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MODERATOR:  . . . we’ll go around, if you can give me your name, first name is fine.  
Secondly, tell me what you do.  And third, tell me any interesting thing about yourself.  It 
may be a hobby.  It may be something in your background.  It may be anything that 
would just sort of say, oh, that’s an interesting thing about Danny, I would have never 
guessed that.  So we’ll start out, welcome, Dolores. 
 
DOLORES:  Thank you.  My name is Dolores, and I am the marketing director of a law 
firm.  And well, my main focus in life right now is I have an eight-year-old grandson, who 
is a great little baseball player, and he’s the absolute love of my life. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And . . . that everybody will talk about family, do you have any 
hobbies, interests or something that makes you unique?  In 1984, you were the dodge 
ball champion in western Virginia or southern Virginia. 
  
DOLORES:  I did play softball on a few teams . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, so you played softball for UVA. 
 
DOLORES:  I played softball on their intramurals.  And I enjoyed that.  It was co-ed.  
That was a lot of fun. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, we’re going to try and get something interesting from each 
person.  Monique, welcome. 
 
MONIQUE:  Hello, my name is Monique.  I’m an insurance analyst for UVA, and I 
served in the military for seven years.   
 
MODERATOR:  Which branch? 
 
MONIQUE:  In the Army. 
 
MODERATOR:  And were you stationed overseas? 
 
MONIQUE:  I was, in Augsburg, Germany. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, got it.  And you were out before the Iraq war. 
 
MONIQUE:  Oh, yeah, I’ve been out for years.  And my favorite thing I love to do is 
shop.  And . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  And your favorite store is? 
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MONIQUE:  My favorite store is . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Got it. 
 
BOB:  My name is Bob.  I’m a restaurant general manager, getting ready to move next 
month back to . . . where I’m from originally.  And I’m managing a restaurant in 
Richmond currently, so . . . back and forth every day. 
 
MODERATOR:  Got it.  And give me something that’s unique and interesting. 
 
BOB:  I went through a chef’s apprenticeship program years ago, and they give the 
nationwide test at the end and I received the highest score in the nation. 
 
MODERATOR:  And your best dish is? 
 
BOB:  Soups and sauces.   
 
MODERATOR:  The soups and sauces guy.  
 
NOLA:  My name is Nola.  I’m a fundraiser for the university.  And I, I’m kind of normal.  
I once broke my wrist trying to do a cartwheel when I was roller skating.  I have that 
same standby one when I have to say something unique about myself. 
 
DORITA:  Hi, I’m Dorita.  I’m an adult literacy instructor with the Charlottesville City 
School System, and I work in the adult learning center.  I guess what I’m proud of, well, 
I’m proud of my children, and the other thing is, I’ve battled cancer and won twice.   
 
MODERATOR:  That’s great. 
 
SUSAN:  My name is Susan, and I load UPS trucks.  And then I sell on eBay to 
supplement my income.  And I spent six years on a kibbutz in Israel when I was in my 
20’s.   
 
MELINDA:  I’m Melinda.  I’m a receptionist at a law firm.  I guess a unique thing, I don’t 
really share a lot with people, but I have a safe fascination with great white sharks at a 
distance. 
 
MODERATOR:  I guessed that when you walked in, she’s a great white shark person . . 
. 
 
PATRICK:  I’m Patrick.  And I’m actually, I’m a realtor here.  I help people buy and sell 
houses.  My wife and I, we moved here a couple of years ago.  Before that I was in the 
Air Force.  So I was in the Air Force for about four years, and that was an excellent 
experience, but ever since then, I’ve really enjoyed traveling.  I didn’t do a lot of 
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traveling in the Air Force, so I’ve taken it upon myself and I’ve seen some pretty 
fantastic places and want to keep doing that.   
 
JOSH:  My name is Josh.  I’m a full-time student at Old Dominion University.  I just 
finished my junior year, played baseball there my freshman and sophomore year.  
Doing Air Force ROTC at UVA, and I’m in the pre-flight program and I’ve already started 
working on my private pilot’s license and got about 15 hours of jet time over at . . .  
 
DANNY:  Battling cancer, flying jets, how do I compete . . . 
 
DOLORES:  I want to change my answer.   
 
DANNY:  My name is Danny.  I’m a manager of a small company here in town that does 
a lot of commercial and residential remodeling, small construction projects.  And I guess 
a unique thing about me is that I’ve been a volunteer firefighter for 26 years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.   
 
WILLIAM: My name is William.  That sounds strange because everybody knows me as 
Sonny.  But I’m retired, been retired for 11 years now, enjoying it.  I work for a major 
insurance company.  And one of the unique things I guess about me, when I tell other 
people this, I was born and raised in Charlottesville. 
 
MAN:  That is extraordinary. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else born and raised in Charlottesville?   
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
DENNIS:  I’m Dennis . . . I work for a . . . we’re general contractors here in town.  I’m a 
project manager estimator.  I guess one of the unique things I’d say I do is I paint, sculpt 
and play congas.   
 
BOB:  At the same time? 
 
DENNIS:  Close.  Sometimes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, here we go.  I’m going to start out, I want you to give me a word 
or a phrase to describe how you feel things in America are going today, a word or 
phrase, Melinda.  A word or phrase to describe how things are going in America today. 
 
MELINDA:  Needs major improvement. 
 
MODERATOR:  Major improvement. 
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MELINDA:  Yeah.   
 
MODERATOR:  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Oh, yeah, declining. 
 
BOB:  Depressing.   
 
DOLORES:  In the toilet. 
 
WILLIAM:  Depressing, concerning. 
 
DANNY:  Divisive. 
 
JOSH:  Sidetracked. 
 
DENNIS:  I’d say iffy.   
 
MODERATOR:  Who else did I miss?  Nola. 
 
NOLA:  Downward yet hopeful. 
 
MONIQUE:  Crazy.   
 
PATRICK:  I’d say there’s been a recent downslide or backslide that we’ve been going 
through. 
 
MODERATOR:  Why does everybody feel this way?  Why do you feel this way, Dorita? 
 
DORITA:  Oh, things are going up, I think. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, you think they’re going up. 
 
DORITA:  I mean, no.  Things have been, the cost of things, I should have . . . sorry, 
gasoline, housing, medical expenses, things like that, so I think there’s more taken out 
of our paycheck and more taken than is being replaced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susan. 
 
SUSAN:  What was the question? 
 
MODERATOR:  Which word . . . 
 
SUSAN:  What word?  I think scary. 
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MODERATOR:  And scary because. 
 
SUSAN:  Because there’s no safety net anymore like there used to be. 
 
MODERATOR:  And what safety net has disappeared? 
 
SUSAN:  I think job security for a lot of people.  I think people once were smarter about 
buying their properties than they are now.  And I think so many people losing their 
houses because they were misinformed when they bought them, sorry about that, but 
when they, you know . . . 
 
PATRICK:  . . . let anybody make a bad decision, yet . . . 
 
SUSAN:  But, you know, people that didn’t put money down on their houses and then 
got these balloon payments and couldn’t make them and then lost their job.  So I think 
people making bad decisions, uneducated decisions. 
 
MODERATOR:  In the toilet? 
 
DOLORES:  I said that.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  Why? 
 
DOLORES:  Well, it seems like, and like Dorita said, that the interest rates are up, the 
gasoline prices are up, and the cost-of-living increases in pay are not being provided.  It 
just seems like people are at a conflict within our nation. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are you thinking, Nola? 
 
NOLA:  Right now it just seems like people have given up, but I think that new 
leadership is going to help, and I think that if people can just realize that it’s, I don’t think 
that it’s going to be like this forever, but it is very scary right now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Josh, what are you thinking?  You’re young and in school and 
looking at things. 
 
JOSH:  I think if one major supply issue could have changed and had the ripple effect 
that it did and hit everything across the board, it was fuel, petroleum products, because I 
mean, they were talking on the news the other night about how it’s even affected 
grocery prices.  And it’s like you wouldn’t normally correlate the two, but, you know, over 
80% of all shipments within the U.S. are by truck drivers, and they’re complaining that 
it’s $1,000 for them to fill up.  And so they just pass the bill along to whoever ends up 
buying that product.  You know, the companies aren’t taking any of that hit at all.   
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MODERATOR:  Danny, what are you thinking? 
 
DANNY:  I think the problem lies in that when you watch our political leaders, they’re 
more interested in bashing one another than offering solutions to the problem.  And I 
think a lot of us just get to a point where we either turn it off or, you know, and it’s, 
there’s no hope.  And, you know, I know that there’s a current candidate that says 
change and all, but what’s going to change.  I mean, I’ve been watching it pretty closely 
for, you know, a number of years now, and I haven’t seen much change. 
 
MODERATOR:  William, what are you seeing from your perspective? 
 
WILLIAM:  The energy cost increases have been major.  There’s no question about 
that.  My wife and I run a ceramics shop here in town, a craft store, and two years ago, I 
could get a load of clay in and the freight would be $600 on it.  Within several months 
after my $600 load, I get another load in and the freight is $1,800.  It’s just been going 
up.  And so it’s not just food and gas.  It’s everything.   

And the thing I’m seeing is that people just don’t have the money.  I guess I look 
around the room here, I guess I’m the oldest old coot in here, and I’ve been through a 
lot of things in the world . . . Jimmy Carter and all that good stuff, but times are just hard.  
There’s no question about it.  I can remember times being hard when I was young, but I 
think times are extremely hard right now.   

And I don’t think our leaders are doing . . . and when I say leader, I’m not 
necessarily referring to the president of this country.  We have, what, 50 senators, 100 
senators, whatever, there’s two apiece, there’s 100, and I don’t know how many . . . 
several hundred, and these guys, it’s just, you know, you do for me and I’ll do for you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, how are you looking from your perspective? 
 
DENNIS:  Well, you know, I hear all this bad news, and I mean, I got out of college in 
1982, and I couldn’t find a job, you know, at all.  There were no help-wanted signs back 
then.  I don’t see it that way, not right now.  I mean, I see stuff like, you know, the, I 
know these are little things, but, you know, the incentive, that economic stimulus, I 
mean, when’s the last time you actually were getting a check from the government for 
$1,500.  Come on.  I’ve never seen one of those.   

You know, people are trying to, like credit, like Kohl’s or, I went, I don’t go 
shopping very often, but I went into Kohl’s this weekend, it’s a half-price sale.  I’m going, 
what?  You know, hey, they’re at least trying to do something, you know, even, you 
know, companies.   

So, you know, I see it, you know, people trying to help, other stimulants, like, you 
know, Lowe’s or Home Depot, when you know you need to, you know, your lawn mower 
breaks down, you know, they’ve got them out there right now where you have no 
interest for six months.  I know that that might not help somebody, you know, but it 
could help some people at least, hey, you know, I can have this right now, but, you 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 7 
 

know, there are decisions that you have to make and go, hold on, now, I know I’m going 
to have to make that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me move from there, if I could, and just ask you, are there things 
that are happening around here that you feel like Washington just has no idea what’s 
going on?  You say, they’re just so out of touch, anything where you say, boy, I feel like 
they’re out of touch?  Anybody, Bob, anything where you say, they don’t understand 
what’s going on the local level? 
 
BOB:  Well, yeah.  I mean, I think just the rising costs that all of us as consumers are 
facing and everything straight across the board . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so we’ve got costs.  I got a lot on that.  What else, though?  
Anything else?  Yes, Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  I think one thing that they seem to be pretty out of touch with is immigration.  
I personally view immigration as a positive thing for our country because the people who 
tend to come to our country for jobs tend to take jobs that I personally, there wasn’t a 
stage in my life that I was looking for those types of jobs.   

And having a pool of people who are willing to do diligent work for a price that 
makes sense so somebody can make a profit, whether it’s running a farm or running a 
factory, that’s something that we need.  I mean, basically every civilization needs to 
have that kind of labor pool.  So I think that it’s a necessary thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, how many others would say immigration is something that 
concerns me, that’s a problem around here?  Hands up.  Almost everybody.  Tell me 
how it’s changed the community, Melinda. 
 
MELINDA:  Well, how can I . . . that’s a big subject.  I believe Americans are completely 
unaware of how hard it is to come here.  It definitely needs to change.  We are not as 
inviting or accepting as we should be.  I looked up immigration today in the dictionary, 
and it says adopted, to adopt, to accept, and people don’t.  And I’m not saying people 
like us.  I mean the people who are making the decisions, who immigrated themselves. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Dolores, tell me what you’re thinking.  How’s it changed the 
community?  What’s . . . 
 
DOLORES:  Well, I think that the immigrants that are working here, they’re getting paid 
next to nothing.  They’re all living in housing that is like ten people in one house.  And I 
don’t think it’s right.  It’s almost like slavery, that they’re getting paid so little and their 
conditions are so poor, and we’re basically using them for, you know, to work for $4, $5 
an hour. 
 
PATRICK:  I would . . .  



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 8 
 

[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
BOB:  . . . I totally disagree . . . 
 
WOMAN:  I disagree, too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Let’s go quickly.  I’m not going to spend a lot of time, but I 
want to hear Monique and I want to hear Bob and I want to hear Josh. 
 
MONIQUE:  Well, they come over here and, I mean, they’re in America where you 
speak English.  I think that it should be mandatory, for one, that they know how to speak 
English. 
 
MAN:  Mm-hum. 
 
MONIQUE:  You go somewhere, they’re talking their language, you don’t know what in 
the world they’re saying.  They could be planning to do something.  You have no idea.  I 
just think that it’s unfair.  Every little convenience store that you find is run by somebody 
from another country.  If I tried to open that store, I wouldn’t be able to. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bob.   
 
BOB:  I think saying that they’re coming over here and we’re paying them cheap labor 
is totally false.  They’re making just as much money in those jobs as anybody else is 
making.  And the people that run the businesses know that, if they’re going to pay these 
guys $4 or $5 an hour . . . they’re an immigrant, they’re over here, they’ll work for that 
much, but they’re paying a native $8 or $9 an hour.  Those immigrants are not going to 
be around there working anymore.   

They’re going to go leave somewhere else because they are hard workers.  They 
are dedicated to their jobs.  And as an employer, you want those qualities.  You’re going 
to pay for those qualities.  You’ve got to pay them the same as you’re paying everybody 
else or you’re not going to have any of them working for you. 
 
MODERATOR:  Josh, what’s your thought? 
 
JOSH:  I know what she’s referring to as far as like seeing people live in mass groups in 
a small area, but you’ve also got to understand that that’s our perspective.  For our 
quality of life, that’s terrible.  From them coming from Mexico, or wherever they’re 
coming from, that’s great.  The fact that you have a roof over your head and you have 
running water and you have electricity and you have a vehicle, that’s living the good life, 
as far as they’re concerned. 
 
MONIQUE:  Yeah, and then we give them food stamps.  I mean, you know, they get 
everything is paid for.  I’m a single mom by choice because I’m divorced.  I’ve never 
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gotten Medicaid, anything for my kids.  You know, we’re paying for them.  I go in the 
grocery store, I have to write my little list to make sure I have enough money to pay for 
it.  But they pull out their little EBT cards. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with Monique, we’ve got problems with immigrants 
and . . . 
 
NOLA:  I think taking advantage of welfare is not an immigration issue. 
 
MONIQUE:  Well, but there are a lot of them, you know, you see the Africans over here, 
they don’t, you know . . . the grocery store . . . 
 
NOLA:  I know, I just think that’s an epidemic, that it transcends racism . . . 
 
DANNY:  I think there’s a big difference between legal immigration, which I’m for, and 
illegal immigration, which I’m against.  If you sneak into the country and you don’t have 
documentation that you’re here and the best you can do is get a $4-an-hour job, well, 
then you kind of got what you bought into. 
 
MONIQUE:  Right. 
 
DANNY:  You made that choice to sneak in.  If I snuck into another country illegally, 
didn’t have papers to work there, and the best job I could get was $4 an hour, well, that 
was a decision I made.  That’s not incumbent on the people that live there to change it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, last quick remark.  I’ve got to move on because we’ve got a lot 
of territory to cover.  Melinda. 
 
MELINDA:  Okay, and this is exactly the difference.  People are so focused on these 
people who are entering illegally, I’m talking about in just general, people coming here, 
filling out of the forms, coming here, paying the high fees, and still years and years and 
years and not being accepted, being denied. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Last word on the subject . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  But you can’t go to their country.  You know, a lot of those countries we 
couldn’t go to . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  As I said, Monique, the last word on the subject.  We’ll move right 
along.  Okay.  Give me a word or phrase to describe your opinion of George Bush as 
president.  A word or phrase, Danny. 
 
DANNY:  Disappointing. 
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DORITA:  That was my word, too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Disappointing. 
 
DORITA:  Exact word.  I’m thinking, okay, yes.  I was expecting more.   
 
SUSAN:  Well, I don’t like to be disrespectful of the president, but I think he’s worthless. 
 
NOLA:  Not surprising. 
 
BOB:  Misleading. 
 
MONIQUE:  Awful. 
 
DOLORES:  Can a toilet brush go with a toilet . . . I don’t want to be disrespectful either.  
I’m going to say scary.   
 
DENNIS:  I just say he’s in a difficult position. 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he’s very gullible. 
 
JOSH:  Solitary.   
 
PATRICK:  Warmonger. 
 
MELINDA:  I don’t know.  I don’t know what to say.  I don’t have one word.  All I know is 
I wouldn’t want to be in his shoes. 
 
MODERATOR:  If George Bush could run for a third term, how many of you would vote 
for him?  Raise your hands.  If George Bush could run for a third term, how many of you 
would vote for him? 
 
DANNY:  Given our current choices?   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  We’ve got one.  William, are you going to raise your hand? 
 
WILLIAM:  Yeah, I would vote for him, as Danny said, given the choices.  I think you’ve 
got to expand your statement a little bit as to who he would run against. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  So I’ve got two people.  The rest of you say couldn’t vote for 
him, okay.  
 
WILLIAM:  . . .  
 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 11 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay.  And when you think of the Bush presidency, what decision, 
action best encapsulates or captures his presidency?  Choose anything that you think of 
which said, when I think of he Bush presidency, this is what comes to my mind. 
 
PATRICK:  The war in Iraq . . . 
 
NOLA:  Iraq . . . 
 
DORITA:  Yeah . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree? 
 
DANNY:  I would say . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  War in Iraq, how many agree with that?  Okay, a lot.  Okay, go ahead, 
Danny. 
 
DANNY:  What I would say is his unwillingness to have the cahoonas to come out and 
state what the situation is and kind of take hold of the situation.  I think he’s been, I think 
he’s been a pansy on a lot of issues, and he’s let, he’s taken a lot of abuse that I don’t 
think was warranted. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And Dennis, what did you want to say? 
 
DENNIS:  I didn’t want to say anything. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because? 
 
DENNIS:  Just don’t feel like it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s fair, too.  And in terms of Iraq, good, bad or indifferent?  If 
this best captures his presidency, what are you thinking?  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Not good.   
 
MODERATOR:  Why not good? 
 
DORITA:  I think it’s gone on too long and we got in a situation we probably cannot win. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nola. 
 
NOLA:  Bad. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because? 
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NOLA:  I don’t even, I’ve kind of given up on Iraq.  I just don’t, it’s gone, it’s just spiraled 
out of control with no backup, no reasoning, no logic, no, no educational support.  
There’s just nothing that’s made it worthwhile. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bob. 
 
BOB:  I keep getting reminded, I think it was just recently, where it was the five-year 
anniversary of his mission accomplished, five years ago.  We’re still there.  I’m not quite 
sure what mission we accomplished. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  William. 
 
WILLIAM:  The Iraq war, it’s been, it’s total . . . I think, and I just don’t think he’s trusted 
his military leaders.  I think if he had listened to them rather than to the politicians, he 
would have been a whole lot better off.   
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, you got a thought on that? 
 
DENNIS:  I just say he’s indecisive.  You know, when he said I’m going to pull them out 
at this time, you know, make that decision.  Stick by it, good, bad or indifferent.   
 
MODERATOR:  Danny, what are your thoughts about the president and Iraq? 
 
DANNY:  I think he’s done the right thing in the fact that we’ve, we started something 
and we have to see it through, just from a humanitarian effort of looking out for the 
people that are citizens there, because if we do withdraw and we leave the country 
unstable, then it’s going to turn into a Somalia or it’s going to turn into a Bosnia.   

And then we’re going to be talking humanitarian aid instead of being there 
militarily.  We’ll be shipping billions of dollars worth of food and medical supplies, and 
then the press and the other party will be screaming and yelling that he made a bad 
decision, he pulled out too early and look how many people died.  I don’t think he’s in a 
winnable situation.   

He’s in a no-win situation because of the press, and they’re using it to beat him 
up every day.  And I think when everyone turns on the news every night, they hear how 
stupid he is and how the war has dragged on and blah, blah, blah, and then people that, 
in my opinion, aren’t overly educated on it just develop this mentality of, you know, that 
it’s evil, rotten and, you know, the man’s Satan, and I just don’t see it that way. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, go ahead real quick, Josh. 
 
JOSH:  I was going to say, despite your military history, when you become president of 
the United States, you are commander in chief, and being that as it is, you have a moral 
obligation to defend people that can’t defend themselves.  There are, despite what you 
may see in the media, I have several friends that are over there now, some of them who 
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have been killed in action, they’ve liberated a lot of people and done a lot of good things 
that I know about that, if you don’t have anybody in the military, you know you would not 
know about, because like Operation Soccer Ball is a great example.   

Insurgents gave children, Iraqi children, fake guns, trying to get them shot by the 
U.S. military.  The U.S. military asked people to volunteer soccer balls here in the 
United States.  We sent them over there.  We traded children’s soccer balls for the fake 
guns to get them off the streets so they didn’t get shot.  You don’t know about that.  I 
mean, 150,000 soccer balls were sent there, and no one says anything on the media.   

And we are doing a lot more than just going over there and causing war.  We’re 
trying to liberate people that want to vote.  Actually I think, was it six months ago, there 
were people that voted for the first time in four generations.  Four generations, they 
have a say.  They can make their own laws and elect people that they want to represent 
their country, not these insurgents who actually make up about 12% of the population.  
Those people aren’t the bulk of what Iraq stands for.   

But I really blame a lot of distrust in Bush on the media, because they don’t tell 
the entire story.  They don’t tell all sides of it, and so they, it makes him look bad, like 
we’re over there being bullies, and that’s not what we’re doing at all.   
 
NOLA:  Well, I think you can know a lot of that and still not agree with the way that he’s 
handled the situation.  I don’t know if it’s, I mean, I totally agree with you.  The media, 
yes, it’s out of control, but I think that you can still know that and still not see a plan for 
how this is all going to pan out and how, just how we got in there and how it’s going to 
come to a closure at any point . . . 
 
DANNY:  But there was no grand plan in World War II up until the end of the war, and 
then there was a plan for the reconstruction of the different countries and how they were 
affected. 
 
SUSAN:  We didn’t have a choice in World War II . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  I know when we’re going back to World War II, we’re off my agenda. 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
SUSAN:  . . . but we had a choice with Iraq and we went and invaded a country . . . 
 
DENNIS:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . well, I tried, Dennis.  I’m working on it.  Okay.  Here’s the question.  
Write down a number between zero and ten in terms of how much attention you’re 
paying to the 2008 presidential election, just up to now.  Okay.  Number? 
 
DOLORES:  Four. 
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MONIQUE:  Seven. 
 
BOB:  Seven. 
 
NOLA:  Seven. 
 
DORITA:  Six. 
 
SUSAN:  Five. 
 
MELINDA:  Nine. 
 
PATRICK:  Four. 
 
JOSH:  Six.   
 
DANNY:  Eight. 
 
WILLIAM:  Four. 
 
DENNIS:  Seven. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, five and less, raise your hand.  Okay, we’ve got one, two, three, 
four people who put that.  I’m not paying as much attention because?   
 
DOLORES:  Been too busy.  
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  I’m not paying too much attention because? 
 
SUSAN:  I don’t know.   
 
PATRICK:  I, well, one thing, I’ve actually deliberately stopped watching the news 
because, like Josh was saying, that there’s just a disproportionate amount of bad news 
shoveled through your TV and newspaper every day, and I would just rather focus on 
the things that are important to me.  But . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . yeah. 
 
PATRICK:  Going on with that, I just, you know, it was kind of too early for me to really 
need a strong opinion of the candidates, and I’m just kind of waiting for it to pan out 
before I really see what happens. 
 
MODERATOR:  And who else was, were you?  Yeah, go ahead.  You were a four, 
William. 
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WILLIAM:  I’m just, I’ve just gotten fed up with the whole political process that we have 
in this country, the millions of dollars that Obama and Clinton have spent, it’s just 
unfathomable, really. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yep, okay.  Good.  Okay, let me ask something else.  I said all of you 
are independents.  Why are you an independent?  I’m an independent, Dorita, 
because? 
 
DORITA:  Oh, well, because I haven’t really made up my mind exactly who I want.  I 
haven’t heard enough about McCain yet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but that, but your political, you say you’re an independent rather 
than a Democrat or a Republican.  How long have you been an independent? 
 
DORITA:  Gosh, all, for, oh, for years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, and I’m an independent because? 
 
DORITA:  Because I guess I don’t lean one way, I’m not a conservative and I’m not, you 
know, liberal that much, so I kind of, I know it sounds like copping out by not, I’m 
sounding middle of the road a little bit, but I just have to, it takes me a longer time to 
make up my mind, and I want to hear a little more from one candidate that we haven’t 
heard from. 
 
MODERATOR:  Bob, why are you an independent? 
 
BOB:  I like certain things that the Democrats bring up.  I like certain things the 
Republicans bring up.  But I don’t like everything straight across the board. 
 
MODERATOR:  Monique, why are you an independent? 
 
MONIQUE:  I agree with Bob, because I don’t like everything across the . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  I’m an independent . . . 
 
DANNY:  I don’t see much difference between the parties.   
 
MODERATOR:  That’s Danny.  Okay, anybody else? 
 
DENNIS:  Politics have never interested me. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many of you agree with that, politics has never interested me?  
Hands up with Dennis if you agree with that.  I’ve got three people, Dolores, Monique 
and Dennis.  Okay, good.  And Patrick, you’re an independent because? 
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PATRICK:  Well, it’s basically the same thing as we already heard.  I basically, I like to 
have, I like to make decisions based on current events and based on a politician’s plan 
to do something about what I feel is important at the time.   

I think that just dividing a line and saying, okay, well, listen, all the people over 
here, you’re always going to vote for this team, and on this side of the line, all you guys 
are always going to vote for that team, I think it’s a pretty ridiculous way of deciding how 
to run a country, you know.  Well, I’m going to vote this way because my dad voted that 
way and Grandpa voted, nah, that’s no good. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Write down any two things that you remember from this 
campaign so far, anything that you remember.  Any two things, write it down on your 
piece of paper, any two things that you remember from this campaign for president so 
far.  It could be on anything, any candidate, either party, anything that you remember, 
here are the two things I remember about this campaign so far.  It doesn’t have to be 
the two most important things, just here are two things that I remember.  Okay, Nola, 
what did you write? 
 
NOLA:  I wrote the two things that the media latched onto, Reverend Wright and Hillary 
crying. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Bob. 
 
BOB:  Yeah, the Reverend Wright controversy, and I guess both Hillary and Senator 
Clinton, or McCain both wanting to repeal the federal tax on gasoline for the summer 
months. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Monique. 
 
MONIQUE:  The same thing, the Reverend, Obama’s reverend, and also, Clinton and 
Obama, it’s basically they’re fighting against each other. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Dolores. 
 
DOLORES:  The amount of money raised by each candidate, and the word change. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah, the money raised, how much that was, and then how back and forth, 
you know, Obama and Clinton . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  William. 
 
WILLIAM:  Reverend Wright and the money. 
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MODERATOR:  Danny. 
 
DANNY:  Reverend Wright and how the media has like turned on Bill Clinton, who used 
to be their darling . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Josh. 
 
JOSH:  Hillary’s repeal offer for taxes on gas, and Obama’s comment against the blue-
collar workers, about being bitter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  Just kind of the flip-flopping that each of the candidates have done.  They 
just always seem to be . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And? 
 
PATRICK:  And that Hillary . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda. 
 
MELINDA:  Michelle Obama is not proud of, has not been proud of America until now, 
and Reverend Wright. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Susan. 
 
SUSAN:  Well, the one thing was when the Law & Order guy, you know, the 
Tennessee, the senator from Tennessee decided to quit TV and run for president.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, that’s one thing.   
 
SUSAN:  And how is it that the Republicans always get their guy real early in the 
campaign and the Democrats are always fighting until the end.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  And Dorita, did I . . . 
 
DORITA:  Yes, money raised for the candidates and Reverend Wright. 
 
MODERATOR:  How did the Reverend Wright affect people?  What do you think?  
Okay, you all raised it . . . 
 
MELINDA:  It’s scary.   
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MODERATOR:  Scary, says Melinda.  Didn’t affect Dolores.  What are others thinking, 
all of you who said Wright? 
 
BOB:  I guess Obama’s, you know, catchphrase is change, but it also means that he 
changed his mind about Reverend Wright because at first he was very much defending 
the man, but then after he saw that public opinion was going against Reverend Wright, 
all of a sudden now it’s like, oh, yeah, he’s a bad person.  
 
MODERATOR:  And so what does that tell you? 
 
DANNY:  That he’s a politician. 
 
BOB:  Yeah.  Exactly.  It’s, you know, he’s appealing to the masses at that given time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Monique, you mentioned Reverend Wright. 
 
MONIQUE:  I did. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  What did you think? 
 
MONIQUE:  It gave you, it made you think a little more in terms of Obama after hearing 
Reverend Wright and then, you know, the Tonight Show, they made all these little jokes, 
so it’s kind of, it has you wondering.   
 
MODERATOR:  Who else mentioned Reverend Wright?  Danny, what are you thinking? 
 
DANNY:  I think it was just kind of shocking to me that a presidential candidate would 
be attending a church that had a reverend who was using the Lord’s name in vain on 
Sunday and then, you know, had such hateful things to say about the country that gave 
him the freedom to say those things.  And it just made me wonder why he sat there, 
how he could sit there listening to that and then want to try to run for president.  I just 
felt like it was a very poor decision on his part. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Susan, thoughts. 
 
SUSAN:  I don’t know anything about reverends and I’ve been to church one time in my 
life, so being Jewish and having a stepfather as a rabbi, he was very good on the pulpit, 
but he cussed like a sailor when he got mad.  So, I mean, you know, I think the guy 
decided that was his platform, and he was going to ride the coattails of Obama and 
thought he was going to be successful at it, and he wasn’t. 
 
WILLIAM:  A little lady called in to one of the talk radio shows right after all that, and 
she said, you know, I can’t help but believe that, in my case, I attended the same church 
for 60 years, and in that time, the philosophy of the many ministers and of that church, I 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 19 
 

have accepted them, incorporated them into my way of life, and I can’t help but feel that 
Obama has to have accepted some of and incorporated some of Reverend Wright’s . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  The rhetoric, yeah.  How many agree with that, that he must have, hold 
it.  Let me get the hands up.  Okay, most everybody agrees with that, about ten of you.  
And so what does that say to you about Barack Obama? 
 
MONIQUE:  It leaves you wondering.   
 
MODERATOR:  It leaves you wondering, says Monique. 
 
MONIQUE:  Yeah, with the Pledge of Allegiance, he claimed he didn’t hear it.  
Something he said when they, he didn’t put his hand, you know, he said he didn’t hear it 
or something.  I said that right there . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  I just guess I think, well, I’m concerned that Obama would go to him for 
advice if he was elected president and take maybe Reverend Wright’s advice on issues, 
and that’s a concern of mine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Josh. 
 
JOSH:  From my standpoint, I’d rather have someone in a position of the presidency 
that did nothing than someone that I just, I’m nervous about them being there as in 
they’re representing our country and could possibly get us involved or say something or 
the world looks at us completely differently with a lack of respect or something because 
of he’s the face of our country.  And I, I mean, so I just get red flags with him a lot.  So I 
just . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  You get red flags with him a lot, okay. 
 
JOSH:  I don’t feel comfortable . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  That’s Josh.  Dolores. 
 
DOLORES:  He’s easily influenced. 
 
MODERATOR:  Easily influenced, okay.  Good.  Others.  Dennis, you want to add in 
anything?  Okay, Dennis will tell us when he’s ready to . . . okay . . . 
 
SUSAN:  I think he’s inexperienced.  That’s the only thing that bothers me about him.  I 
think he’s inexperienced. 
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DOLORES:  He’s a good speaker.  
 
SUSAN:  He’s an excellent speaker, and he has potential, but I don’t think he’s got 
enough experience to . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  If you ever listen to Martin Luther King and then listen to Obama, it’s a 
soundtrack. 
 
MONIQUE:  He’s memorized it, yeah. 
 
WILLIAM:  The phrasing, it’s exact.  I mean, just shut your eyes and listen. 
 
MONIQUE:  And don’t look at the face. 
 
MAN:  That’s right. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Anybody else?  And . . . 
 
SUSAN:  I’m not sure that’s a bad thing.  Martin Luther King did great things for this 
country. 
 
MELINDA:  I don’t think nobody’s saying it’s bad. 
 
SUSAN:  No, I just don’t . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  . . . King did anything that wasn’t good.  I’m just saying that he has phrased 
his speech patterns to copy.  Same thing happened after Kennedy was assassinated.  
Everybody wanted to talk like Mr. Kennedy . . .  
 
MELINDA:  They just need to be who they are and not be afraid, win or lose, this is who 
I am, accept me or don’t. 
 
PATRICK:  All politicians have to be actors in one way or another.  I mean, they have to 
appeal to an audience.  I mean, you can’t just go up there and not try to win people’s 
feelings and hearts and so on and so forth.  So I mean, you’ve got to hand it to him.  I 
mean, all of them, I mean, they have to change people’s opinions and have to attract 
them to themselves.  I mean . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me switch and just ask you one other thing.  We’re down to sort of 
three major candidates at this stage, Clinton, Obama and McCain.  First of all, did 
anybody have somebody else who was running this year and you say, oh, I wish he’d 
won or I wish he had been one of the nominees?  Does anybody have somebody where 
you say, yeah, the field was a lot better with this person?  Did anybody have somebody 
that was a hope or desire on your part?  Yeah. 
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MELINDA:  Huckabee. 
 
MODERATOR:  Huckabee, okay.  Good.  Anybody else have anybody that was a hope 
or desire on your part? 
 
DANNY:  I was hoping Huckabee would do well. 
 
MODERATOR:  And that was Melinda, by the way, and Danny also a Huckabee . . .  
 
DANNY:  Or gosh, now I forgot his name. 
 
DOLORES:  Ed, Edward . . . 
 
DANNY:  No, Romney, just simply because he’s, I think he’s one of the few that 
understands economics. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Okay, so that’s, but nobody else.  There’s not a groundswell for 
somebody else who’s gone.  Okay, good.  Let me, I mean, the Democratic field is down 
to two people.  I want your just very quick reaction, as quick as you can give it to me, 
that you find out Hillary Clinton has won the nomination, your reaction is? 
 
DENNIS:  I wouldn’t vote for her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Quick reaction. 
 
WILLIAM:  Better than Obama. 
 
DANNY:  Wouldn’t surprise me. 
 
JOSH:  Better than Obama. 
 
PATRICK:  I’ll take her. 
 
MELINDA:  Fine with me. 
 
SUSAN:  That was my choice. 
 
DORITA:  I’m going for McCain.  Is that what your question . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But your reaction, just quickly, if . . . 
 
DORITA:  Hillary . . . oh, I guess, okay, I’ll go, I mean, she’s fine.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Nola. 
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NOLA:  Eek. 
 
MODERATOR:  Eek, okay.  Bob. 
 
BOB:  I’d want to know exactly where she stands on a lot of issues. 
 
MONIQUE:  It’s all over. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dolores. 
 
DOLORES:  A female president. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama wins the nomination, you find that out.  Dorita’s reaction is? 
 
DORITA:  Wait a minute.  Okay, if he gets the nominations, oh, I’m not going to be 
voting.   
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, I’m going to have to make a big decision. 
 
MELINDA:  He would need to pinpoint more his true beliefs. 
 
PATRICK:  I would definitely, I’d have to look into both candidates a lot harder. 
 
JOSH:  I would be worried. 
 
DANNY:  I think he would get beat in a landslide. 
 
WILLIAM:  I don’t know.  It would scare me. 
 
DENNIS:  I would probably read more about it. 
 
DOLORES:  I’d be scared. 
 
MONIQUE:  In all honesty, assassination.   
 
BOB:  I think McCain would win.   
 
MONIQUE:  No, not from me, but I’m just saying . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
NOLA:  I’d just need to start doing some more research. 
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  And let’s go around, and we know that you’ve already stated on 
the phone and told us, the election is between McCain and Obama.  The election is 
today.  How would you vote?   
 
DOLORES:  McCain. 
 
MONIQUE:  Obama. 
 
BOB:  Obama. 
 
NOLA:  Obama. 
 
DORITA:  McCain. 
 
SUSAN:  Obama. 
 
MELINDA:  I guess with just what I know and I’m still not satisfied, I’d have to still lean 
towards McCain. 
 
PATRICK:  Obama. 
 
JOSH:  McCain. 
 
DANNY:  McCain. 
 
WILLIAM:  McCain. 
 
DENNIS:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Perfect.  We’re nice and evenly divided.  Oh, you guys are 
great. 
 
DOLORES:  So you knew that before we came in here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, well, we knew something.  What’s your level of enthusiasm 
about this election, high, medium, low?  I mean, you know, everybody says, you know, 
it’s a big election, etc.  How do you feel? 
 
DENNIS:  Medium, but that’s high for me.  I believe . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
SUSAN:  This is the artist talking . . .  
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MODERATOR:  . . . Dennis would talk when he had . . . okay, how many say I’m 
enthusiastic, I’m high on this election, this election excites me? 
 
SUSAN:  I would say that at the beginning of the election, but it’s gone on for so long. 
 
MELINDA:  . . . it’s dwindling . . . 
 
SUSAN:  . . . it feels like it’s years that we’ve been, they’ve been campaigning, you 
know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so Susan says it’s dwindling . . .  
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, too long . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda agrees.  What are you thinking, Nola? 
 
NOLA:  I’m up there . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  You’re up there.  How many others are with Nola?  Let’s see the hands 
up.  Nola is saying . . . 
 
PATRICK:  I’m about like an eight, seven. 
 
NOLA:  Yeah. 
 
DOLORES:  Five. 
 
MONIQUE:  Five. 
 
MAN:  I’m a four.   
 
DORITA:  Six . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me why this election doesn’t excite you.   
 
MONIQUE:  It’s gotten out of hand. 
 
DANNY:  I just think it’s gone on so long and, once again, I just don’t see much 
difference in the candidates.  I think they all kind of say the same thing . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  Tell the same lies. 
 

DANNY:  . . . so to me, they’re all saying the same thing, so what’s to get excited about.   
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MODERATOR:  Okay.  Yep, Josh. 
 
JOSH:  Everyone I’ve talked to, it’s not like I really want them to win.  It’s like I hate 
them the least, like . . .  
 
DOLORES:  . . . yeah . . . 
 
JOSH:  It’s like you’re picking the lesser of two evils for everybody rather than like . . . 
 
MELINDA:  Exactly. 
 
PATRICK:  And that’s like every election that I’ve seen, it’s always felt like that. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so this is not an exciting election to you, to any of you? 
 
DENNIS:  It takes too long . . . you know, there are other things that could be happening 
right now, you know, in the federal government.  I’ve gone down to . . . to do community 
service, build, with the Building Goodness Foundation to build a community center for a 
place that is still ravaged to this day.   

And when we were coming back, you know, it was all volunteers, you see, I don’t 
know how many of those federal, you know, trailers sitting there, I mean, thousands 
upon thousands.  Someone could be living in those, even though it’s not against, it’s 
against the rules not to have them hook up the sewer . . . what was even more ironic, 
there was an RV sales place right across the street. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’ll have to deal with that tomorrow night.  We’ll have a whole one of 
those.  Tell me, and let me go around just very quickly.  I’m going to start with Dolores 
and we’ll go around.  I’m for McCain because.  And . . .  
 
DOLORES:   I’m not. 
 
MODERATOR:  I thought you said you were for McCain. 
 
DOLORES:  Oh, in this situation.  Okay.  Wisdom.   
 
MODERATOR:  I’m for McCain because? 
 
DOLORES:  He has wisdom. 
 
MODERATOR:  He has wisdom.  Monique is for Obama because? 
 
MONIQUE:  Because, in all honesty, I’d like to see an African American president. 
 

MODERATOR:  Good.  Bob, you’re for Obama because. 
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BOB:  Just change from the same old same old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Nola, you’re for Obama because. 
 
NOLA:  He represents the closest thing to change that I can see. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dorita, I’m for McCain because. 
 
DORITA:  Well, I think he has military knowledge. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Susan, I’m for Obama because. 
 
SUSAN:  Because he’s not McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda, I’m for McCain because. 
 
MELINDA:  His military experience.  He seems to be through and through a true 
American.   
 
MODERATOR:  Patrick, I’m for Obama because. 
 
PATRICK:  Because he seems very enthusiastic about getting the country going in a 
new direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  Josh, I’m for McCain because. 
 
JOSH:  Because in my eyes, the president’s first and biggest priority is national 
security, and he is the commander in chief.  So someone with military experience, I 
think that takes more of a head role than because they want to change things, because 
that’s the most important thing to me. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Danny. 
 
DANNY:  Yeah, national security and understanding of the military. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  William. 
 
WILLIAM:  Same, national security and military. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  And Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  I’m just thinking youth. 
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MODERATOR:  And youth because? 
 
DENNIS:  Well, you know, with that comes enthusiasm.  That’s a hard job.  I would not 
want to be president.  I mean, that’s a 24/7, no sleep, you know. 
 
MONIQUE:  And you’re not paid that much. 
 
DANNY:  Don’t screw up. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, let me turn it around now.  We also have you vote.  The choice 
is between Hillary Clinton and John McCain, how are you voting?   
 
DENNIS:  I would vote for McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  Obama and McCain, okay.   
 
WILLIAM:  McCain.   
 
DANNY:  Hillary and McCain?  Probably still McCain but not as, yeah, not as definitive, 
I guess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Josh. 
 
JOSH:  McCain. 
 
PATRICK:  Clinton. 
 
MELINDA:  I suppose, in this moment, McCain.   
 
SUSAN:  Clinton.   
 
DORITA:  McCain. 
 
NOLA:  I don’t know.  Clinton, I guess.   
 
BOB:  Leaning towards Hillary.   
 
MONIQUE:  Neither. 
 
DOLORES:  Clinton. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Interesting talking to four people.  Dolores, you’re for McCain 
against Obama and for Clinton against McCain.  Here’s why.  Explain the vote to me. 
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DOLORES:  I like Hillary’s, her position on healthcare. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good. 
 
DOLORES:  But I like McCain’s military experience and his wisdom.  I would like to see 
a woman be president.  I know that her husband has experience also and she could 
learn from some of the things he did.  I don’t know that much about McCain to talk about 
. . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  I’m interested in Danny.  Danny, you were pretty definitive 
for McCain against Obama, but then I throw Hillary Clinton and you start to, ooh, closer 
call.  What’s going on on Danny’s mind? 
 
DANNY:  I think Hillary would be more sensible when it comes to dealing with the Iraq 
war and the fact that, whether people like it or not, we’re going to be there for years to 
come.  I don’t think she’s going to make a rash decision to just kind of pull everyone out 
and leave the poor people of Iraq defenseless.   
 
MODERATOR:  And when I know it’s McCain and Obama, it’s an easy choice for me 
because? 
 
DANNY:  Because I think Obama would be quick to please the people that he felt got 
him there and one of the, probably the first things he would do is start immediately 
pulling people out of Iraq, and I think it would be a huge mistake to the stability of the 
Middle East, because I don’t think he under, I don’t think he has a true understanding of 
the politics of the Middle East. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda, you were McCain and then the second time around, like 
Danny, you said, ooh, came up to the line and . . . 
 
MELINDA:  Well, from a mother’s perspective, I was thinking, you know, my son is 
certainly worth more than dying for those people.  Sorry, it’s the truth.  I wouldn’t give 
him up for those people. 
 
MODERATOR:  And the reason . . . 
 
MELINDA:  But I don’t know if she would really do what I expect her to do.  McCain has 
been across enemy lines.  He has suffered.  I think he would have a better idea of what 
these men and women go through over there. 
 
MODERATOR:  And let me come back around.  But you had a pretty easy time making 
up your mind if it was McCain and Obama and had a harder time making up your mind 
with Hillary. 
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MELINDA:  Obama, his, I just really feel like that he is a people pleaser and not a 
people pleaser as in the Americans, but the people who don’t necessarily need to be 
pleased, the other, the enemies, if you will.  I don’t know.  I’m just not real positive on 
that. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Nola, you were clearly for Obama, and then when it came up to 
Hillary Clinton, before you said eek, and tell me what’s going on in your mind. 
 
NOLA:  I honestly just do not like her.  I just find her to be an unlikable person, and 
that’s not who I want to be president. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why do you find her unlikable? 
 
NOLA:  I just don’t like her.  And I also, I hear the things that she says and they don’t 
jive with me, like her healthcare plan to me, I hear it and it’s like it sounds great but it 
sounds like it’s something she just whipped out without thinking about the economic 
ramifications of universal healthcare, or, you know, whatever, I’m just like, what, where 
did that come from. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And Monique, you were ready to go for Obama with ease, and 
then it became neither if it were the choice. 
 
MONIQUE:  Because I don’t like Hillary Clinton either. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I don’t like Hillary Clinton because? 
 
MONIQUE:  The things that she say I honestly do not believe.  It’s like her husband is 
writing it down for her, telling her what to say.   
 
NOLA:  But see, I like Bill Clinton.  That’s the thing. 
 
MONIQUE:  Well, I liked him.  With her, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  Tell me one other thing, and that is, should Barack Obama select 
Hillary Clinton as a running mate.  Should Barack Obama select Hillary Clinton as a 
running mate?  How many say yes?  You’re supposed to raise your hands if the word 
was yes.  Does anybody agree?  So why not?  Essentially, Bob, you vote for Obama 
and Clinton.  Why not as the running mate, Hillary Clinton? 
 
BOB:  I don’t know.  I mean, I don’t really know who else, you know, he’s considering 
as a running mate. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but you didn’t raise your hand . . . 
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BOB:  No.  I mean, you know . . . still thinking about it.  If anything, it would unite the 
Democrats as a whole, if both of those candidates were on the ticket together, but I 
don’t know if that’s really a good thing. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but just give me your reaction, you know, your reaction, I mean, 
if I said should we put vanilla and strawberry together or pistachio and rum raisin, you 
say, no, that’s a bad combination.  Is this a good combination of people to put together? 
 
BOB:  No.  I think that he would be better off choosing somebody else. 
 
MODERATOR:  Because. 
 
BOB:  It would further clarify his position on true change in the leadership. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susan, reaction. 
 
SUSAN:  I think it’d be like oil and vinegar.  They’ve been fighting all this time, then all 
of a sudden they would . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . oil and vinegar . . . okay, go ahead. 
 
SUSAN:  But it just doesn’t, it doesn’t make sense to me because they’ve been fighting. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Quick reaction. 
 
PATRICK:  Yeah, I basically have the same feelings, that the people, as long as they’ve 
been fighting and throwing stones at one another, it would be almost uncomfortable to 
watch them work together. 
 
MODERATOR:  And one other question I’m interested in is, of the three candidates, if 
they had to negotiate with Putin, who do you think would be the best at negotiating with 
Putin?  Write it down on your piece of paper.  Putin had, well, at this stage, prime 
minister, I think, of Russia, no longer the president, and who would you choose?  Would 
you be happier with Clinton, would you be happier with McCain or with Obama?   

Who would you most like, if you had to have a negotiation over something that 
was important, doesn’t have to be military, I could be economic, who do you think would 
get the best deal for America?  The three of them, write down your answer.   
 
SUSAN:  Boy, that’s a hard one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Who could best negotiate?  How many say McCain?  I got one, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven, okay, almost everybody.  What did you write down? 
 
MONIQUE:  None. 
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PATRICK:  . . . for Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else write down anything besides that?  Okay.  If the ultimate 
goal is for America to regain the prestige that it has lost in the world, which of the three 
candidates would be best at that?  Regaining prestige, so other countries would think 
better of the United States than we’re thought of today.  Write down whether it would be 
Clinton, McCain or Obama.  Did you write something down? 
 
DANNY: No, because I don’t agree with the premise of the question.   
 
MODERATOR:  I can understand.  That’s fair.   
 
DOLORES:  I don’t know.   
 
MODERATOR:  How many wrote down McCain?  One, two, three, four.  How many 
wrote down Clinton?  Two.  How many wrote down Obama?  Two.  And the rest, okay.  
Let me move on and ask, if the Democrats win the election, what’s your biggest 
concern?  Biggest, no, you don’t have to write it down.  What’s your greatest concern, 
Melinda, if the Democrats win the election? 
 
MELINDA:  Taxing me even more. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Bob, what’s your greatest concern? 
 
BOB:  Yeah, fear an increase in taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Dolores, what’s your greatest concern if the Democrats . . . 
 
DOLORES:  I’m going to agree . . . taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else got something?   
 
DANNY:  My greatest fear is the government taking over healthcare, because I haven’t 
seen anything that they do well yet. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  And that’s Danny.  Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  I’m concerned about them over-expanding welfare programs and socializing 
. . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Josh, anything you’re . . . 
 
JOSH:  National security. 
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MODERATOR:  That they would not be as strong or as diligent in that area? 
 
JOSH:  Yeah, incapable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else got something fearful of the Democrats?  Anybody got 
something if the Republicans win the election?  Any uncertainties or concerns?   
 
MELINDA:  Too many idealists.   
 
MODERATOR:  In the Republican Party? 
 
MELINDA:  Well, in the sense that they don’t, they make, I believe that sometimes they 
make judgments and decisions without thinking about being in that person’s shoes, too 
much of above and . . . 
 
NOLA:  No empathy. 
 
MELINDA:  Yes, exactly. 
 
NOLA:  I said no empathy.   
 
MODERATOR:  No empathy.  Okay, good.  Who else? 
 
DOLORES:  . . . at war longer than we need to be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Be in war longer. 
 
DANNY:  I think my concern with McCain, if we’re speaking specifically about McCain 
winning instead of just a Republican . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How about Republicans? 
 
DANNY:  I mean, specifically if McCain wins the presidency, I think that he’s too much 
of a, he’s too interested in people liking him, so he won’t make tough decisions if he 
feels like it won’t be popular. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s Danny. 
 
NOLA:  McCain?  McCain? 
 
DANNY:  Yeah.  Like McCain . . . McCain-Feingold, different things that he’s done in 
the past make me believe that he’s more of a, I want people to like me instead of having 
principles and standing . . . 
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MODERATOR:  William, what concerns you if the Republicans win? 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m just fearful . . . for either one of them.  I’m just greatly concerned about 
the taxes and the energy costs, whichever way.  Somebody has got to bring those 
things into control, and I don’t know that any of them . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Oh, I was going to say I’m concerned about more taxes, there being more tax 
than not having any, you know, more income coming in . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Is that with the Republicans . . . 
 
DORITA:  Of the Republicans.  And then national security. 
 
MODERATOR:  For the Democrats or also for the Republicans? 
 
DORITA:  Republicans, too. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  And when you say national security? 
 
DORITA:  Keeping, hoping we don’t have any more terrorist attacks and protecting our 
country a little more and making sure that, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else?  Yeah, Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  My concern with having the Republicans continuing to run the presidency, 
running the White House is actually related to homeland security and that I feel like 
we’ve gone out and just basically kicked a bunch of beehives, and I think we need 
somebody to kind of re-stabilize our foreign relationships and kind of make almost pull 
back and kind of make America a little more isolated than we are now.  I think we’re 
overextending.  We’ve got our finger in too many pies. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree with that, we’re overextended, we’ve got our fingers 
in too many pies?  How many, hands up on that.  I got Dennis, I got Patrick, I got 
William, I got Melinda.  And so what does that mean if you say that?  What does that 
mean when you raise your hand, William? 
 
WILLIAM:  Well, I think it’s, a lot of it is the American way of caring.  We care for 
everybody.  We want to help wherever we can.  And we’ll do whatever it is that we can 
to help . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis, what does it mean to you when we’re overextended? 
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DENNIS:  I agree with that.  What I wonder sometimes is, you know, we need to take 
care of more stuff here in the United States.  When I see some commercials on TV, like, 
you know, can you adopt this kid over here, I am wondering really, over in Europe, is 
there someone in France, are they running the same kind of thing?  Are they running it 
in China?  Or are they running it, you know, I know we’re going over to China.   

I know we’re going to, and I’ve been to Haiti to do work on medical place.  I don’t 
see anybody else over there, and, you know, they’re speaking French.  I don’t see any 
Frenchmen over there helping build their buildings.  I mean, the UN was a small part of 
it, but I wonder if anybody besides the United States goes and helps all these other 
countries.   
 
MODERATOR:  Dolores, what are you thinking? 
 
DOLORES:  I think that we’re overextended as far as the war and we’re spending 
billions of dollars.  And that money could help us take care of the Americans.  
 
MODERATOR:  I’m going to switch gears now.  We’re going to go to the lightning 
round, okay?  Very quickly, I’m going to give you a word or a, I’m going to give you an 
individual’s name.  I want you to give me a word or a phrase to describe your feelings 
about that person.  So I don’t want you to describe them.  I want you to give me your 
feelings about them.  For example, if I were to say Madonna, Dolores would say . . .  
 
DOLORES:  Fruity. 
 
MODERATOR:  And Danny would say.  What are your feelings? 
 
DANNY:  Glad she’s getting old.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  I’m looking for your feelings about each person.  We’re going to 
do it very, very quickly.  Everybody ready?  George W. Bush, word or phrase. 
 
PATRICK:  Dangerous. 
 
DORITA:  Disappointing. 
 
DENNIS:  I’d just say probably not very smart. 
 
WILLIAM:  I still think he’s gullible. 
 
MONIQUE:  Gullible. 
 
BOB:  Misleading. 
 
JOSH:  Lack of communication. 
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SUSAN:  Misinformed. 
 
DANNY:  Hasn’t been given a fair judgment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mark Warner, Nola. 
 
NOLA:  Mark Warner?  Ooh, smart. 
 
MODERATOR:  Mark Warner, Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  He’s bright. 
 
MELINDA:  Dependable. 
 
WILLIAM:  Resourceful. 
 
MONIQUE:  Intelligent.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  John McCain, Dolores. 
 
DOLORES:  A lot of wisdom. 
 
DENNIS:  Old. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many agree, old?   
 
SUSAN:  That was mine . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Raise your hand. 
 
DENNIS:  I listen to my elders, but my God . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . raise your hand, old.   
 
WILLIAM:  There’s no question. 
 
NOLA:  That’s not the word that comes to mind.  I do agree, but that’s not . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, but I’m just saying that you agree with . . . 
 
DOLORES:  People are living a lot longer these days . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  What else we got, Nola? 
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NOLA:  I think he has military experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Military experience.  Word or phrase to describe your feelings, Bob. 
 
BOB:  Yeah, the experience.   
 
PATRICK:  Conservative. 
 
DANNY:  Resilient. 
 
WILLIAM:  Experienced.   
 
MODERATOR:  Go ahead, say young.  Melinda. 
 
MELINDA:  It would be experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else got a word to describe him?  Good.  Jim Webb.  
Anybody, Jim Webb.  Who’s got a word? 
 
WILLIAM:  . . . not for mixed company. 
 
MODERATOR:  Not for mixed company, says William.  What do you got, anybody, 
quickly. 
 
SUSAN:  I’m indifferent to him.   
 
MELINDA:  Yeah, indifferent. 
 
NOLA:  I think he’s a little sketchy. 
 
MAN:  Yeah, I don’t trust him. 
 
SUSAN:  He’s vanilla, is what he is. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hillary Clinton, word or phrase.  Monique. 
 
MONIQUE:  Bill Clinton’s wife. 
 
MODERATOR:  No.  Give me a word or phrase to describe your feelings. 
 
MONIQUE:  I wouldn’t vote for her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  A feeling. 
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MONIQUE:  Feeling.  Dislike. 
 
PATRICK:  Promising.   
 
DANNY:  Same old, she seems like the same old same old. 
 
DENNIS:  Weak. 
 
WILLIAM:  I think she would bring experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  And your feelings about her is? 
 
WILLIAM:  I don’t trust her.    
 
MELINDA:  Opportunist. 
 
SUSAN:  I like her.   
 
MODERATOR:  Feeling is? 
 
SUSAN:  Feeling is I like her.  I’d vote for her.   
 
DOLORES:  Charismatic.   
 
NOLA:  I feel that she’s annoying.   
 
DORITA:  I don’t completely trust her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, Rudy Giuliani.  Josh. 
 
JOSH:  A great guy. 
 
SUSAN:  Opportunist. 
 
NOLA:  Not suitable to be president. 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t think . . . 
 
MAN:  I have no thought. 
 
MODERATOR:  Barack Obama, Bob.  Word or phrase to describe your feelings, 
lightning round. 
 
BOB:  Hopeful for change. 
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NOLA:  Hopeful. 
 
MODERATOR:  Give me a word, Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Oh, dislike. 
 
SUSAN:  Inexperience. 
 
MELINDA:  Laid back. 
 
PATRICK:  Exciting. 
 
JOSH:  Overrated. 
 
DANNY:  I don’t think he likes the country.   
 
MODERATOR:  Doesn’t like the country.  William. 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he’d give up too much. 
 
DENNIS:  Change. 
 
DOLORES:  I think he’s a good speaker. 
 
MONIQUE:  Young. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, good.  Okay, Bill Clinton, Josh. 
 
JOSH:  Lack of accomplishment.   
 
MELINDA:  Adulterer.   
 
NOLA:  Good president. 
 
DENNIS:  Done. 
 
WILLIAM:  Good. 
 
BOB:  He did a lot of good. 
 
DOLORES:  Liar. 
 
DANNY:  Yeah, impeachment.   
 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 39 
 

MODERATOR:  Michelle Obama, anybody got a feeling? 
 
SUSAN:  She’s a sweet lady.   
 
MELINDA:  Strong opinion. 
 
DANNY:  I think she’s smart but doesn’t like the country . . .  
 
NOLA:  I think she’s the next Hillary. 
 
MODERATOR:  The next Hillary, meaning? 
 
NOLA:  Meaning if Obama is elected, she’ll be front and center, and then we’ll see her 
running in eight years.  And I’m not, that’s not bad necessarily. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else, Michelle Obama.  You know her, Dorita? 
 
DORITA:  I don’t know her that well, no. 
 
MODERATOR:  No opinion.   
 
BOB:  No opinion. 
 
DOLORES:  No opinion. 
 
MONIQUE:  Intelligent.   
 
JOSH:  Selfish.   
 
MODERATOR:  Selfish, who said that?  Okay, Josh.  Good.  Cindy McCain, anybody 
got a feeling? 
 
SUSAN:  Oh, she’s pretty. 
 
NOLA:  She’s pretty.   
 
NOLA:  I know nothing else about her. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, that she, yeah, she . . . 
 
NOLA:  Oh, no, she’s rich . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
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SUSAN:  . . . she should have talked her husband into dying his hair so he’d look a little 
younger.   
 
MODERATOR:  What else we got? 
 
MELINDA:  I would say mild-mannered, you know . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  Reserved. 
 
MELINDA:  Yeah, but in a nice manner, respectful . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Who else? 
 
DOLORES:  Likeable. 
 
JOSH:  Supportive.   
 
WILLIAM:  . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Tell me, what’s the thing that Barack Obama needs to prove 
during this election?  You know, everybody needs to prove something during an election 
period.  What does Barack Obama need to prove?   
 
PATRICK:  Conviction. 
 
MODERATOR:  That he has conviction.  That he’s a person of conviction.  Is that what 
you’re saying?   
 
PATRICK:  That’s right. 
 
MODERATOR:  And why does he need to prove that, Patrick? 
 
PATRICK:  Well, because basically what he’s been going off of right now is a whole 
bunch of this, almost like rhetoric, where it’s just a bunch of positive speech, a lot of 
emotion, but in a few articles that I have seen, it seems that he’s said whatever appeals 
to his audience and the message is inconsistent across the board. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Who else? 
 
MELINDA:  He needs to prove that he loves America, that, I mean, that he’s for 
America, that he will stick with us and not try to appease others beyond our borders.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  That’s Melinda.  Yes, Danny. 
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DANNY:  I think he needs to prove to me that he doesn’t look down on us, that, decide 
to go to church once in awhile and . . . who have guns and, I feel like he looks down his 
nose at us. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many people agree with Danny that he looks down his nose at 
us?  Josh does.  Danny does.  Dorita, do you want to raise your hand . . . 
 
DORITA:  Sort of.  I don’t think he looks down at us. 
 
DANNY:  I think he definitely . . . he’s a lot smarter than most of us . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  There’s an aloofness, says William. 
 
DORITA:  Right, that’s, right.  That’s kind of the word for him. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda, what did you want to add? 
 
MELINDA:  I just meant the non-arugula-eating crowd, he, I don’t know.  He’s so up 
here, I don’t know . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you feel that, Susan, that he’s up there and he’s aloof, that he’s . . .  
 
SUSAN:  No.  No, I never felt that about him.  I’ve always felt that he, there’s no 
substance.  He has a great speech, but you don’t know if there’s any substance back 
there.  I mean, I think if he waited a little longer and was a lot more dominant in the 
Senate or wherever, then I might feel differently, but all of a sudden, he exploded on the 
scene and, you know, I mean, I would like to see a woman president.   

I’d like to see a black man president or a black woman, you know.  I’m tired of 
white men that think they know what they’re talking about and they don’t.  They’ve been 
doing it for hundreds, 200 years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Are you talking about Bob or Dennis or both?  No.  
 
SUSAN:  No, I’m talking about presidents.  I think it’s time for a change, and personally, 
I don’t care if it’s a woman or a black man or a black woman. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  
 
DANNY:  I don’t think the white men do either, though.  I mean, it’s just the nature of our 
existence as a country of . . .  
 
MAN:  It’s cultural. 
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MAN:  It’s 200 years of history and we’ve accomplished a lot more than any other 
country has in 200 years, so to just say white men don’t know what they’re talking about 
and they haven’t done a good job, you know, like running the country . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MELINDA:  . . . very divisive statement . . .  
 
SUSAN:  Well, you know, they’ve done a lot of terrible things to this world. 
 
MELINDA:  So have a lot of other people. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah. 
 
PATRICK:  I’m on your side. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, thank you.  Patrick is on Susan’s side.  Danny is . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  I’m on Susan’s side. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Now that we’ve all chosen up, Josh. 
 
JOSH:  I was just going to say, I mean, for me, who I like takes a back seat.  The 
number one thing as a responsibility as a voter is voting someone in that is qualified.  
 
MELINDA:  Right. 
 
JOSH:  When you’re interviewing someone for a job, you may not like them, but if that’s 
your best qualified candidate and all their references check out and, hey, you know 
they’re going to work hard, whether you bond with them or not, that’s just a bonus . . . 
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MONIQUE:  . . . interviews just as they do running for president . . .  
 
JOSH:  . . .  
 
SUSAN:  . . . we didn’t make the call for George Bush then . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . fabulous discussion, and I’m moving on.  Let me ask a question.  
What does McCain have to prove in this election? 
 
DENNIS:  What I’d like to know, why put yourself through all this?  I mean . . . you 
know, he needs to just ride out to the sunset and enjoy his life . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Okay . . .  
 
JOSH:  He’s still motivated. 
 
MODERATOR:  What does he need to prove to you, the voters?  What’s he have to 
prove?  He wants to be president . . . 
 
DANNY:  I think he needs to prove that he has the energy to do the job. 
 
MODERATOR:  He needs to have, show he has the energy to do the job.  Dorita, what 
does . . . 
 
DORITA:  That he could choose the right people to work, you know, in his candidate, I 
mean cabinet, sorry, the right people to work with him. 
 
MODERATOR:  What does he need to do?   
 
MELINDA:  Show that he will really listen to us. 
 
MODERATOR:  Who else, what does he need to do?   
 
WILLIAM:  He needs to take the really strong stand on the relationship between the 
United States and everybody else.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Others.  Let me then try this.  Brand-new idea, okay.  
Everybody ready?  You’re on a jury.  Your jury has just selected as their foreman Al 
Gore.  What kind of foreman will he be?  What will he be like?  What do you think Al 
Gore would be like as a foreman?  This is the jury.  How do you think he would behave?  
How do you think he would relate?  How do you think he would act?  What do you 
think?   
 
DOLORES:  I think that he would be a good juror and he would try to make sure that 
everyone discussed things, like you’re doing . . . and a good foreman.   
 
MODERATOR:  What’s he going to be like, Melinda? 
 
MELINDA:  I think he would be engaging.  He would want to know, he would want to 
have communication. 
 
MODERATOR:  What are you thinking, Nola, as you’re looking around? 
 
NOLA:  Oh, I think that’s such a strange question.  I think he’d be fine. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?   
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DANNY:  I think he would bully people into believing what he believes in based on the 
whole global warming thing. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, I was thinking recycled napkins.  That’s what I was thinking. 
 
MODERATOR:  And William, what do you think he’d be like? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he would be a bully. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’d be a bully.  And what if George W. Bush were the foreman, what 
would he be like?  You’re the jury.  He’s the foreman.  What would he be like? 
 
DOLORES:  Undecisive. 
 
MODERATOR:  Indecisive, okay.   
 
MONIQUE:  Regardless of what you say, he would do whatever he wanted to do. 
 
SUSAN:  I don’t think, I think he would take everybody’s input, but he would never make 
a sound decision. 
 
JOSH:  Overly objective, yeah. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, I think he would just be the . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Overly objective.  Okay, what else?  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Yeah, that’s what I was thinking.  He would take in everybody’s, he would 
hear you on his point of view, but he’d still, at the very end, make his own decision.   
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else. 
 
DENNIS:  He might not make a decision at all.   
 
DANNY:  I think he would probably make a decision.  He just wouldn’t be very good at 
telling you why he made that decision, and he wouldn’t be very good at explaining. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hillary Clinton is the foreman of the jury.  What would she be like? 
 
PATRICK:  Assertive.   
 
PATRICK:  Like a true like, okay, say your piece, say your piece, say your piece, say 
your piece, okay, done, we’d be out in 15 minutes. 
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SUSAN:  Vote.  Say your piece and vote. 
 
JOSH:  I mean, she’s the other extreme of Bush.  She’d be very lacking of 
objectiveness, like wouldn’t, I think she would like hear part of it and make up her mind, 
and even if she heard contrary evidence, she wouldn’t change her mind. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. 
 
DANNY:  I think she’d be, I think she would be surprisingly likeable. 
 
MODERATOR:  Surprisingly likeable, says Danny. 
 
DANNY:  I mean, I saw her interview on The O’Reilly Factor and thought for the first 
time in my life that I actually, there was some humanness to her and she came across 
as very likeable, which surprised me.  Going into it, I thought, oh, geez, but, so I think on 
a personal level in a room with 12 people, I think everyone would leave there probably 
liking her. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  William.  She’s the foreman of a jury.  You’re on the jury . . .  
 
WILLIAM:  She’d do a good job.  I think she would pull everything together.  I think . . .  
 
DENNIS:  I like what Danny said.  You know, regardless of what I think about her, you 
know, from far away and what the media says or, well, actually, for any of those people 
that you’ve brought up, until I’m actually sitting there in front of them and talking with 
them, engaged, I shouldn’t have such a, you know, overwhelming one way or another 
opinion about them, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susan, what do you think, Hillary Clinton? 
 
SUSAN:  Oh, I think she’d be very decisive.  I think she would . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Good decisive or bad decisive? 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah, I think she’d run it like a, not like a corporation, but I think she’d get 
everybody’s opinion and have everybody vote and be out in 15 minutes. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Nola. 
 
NOLA:  Yeah, I think she’d be efficient and do a fine job.   
 
MONIQUE:  I think she’d do a fine job. 
 
MODERATOR:  How about Obama, what would he be like? 
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SUSAN: He’d be preachy. 
 
MODERATOR:  He’d be preachy. 
 
MELINDA:  He would be trying to motivate good feelings. 
 
DOLORES:  I think that he’d be very likeable, and he would probably even be 
humorous.   
 
BOB:  Yeah, I think, well, definitely likeable.  I think that could be said of just about any 
of the candidates . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  But would he be good?  Would he be . . .  
 
DOLORES:  . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MELINDA:  . . . it would take longer. 
 
MONIQUE:  Yeah, I think it would take longer, too, be long and drawn out. 
 
JOSH:  I think he’d be persuasive. 
 
NOLA:  Yeah, I think more than anybody else, he’d be able to talk people into voting his 
way, which I guess it just depends on what the crime is and what I thought about it.  
 
MODERATOR:  Patrick, what do you think? 
 
PATRICK:  I kind of, given the choice between any of the people, I would rather be on a 
jury with Obama because I think it would be the most amusing.  And I think that he 
would be, he would run it effectively, and I think that he would help people make the 
decisions, you know, people who were hung up on a certain thing and kind of talk them 
through it.  And of course, naturally, shape it in his direction, but that’s the same thing I 
would do.  
 
MODERATOR:  Danny, what do you think? 
 
DANNY:  I think he’d probably make it too political.   
 
WILLIAM:  I think he would do what he needed to do be well-liked.   
 
MODERATOR:  And how about John McCain, what would he be like? 
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MELINDA:  He would be more . . . military, but not in a bad way, but . . . 
 
DOLORES:  Regimented. 
 

MELINDA:  Leader, he would definitely be the leader. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
NOLA:  I imagine he’d be fair. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  
 
DENNIS:  I think . . . that he’d have somebody’s life in the balance right there and he 
would probably, you know, have to think about it a little bit more. 
 
MODERATOR:  You just got transferred, your job, even you, William.  You moved from 
one of those clay factories to another.  And you got a brand-new boss, okay, who’s 
heading up your department.  Your new boss is John McCain.  What’s he like as a 
boss?   
 
SUSAN:  Efficient.   
 
DOLORES:  Fair. 
 
MONIQUE:  Follow all the rules. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, follow the rules.  Nice person?   
 
WILLIAM:  I would think so . . .  
 
WOMAN:  Yep . . . 
 
BOB:  Soft-spoken. 
 
MODERATOR:  Soft-spoken. 
 
NOLA:  I feel like the media has portrayed him to be very hot-headed. 
 
MONIQUE:  Yeah. 
 
NOLA:  I don’t, and that’s not, I don’t necessarily . . . 
 
DENNIS:  Yeah, that’s the only picture I remember . . . 
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NOLA:  Right, I guess that’s what I keep . . . 
 
DENNIS:  . . . he’s like red . . . stroke out. 
 
DANNY:  I think he would be fair but stern. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say he’d be stern?  Yeah, he’d be stern.  What else about 
him as a boss?   
 
PATRICK:  I think he would be one of those talk softly and carry a big stick kind of 
bosses, where . . . stay in line, things are good.  Get out of line, whack.   
 
MODERATOR:  What else?  Anybody else? 
 
JOSH:  Productive. 
 
DANNY:  I think he’d be surprisingly funny.  He doesn’t come, you know, to look at him, 
you think, this guy, there’s no way this guy can tell a joke, but, I mean, I’ve seen him a 
couple times on like the Tonight Show or, no, not the Tonight Show . . . Letterman, 
thank you, and he’s funny. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Anybody else.   
 
DENNIS:  I think he would just lay down the law and he would expect you to do this job 
and you should just do it, don’t, you know, without any . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Your new boss is Obama.  Tell me about your new boss, Obama. 
 
MONIQUE:  I would get over.  I would basically do whatever I wanted to do.   
 
MODERATOR:  You would walk over him.   
 
MELINDA:  You could, he would be very soft-minded, I think.  It would be difficult if you 
had like a problem with another employee, he would try to be too . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . finish it up.  I know exactly what you’re saying.  I need the words.  
He would be too. 
 
MELINDA:  Too soft. 
 
MODERATOR:  Go ahead.  What else you got?  Josh.  Obama is your new boss.  Tell 
me about him. 
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JOSH:  I think he would be like passive-aggressive.  He would not confront you but he 
would report you or write you up and then you’d find out about it through the system of 
the company rather than . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  William, what kind of boss? 
 

WILLIAM:  I don’t know that I can trust him. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you don’t think you could trust him because? 
 
WILLIAM:  He just, his speech patterns just still bother me . . . you hear what he wants 
you to hear.  I think, like someone else has said, as long as you perform your duties, 
you’re going to be all right.  You’re going to get patted on the back.  You don’t perform, 
you’re not . . .  
 
PATRICK:  I think he would be very motivating over his section.  I think that he would 
do well to keep the morale high.  And I think he’d be an effective businessperson and 
keep things moving in the right direction. 
 
MODERATOR:  What’s the one piece of advice that you want to give Barack Obama?  
One piece of advice.  I’ll go around the table.  Dolores, one piece of advice. 
 
DOLORES:  One piece of advice for . . . don’t be so gullible. 
 
MONIQUE:  He needs to remember what he said previously, so when he’s speaking 
again, because sometimes he, you know, contradicts himself.  
 
BOB:  He needs to be decisive, come up with, tell the people, this is what I propose to 
do, and stick to your guns and do it. 
 
NOLA:  I think that he needs to turn off his autopilot speech and start to back up his 
ideas with real plans.   
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Listen to the people.  Listen to what we have to say and respect our opinion. 
 
SUSAN:  Wait four years.   
 
MELINDA:  Say what you mean, mean what you way. 
 
PATRICK:  Keep it real. 
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JOSH:  He just needs to stop trying so hard and trying to be somebody that he thinks 
the public wants to be and just be who he is, because like what Monique said, he’s kind 
of tripped up on his words sometimes and his policies, and it’s just like, you just need to 
be who you are, and if you win, you win, if you lose, you lose.   

I mean, he puts so much pressure on himself to win, it’s like if you win because 
they thought they were voting for this other version of you that doesn’t exist, well, then 
you didn’t really win.  And that’s going to come out eventually, and then that’s going to 
make you look really bad.  So you just need to be yourself. 
 
DANNY:  I’d say he needs to prove, somehow come across, I guess, or prove that he is 
proud to be an American, that it doesn’t, it wouldn’t bother him to wear a lapel flag pin, 
that it’s okay for people to own guns and go to church and, you know, that people don’t 
cling to those things out of desperation. 
 
WILLIAM:  Look at our past and learn from it. 
 
DENNIS:  No matter what, don’t mudsling. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m interested.  Do you think of him as an American? 
 
MONIQUE:  That’s kind of confusing, in all honesty, because like he says, some of his 
beliefs, they kind of make me nervous, because you don’t know, you know. 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you think of him as an American?   
 
PATRICK:  I do. 
 
NOLA:  I do. 
 
MODERATOR:  How many say, yes, I think of him as an American? 
 
WILLIAM:  I think he’s . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  How many just would quickly say, no, I’m not so sure he’s an American 
. . . 
 
WOMAN:  I’m not necessarily sure . . . 
 
MAN:  I’m not so sure . . . 
 
MODERATOR:   Okay, a lot of hands up.  Okay, William . . . 
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WILLIAM:  I was just going to say, I think he’s, in his lifetime, been exposed to an awful 
lot of areas that we have had, as a country have had problems with, and, you know, 
what has, is he going to bring from this exposure. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think it’ll be a positive or a negative, from your point of 
view?  I mean, sometimes . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  I’m afraid it might be a negative.   
 
MODERATOR:  How many think it’d be a positive or a negative?  It just, you know, 
Patrick. 
 
PATRICK:  I think that, I think it would be a positive thing, because I think that if you live 
a very comfortable life your whole life, you’re not exposed to the same amount of 
contrast as somebody who’s lived a very, you know, a more . . . so what I was saying is, 
the more colorful a life somebody’s had and the more exposure that they’ve had to what 
I would consider a real American experience, the more that they would actually be able 
to relate to the issues that people really face on a day-to-day basis.  I mean, and that’s 
basically it. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  And Josh. 
 
JOSH:  I don’t think the problem is at all that he’s different or a breath of fresh air.  It’s 
just like he feels that, I mean, he is representing a minority in more than one case in that 
he is African American and Muslim, and in those, in light of that, like what Danny said 
earlier, it does feel like he, we’re being judged or like kind of looked down on because 
we want to carry a gun or, you know, we want to wear the American flag pin.   

And it doesn’t seem like, not only is he not accepting of it, but also like that’s not 
good enough for him.  And so I think that feels like there’s a lot of distance between a lot 
of voters and him. 
 
DANNY:  I think, going back to Patrick’s point, though, you know, I mean, realistically, 
how many people did attend Harvard and Yale and how many people that attend those 
universities like him and his wife have have had a true American experience.  I mean, 
they’ve gone from high school to a very elitist kind of organization that, and then they go 
right from there to $100,000 jobs and $200,000 jobs, and then they’re politicians.   

And I mean, realistically, how much can we expect those people to really 
associate, or how much can we expect them to relate to me who, you know, paid for his 
own college and took a, his first job at $26,000 a year and things like that.  I mean, 
those people don’t have a real American experience, I don’t think, and I think they come 
across that way.  And I think that’s why more people sit at home on Election Day than 
actually go vote. 
 
MELINDA:  Yeah. 
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WOMAN:  I agree with you. 
 
WOMAN:  I agree with you. 
 
DOLORES:  I agree that they have never had to be a single mom or be a parent that, 
you really have to make a list when you go to the grocery store and stick to it and . . . 
 
SUSAN:  Wasn’t his mom a single mom? 
 

DOLORES:  Who? 
 
MONIQUE:  Obama’s. 
 
MELINDA:  Yeah, his mother was, but he’s not.  
 
PATRICK:  That’s still, I mean, a genuine experience right there, and that’s . . . 
 
DANNY:  Yeah, well, my mom made a list, but she wasn’t a single mom.  I mean, you 
know, there were limits to what my family could spend as well.   
 
MODERATOR:  . . . Dorita, what are you thinking? 
 
DORITA:  Oh, I’m just trying to put all this together.  What was the original question, 
because that’s why I’ve lost track of . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Good question.  And it was basically, it was is Barack Obama an 
American . . . 
 
DORITA:  Oh, did we think of him as, yes.  That’s what I, was going through my mind.  I 
guess I’m a little concerned.  I don’t know enough about his Muslim background and 
their beliefs and how he views everything, and so I’m a little concerned.  I don’t, I need 
to really check into his, he is not one of the candidates I’ve really leaned towards, and 
so, but I would, if he does become the candidate, I will . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And here’s what fascinates me, and I want to move on in a, I’ve got 
three other things I need to cover.  But what fascinates me is what I call a very 
interesting dynamic that’s happening in America.  Sort of help me parse this out.  And 
that is, it’s a country that clearly wants change.   

When we came around and we talked about the way the world was and the way 
in which America was going, the words and phrases, as you said, a lot of things towards 
change, not very happy about the way things are going, and with the exception of a 
couple people, nobody really wanted a third George Bush term.  So that’s a point of 
view that I hear.   
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And then I hear a point of view about Barack Obama that seems to suggest a 
certain uncertainty in this room.  How do you balance out the two, you know, the change 
that you want versus how you look at Barack Obama, and then maybe we should put 
John McCain into the equation, but let’s just start with that.  Tell me, yeah, Patrick, go 
ahead.  Tell me what you’re thinking. 
 
PATRICK:  I was actually kind of thinking about that before you went into this question.  
But I think that, by having continually chosen conventional people to do the conventional 
task, you always get the conventional result.  I mean, if you keep putting the same 
people in to do the same things, the same results are going to come out.   

And that’s why, you know, even though it seems a little bit, you know, daring or a 
little bit almost, I guess, I can’t think of a better word than, it’s not reckless, but, you 
know, to put somebody in office who is so different than anyone before, I think that 
that’s actually essential to stimulate a real change, I mean, whether that’s a female or a 
black man, you put either one of those people into the office and they’re going to have a 
whole lot more to prove than if you just throw another white guy in there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Let me ask a few more around the table, and I want to move on.  
Melinda, what are you thinking about this, the need for change and looking at Barack 
Obama as a potential president? 
 
MELINDA:  I worry that he may be, at this time he’s, I still view him as like a, in the baby 
stage.  He needs some more time.  I don’t want to see him get in there and become a 
puppet for these other people who are pushing him with their own agenda and him not 
be doing what he feels he needs to do as president. 
 
MODERATOR:  Susan, what are you thinking? 
 
SUSAN:  Well, I don’t want him to be president. 
 
MODERATOR:  And I don’t want him to be president because. 
 
SUSAN:  See, I still believe that, given some more time, he would be a good president if 
he had more experience and he could define what he actually was going to change. 
 
MODERATOR:  But you’d vote for him against John McCain. 
 
SUSAN:  Yeah.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, so tell me what’s going on.  
 
SUSAN:  Because, well, I think John McCain is set in his ways, and I think it would be 
the same, I think we’d be just another Republican presidency.  I don’t think it really 
matters at this point what Republican we put there.  It’s going to be the same thing.  I 
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think the Democrats, after eight years of Republicans, I think it’s time to put a Democrat 
in there. 
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me what you’re thinking, Dorita. 
 
DORITA:  Well . . . McCain . . . leaning towards McCain . . . just because I think he 
could get along with Congress, you know, and I like to see . . . I mean, we have a lot of 
people that make our decisions.  The president doesn’t make all of them.  He has, 
hopefully he chooses good people and he can work with Congress to, you know, some 
of our presidents can’t do that.  And the Senate and just would listen to us. 
 

MODERATOR:  And Bob, let me just get your thinking. 
 
BOB:  I’m afraid that, or I fear with McCain that, you know, it’d just be four more years 
of what we’ve had for the last eight years. 
 
MODERATOR:  And when you hear the other people’s viewpoints on Obama, are you 
nervous, uncertain, or do you feel pretty confident about him? 
 
BOB:  Still uncertain about, between, you know, Hillary and Obama both, you know.  
And again, I keep looking at McCain and I fear that, well, it’s four more years.  You 
know, and I think with any Republican in there, that I would feel the same way.  I 
definitely would like to see change.  But who would be the better candidate for that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  And Nola, help me with your thinking on all of this. 
 
NOLA:  I think that a lot of Americans have given up, and so I think that the presidency 
is about . . . about leading, but I also feel like it’s such a large part about motivating, and 
I think that’s why I’m optimistic about Obama, because I don’t, I feel like he has more of 
an ability just because he’s new and unique and different, that I think that he will be able 
to do a lot more to drive the American people to do more, to be more involved, to want 
to make a difference, to be excited about the future, as opposed to just giving up.   
 
MODERATOR:  Let me hand you one thing here.  And I’m going to do it for each of the 
candidates.  But just quickly, take one, pass the rest down.  Put your first name at the 
top.  That’s all we need.  And let’s read it together and then we’ll tell you what I’d like 
you to do.  This is a list of seven different concerns people have talked about, about 
John McCain.  If you find it a concern for you, just put a checkmark behind it or beside 
it. 
 
MAN:  It’s if you share the same concerns. 
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MODERATOR:  That’s right, if you look at it and you say, yeah, that would be a concern 
to me.  Obviously, if you don’t agree with it or it’s not a concern, you wouldn’t check it.  
Only check the ones that you got.  I’ll give you a minute or so . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  So if you don’t agree, then . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Just leave it blank.  If, for example, it is not a concern to you, or if you 
say, no, I don’t believe that this represents John McCain, then you wouldn’t check it as 
a concern.   
 
PATRICK:  So if I think one of these is a bad idea, just leave it blank. 
 
MODERATOR:  No. 
 

PATRICK:  Check it. 
 
MAN:  If it concerns you . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  If it’s a concern.  But what if you disagree with something that’s on the 
paper, then you wouldn’t check it.  Try it one more time? 
 
PATRICK:  If I disagree, you mean that the facts are not . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah.  In other words, if I said the world is flat, is that a concern to 
you?  You’d say, yes, that’s a concern, but I don’t believe the world is flat, so you 
wouldn’t check it.   
 
PATRICK:  Okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  That make sense?  I’m sorry.  I didn’t try to confuse you.  If it is a 
concern to you, then, and you believe it.  Okay, everybody got it?  Let’s go through just 
quickly to find out which people checkmarks.  Okay, number one, that he’ll appoint the 
same type of judges as George Bush appointed, that’s a concern to me.  We have 
Patrick.  We have Susan.  We have Nola.  And we have Monique, four.   
 Should stay in Iraq, how many people say that’s a concern to them?  One, two, 
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, everybody but Danny and Josh.  Okay, 
number three, wants to make the Bush tax cuts permanent.  How many say that’s a 
concern to them?  One, two, three people, Susan, Bob and Nola.  Okay, McCain 
opposes Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision, it’s a concern to me.  Okay, that’s 
Dennis, Danny, Josh, Patrick, Susan, Nola, Bob, Monique and Dolores.   
 He’ll be too closely aligned with the Bush agenda.  He’s voted for 89% of the time 
for the Bush Administration’s programs.  How many say that’s a concern to them?  
Okay, Dennis, one, Susan, two, Nola, three, Bob, four, Monique, five, Dolores, six.  
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Okay, hard to tell where he stands on the issue because he changes his position on gun 
control, immigration, tax cuts.  One, two, three, four, five.   

And he’ll be too old at 72, how many say that concerns them?  One, two, three, 
four concerns them.  Looking at the whole page, what’s the one thing you want to say 
about John McCain that concerns you?  What . . .  
 
DOLORES:  I don’t think he’s too old because I think the 76 . . . and I just don’t think 
that’s old. 
 
MODERATOR:  Just tell me from the whole page. 
 
DOLORES:  From the whole page.   
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, my concern about John McCain becoming president of the 
United States is. 
 

DOLORES:  The Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision.   
 
MODERATOR:  And that’s a concern because? 
 
DOLORES:  Because I think every woman has a right to decide. 
 
MODERATOR:  Monique, your concern is? 
 
MONIQUE:  The United States in Iraq and how he . . . increase the American military 
force. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Bob. 
 
BOB:  Lowering their corporate tax rate, when you look at companies like Exxon, who 
just made a billion dollars this last quarter in profit.   
 
NOLA:  Well, yeah, can I just really fast say that a lot of these, like I agreed with half of 
the statement and then you read the rest of it and it didn’t, so I just did want to point that 
out.  But so from that, because I didn’t necessarily agree fully with the, you know, the 
second and third, I would say Roe v. Wade, I guess.   
 
MODERATOR:  I mean, for example, you raised your hand on Iraq.  Did you agree with 
that? 
 
NOLA:  I think that we need to stay in Iraq for longer.  I’m not sure how I feel about 
continuing to increase the number of troops that they’re sending over.  I would love to 
make tax cuts permanent, but I don’t necessarily agree with lowering corporate tax.  So 
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those are, so I don’t necessarily, the biggest concerns on this page for me are the ones 
that deal with social issues.   
 
DORITA:  That he changes his mind on things because he, his position, rather, on 
things like recent cut federal tax, opposing gun control and immigration. 
 
SUSAN:  Well, I think this one, says he’ll align himself with the Bush agenda, covers a 
lot of the, most of the page, because I think it would be the same thing. 
 
MELINDA:  I’m not too certain that he has a complete grip on the impact of the 
immigration issues.  
 
MODERATOR:  Because you think he is too much in favor of immigration, not enough, 
in favor of . . .  
 
MELINDA:  No.  I think that they just have really lost sight of what it’s really about and 
what to do, and how to handle legal and illegal.  There’s two major differences, and they 
just don’t get it, I guess. 
 
PATRICK:  R v. Wade.   
 
JOSH:  I would say Roe v. Wade as well as the corporate tax. 
 
DANNY:  I think the changes in his positions, you know, gun control, that sort of thing. 
 
WILLIAM:  The Iraq issue, sending more troops over there. 
 
DENNIS:  The Iraq issue and Roe v. Wade.   
 
MODERATOR:  And tell me one thing.  How many of you feel that, by electing John 
McCain, it would be like getting another term of George Bush or the Bush 
Administration?  How many feel that that’s a problem?  And let’s raise your hand, I think 
it’s a problem that if he, if John McCain is elected, it would be like having a third Bush 
term.  Dolores agrees with that.  Bob agrees with that, Susan and Patrick.  The rest, not 
particularly the case. 
 
DENNIS:  I don’t believe that at all.  They’re completely two different human beings with 
different life experiences and everything, I mean, from the military or what have you.  So 
they’re not the same, not even close. 
 
MODERATOR: Okay.  And it worries you, Dolores, because? 
 
DOLORES:  Well, it says here he voted 89% of the time with the Bush Administration, 
which means he’s probably influenced by the Bush Administration, so sometimes you 



ANNENBERG PRESIDENTIAL 

UNDECIDED, INDEPENDENT, GENERAL ELECTION VOTERS 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, MAY 12, 2008 7:30 PM 

PAGE 58 
 

just do things because of the influence and the things that you’re around and then that’s 
how you form your opinions, is what, your environment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else?  Who else, did you raise your hand, Bob?   
 
BOB:  Yeah, I mean, it’s said he’s voted 89% of the time with Bush . . . and I just, I have 
this fear that it’s going to be four more years. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  Pass up your green sheets, and then I’ll give you a yellow sheet 
on Obama.  Again, check the ones where you say, yes, this is a concern that I’m afraid 
that.  Okay, here we go.  How many said the first statement, checked it, Barack Obama 
and Reverend Wright?  We’ve got one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight people.  
Number two, out of touch.  One, two, three, four, five, six, we got 10 of 12 people.  
Okay, African American, the country’s not ready for a black president.  Nobody.  What?  
 
PATRICK:  Well, I just like to see no hands on that . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  More liberal than most Americans.  One, two, three.  Okay, too 
inexperienced.  One, two, three, four, five, six, seven.  Is for withdrawal from Iraq.  One, 
two, three, four, five, six, seven.  And raise taxes on high-income people.  One, two, 
three, four, five, six.  Okay.  Talk to me about Reverend Wright.  You checked it.  Why?  
What do you want to say?   
 
DANNY:  I think he ignores the fact that we have made great strides in this country. 
 
MODERATOR:  He meaning? 
 
DANNY:  Reverend Wright ignores the fact that we have made great strides in this 
country and that nobody is saying that Barack Obama should not be president because 
he is black.  I think that’s, there may be small groups of people in the country, but that’s 
not the overall feeling of Americans.  So to ignore the fact that we’ve made such great 
strides I think creates more division.   

And I think it puts the race issue, it makes people that feel like they have come 
from grandfathers who were racist to not be racist and to raise their children not to be 
racist, I think it’s demeaning to people that have made those strides. 
 
MODERATOR:  Melinda, talk to me about Reverend Wright. 
 
MELINDA:  I think that he is a, he tries to keep hatred going.  He’s very volatile, and it’s 
like he takes pride in making sure that you continue to be angry, and it’s very disturbing. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think that represents Barack Obama’s values? 
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MELINDA:  The fact that he associated himself with him bothers me, that he didn’t 
separate himself first before somebody else said, ooh, look, and then he was like, uh-
oh, I better sidestep a little bit.  He didn’t make that decision himself. 
 
SUSAN:  I didn’t raise my hand for that one. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, who else, Dorita . . . 
 
DORITA:  Yeah, I was taken with that, too, that he didn’t, on his own, kind of break 
away from Reverend Wright before, you know, he got the feedback from the American 
people and all. 
 
DENNIS:  Well, I’ve had friends that said really stupid stuff before and I’m still their 
friend.  That doesn’t mean, you know . . . 
 
NOLA:  I just don’t think your friends dictate your personal values.  I think we’re all 
stronger than that.  And I guess, yes, you’re associated with people that you, I don’t 
know.  I just feel like that’s a very narrow assumption.  And I also feel like the media 
latched onto this the same way they latch onto everything negative with Bush and just 
everything.  I think it’s been way . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, Bob, did you check it? 
 
BOB:  Yeah, I checked it.  Again, I mean, he’s, you know, obviously supported the man 
awhile back and people are influenced by their religious beliefs, and when they go to 
church on a regular basis, they are influenced by that.  And I think that, you know, I’ve 
got to question where exactly does he stand on moral and, you know, I believe that 
Reverend Wright has made some extremely racist comments.   
 
MODERATOR:  And Monique, did you check it? 
 
MONIQUE:  I did, but I agree with Nola and Dennis, and I have no other comment. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let me, the second one, oh, by the way, is Barack Obama Muslim? 
 
SUSAN:  Well, that’s what I was going to ask, because if he’s Muslim . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  How many people know that he’s Muslim, think he’s Muslim? 
 
DORITA:  I think he is . . . 
 
SUSAN:  Then why isn’t . . . 
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MODERATOR:  Just say, think that he’s Muslim, let’s just, hands up.  I think he is, says 
Dennis.  I think he is, says William.  I think he is, says Josh.  I think he is, Melinda.  I 
think he is, Dorita.  I think, Monique.  I think . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  Well, it could be I think he was, or is that something that you can’t change.  
I think he was Muslim at one time. 
 
DANNY:  I think his father was Muslim.   
 
NOLA:  Yeah. 
 
DANNY:  That doesn’t make him a practicing Muslim. 
 
NOLA:  I agree. 
 
MODERATOR:  But most of you do think of him . . . 
 

SUSAN:  But if he’s going to a church, he’s . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Do you know what a church, does the church he goes to, is that a 
Christian church or . . . 
 
SUSAN:  That would be called a mosque if he was Muslim. 
 
MODERATOR:  . . . or a, yeah. 
 
DANNY:  It’s a Christian church.  Now the Reverend Wright does affiliate with Louis 
Farrakhan, which. . . 
 
MELINDA:  That’s . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
DANNY:  . . . blur some lines . . . as far as I know, he’s a Christian.   
 
MONIQUE:  But that’s what confuses you, is, you know, it’s kind of confusing. 
 
JOSH:  And he hasn’t clarified it either. 
 
NOLA:  I’m pretty sure he’s not Muslim . . . 
 
DENNIS:  . . . saying, though, if your father was a Muslim, don’t tell me it doesn’t, some 
of those beliefs don’t rub off on you, whether . . . 
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MONIQUE:  He still didn’t do the Pledge of Allegiance.  I still . . . 
 
MELINDA:  Yeah, that bothers . . .  
 
[Simultaneous discussion] 
 
MONIQUE:  . . . Pledge of Allegiance . . . 
 
WILLIAM:  When he was sworn in as a senator, did they not use the Koran . . .  
 
SUSAN:  No, he did use . . .  
 
DANNY:  No . . . 
 
SUSAN:  I thought he did.  I thought he made a big deal about using the Koran . . . 
 
DANNY:  . . . not on Barack.  That was somebody else from Detroit or Michigan that 
was a congressman.  That was . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  But . . . leaving Danny aside, most of us are not so certain if he’s a 
Muslim or not, right? 
 
MONIQUE:  Right.  I’m confused. 
 
MODERATOR:  And just out of interest, if you knew that he was a Christian and always 
been a Christian, would that make any difference to anybody? 
 
MELINDA:  You’d have to walk the talk. 
 
JOSH:  I think so. 
 
MONIQUE:  It would. 
 
PATRICK:  I think it would make a difference . . .  
 
MONIQUE:  . . . because Muslims have different beliefs. 
 
PATRICK:  Well, Muslims have a stigma attached to them in our culture. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, but I’m just wondering, for the people here, would it make a 
difference . . . 
 
MELINDA:  Absolutely. 
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MODERATOR:  How many say, if I knew he was a Christian and always was of the 
Christian belief, that would make a difference to me? 
 
MONIQUE:  Well, the always part doesn’t bother me, but if I knew . . . 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, would that make a difference, yes or no?   
 
MONIQUE:  I can’t answer that. 
 
DOLORES:  It would make a difference to me.   
 
MODERATOR:  So Dolores, Dorita, Josh, Melinda . . . 
 
MELINDA:  And me, as long as it was the truth. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah . . . the truth.  Okay. 
 

MELINDA:  And it’s not hiding behind it.   
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Interesting.  And too experienced, we talked about that.  And a 
lot of you raised your hand on that he’s for withdrawal from Iraq and might not be tough 
enough.  Tell me what you’re thinking here.  Anybody. 
 
DANNY:  I don’t think he’s going to think about the consequences.   
 
MODERATOR:  Let me get somebody else besides Danny.  I know where Danny is on 
most, I’ve gotten a pretty good . . . 
 
DENNIS:  I agree with about half of that statement.  That’s why I didn’t check it.  I mean, 
if he, if he’s all for withdrawing from Iraq, that doesn’t necessarily mean . . . he’s not 
going to want to protect American interests . . . 
 
MONIQUE:  Right, but do it in the right way. 
 
DENNIS:  So this is a very misleading statement.  Those are two completely opposite, 
opposed statements. 
 
MODERATOR:  Could be, right. 
 
DENNIS:  Could be.  And I think . . .  
 
JOSH:  It’s also perspective of the people that we’re withdrawing from fighting.  It’s like 
if we withdraw, they won’t, they probably won’t see that as, oh, they just want to concern 
themselves with internal issues, it’s also like we won, and that could stimulate their 
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growth within their numbers and possibly show us as being someone that they could 
take. 
 
MODERATOR:  And finally, last point on the taxes, healthcare, etc., several of you 
checked that.  What did you want to say on that?  What were you thinking? 
 
BOB:  . . . the healthcare proposal and the cost involved, how is that going to be paid 
for.  You know, I mean, raising taxes on high-income people, well, yeah, I think that they 
should pay more taxes, raising the capital gains tax, yeah, I think that that would be 
good, but those two things alone are not going to fund healthcare.   
 
MODERATOR:  Anybody else? 
 
PATRICK:  Well, wait a minute. 
 
SUSAN:  I don’t think that raising the taxes on people that work hard, I mean, some 
high-income people actually bust their ass to get where they are.  It’s corporations like 
the gas companies that are making a fortune at our expense.  So I don’t, you know, I 
don’t want to tax personal people for working hard, but I don’t understand why it’s going 
to cost $50 billion per year for healthcare.  I mean, I lived in a country that had 
socialized medicine. 
 
MODERATOR:  I’m going to move on.  We’re past the time . . . just give . . . one thing 
we talked a lot about . . . we haven’t talked about it at all, is the gas tax.  Both Senator 
McCain and Senator Clinton came out for the holiday on the gas tax, and which for the 
summer months it would not be collected.  Anybody’s reaction on that?  Senator Obama 
came out against it.  Anybody’s feelings about this, good idea, bad idea, concerns? 
 
BOB:  It’s a very weak, do-good gesture on their part, but from what I’ve read, and I 
don’t know how much money other people are spending on gas, it’s, you know, the 
amount that you’re going to save in the course of the summer is not like it’s thousands 
of dollars. 
 
WILLIAM:  Thirty-five dollars, on average. 
 
BOB:  Yeah, for the average American, I mean, it’s not going to be very much money . . 
. 
 
MELINDA:  That’s not really going to buy you a tank of gas. 
 
BOB:  . . . that you’re really going to save.  They need to do something better, do 
something long term but come up with something. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay, that’s Bob. 
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DOLORES:  How did we get there, in the first place, and now they’re giving us a little bit 
of . . . taxes. 
 
MODERATOR:  But, and William, your reaction to the promise by the two candidates? 
 
WILLIAM:  I don’t think it’s enough.  It’s just freeing it up for the summertime isn’t the 
answer.  The other nine months of the year are just as expensive to drive in, heating oil 
and everything else.  It’s not the answer.  The answer is somewhere in the control that 
we do not have over the gas, over the oil companies.   
 
MODERATOR:  Dennis. 
 
DENNIS:  Don’t we have our own sources?  There are some other sources that can be 
tapped into.  Now the other thing that I think about, and I know we’re spoiled.  There’s 
no question we are.  When I was in Europe a couple of years ago, it was $6 a gallon for 
Europeans.  So we’ve been spoiled for a long time.  I’m happy about that.  But there are 
other sources besides over there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Gas tax reduction by Senator Clinton and Senator McCain, you . . .  
 
MELINDA:  It’s not enough. 
 
MODERATOR:  Not enough.  So if they promised more, you would have liked, that 
would have been better, or it’s a silly proposal, or what are you thinking? 
 
MELINDA:  They need to fix the problem, not . . .  
 
DENNIS:  . . . empty gesture . . . 
 
MELINDA:  Yeah . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  Empty gesture. 
 
DOLORES:  How can some gas stations charge less than others . . . you don’t want to 
get into that, okay. 
 
MODERATOR:  Yeah, okay.  Did you want to add . . . 
 
DOLORES:  He wants to come tomorrow night.   
 
JOSH:  I was just saying, it’s, based on the situation, how fast the gas prices have gone 
up and we didn’t have time to really adjust, you know, that everybody is saying like we 
have all these alternate fuels and everything, well, we haven’t had time to develop them.  
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You know, we’ve gotten slammed with gas prices.  They’ve tripled in, what, four years . . 
. 
 
DENNIS:  Do you remember 1977 . . . 
 
SUSAN:  He wasn’t alive in 1977 . . .  
 
MODERATOR:  . . . okay, last question.  Okay.  I’m going to start with Dolores.  I’m 
going to end with Dennis.  Simple question, looking for an answer, and that is, simply 
put, you can deliver one message to the candidates, what do you want them to 
understand?  I mean, you guys have done a great job.   

You’ve been really, really worked hard and patient and worked through a lot of 
issues.  I have the ability to deliver this message to all of the candidates or to any 
individual candidate.  What one message do you want to deliver to the candidates? 
 
DOLORES:  Be true to the American people. 
 

MODERATOR:  Okay, do you want to go any further than that since . . . 
 
DOLORES:  If you’re promising something, follow through with the promise.  That’s why 
you were elected. 
 
MONIQUE:  I agree with Dolores.  Don’t say, you know, more than what you can do.  
You need to speak honestly. 
 
MODERATOR:  Has anybody been particularly candid or spoken more honestly in this 
campaign that you respect?   
 
MONIQUE:  No.  In all honesty.   
 
BOB:  I mean, definitely, come up with some sound decisions and let the public know 
what they are and stick with those decisions, and don’t change your mind in a couple of 
weeks. 
 
MODERATOR:  And do you think any candidate has been particularly guilty of changing 
their minds? 
 
BOB:  I think all of them have been. 
 
MODERATOR:  Nola. 
 
NOLA:  Before they’re even elected, please lay down plans for economic stimulus and 
dealing with Iraq and education.  I need to see more words behind their thoughts.  
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DORITA:  I would like to work, have them work out a medical plan that everyone could 
have medical . . . that needed it and prevent things before they, you know, diseases that 
could cost a lot more and death.   
 
SUSAN:  They should start thinking outside the box.   
 
MODERATOR:  Has anybody thought outside the box? 
 
SUSAN:  No.  Not for a long time. 
 
MODERATOR:  Can you think of anybody who’s ever thought outside the box? 
 
SUSAN:  Jimmy Carter. 
 
MODERATOR:  Jimmy Carter.  Okay, Melinda. 
 
MELINDA:  Come down to our level and listen to us.   
 

MODERATOR:  And is anybody coming down to your level? 
 
MELINDA:  Not yet.   
 
PATRICK:  I would say that it’s going to be important through the next four years to 
focus on the real issues instead of trying to inflate smaller issues into something that 
just distracts people.  You need to focus on a healthy economy, a healthy environment, 
renewable resources to eliminate our dependence on foreign petroleum products, and 
just really keep America strong by itself as much as possible, and then we can reach 
out and help other people from a more solid platform. 
 
JOSH:  We definitely need attention in a lot of areas, but I think it’s important for each 
president to leave kind of a legacy, like that there was one project that was really their 
passion or they felt it was needed kind of above and beyond everything else, and really 
turn that aspect of our lives around, like or get it going and get it strong. 
 
MODERATOR:  Does anybody seem to be setting that vision? 
 
JOSH:  There’s some hopefuls, I guess. 
 
DANNY:  I would say to whoever would become president, to stop spending money that 
we do not have.  It is going to bankrupt this country.   
 
WILLIAM:  I think they’ve got to get a control on the environmental issues and the 
health costs.   
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DENNIS:  Well, we’ve all been talking about it, but yeah, helping the economy, but also, 
you know, influence education also.  I think we need, you know, if you listen to most of 
the time, you hear teachers are underpaid.  And the schools are really crowded.  You 
know, they should be, you know, 20 kids per classroom.  A lot of times there are 25.  
And then there are special need kids that are now in public schools, they need, you 
know, more like one-on-five, one-on-one help, so education and the economy. 
 
MODERATOR:  Good.  I’m going to go back around.  The choice is between McCain 
and Obama.   
 
DENNIS:  Obama. 
 
WILLIAM:  McCain. 
 
DANNY:  McCain. 
 
JOSH:  McCain. 
 
PATRICK:  Obama. 
 
MELINDA:  I guess McCain.  I want Obama to get stronger. 
 
SUSAN:  Undecided. 
 
DORITA:  McCain. 
 
NOLA:  Obama. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hold it.  McCain, Obama.  Yep. 
 
BOB:  Obama. 
 
MONIQUE:  Obama. 
 
DOLORES:  McCain. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you went to undecided because? 
 
SUSAN:  Because I don’t know yet.  I really don’t know.   
 
MODERATOR:  Pass up the yellow sheets.  Hey, you have done . . . and I want to 
thank you from the Annenberg Center for Public Policy and from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  I hope you had a great time.  Did somebody, did you get an envelope for 
everybody?  I’m sure they do.   
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And I will tell you that the other thing is that there will probably be some articles 
written on this, and we’ll send them to you so that you get those.  And there may be a 
reporter to phone you just to follow up with something that you said, so if you get a call, 
it’s one of the people who’s been listening to it. 
 
SUSAN:  You mean behind the mirror. 
 
MODERATOR:  Behind the mirror.  Okay, any other questions?  Thank you all very, 
very much.  You did great.   
 
  
 
 


