is a problem with Hillary Clinton, in terms 
of being open and honest? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Now, you mean now? 
 
CHRIS:  That it’s a problem? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Nobody else?  One of the things the press has raised a lot, 
anybody find this a problem?  Okay.  Yeah, that’s fine.  Anybody else?  A piece of 
advice? 
 
ED:  I’d say listen to your heart and your husband. 
 
WOMAN:  That’s what I was going to say. 
 
ED:  He’s been there, done that. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Follow your instincts and your husband. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Do you think she follows her instincts? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Do you think she follows her instincts, Ed? 
 
ED:  Yeah.  I think she does. 
 
MODERATOR:  Allie, what word did you use to describe her when we went around, a 
word or a phrase? 
 
ALLIE:  Deceitful, I think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Why deceitful? 
 
ALLIE:  I don’t know.  I don’t feel like I look at her and see someone who’s telling me 
the whole truth.  I feel like she’s a businessperson, and she tells you like what you need 
to know, but that just, to me, doesn’t scream honesty. 
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MODERATOR:  Anybody else feel that way?  Anybody else . . . 
 
CRAIG:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Cheryl? 
 
CHERYL:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  No. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else want to give a piece of advice to Hillary 
Clinton?  What’s the one thing you would like to learn about her that you don’t know?  
We talked about her husband but anything else? 
 
VANETTA:  I think her husband is one of her best assets. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else?  Okay.  Let me turn to Barack Obama.  What’s 
one piece of advice you’d give him? 
 
WOMAN:  Surround yourself with good people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Surround yourself with good people.  What’s the one piece of advice? 
 
MAN:  Buck up, like, grow a . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  You say gravitas, you mean that you don’t think that he represents 
gravitas? 
 
CHRIS:  I think he’s a little light, he could just be stronger. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And why do you know that he’s like this? 
 
CHRIS:  I just, I like his optimism, and that’s what draws me to him.  But I can see 
where that would be your problem as the President.  You have to be strong, decisive, 
quick thinking.  I think he needs to prove that he is that more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ray? 
 
CRAIG:  I would just tell him to have the confidence to make decisive decisions and 
stick with it. 
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MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Ray? 
 
RAY:  I think that VP position . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  He said he was going to bring a new kind of politics in, and he should stick 
to that and not . . . said he was not going to have the politics of attack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.   
 
VANETTA:  Have tough skin. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think he has tough skin? 
 
VANETTA:  I don’t know whether he has it now, but if he wants to go on, he will need 
that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let me just ask, one of the things that’s fascinating to me 
is that you look at the election for President in 2000 and in 2008, and there’s a chance, 
with a woman, with an African-American, with a Hispanic, with a Mormon, we may break 
new barriers in America.  You know, in the history of America, we’ve never elected any, 
which of these do you think is the largest challenge?  Write it down on your piece of 
paper.  Electing a woman, an African-American, a Hispanic, or a Mormon, which is the 
biggest challenge in terms of looking ahead?  Okay.  What did you write down, Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  African-American. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree, African-American, largest challenge?  Hands up, 
one, two, three, four, five, six, okay.  What did you write down? 
 
WOMAN:  Woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many wrote down a woman? 
 
CRAIG:  I’m deadlocked between the two. 
 
WOMAN:  You’ve got to make up your mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m sorry, we’ve got no deadlocks here, okay.  So we’ve got one and a 
half women and six and a half African-Americans.  How about Mormon?  Two, okay.  
Why, electing an African-American?  If you look at the surveys, you hear people talk.  
They say, no, this isn’t as much of a challenge.  You’ve given me an insight.  Why is it 
the biggest challenge? 
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ANDREW:  It’s still polarizing as an influence in society. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Carissa, did you agree? 
 
CARISSA:  Most definitely. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why?  Explain it to me.  Help me to understand it. 
 
CARISSA:  It’s, I don’t know, just, I mean, the way some people think and act, you 
know, towards different races, I just, I don’t know, I think it’s going to be tough. 
 
MODERATOR:  And so Barack Obama may be okay, but they won’t vote for him 
because he’s an African-American. 
 
CARISSA:  I’m not saying that’s my stance, but I’m saying that there are most certainly 
people in this country that would take that. 
 
MODERATOR:  And if our only responsibility, or our only hope, was to elect a 
Democrat, would you prefer to try and deal with the bias against gender or the bias 
against race? 
 
CARISSA:  Say the question one more time, I’m sorry. 
 
MODERATOR:  Which is a bigger bias, race or gender? 
 
CARISSA:  Race, race. 
 
MODERATOR:  So Hillary would have an easier time than an African-American.  Chris, 
do you agree? 
 
CHRIS:  Well, I thought Hispanic was, would have the hardest time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Cheryl, you said? 
 
CHERYL:  African-American. 
 
MODERATOR:  Explain that to us. 
 
CHERYL:  Well, I think no matter whether this gentleman is intelligent enough to be 
President or not, it’s just the bottom line that he’s black, and he could be a rocket 
scientist, and they don’t want anybody black in office. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Vanetta? 
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VANETTA:  . . . not his time. 
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me why both of you feel this? 
 
VANETTA:  We live in this world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but help me understand this world. 
 
MAN:  It’s just not going to happen yet.  It’s going to happen.  I might not see it, but it’s 
going to happen, and I’ll be smiling. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you’re smiling, but you’re voting for Hillary. 
 
VANETTA:  Yeah, because, I don’t know whether I should say this, because I know 
he’s not going to win, and Hillary is my next choice.  I know he’s not going to win.  And 
Andrew said something that was just so scary to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Which was? 
 
VANETTA:  When you said that if something happened, it would take him so long to dig 
his way out, and that just gave me chills, something to that effect, did you say? 
 
ANDREW:  Kennedy had the Bay of Pigs things happened shortly after he took office, 
and if we had some type of terrorist attack or something like that, he was prepared for it, 
but it would take him forever to dig his way out. 
 
VANETTA:  That scared me. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Cheryl, you don’t think the country is ready for an 
African-American? 
 
CHERYL:  No, I don’t. 
 
MODERATOR:  And because? 
 
CHERYL:  Because the bottom line is that the country is racist, and no matter what this 
man does and how intelligent he is, nobody wants to see a black man be a President 
and to be controlled by someone African-American. 
 
MODERATOR:  And does anybody believe that if Colin Powell would run, he would 
face the same obstacles?  Is it Barack Obama, any African-American, or Colin Powell is 
different than every other African-American? 
 
CHERYL:  Any African-American. 
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VANETTA:  Any African-American. 
 
ED:  I would say he’d have to be elected Vice President first. 
 
WOMAN:  Exactly. 
 
CHERYL:  I don’t even think . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
ANDREW:  . . . I don’t understand how you couldn’t elect the guy.  The guy would be 
the most qualified, I mean, the best candidate you could ever imagine. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
ANDREW:  But, no, their point was that no black person could ever be elected.  I’m 
saying that a person combining Powell and Obama is just such an asset to the country 
that I think the country would be extremely foolish, despite race, despite anything, not to 
elect that individual. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
CHERYL:  Then say the country is foolish because I don’t think he’d ever get elected.  
 
MODERATOR:  Let me ask one other question.  Everybody has something to prove, as 
the case may be.  What does an African-American need to prove, okay?  In other 
words, you know, if Barack Obama is the nominee, what does he need to prove in order 
to get elected?  I mean, if I take Cheryl’s statement that just on the basis of race, and 
nobody would allow a black person, an African-American to, quote, dominate or be in 
that position, I understand that.  But what I’m trying to say is in order to be accepted, 
this person would have to prove what? 
 
CRAIG:  I think just competence.  I actually disagree with the statement they make.  I 
think there’s a lot of white people who don’t care about race. 
 
VANETTA:  Oh, I agree. 
 
CRAIG:  I agree, but . . . 
 
CRAIG:  And I don’t think that they would purposely not vote for him because he’s 
black. 
 
CHERYL:  Oh, yes. 
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VANETTA:  Oh, yes, I do. 
 
CRAIG:  I don’t think so.  I think that basically, what it is, I think it’s just society as a 
whole has been conditioned to view things a certain way.  Even when we talk about 
John Edwards, we always say smart, intelligent, and when we say Obama, we say 
different things.  But nothing, we don’t really say he’s smart and intelligent.  He could be 
way smarter than John Edwards, but it’s just our perception and how people don’t take 
the time to really get through things to see what’s underneath.  So I think that he would 
really have to show that he’s competent in a lot of different facets in order for them to be 
comfortable.  I think Colin Powell has an easier time at it because we’ve seen him in 
situations and seen how he reacts.  I think we’d get more of a white vote for Colin 
Powell than we would for Barack. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Craig answered it well, Craig answered it well.  Let me just get it 
from others.  What does Barack Obama have to prove?  Everybody has to prove 
something.  Yeah? 
 
ANDREW:  Also, Powell is with Republicans, maybe something like it took Nixon to go 
to China, because Democrats are affiliated so heavily with the black party, with the 
African-American populous, that I think it might be hard for African-American Democrats 
to get elected than an African-American Republican. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, but stay with the question.  The question is what . . . 
 
ANDREW:  I’m saying if they were with the Republicans, it might be easier. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  But my question on the table is what does Barack Obama have 
to prove in order to open the blinders or be more accepted?  Yeah? 
 
LINDA:  Well, I look at it in a slightly different view, and that’s a certain segment of 
society, an older, more set in their ways segment of society, that I think once, it’s a 
horrible thing to say, but once they’re gone, I think it will be very different. 
 
VANETTA:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I got to bring it back to my question.  My question is . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  All right.  He has to be better than any, just like women had to be twice as 
good as anybody else, Barack has to be that much better. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So we’ve got competence, smartness.  Is there anything else 
that . . . 
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ROMAYNE:  Toughness and able to stand up to the pressures. 
 
LINDA:  He needs to be courageous too.  I think he really does. 
 
ANDREW:  Maybe he needs a 9/11.  Do we have to go that far?  I’m asking, do you 
think we have to go that far, that we have to have a 9/11, where he pulls like a Giuliani?  
That’s proving . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You can’t do that on the campaign.  Allie, anything? 
 
ALLIE:  I think he needs to overcome like one really difficult situation, or an obstacle, 
and do it very well and show everybody that I am qualified to be here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And all things considered, if he is the nominee of the 
Democratic Party, how many people here say he will be the next President of the United 
States?  I don’t know who the Republican is, but he is running.  He will be the next 
President of the United States.  Ed does.  Allie does.  Chris does.  Romayne does.  
Craig does.  So out of 11 Democrats, about half say yes. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Do you think a Republican would beat him? 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Everybody has a point of view. 
 
CHERYL:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does Hillary Clinton, as a woman, have anything that she has to 
prove?  Is there an obstacle?  Is there something that she needs to be able to, a hurdle 
that she needs to be able to cross? 
 
CHRIS:  I don’t know if it’s as a woman, but she needs to get past her personal life, 
problem, image. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  That’s a different question, different question. 
 
CHRIS:  She has to prove that she’s not just the woman who got cheated on.  She’s the 
President. 
 
ROMAYNE:  She isn’t though.  She . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me read you the question because we’ve only got a limited 
amount of time.  I want to come back to the question of she’s a woman.  She’s running 
for the President of the United States.  We’ve never had a woman.  Is there something 
that a woman, Hillary Clinton, needs to prove in order to be able to win the Presidency? 
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ALLIE:  I think she does.  I think that she’s proved that, you know, she can be in the 
boys’ club and that the minute things get hard, she’s not weak, and she’s not going to 
be a girl and cry about it.  She’s going to do something.  I think that a large part of the 
population has a perception that men are weaker than men. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So she has to be able to show strength. 
 
WOMAN:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Who else? 
 
WOMAN:  She certainly has shown strength.  She’s not going to cry.  Everybody knows 
that.  I think the same thing of Barack.  She’s got to be twice as good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But again, answer the question, which is is there something that 
Hillary Clinton, as Allie said, strength, is there anything else that she needs to prove, 
Ray, as a female candidate, first woman to be elected President?  
 
RAY:  I think she’s the most electable woman to come down the pike ever, personally. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me read the question one more time. 
 
RAY:  I know what the question is, but I don’t think there is anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  She doesn’t have to prove anything, okay. 
 
RAY:  I think she’s proven everything.  I think . . . 
 
ED:  I think she has to prove it to women, not to men. 
 
LINDA:  I think that’s true.  I think that’s true. 
 
MODERATOR:  What’s that mean? 
 
LINDA:  Women can sometimes be their own worst enemies, and there are women who 
are jealous of the fact that she is so intelligent, that she has gone to the heights that she 
has gone to.  Somewhere deep inside, they say to themselves, maybe I could have 
done that if only I hadn’t done X, Y, or Z, maybe if I made different choices, or maybe if I 
had gotten a better education, and they tend to then take that, I hate to use the word 
self-hatred, or that self-doubt, and take it out on a woman who is successful.  It’s one of 
the bad things about women. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I think that it’s a problem, but I find the, I think she’s going to, the 
non-college educated are much more supportive of Hillary than my friends who went to 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY VOTERS 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, DECEMBER 4, 2007, 6:30 P.M. 
PAGE 57 

 
college . . . they have all kinds of questions, and that may be . . . what Linda . . . what I 
hear all the time is somewhat of what’s going on here, she goes on different sides of the 
table, the situation with Bill.  But all the things I’ve read of her that will bring out a lot of 
women who don’t usually vote, who will come out to vote for Hillary not necessarily 
higher, upper educated, which I find fascinating, I’m not sure I don’t understand it 
myself. 
 
MODERATOR:  One of the things I hear is that a woman has to prove that she can be a 
commander in chief. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I was going to say that too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody feel that’s important, or has she passed that barrier? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I was going to say that before I said that, that I think that’s something she 
has to prove.  I think she’s tough enough to do it, but I think that . . . 
 
CRAIG:  I think it’s going to be a barrier until we actually see it.  I mean, a lot of people 
don’t believe anything until they see it, so it’s definitely a question mark that people are 
going to automatically have in their mind because they’ve never seen it before.  But I 
think she’s going to have to make a strong stand against a lot of different things.  She’s 
got to be very, you know, argumentative, almost to the point where she’s like she’s 
drawing her line in the sand to win this thing.  She’s going to have to be strong about it.  
You can’t waver on certain issues.  You got to, you know, make a point. 
 
MODERATOR:  Carissa, in terms of commander in chief . . . 
 
CHRIS:  Yeah.  I think she is tough. 
 
MODERATOR:  I was going for Carissa for the first . . . 
 
CARISSA:  I don’t know, I don’t know.  Honestly, I’m not . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Ed, anything in terms of . . . 
 
ED:  I think she’s passed that barrier.  I mean, I think . . . Margaret Thatcher and other 
women who’ve assumed control or power in other countries. 
 
MODERATOR:  So do you think Americans, I mean, essentially, Cheryl and Vanetta 
said, no, when it comes to race, you don’t really understand the challenge.  Do you think 
being commander in chief is a barrier that she has to deal with, or has she crossed that 
barrier? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I think it’s still a barrier, but I think she can do it. 
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VANETTA:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
LINDA:  I think she has to, she may have to learn the say Kennedy did after the Bay of 
Pigs, do not trust the Joint Chiefs.  Always have your own ideas, your own mind.  Stand 
up to them.  And I think they would be probably the only barrier that she would have, not 
so much to overcome but stand up to. 
 
MODERATOR:  One quick thing, side bar, how much of a challenge faces Mitt Romney 
as being a Mormon? 
 
LINDA: You know, I don’t understand that.  If people really read  about Mormonism, I 
mean, I’ve been out in Utah a lot, and it’s a business.  It’s not a religion.  I don’t 
understand. 
 
MODERATOR:  How much is being a Mormon a problem? 
 
ROMAYNE:  Well, I’m the one that said I think it is because I think that everything I’ve 
seen, that there are a certain percentage of people in this country who say now they will 
never vote for a Mormon, whether they don’t know enough about it or, I don’t know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody here have an issue, problem? 
 
CHRIS:  I think it would only become a problem if he bases his policies off of some sort 
of religious aspect.  You know, he might have to prove that he won’t do that. 
 
ED:  I think that some of the tenets of his religion that intertwine the financial success 
and religious goals in together is kind of like that co-mingling of church and state, which 
I really do not like to see. 
 
MODERATOR:  One final thing I want to talk about before we just hit the issues for a 
few minutes, and that is there’s a point that Chris has been making that hasn’t been 
addressed very much, and that is sort of the personal side of Hillary Clinton and sort of 
how she relates and what, you know, sort of who she is and those things.  I mean, and 
Allie used the word deceitful or whatever. 

Is there something that Hillary Clinton must deal with on the personal side, where 
you say, I’m not talking about how good a President she is, in terms of profession, but in 
terms of any of the personal elements, which you say, yeah, there’s something here that 
she’s got to be able to deal with?  Ed? 

I mean, in part, I think I heard it when people said, well, she’d spend her time 
working on policy papers.  She would do studying.  Nobody sort of talked about the 
personal element very much.  Somebody said, I think, she’d be with Chelsea.  But I’m 
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just trying to get, is there anything here on the personal side, the divisive element, that 
needs to be brought out? 
 
ALLIE:  Well, I think the fact that the both of you wanted to be a fly on the wall with her 
and Bill speaks to that.  There is that, just what is their relationship like, and giving some 
sort of, you know, idea of what her family is like because it is . . . professional, and all 
that we know about them has been their careers, at least as far as . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Carissa, help me out with this. 
 
CARISSA:  I don’t know, I really don’t. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are you thinking? 
 
CARISSA:  I don’t know.  Can you come back to me? 
 
MODERATOR:  Ed? 
 
ED:  I think we need to somehow get to a point where people’s personal and private 
lives are no longer political fodder.  I mean, you know, maybe it’s stupid to think that it 
would ever get back to that point, but… 
 
ANDREW:  One thing I’m looking for, she demonstrated in the NPR debate today.  
When she’s attacked, she’s coming back with a response and not cowering or 
something along those lines, like Kerry did with Bush, and everybody was attacking him.  
I’m looking for a candidate that’s going to able to stand up. 

For me, the Republican Party, the way they attack people is a huge obstacle.  I’m 
really looking for a candidate that’s not going to back down to them.  And that goes to 
my other comment about impeachments.  I think the Republicans will do anything they 
can to ruin a Clinton Presidency, and I’m looking for her to demonstrate, through this 
campaign, that she’s not going to cower upon being attacked. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Carissa, can I come back to you now? 
 
CARISSA:  I agree with Andrew.  She’s really got to stay strong, definitely. 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anything else?  Let me turn to the issues, if I could, just very 
quickly.  Principle issues in this campaign, from your point of view, are?  Just shout 
them out. 
 
MAN:  Iraq. 
 
MODERATOR:  Iraq. 
 
WOMAN:  Healthcare. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
ANDREW:  Budget. 
 
WOMAN: Employment. 
 
CRAIG: Oil. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . healthcare, budget, okay.  What else? 
 
WOMAN:  Guns. 
 
WOMAN:  Employment. 
 
WOMAN:  Employment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Employment, okay. 
 
WOMAN:  Taxes. 
 
MAN:  Craig said Oil.  
 
CRAIG: Did we get gas up there? 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  What else? 
 
MAN:  Global warming. 
 
WOMAN:  Environment. 
 
WOMAN:  Environment, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What else?  Anything else? 
 
MAN:  Education. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
WOMAN:  Supreme Court. 
 
WOMAN:  Social Security. 
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MAN:  The whole thing, the whole healthcare system. 
 
WOMAN:  The Supreme Court. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else? 
 
MAN:  Competitive economy. 
 
MAN:  Somebody mentioned abortion. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, abortion, and, If the President did only one thing, what would 
you like it to be? 
 
RAY:  Economic performance of some sort. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Cheryl, what’s the thing you would like to see? 
 
CHERYL:  End homelessness. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  End the war. 
 
ANDREW:  End the war. 
 
ED:  Get out of Iraq. 
 
ALLIE:  Take care of the environment. 
 
CARISSA:  Remove all troops from Iraq. 
 
CHRIS:  End our dependence on oil. 
 
ROMAYNE:  Get out of Iraq. 
 
ANDREW:  Fiscal responsibility. 
 
LINDA:  Balance the budget. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And which candidate do you trust the most to get us out of Iraq? 
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CRAIG:  I’d most trust Barack just because his care for people and his knowing that 
we’re in a no-win situation over here.  I’m not saying get in there and just move them 
immediately, but I think he would really put the most energy towards making an exit 
strategy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  How about others, what would you most, that you would 
most feel most comfortable with as the next President to get us out of Iraq, if that’s our 
only goal? 
 
WOMAN:  I think Hillary . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Anybody else agree? 
 
MAN:  Yeah, I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hillary will get us out of Iraq. 
 
WOMAN:  Maybe not immediately, but . . . 
 
MAN:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  She’ll come up with a plan to get us out. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So are you confident she’d do that? 
 
WOMAN:  I would, but are you just talking about the top tier?  Because I was going to 
say I thought maybe . . . but that’s such . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  But in terms of Hillary, do you have confidence? 
 
WOMAN:  Yes, I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let me just go to this.  If you were looking at these six 
clusters of issues, which of this cluster would you say is most important to you?  Write it 
down on your piece of paper.  A, Iraq, Iran, terrorist, national defense, global issues.  B, 
the economy, jobs, foreign trade, inflation.  C, government spending, taxes, deficits.  D, 
moral values, abortion, prayer, gay rights.  E, healthcare, education, environment.  And 
F, illegal immigration, okay. 
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Write down number one and then number two, okay, first and second.  How 

many had A as number one, hands up?  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven.  How 
many had it as number two?  One, two, okay. 
 
VANETTA:  Oh, wait a minute.  I had it as number one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We’re onward and upward, thank you.  Economy, how many, 
jobs, say that was number one for them?  Two people.  How many say it was number 
two?  One, two, three, okay.  How many say government spending, number one?  
Okay, good, okay.  How many say number two?  Two people. 

How many say moral values, abortion . . .gay rights, number one?  Number two?  
Zero, zero, okay.  Healthcare, education, environment, number one?  One person.  
Number two, one, two, three.  And illegal immigration, how many say it’s number one?  
Number two?  Why does nobody care about illegal immigration as either first or 
second? 
 
WOMAN:  It’s way out of hand. 
 
MODERATOR:  What? 
 
WOMAN:  They could handle that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  What about, why not?  I mean, I just did a focus group in 
Richmond, Virginia, with a lot of Republicans.  They said that was the most important.  
Why aren’t you saying that? 
 
ANDREW:  There’s other things more important.  It’s not that it’s not important.  It’s just 
not as important as A, B, and C, I mean, from, I guess from the appearance of the 
numbers and for me, personally. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Others? 
 
CRAIG:  I think it’s important, but just those other ones take priority. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CHRIS:  I don’t see it as much of a problem. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I agree with Christopher.  I think . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And also, nobody had moral values, abortion . . . gay rights.  
Any reason? 
 
ANDREW:  They’re issues that confuse the public. 
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CHRIS:  They’re personal issues. 
 
CRAIG:  I think they’re personal issues that, you know, people are dying in Iraq.  Who 
cares about gay marriage, you know. 
 
ROMAYNE:  The right wing does. 
 
MODERATOR:   All right.  Christopher? 
 
CHRIS:  As a gay man, its not even my top priority.  There’s more important things. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  In terms of these issues, do you think that 
it would make any difference which Democrat is elected?  I mean, some of you favor 
Barack Obama.  Some of you like John Edwards.  Others of you favor Hillary Clinton.  
Do you think that it is clearly, there are clear differences between these people on any 
issues, where you say, yeah, I mean, that’s a clear line.  One is on one side, and one is 
on the other. 
 
ANDREW:  I think Hillary is trying to portray something more of a hawk, and Edwards is 
coming across a little bit more as a dove.  So I think if you’re going to talk, A, this is the 
guy, I think that would be a little bit, I’m not saying Hillary wouldn’t pull us out of the war, 
I’m just saying she’s trying to come across a little bit harder, in terms of the military, than 
Edwards is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else, where you say, yeah, there’s a little line in 
the sand, a difference between the candidates on any one of these issues, where you 
say, and it’s not about I like this one, and I don’t like that one, but there’s a real 
difference? 
 
MAN:  Yeah.  Go ahead, Romayne. 
 
ROMAYNE:  I don’t think so.  I think all of them would attack these issues. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And do you see the way in which they’d go about it?  I 
understand you’re talking about Barack Obama as being optimistic and upbeat and 
everything else.  My question is does anybody feel the same in terms, and Hillary being 
tough and experienced, etc.  I’m just trying to think, if it were four years from now, do 
you say, yeah, if Hillary Clinton were elected, it would be substantially different from 
Barack Obama on healthcare or Iraq or immigration or education or taxes or the 
economy? 
CRAIG:  I think D would be the most dividing one between all of them, I mean, because 
they all have different views.  There are different religious views as well.  Some of them 
are more stronger than, others are more liberal on abortion as well. 
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MODERATOR:  And are you talking about Edwards versus . . . 
 
CRAIG:  Hillary and also Obama, I mean, they all sound the same to me when they talk 
about it.  They all seem . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Does anybody else agree with that on moral values?  I’m just 
trying to find out if somebody says, you know, you’ve got to elect Hillary Clinton 
because she’ll do this, and none of the other candidates, or something that is clearly 
different.  Okay.  I’m not hearing that, okay. 

Last two questions, number one, 12 months from now, or 8, 9, 11, 12 months 
from now, we’re going to be electing the next President of the United States.  What is 
the stakes for you?  What’s the stakes for you?  What does it take for a candidate to win 
your support?  Let me start with Christopher, and I’ll go counterclockwise. 
 
CHRIS:  I think the stakes are high this time.  I think that for someone to win my 
support, they have to be very open and honest, and they’d have to be genuine.  I’d have 
to feel that it’s genuine because I’ve been lied to for so long now.  I need an honest 
change. 
 
CARISSA:  We need someone smart that will think of all the angles and all the 
possibilities of things that could happen, could not happen, that’s intelligent enough, 
smart enough, and strong enough to get the job done. 
 
MODERATOR:  So why didn’t you vote for Hillary? 
 
CARISSA:  I’m not 100% certain.  I haven’t, I mean, I’m leaning towards Obama, but 
I’m not, you know, there’s still 11 months.  There’s a lot that can happen in that time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Allie? 
 
ALLIE:  I’m really looking for someone bright, someone that is charismatic and can just 
repair all the damage that’s been done globally, as far as . . . the environment . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Ed? 
 
ED:  I’m looking for a candidate to come through the primaries with strength, real strong 
push, and for somebody else to be a close second in the Vice Presidential candidate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Help me a little more than that, and that is you talk about strength.  You 
know, here’s what it comes down to me.  What’s it come down to you?  I mean, electing 
the President, the next person to sit in the Oval Office, this is what it’s all about in my 
estimation. 
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ED:  Well, I just think that the Democrats can’t assume this election is a slam-dunk, and 
they’re going to need a candidate relatively unscathed.  If the candidate comes out of 
the primaries, which we won’t really get to decide, it’s decided long before we get a 
chance, you know, so severely damaged, it could pose a big problem. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Vanetta? 
 
VANETTA:  I’m looking for someone strong and confident . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
CHERYL:  I’m looking for somebody who’s fair, compassionate, and cares about the 
people. 
 
CRAIG:  I’m looking for someone who’s open to finding new ways to approach issues. 
 
RAY:  I’m looking for somebody who’s going to be able to surround . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Sorry, I didn’t get you, sorry. 
 
RAY:  Oh, I’m looking for somebody who’s going to surround themselves with the best 
possible people. 
 
MODERATOR:  Linda? 
 
LINDA:  I’m looking for someone who is strong but compassionate to the people in this 
country and also someone who can show the rest of the world that we are still the 
greatest democracy in the world. 
 
MODERATOR:  And, Andrew? 
 
ANDREW:  I’m looking for a candidate that’s got the vision to connect the dots, to really 
see where the trouble lies and how to get to it and how to get it resolved.  When I say 
the trouble, it’s that whole list, and see what’s connecting those things to put us in the 
situation where we are today, for instance big oil or something like that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And, Romayne? 
 
ROMAYNE:  I think the stakes are very high.  What came to my mind is I think maybe 
we should say it’s morning in America, like Reagan said.  We’re going to have 
somebody to change the whole way we’ve been acting and doing things.  I don’t want 
Reagan back, but I don’t know why that came to my mind. 
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MODERATOR:  That’s good.  We’re not going to have Reagan back, I can tell you.  
And if you could say anything to one candidate running in the primaries, what’s the one 
thing you want to say?  Any of the candidates, you can say any one thing. 
 
VANETTA:  Be strong. 
 
CHERYL:  Be safe. 
 
CHRAIG:  Be cautious. 
 
RAY:  Don’t a politician. 
 
LINDA:  Be fearless. 
 
ANDREW:  Alternative fuels 
 
WOMAN:  . . . 
 
ROMAYNE:  Stay on course.  Stay in there. 
 
CHRIS:  Be true to yourself. 
 
CARISSA:  Don’t let us down. 
 
ALLIE:  Redeem us. 
 
ED:  Don’t be a loser. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, let me just say all of you guys were winners.  I thank you ever, 
ever so much.  You did an absolutely marvelous job.  This was interesting, stimulating, 
and I really appreciate it.  Pass up your one sheet, that one sheet . . . and I thank you.  
If there is something written, we’ll make sure you get it. 

You may get a call from one of these people who is covering this, and if you do, 
be kind enough to just return their call.  They probably have some question that they 
want to be able to do on a follow-up.  So thank you all very much.  Have a great 
evening.  I appreciate it.  Thank you very much.  Thank you. 


